
Matthew 2 (NLT) [1] Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men 
from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, [2] “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we 
have come to worship him.” [3] King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. [4] He 
called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be 
born?” [5] “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: [6] ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of 
Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd for my people 
Israel.’ ” [7] Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them the time when the star first 
appeared. [8] Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and 
tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!” [9] After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had 
seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child was. [10] 
When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! [11] They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. [12] When it was time to leave, they returned to their own country by another route, for God had warned them in a 
dream not to return to Herod.  
 

[13] After the wise men were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up! Flee to Egypt with the child 
and his mother,” the angel said. “Stay there until I tell you to return, because Herod is going to search for the child to kill 
him.” [14] That night Joseph left for Egypt with the child and Mary, his mother, [15] and they stayed there until Herod’s death. 
This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: “I called my Son out of Egypt.” [16] Herod was furious when he 
realized that the wise men had outwitted him. He sent soldiers to kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old and under, based on the wise men’s report of the star’s first appearance. [17] Herod’s brutal action fulfilled what 
God had spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: [18] “A cry was heard in Ramah— weeping and great mourning. Rachel 
weeps for her children, refusing to be comforted, for they are dead.” [19] When Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in 
a dream to Joseph in Egypt. [20] “Get up!” the angel said. “Take the child and his mother back to the land of Israel, because 
those who were trying to kill the child are dead.” [21] So Joseph got up and returned to the land of Israel with Jesus and his 
mother. [22] But when he learned that the new ruler of Judea was Herod’s son Archelaus, he was afraid to go there. Then, 
after being warned in a dream, he left for the region of Galilee. [23] So the family went and lived in a town called Nazareth. 
This fulfilled what the prophets had said: “He will be called a Nazarene.” 

 
FOUR TRUTHS: 

 
1)  We need to be open to God’s _________________________________________________ in our life. 

 
 

FOUR PRACTICAL THINGS WE CAN DO TO HELP: 
 
a)  Read the ________________________________. 

 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NLT) [16] All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize 
what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. [17] God uses it to prepare 
and equip his people to do every good work. 

 

 
    Check out the Essential 100 Bible Reading Plan which begins Monday, January 4.  
    More information about the plan can be found in the announcements and at OC Connect. 
 

 
 

b)  Pray and _________________________________________ before God. 
 
 
c) _____________________________________________ who can speak into your life and affirm what 

God is saying to you. 
 



d)  Deal with _______________________ appropriately. 
 

Isaiah 59:1–2 (NLT) [1] Listen! The LORD’s arm is not too weak to save you, nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call. [2] It’s 
your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore. 
 
 
 

 
2)  Follow God’s leading ________________________________________________________________. 

 
Proverbs 16:3 (NLT) [3] Commit your actions to the LORD, and your plans will succeed. 
 
Matthew 6:33 (NLT) [33] Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything 
you need. 

 
 
 
 
3)  Don’t let ___________________________________________________ distract you or keep you from 

doing what God is leading you to do. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4)  Make what you do _____________________________________________ than about you. 
 
 
 
 
 

BE OPEN TO GOD’S LEADING THIS YEAR AND DO WHATEVER GOD 
LEADS YOU TO DO! 

 
 

 
 

 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


