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£BIBLE JOURNEY

Job 1
1. What do you notice about Job’s piety and character?

2. Satan accuses Job of having a transactional piety. In other words, he is pious because God blesses him.
What exactly is being tested: Job's righteousness and/or the nature of genuine faith itself?

1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one

who feared God and turned away from evil. 2 There were born to him seven sons and three daughters.  He
possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many servants, so
that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. * His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of
each one on his day, and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. > And when
the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in the
morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my children
have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually.

®Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came
among them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and said,
“From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” 8 And the LORD said to Satan, “Have
you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears
God and turns away from evil?” ® Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for no

reason? 1Y Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You

have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 1! But stretch out your hand
and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” ' And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he
has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of

the LORD.

13Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's
house, * and there came a messenger to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside
them, 15 and the Sabeans fell upon them and took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword,
and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 1 While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “The fire of
God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I alone have escaped
to tell you.” 17 While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “The Chaldeans formed three groups
and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I
alone have escaped to tell you.” ¥ While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, !* and behold, a great wind came
across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are
dead, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”

20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. 2! And he
said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken
away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”

221n all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.



Job 2
1. In this instance, Satan goes after Job himself through physical suffering. What is Satan attempting to
accomplish by attacking Job physically?

2. Job’s wife proves to be a source of pain rather than encouragement. How does her faith and piety
differ from that of Job?

2 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came
among them to present himself before the Lord. 2 And the Lord said to Satan, “From where have you come?”
Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” 3
And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although
you incited me against him to destroy him without reason.” 4 Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for
skin! All that a man has he will give for his life. 5 But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh,
and he will curse you to your face.” 6 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his
life.”

7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot
to the crown of his head. 8 And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in
the ashes.

9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” 10 But he said to her,
“You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not
receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

11 Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that had come upon him, they came each from his own
place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They made an appointment
together to come to show him sympathy and comfort him. 12 And when they saw him from a distance, they did
not recognize him. And they raised their voices and wept, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their
heads toward heaven. 13 And they sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a
word to him, for they saw that his suffering was very great.



Job 23
1. What do verses 2-3 reveal about Job’s desires and heart?

2. Verses 10-17 are some of the most important in the book. How does Job describe himself and his
struggles in relation to how he describes God?

23 Then Job answered and said:

2 “Today also my complaint is bitter;
my hand is heavy on account of my groaning.
3 Oh, that I knew where I might find him,
that I might come even to his seat!
4 1 would lay my case before him
and fill my mouth with arguments.
5 I would know what he would answer me
and understand what he would say to me.
6 Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power?
No; he would pay attention to me.
7 There an upright man could argue with him,
and I would be acquitted forever by my judge.

8 “Behold, I go forward, but he is not there,
and backward, but I do not perceive him;
9 on the left hand when he is working, I do not behold him;
he turns to the right hand, but I do not see him.
10 But he knows the way that I take;
when he has tried me, I shall come out as gold.
11 My foot has held fast to his steps;
I have kept his way and have not turned aside.
12 I have not departed from the commandment of his lips;
I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my portion of food.
13 But he is unchangeable, and who can turn him back?
What he desires, that he does.
14 For he will complete what he appoints for me,
and many such things are in his mind.
15 Therefore I am terrified at his presence;
when I consider, I am in dread of him.
16 God has made my heart faint;
the Almighty has terrified me;
17 yet I am not silenced because of the darkness,
nor because thick darkness covers my face.



Job 38
1. How do verses 1-3 set the stage for God’s response to Job’s accusations?

2. What is God’s primary explanation to Job’s questions and accusations?

38 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:

2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3 Dress for action like a man;
I will question you, and you make it known to me.

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.

5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?

6 On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone,

7 when the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors
when it burst out from the womb,
9 when I made clouds its garment
and thick darkness its swaddling band,
10 and prescribed limits for it
and set bars and doors,
11 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stayed’?

12 “Have you commanded the morning since your days began,
and caused the dawn to know its place,
13 that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,
and the wicked be shaken out of it?
14 It is changed like clay under the seal,
and its features stand out like a garment.
15 From the wicked their light is withheld,
and their uplifted arm is broken.

16 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea,
or walked in the recesses of the deep?

17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you,
or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?

18 Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
Declare, if you know all this.

19 “Where is the way to the dwelling of light,
and where is the place of darkness,
20 that you may take it to its territory
and that you may discern the paths to its home?
21 You know, for you were born then,
and the number of your days is great!



22 “Have you entered the storehouses of the snow,
or have you seen the storehouses of the hail,

23 which I have reserved for the time of trouble,
for the day of battle and war?

24 What is the way to the place where the light is distributed,
or where the east wind is scattered upon the earth?

25 “Who has cleft a channel for the torrents of rain
and a way for the thunderbolt,

26 to bring rain on a land where no man is,
on the desert in which there is no man,

27 to satisfy the waste and desolate land,
and to make the ground sprout with grass?

28 “Has the rain a father,
or who has begotten the drops of dew?
29 From whose womb did the ice come forth,
and who has given birth to the frost of heaven?
30 The waters become hard like stone,
and the face of the deep is frozen.

31 “Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades
or loose the cords of Orion?

32 Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth in their season,
or can you guide the Bear with its children?

33 Do you know the ordinances of the heavens?
Can you establish their rule on the earth?

34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,
that a flood of waters may cover you?
35 Can you send forth lightnings, that they may go
and say to you, ‘Here we are’?
36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts
or given understanding to the mind?
37 Who can number the clouds by wisdom?
Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens,
38 when the dust runs into a mass
and the clods stick fast together?

39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion,
or satisfy the appetite of the young lions,
40 when they crouch in their dens
or lie in wait in their thicket?
41 Who provides for the raven its prey,
when its young ones cry to God for help,
and wander about for lack of food?



Job 42
1. How do verses 1-6 reflect Job’s change of heart toward God now that God has spoken?

2. God then turns His attention to Job’s friends. How does God honor Job before his friends?

42 Then Job answered the Lord and said:

2 “I know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
3 “‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.
4 ‘Hear, and I will speak;
I will question you, and you make it known to me.’
5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees you;
6 therefore I despise myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.”

7 After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite: “My anger burns against
you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. 8 Now
therefore take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves.
And my servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer not to deal with you according to your folly.
For you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did what the Lord had told them, and the Lord accepted Job's
prayer.

10 And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends. And the Lord gave Job twice
as much as he had before. 11 Then came to him all his brothers and sisters and all who had known him before,
and ate bread with him in his house. And they showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the
Lord had brought upon him. And each of them gave him a piece of money and a ring of gold.

12 And the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning. And he had 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels,
1,000 yoke of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He had also seven sons and three daughters. 14 And he
called the name of the first daughter Jemimah, and the name of the second Keziah, and the name of the third
Keren-happuch. 15 And in all the land there were no women so beautiful as Job's daughters. And their father
gave them an inheritance among their brothers. 16 And after this Job lived 140 years, and saw his sons, and his
sons' sons, four generations. 17 And Job died, an old man, and full of days.

Final Thoughts on Job
e Job 1:21 teaches that we should honor God in good times and bad.
e Job 23:10 reminds us that God knows all and is working for our good.
e Job 42:2-6 calls us to recognize our limitations while embracing God’s unlimited knowledge and
wisdom. Waiting is hard but worth it.

Weekend Questions
1. What did you discover about God?

2. What is one application for your life from this week’s readings?



