
 
WHEN YOU HEAR THE WORD CHURCH—WHAT COMES TO YOUR MIND? 

  
FOUR TRUTHS ABOUT THE CHURCH 
 
1) Jesus __________________________ the Church and He is the ____________________ of the Church. 

 
Matthew 16:18 (NLT) (18) Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will 
build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. 
 
Colossians 1:15–18 (NLT) (15) Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was 
created and is supreme over all creation, (16) for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms 
and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, 
and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. (17) He existed before 
anything else, and he holds all creation together. (18) Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. 
He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 
 
 

2) The Church is ___________________________________________________________ who has chosen 
to become a follower of Jesus. 

 
Ephesians 1:22–23 (NLT) (22) God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head 
over all things for the benefit of the church. (23) And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by 
Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself. 
 
Ephesians 5:23–30 (NLT) (23) For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is 
the Savior of his body, the church. (24) As the church submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your 
husbands in everything. (25) For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He 
gave up his life for her (26) to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. (27) He did this 
to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will 
be holy and without fault. (28) In the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own 
bodies. For a man who loves his wife actually shows love for himself. (29) No one hates his own body but feeds 
and cares for it, just as Christ cares for the church. (30) And we are members of his body. 
 
 
YOU ARE THE CHURCH!  WE ARE THE CHURCH! 
 

 
3) Jesus designed the Church in a way that every one of His followers would be an  
 

 _______________________________________ of His Church. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12–27 (NLT) (12) The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole 
body. So it is with the body of Christ. (13) Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some 
are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. (14) Yes, 
the body has many different parts, not just one part. (15) If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I 
am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body. (16) And if the ear says, “I am not part of the 
body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body? (17) If the whole body were an 
eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything? (18) But our 



bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. (19) How strange a body would be 
if it had only one part! (20) Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. (21) The eye can never say to the 
hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” (22) In fact, some parts of the body 
that seem weakest and least important are actually the most necessary. (23) And the parts we regard as less 
honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care. So we carefully protect those parts that should not be 
seen, (24) while the more honorable parts do not require this special care. So God has put the body together 
such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less dignity. (25) This makes for harmony 
among the members, so that all the members care for each other. (26) If one part suffers, all the parts suffer 
with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad. (27) All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of 
you is a part of it. 

 
  IF YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN, THE CHURCH NEEDS YOU AND YOU NEED THE CHURCH. 

 
4) Jesus gives us a clear ______________________________________________ for what the Church is to 

be and do. 
 
Acts 2:42–47 (NLT) (42) All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and 
to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. (43) A deep sense of awe came over them all, 
and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. (44) And all the believers met together in 
one place and shared everything they had. (45) They sold their property and possessions and shared the 
money with those in need. (46) They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s 
Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—(47) all the while praising God and enjoying 
the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. 
 
THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH IS TO GLORIFY GOD BY HELPING PEOPLE BEGIN A 
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS, BECOME MORE LIKE JESUS, CONNECT WITH OTHERS 
WHO FOLLOW JESUS, AND SERVE OTHERS IN JESUS’ NAME. 
 
Matthew 5:16 (NLT) (16) In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will 
praise your heavenly Father. 
 
EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS IN THE CHURCH HAS TO BE MORE ABOUT GOD THAN 
IT IS ABOUT US. 
 
Matthew 28:18–20 (NLT) (18) Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and 
on earth. (19) Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. (20) Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be 
sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
Acts 1:8 (NLT) (8) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” 
 
THERE IS NOTHING LIKE THE CHURCH WHEN THE CHURCH IS ALL JESUS MEANT 
FOR IT TO BE AND DO. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


