
 

GOD DOESN’T WANT YOU TO BE THE SAME PERSON YOU ARE TODAY AT  
THE END OF 2026. 

 
Philippians 1:1–26 (NLT) (1) This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus. I am writing to all of God’s 
holy people in Philippi who belong to Christ Jesus, including the church leaders and deacons. (2) May God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. (3) Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. (4) Whenever 
I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, (5) for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about 
Christ from the time you first heard it until now. (6) And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, 
will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. (7) So it is right that I should feel 
as I do about all of you, for you have a special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, both in 
my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of the Good News. (8) God knows how much I love you 
and long for you with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus. (9) I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and 
that you will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. (10) For I want you to understand what really matters, 
so that you may live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. (11) May you always be filled with the fruit 
of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and 
praise to God. (12) And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has happened to me 
here has helped to spread the Good News. (13) For everyone here, including the whole palace guard, knows that I am 
in chains because of Christ. (14) And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained confidence 
and boldly speak God’s message without fear. (15) It’s true that some are preaching out of jealousy and rivalry. But 
others preach about Christ with pure motives. (16) They preach because they love me, for they know I have been 
appointed to defend the Good News. (17) Those others do not have pure motives as they preach about Christ. They 
preach with selfish ambition, not sincerely, intending to make my chains more painful to me. (18) But that doesn’t 
matter. Whether their motives are false or genuine, the message about Christ is being preached either way, so I rejoice. 
And I will continue to rejoice. (19) For I know that as you pray for me and the Spirit of Jesus Christ helps me, this will 
lead to my deliverance. (20) For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold 
for Christ, as I have been in the past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. (21) For to 
me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. (22) But if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I 
really don’t know which is better. (23) I’m torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be 
far better for me. (24) But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. (25) Knowing this, I am convinced that I will 
remain alive so I can continue to help all of you grow and experience the joy of your faith. (26) And when I come to you 
again, you will have even more reason to take pride in Christ Jesus because of what he is doing through me. 
 
1) GOD HAS PLAYED AND CONTINUES TO PLAY AN ___________________________________________ 
 

 _____________________________. 
 
Philippians 1:6 (NLT) (6) And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work 
until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. 
 
Ephesians 2:8–10 (NLT) (8) God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is 
a gift from God. (9) Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 
(10) For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 
planned for us long ago. 
 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH INCLUDES BOTH GOD’S WORK AND YOUR PARTICIPATION. 
 
Philippians 2:12–13 (NLT) (12) Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now 
that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep 
reverence and fear. (13) For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him. 



2) We should pursue what ___________________________________________________.  
 

WHAT ARE YOU LIVING FOR? 
 

Philippians 1:21 (NLT) (21) For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. 
 
Philippians 1:9–11 (NLT) (9) I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing 
in knowledge and understanding. (10) For I want you to understand what really matters, so that you may live pure 
and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. (11) May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—
the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God. 
 

CHOOSE TO PURSUE JESUS! 
CHOOSE TO PURSUE CHRISTLIKENESS! 
 
 
 
 
 

3) God will use the ______________________________________________ to do amazing things in you 
and through you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philippians 1:12–14 (NLT) (12) And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has 
happened to me here has helped to spread the Good News. (13) For everyone here, including the whole palace 
guard, knows that I am in chains because of Christ. (14) And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers 
here have gained confidence and boldly speak God’s message without fear. 

 
 
 
CHOOSE TO MAKE 2026 A YEAR WHERE YOU PARTICIPATE WITH GOD IN  
BECOMING THE PERSON GOD WANTS YOU TO BECOME.  
 
 
 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 


