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Matthew

1When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2 “You
know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be
delivered up to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name
was Caiaphas, 4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5 But they said, “Not
during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.”

6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up to him with an
alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table. 8§ And
when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9 For this could have been sold
for a large sum and given to the poor.” 10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the
woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you
will not always have me. 12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for
burial. 13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done
will also be told in memory of her.”

14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What
will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from
that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him.

17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have
us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him,
‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.” 19
And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.

20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21 And as they were eating, he said, “Truly,
I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one
after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will
betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man
is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25 Judas, who would betray
him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?”” He said to him, “You have said so.”

26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples,
and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them,
“You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the
sheep of the flock will be scattered.” 32 But after I am raised up, [ will go before you to Galilee.” 33 Peter
answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him,



“Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said
to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same.

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while
I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be
sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here,
and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it
be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the
disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41
Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless |
drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.
44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 45
Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer
is at hand.”

47 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords
and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign,
saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said,
“Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then
they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus
stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52
Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the
sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve
legions of angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be s0?”” 55 At that hour
Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me?
Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that
the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled.

57 Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders
had gathered. 58 And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and
going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole council were
seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, 60 but they found none, though
many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to
destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” 62 And the high priest stood up and said,
“Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 63 But Jesus remained
silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the
Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of
Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore
his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard
his blasphemy. 66 What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they spit in
his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that
struck you?”

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also
were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you
mean.” 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the
bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not



know the man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are
one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear,
“I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the saying of
Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
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1When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put
him to death. 2 And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor.

3 Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying
innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5 And throwing down the pieces of
silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, taking the
pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7 So they
took counsel and bought with them the potter's field as a burial place for strangers. 8 Therefore that field
has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet
Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been
set by some of the sons of Israel, 10 and they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me.”

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no
answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?”” 14 But
he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they
wanted.

16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to
them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?”” 18 For he
knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have
suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.

21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they
said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all
said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the
more, “Let him be crucified!”

24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.”
25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released for them
Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the
whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and twisting
together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before
him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and
struck him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his
own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.

32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his
cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered
him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had
crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and kept



watch over him there. 37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus,
the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left.
39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy
the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the
cross.” 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42 “He saved others;
he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will
believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son
of God.”” 44 And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46 And about the
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling
Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed
and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save
him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and
the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and
appeared to many. 54 When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw
the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

55 There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from
Galilee, ministering to him, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and
Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple
of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.
59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 60 and laid it in his own new tomb,
which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before
Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I
will rise.” 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal
him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,” and the last fraud will be worse than the
first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So
they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.
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INow after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like
dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to
Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!”” And they
came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that
had taken place. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a
sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole
him away while we were asleep.’” 14 And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and
keep you out of trouble.” 15 So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has
been spread among the Jews to this day.

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And
when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to
observe all that [ have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
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JOURNEY

ﬁ:w_ ng 0# 1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Mark

2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,

3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”

4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a
leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes
he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have
baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And
when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I
am well pleased.”

12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days,
being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net
into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you
become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a
little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the
nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
servants and followed him.

21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was
teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and
not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he
cried out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know
who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of
him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27
And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 And at once his
fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.

29 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. 30 Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. 31



And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve
them.

32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. 33 And the
whole city was gathered together at the door. 34 And he healed many who were sick with various
diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew
him.

35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate
place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, 37 and they
found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” 38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the
next towns, that [ may preach there also, for that is why I came out.” 39 And he went throughout all
Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.

40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make me
clean.”

41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” 42
And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 43 And Jesus sternly charged him and sent
him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the
priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 45 But he went out and
began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town,
but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him from every quarter.
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1And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2 And many
were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the
word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when they could
not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an
opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to
the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in
their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God
alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves,
said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic,
“Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick
up your bed, and go home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them
all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

13 He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching them. 14
And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him,
“Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.

15 And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and
his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw
that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” 17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people came and said to him, “Why do
John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus said
to them, “Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the
bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from
them, and then they will fast in that day. 21 No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If
he does, the patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts
new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so
are the skins. But new wine is for fresh wineskins.”

23 One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, his disciples began to
pluck heads of grain. 24 And the Pharisees were saying to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not
lawful on the Sabbath?”” 25 And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did, when he was in
need and was hungry, he and those who were with him: 26 how he entered the house of God, in the time
of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests
to eat, and also gave it to those who were with him?” 27 And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made
for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”

Saturday, September 13

Catch Up & Reflection:
Well done reading the Bible this week. Today catch up on your reading and meditate on what the Spirit
has revealed to you during your daily readings.
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FOUNDATION

1.The Bible is God’s written Word to us. God spoke to and guided the human authors to record
His words.

(16) All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, (17) that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

2. The Holy Spirit serves as a guide and teacher as we read and study God’s Word.

(26) But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to
your remembrance all that | have said to you. John 14:26

STEP 1) OBSERVATION | WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

The practice of observation is simply seeking to understand what the text says. This is a good
time to pepper the passage with questions.

« Who are the people involved?

« Dol understand all the words used?

« What is the setting or context?

« What s the literary form?

« Whatis repeated?

« Is there a figure of speech used? Etc.

STEP 2) INTERPRETATION | WHAT DOES THE BIBLE MEAN?

Interpretation is the practice of determining what the original writer meant when he wrote the
words. Think in terms of paragraphs. A paragraph is one unit of thought. Context is king. Take
notice of what happened before and what happens afterward. A good rule to follow is, "When
the plain sense of Scripture makes sense, seek no other sense."

STEP 3) APPLICATION | HOW SHOULD | RESPOND?

This is when we ask:

« What should | do or become in response to the text?

« Is there a command to obey? A sin to forsake? A character trait to embrace? An example
to follow? A promise to claim?

« How does the truth impact my relationships, work, etc.?

« How does my view of God and praise of Him increase?

STEP 4) PRAYER | COMMUNION WITH GOD

Conclude by talking with God about what you have discovered. This can guide your thoughts
throughout the remainder of your day.
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