Old Testament Bible Journey Questions !' ’
Leviticus 9, 16, 18, 19, 23
£ BIBLE JOURNEY

Note: Leviticus can be challenging to understand. The Podcast sheds helpful light on the text.

Leviticus 9
1. When you think about the Law, what is your initial reaction? Read Psalm 1:1-2. Do you ‘delight in the
Law of the Lord?

2. This chapter records Israel’s first worship service in the Tabernacle. Verses 1-7 describe the
preparation for that service (Listen to Podcast for details). Why was it important that God prepare Israel
to worship?

9 On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel, 2 and he said to Aaron, “Take for
yourself a bull calf for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both without blemish, and offer them before
the Lord. 3 And say to the people of Israel, ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb, both a
year old without blemish, for a burnt offering, 4 and an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the
Lord, and a grain offering mixed with oil, for today the Lord will appear to you.”” 5 And they brought what
Moses commanded in front of the tent of meeting, and all the congregation drew near and stood before the
Lord. 6 And Moses said, “This is the thing that the Lord commanded you to do, that the glory of the Lord may
appear to you.” 7 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your burnt
offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the offering of the people and make
atonement for them, as the Lord has commanded.”

8 So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself. 9 And the sons
of Aaron presented the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and put it on the horns of the altar
and poured out the blood at the base of the altar. 10 But the fat and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver
from the sin offering he burned on the altar, as the Lord commanded Moses. 11 The flesh and the skin he burned
up with fire outside the camp.

12 Then he killed the burnt offering, and Aaron's sons handed him the blood, and he threw it against the sides of
the altar. 13 And they handed the burnt offering to him, piece by piece, and the head, and he burned them on the
altar. 14 And he washed the entrails and the legs and burned them with the burnt offering on the altar.

15 Then he presented the people's offering and took the goat of the sin offering that was for the people and
killed it and offered it as a sin offering, like the first one. 16 And he presented the burnt offering and offered it
according to the rule. 17 And he presented the grain offering, took a handful of it, and burned it on the altar,
besides the burnt offering of the morning.

18 Then he killed the ox and the ram, the sacrifice of peace offerings for the people. And Aaron's sons handed
him the blood, and he threw it against the sides of the altar. 19 But the fat pieces of the ox and of the ram, the fat
tail and that which covers the entrails and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver— 20 they put the fat pieces
on the breasts, and he burned the fat pieces on the altar, 21 but the breasts and the right thigh Aaron waved for a
wave offering before the Lord, as Moses commanded.

22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, and he came down from offering the sin
offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. 23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting,
and when they came out they blessed the people, and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people. 24 And
fire came out from before the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the pieces of fat on the altar, and when
all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.



Leviticus 16

1. The Day of Atonement is central to the Law. It is the Day when Israel’s seeks forgiveness for individual
and national sin. As you listen to the Podcast, note the role of the two goats. How would this ritual be
hopeful to the nation?

2. How does the Day of Atonement find greater meaning in the sacrificial death of Christ?

16 The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the Lord and
died, 2 and the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into the Holy Place inside
the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For I will appear in the cloud over the
mercy seat. 3 But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the herd for a sin offering
and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He shall put on the holy linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on
his body, and he shall tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the holy garments.
He shall bathe his body in water and then put them on. 5 And he shall take from the congregation of the people
of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for himself and for his
house. 7 Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the Lord at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8
And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for Azazel. 9 And Aaron shall
present the goat on which the lot fell for the Lord and use it as a sin offering, 10 but the goat on which the lot
fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before the Lord to make atonement over it, that it may be sent away into
the wilderness to Azazel.

11 “Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his
house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself. 12 And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from
the altar before the Lord, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil 13
and put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is
over the testimony, so that he does not die. 14 And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it
with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle
some of the blood with his finger seven times.

15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil and do
with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy
seat. 16 Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel
and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with
them in the midst of their uncleannesses. 17 No one may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to
make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself and for his house and
for all the assembly of Israel. 18 Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the Lord and make atonement for
it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the
altar all around. 19 And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and
consecrate it from the uncleannesses of the people of Israel.

20 “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall
present the live goat. 21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all
the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head
of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. 22 The goat shall bear
all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness.

23 “Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and shall take off the linen garments that he put on when he
went into the Holy Place and shall leave them there. 24 And he shall bathe his body in water in a holy place and
put on his garments and come out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make



atonement for himself and for the people. 25 And the fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar. 26 And he
who lets the goat go to Azazel shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come
into the camp. 27 And the bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in
to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp. Their skin and their flesh and their dung
shall be burned up with fire. 28 And he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and
afterward he may come into the camp.

29 “And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall
afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the native or the stranger who sojourns among you. 30 For on this
day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall be clean before the Lord from all your sins. 31 It
is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute forever. 32 And the priest who
is anointed and consecrated as priest in his father's place shall make atonement, wearing the holy linen
garments. 33 He shall make atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tent of
meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly. 34
And this shall be a statute forever for you, that atonement may be made for the people of Israel once in the year
because of all their sins.” And Aaron did as the Lord commanded Moses.



Leviticus 18
1. Read verses 1-5 slowly. What is God calling the nation to be and do?

2. Why is a discussion of sexual purity important, especially in light of them recently leaving Egypt?

18 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I am the Lord your
God. 3 You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the
land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes. 4 You shall follow my rules
and keep my statutes and walk in them. I am the Lord your God. 5 You shall therefore keep my statutes and my
rules; if a person does them, he shall live by them: I am the Lord.

6 “None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives to uncover nakedness. I am the Lord. 7 You shall
not uncover the nakedness of your father, which is the nakedness of your mother; she is your mother, you shall
not uncover her nakedness. 8 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife; it is your father's
nakedness. 9 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your sister, your father's daughter or your mother's
daughter, whether brought up in the family or in another home. 10 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your
son's daughter or of your daughter's daughter, for their nakedness is your own nakedness. 11 You shall not
uncover the nakedness of your father's wife's daughter, brought up in your father's family, since she is your
sister. 12 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's sister; she is your father's relative. 13 You shall
not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister, for she is your mother's relative. 14 You shall not uncover the
nakedness of your father's brother, that is, you shall not approach his wife; she is your aunt. 15 You shall not
uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; she is your son's wife, you shall not uncover her nakedness. 16
You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your brother's nakedness. 17 You shall not
uncover the nakedness of a woman and of her daughter, and you shall not take her son's daughter or her
daughter's daughter to uncover her nakedness; they are relatives; it is depravity. 18 And you shall not take a
woman as a rival wife to her sister, uncovering her nakedness while her sister is still alive.

19 “You shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness while she is in her menstrual uncleanness. 20
And you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor's wife and so make yourself unclean with her. 21 You shall
not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord. 22
You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. 23 And you shall not lie with any animal
and so make yourself unclean with it, neither shall any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is
perversion.

24 “Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, for by all these the nations I am driving out before
you have become unclean, 25 and the land became unclean, so that I punished its iniquity, and the land vomited
out its inhabitants. 26 But you shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these abominations, either the
native or the stranger who sojourns among you 27 (for the people of the land, who were before you, did all of
these abominations, so that the land became unclean), 28 lest the land vomit you out when you make it unclean,
as it vomited out the nation that was before you. 29 For everyone who does any of these abominations, the
persons who do them shall be cut off from among their people. 30 So keep my charge never to practice any of
these abominable customs that were practiced before you, and never to make yourselves unclean by them: I am
the Lord your God.



Leviticus 19
1. How do verses 1-4 connect the Civil, Ceremonial and Moral Laws?

2. You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. How do these words of God to Israel challenge you?

19 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to
them, You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. 3 Every one of you shall revere his mother and his
father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the Lord your God. 4 Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves
any gods of cast metal: I am the Lord your God.

5 “When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the Lord, you shall offer it so that you may be accepted. 6 It
shall be eaten the same day you offer it or on the day after, and anything left over until the third day shall be
burned up with fire. 7 If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is tainted; it will not be accepted, 8 and everyone
who eats it shall bear his iniquity, because he has profaned what is holy to the Lord, and that person shall be cut
off from his people.

9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you
gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather
the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your
God.

11 “You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 12 You shall not swear by my
name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord.

13 ““You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not remain with you all
night until the morning. 14 You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall
fear your God: I am the Lord.

15 “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in
righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and
you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor: I am the Lord.

17 “You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur
sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but
you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.

19 “You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a different kind. You shall not sow your
field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a garment of cloth made of two kinds of material.

20 “If a man lies sexually with a woman who is a slave, assigned to another man and not yet ransomed or given
her freedom, a distinction shall be made. They shall not be put to death, because she was not free; 21 but he
shall bring his compensation to the Lord, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, a ram for a guilt offering. 22
And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering before the Lord for his sin that he
has committed, and he shall be forgiven for the sin that he has committed.

23 “When you come into the land and plant any kind of tree for food, then you shall regard its fruit as
forbidden. Three years it shall be forbidden to you; it must not be eaten. 24 And in the fourth year all its fruit
shall be holy, an offering of praise to the Lord. 25 But in the fifth year you may eat of its fruit, to increase its
yield for you: I am the Lord your God.



26 “You shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it. You shall not interpret omens or tell fortunes. 27 You shall
not round off the hair on your temples or mar the edges of your beard. 28 You shall not make any cuts on your
body for the dead or tattoo yourselves: I am the Lord.

29 “Do not profane your daughter by making her a prostitute, lest the land fall into prostitution and the land
become full of depravity. 30 You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord.

31 “Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so make yourselves unclean by them: I
am the Lord your God.

32 “You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and you shall fear your God: I am
the Lord.

33 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. 34 You shall treat the stranger
who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.

35 “You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of length or weight or quantity. 36 You shall have just
balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt. 37 And you shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am the Lord.”



Leviticus 23
1. This chapter captures the seven primary feasts of Israel. Israel spent several weeks each year
remembering and celebrating God. What does this communicate about the nature of God?

2. Dallas Willard, a Christian author, said this about the 10 Commandments, “They are God's best
information on how to lead a basically decent human experience.” Would you agree?

23 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, These are the appointed
feasts of the Lord that you shall proclaim as holy convocations; they are my appointed feasts.

3 “Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You
shall do no work. It is a Sabbath to the Lord in all your dwelling places.

4 “These are the appointed feasts of the Lord, the holy convocations, which you shall proclaim at the time
appointed for them. 5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight, is the Lord's Passover. 6
And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lord; for seven days you
shall eat unleavened bread. 7 On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary
work. 8 But you shall present a food offering to the Lord for seven days. On the seventh day is a holy
convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.”

9 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into
the land that I give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the
priest, 11 and he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, so that you may be accepted. On the day after the
Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12 And on the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb a year
old without blemish as a burnt offering to the Lord. 13 And the grain offering with it shall be two tenths of an
ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, a food offering to the Lord with a pleasing aroma, and the drink offering
with it shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin. 14 And you shall eat neither bread nor grain parched or fresh until this
same day, until you have brought the offering of your God: it is a statute forever throughout your generations in
all your dwellings.

15 “You shall count seven full weeks from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of
the wave offering. 16 You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you shall present a
grain offering of new grain to the Lord. 17 You shall bring from your dwelling places two loaves of bread to be
waved, made of two tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with leaven, as
firstfruits to the Lord. 18 And you shall present with the bread seven lambs a year old without blemish, and one
bull from the herd and two rams. They shall be a burnt offering to the Lord, with their grain offering and their
drink offerings, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 19 And you shall offer one male goat for a
sin offering, and two male lambs a year old as a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20 And the priest shall wave them
with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the Lord, with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the
Lord for the priest. 21 And you shall make a proclamation on the same day. You shall hold a holy convocation.
You shall not do any ordinary work. It is a statute forever in all your dwelling places throughout your
generations.

22 “And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, nor shall you
gather the gleanings after your harvest. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord
your God.”

23 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, on the
first day of the month, you shall observe a day of solemn rest, a memorial proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a
holy convocation. 25 You shall not do any ordinary work, and you shall present a food offering to the Lord.”



26 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 27 “Now on the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of
Atonement. It shall be for you a time of holy convocation, and you shall afflict yourselves and present a food
offering to the Lord. 28 And you shall not do any work on that very day, for it is a Day of Atonement, to make
atonement for you before the Lord your God. 29 For whoever is not afflicted on that very day shall be cut off
from his people. 30 And whoever does any work on that very day, that person I will destroy from among his
people. 31 You shall not do any work. It is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwelling
places. 32 It shall be to you a Sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict yourselves. On the ninth day of the
month beginning at evening, from evening to evening shall you keep your Sabbath.”

33 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 34 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, On the fifteenth day of this
seventh month and for seven days is the Feast of Booths to the Lord. 35 On the first day shall be a holy
convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work. 36 For seven days you shall present food offerings to the
Lord. On the eighth day you shall hold a holy convocation and present a food offering to the Lord. It is a solemn
assembly; you shall not do any ordinary work.

37 “These are the appointed feasts of the Lord, which you shall proclaim as times of holy convocation, for
presenting to the Lord food offerings, burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on
its proper day, 38 besides the Lord's Sabbaths and besides your gifts and besides all your vow offerings and
besides all your freewill offerings, which you give to the Lord.

39 “On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, you shall
celebrate the feast of the Lord seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be
a solemn rest. 40 And you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and
boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven days. 41
You shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever throughout your
generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native
Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43 that your generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in
booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”

44 Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts of the Lord.

Weekend Questions
1. What did you discover about God?

2. What is one application for your life from this week’s readings?



