
 

WHY DOES GOD TALK SO MUCH ABOUT MONEY AND POSSESSIONS IN THE BIBLE? 
 
1 Timothy 6:9–10 (NLT) [9] But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and 
harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. [10] For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. 
And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 
 
1 Timothy 6:17 (NLT) [17] Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, 
which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 
 
KEY THOUGHT: 
 
A wrong view of money and possessions can cause us to  _____________________________________. 
 

HAVING A LOT OF MONEY AND POSSESSIONS OR HAVING LITTLE MONEY AND 
POSSESSIONS IS NOT WHAT GOD IS CONCERNED ABOUT. 

 
Mark 10:17–22 (NLT) [17] As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man came running up to him, knelt 
down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” [18] “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked. 
“Only God is truly good. [19] But to answer your question, you know the commandments: ‘You must not murder. You 
must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. You must not cheat anyone. Honor your 
father and mother.’” [20] “Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was young.” [21] 
Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and 
sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me.” [22] At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. 
 
KEY THOUGHT: 
 
Jesus wanted the man to ____________________________________________________ in life.  Was it His 
relationship with God or was it His money and possessions? 
 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF JESUS ASKED YOU TO SELL ALL YOUR POSSESSIONS 
AND GIVE THE MONEY TO THE POOR? 

 
Matthew 6:19–24 (NLT) [19] “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, 
and where thieves break in and steal. [20] Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and 
thieves do not break in and steal. [21] Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. [22] “Your 
eye is like a lamp that provides light for your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is filled with light. [23] 
But when your eye is unhealthy, your whole body is filled with darkness. And if the light you think you have is actually 
darkness, how deep that darkness is! [24] “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you 
will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money. 
 
KEY THOUGHT: 
 
Money and possessions can actually ____________________________________________ and replace 
the One and Only True God. 



MONEY CAN BE YOUR FRIEND OR FOE.  IT IS YOUR CHOICE. 
 
THREE BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES: 
 
1) Acknowledge God’s ________________________________________________ of your possessions 

and finances. 
 

1 Chronicles 29:14–16 (NLT) [14] But who am I, and who are my people, that we could give anything to you? 
Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only what you first gave us! [15] We are here for only 
a moment, visitors and strangers in the land as our ancestors were before us. Our days on earth are like a 
passing shadow, gone so soon without a trace. [16] “O LORD our God, even this material we have gathered to 
build a Temple to honor your holy name comes from you! It all belongs to you! 

 

Psalm 89:11 (NLT) [11] The heavens are yours, and the earth is yours; everything in the world is yours—you 
created it all. 

2)  _______________________________________________ your money, finances, and possessions.  

Matthew 25:14–30 (NLT) [14] “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going 
on a long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was gone. [15] He 
gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in 
proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip. [16] “The servant who received the five bags of silver 
began to invest the money and earned five more. [17] The servant with two bags of silver also went to work 
and earned two more. [18] But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and 
hid the master’s money. [19] “After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an 
account of how they had used his money. [20] The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver 
came forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five 
more.’ [21] “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in 
handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ [22] 
“The servant who had received the two bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of 
silver to invest, and I have earned two more.’ [23] “The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. 
You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s 
celebrate together!’ [24] “Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a 
harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. [25] I was afraid I would 
lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money back.’ [26] “But the master replied, ‘You 
wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, [27] 
why didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’ [28] “Then he 
ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver. [29] To those who 
use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who 
do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. [30] Now throw this useless servant into outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 

THE 10-10-80 PRINCIPLE IS A GOOD SUMMARY OF WHAT GOD WANTS US TO DO. 
 
3) Don’t allow _____________________________________________________ your life. 

 

Proverbs 22:7 (NLT) [7] Just as the rich rule the poor, so the borrower is servant to the lender. 
 

1 Timothy 6:6–8 (NLT) [6] Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. [7] After all, we brought 
nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. [8] So if 
we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


