
 

THE PATH LESS TRAVELED IS OFTEN THAT BEST ONE FOR US. 
 

 

Philippians 3:7–8a (NLT) (7) I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless 
because of what Christ has done. (8) Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  
 

Philippians 3:12–14 (NLT) (12) I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have 
already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 
(13) No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and 
looking forward to what lies ahead, (14) I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize 
for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 

 

FIVE SUGGESTIONS: 

1) _______________________________________________ on all that happened in the past year. 
 

 
REMEMBERING AND REFLECTING ON THE PAST ISN’T A BAD THING AS LONG AS 
WE DON’T GET STUCK IN THE PAST OR ALLOW WHAT HAPPENED IN THE PAST TO 
DETERMINE OUR FUTURE. 
 
 
 
 

2) ________________________________________________ for the good that happened in the past 
year. 

 

Philippians 4:6 (NLT) (6) Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, 
and thank him for all he has done. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NLT) (18) Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to 
Christ Jesus. 
 
GIVING THANKS AND CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING AND HAS DONE IS ONE 
OF THE KEYS TO HAVING HOPE. 
 
 
 

3) __________________________________________ how things are going now. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4) ______________________________________________ for how you might take a step forward in key 
areas of your life. 
 
a)  Start _________________________________________ some of the things you used to do. 

 

Revelation 2:4–5 (NLT) (4) “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did 
at first! (5) Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, I 
will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches. 
 
 

b)  Make part of your plan a focus on __________________________________________________ instead of 
only focusing on your weaknesses. 

 

 
 

c)  Make sure _____________________________________________________ is a high priority for you. 
 

Matthew 22:37–40 (NLT) (37) Jesus replied, “ ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, and all your mind.’ (38) This is the first and greatest commandment. (39) A second is equally important: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (40) The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these 
two commandments.” 
 
 
AS YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD GOES, SO GOES EVERYTHING ELSE! 
 
 
 
 

5) ________________________________________________ regardless of what happens. 
 

Philippians 3:13b–14 (NLT)   Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, (14) I press on to 
reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 
 
 
LIVING YOUR LIFE WITH HEAVEN ON YOUR MIND IS A GOOD WAY TO LIVE YOUR 
LIFE—ESPECIALLY IN THE MOST CHALLENGING MOMENTS OF LIFE. 
 
 
GOD WILL BLESS YOU AND HELP YOU IN THE YEAR AHEAD IF YOU CHOOSE THE 
PATH LESS TRAVELED.  

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


