Old Testament Bible Journey Questions !' ’
Genesis 18-19, 21-22, 24
z BIBLE JOURNEY

Genesis 18
1. Did Sarah have a good reason to doubt the promise of God that she would have a child? What does her
reaction reveal about her relationship with God?

2. How does God’s conversation with Abraham about Sodom and Gomorrah reflect His justice and
mercy?

18 And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the

day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw
them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3 and said, “O Lord, if I have found
favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest
yourselves under the tree, S while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you
may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” ® And Abraham went
quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7 And
Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it

quickly. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood
by them under the tree while they ate.

% They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” '* The LORD said, “I will
surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at
the tent door behind him. ' Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had
ceased to be with Sarah. 2 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I
have pleasure?” 13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now
that I am old?” Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time
next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” !5 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He
said, “No, but you did laugh.”

16 Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And Abraham went with them to set
them on their way. '7 The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, !® seeing that Abraham
shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? '° For I
have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of

the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised
him.” 2 Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very
grave, 21T will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me.
And if not, I will know.”

22 S0 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORD. 23 Then
Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are
fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who
are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”” 26 And
the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.”

27 Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and
ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And
he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 2 Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are



found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 3° Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty

there.” 3! He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 3 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I
will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not
destroy it.” 3* And the LORD went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned
to his place.



Genesis 19
1. What do we learn about Lot’s faith and character from his actions in Sodom?

2. How does God’s rescue of Lot demonstrate His mercy even in judgment?

19 The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw
them, he rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth 2 and said, “My lords, please turn aside
to your servant's house and spend the night and wash your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on your
way.” They said, “No; we will spend the night in the town square.” 3 But he pressed them strongly; so they
turned aside to him and entered his house. And he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last
man, surrounded the house. 3 And they called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them
out to us, that we may know them.” ¢ Lot went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 7 and said,
“I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 8 Behold, I have two daughters who have not known any man.
Let me bring them out to you, and do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come
under the shelter of my roof.” ® But they said, “Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow came to sojourn,

and he has become the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” Then they pressed hard
against the man Lot, and drew near to break the door down. 1 But the men reached out their hands and brought
Lot into the house with them and shut the door. ' And they struck with blindness the men who were at the
entrance of the house, both small and great, so that they wore themselves out groping for the door.

12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you have in
the city, bring them out of the place. '3 For we are about to destroy this place, because the outcry against its
people has become great before the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it.” 1 So Lot went out and said to
his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, “Up! Get out of this place, for the LORD is about to destroy
the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting.

15 As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here,
lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 1 But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife
and his two daughters by the hand, the LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him
outside the city. 17 And as they brought them out, one said, “Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop
anywhere in the valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away.” ¥ And Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my
lords. ! Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have shown me great kindness in saving
my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. 2 Behold, this city is near
enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape there—is it not a little one?—and my life will be
saved!” 21 He said to him, “Behold, I grant you this favor also, that I will not overthrow the city of which you
have spoken. 22 Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the city
was called Zoar.

23 The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah
sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. 2° And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the
inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26 But Lot's wife, behind him, looked back, and she
became a pillar of salt.

27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the LORD. 28 And he looked
down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley, and he looked and, behold, the smoke
of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.

2 So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the
midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived.



30Now Lot went up out of Zoar and lived in the hills with his two daughters, for he was afraid to live in Zoar.
So he lived in a cave with his two daughters. 3! And the firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and
there is not a man on earth to come in to us after the manner of all the earth. 32 Come, let us make our father
drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve offspring from our father.” 3% So they made their
father drink wine that night. And the firstborn went in and lay with her father. He did not know when she lay
down or when she arose.

34 The next day, the firstborn said to the younger, “Behold, I lay last night with my father. Let us make him
drink wine tonight also. Then you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve offspring from our father.” 3% So
they made their father drink wine that night also. And the younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know
when she lay down or when she arose. 3¢ Thus both the daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father. 37 The
firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab. He is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38 The younger also
bore a son and called his name Ben-ammi. He is the father of the Ammonites to this day.



Genesis
1. In verses 6-7, Sarah talks a lot about laughter. How does this contrast with her laughing in chapter 18?

2. God seems to approve of Sarah’s choice to send Hager and Ishmael away. How does God both ensure
His promise to Isaac as the covenant holder and care for Hager and Ishmael?

21 The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. > And

Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. * Abraham
called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his
son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 3 Abraham was a hundred years old when
his son Isaac was born to him. ® And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh
over me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne
him a son in his old age.”

8 And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. ° But
Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, laughing. '° So she said to
Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with my
son Isaac.” ' And the thing was very displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. > But God said to
Abraham, “Be not displeased because of the boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to
you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall your offspring be named. '* And I will make a nation of the son
of the slave woman also, because he is your offspring.” ¥ So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread
and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And
she departed and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.

15 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under one of the bushes. '® Then she went and sat
down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Let me not look on the death
of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the
boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not,
for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. ' Up! Lift up the boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for
I will make him into a great nation.” 1 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went
and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 2° And God was with the boy, and he grew up. He lived
in the wilderness and became an expert with the bow. 2! He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother
took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

22 At that time Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army said to Abraham, “God is with you in all that
you do. 2 Now therefore swear to me here by God that you will not deal falsely with me or with my
descendants or with my posterity, but as I have dealt kindly with you, so you will deal with me and with the
land where you have sojourned.” * And Abraham said, “I will swear.”

25 When Abraham reproved Abimelech about a well of water that Abimelech's servants had seized, 26 Abimelech
said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, and I have not heard of it until today.” 2’ So
Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men made a covenant. 28 Abraham set
seven ewe lambs of the flock apart. 22 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What is the meaning of these seven
ewe lambs that you have set apart?” 3% He said, “These seven ewe lambs you will take from my hand, that

this may be a witness for me that I dug this well.” 3! Therefore that place was called Beersheba, because there
both of them swore an oath. 32 So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and Phicol the
commander of his army rose up and returned to the land of the Philistines. 33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in
Beersheba and called there on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God. 3* And Abraham sojourned many
days in the land of the Philistines.



Genesis 22

Note: Read this story remembering that Abraham and Isaac had no idea how the story would end. We
are reading looking back, which removes some of the tension. Abraham and Isaac were living in the
moment.

1. Verse 1 tells us that God is testing Abraham. What about Abraham is God seeking to test? See verse 12,
15-18 for some insight.

2. How does Abraham’s statement in verse 8, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering...” connect with verse 14, “So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide””?

22 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said,
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up
his eyes and saw the place from afar. 3 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and
the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” ¢ And Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them
together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said,
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide
for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

® When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in
order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 1® Then Abraham reached out his
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. ! But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to
him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” '3 And
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 4 So Abraham called
the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be
provided.”

15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 1® and said, “By myself I have
sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 171 will
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, '8 and in your offspring shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 1° So Abraham returned to his young men, and
they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.

20Now after these things it was told to Abraham, “Behold, Milcah also has borne children to your brother
Nahor: 2! Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, 22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and
Bethuel.” 23 (Bethuel fathered Rebekah.) These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 Moreover, his
concubine, whose name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.



Genesis 24
1. This whole story is grounded in faith. Take note of how each person demonstrates trust in God as the
story unfolds.

2. In verses 10-21, Abraham’s servant prays and almost immediately God answers his prayer. What do
you learn about God from this experience?

24 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And
Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he had, “Put your hand
under my thigh, 3 that I may make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and God of the earth, that you
will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4 but will go to my
country and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac.” 3 The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman
may not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I then take your son back to the land from which you
came?” ¢ Abraham said to him, “See to it that you do not take my son back there. 7’ The LORD, the God of
heaven, who took me from my father's house and from the land of my kindred, and who spoke to me and swore
to me, ‘To your offspring I will give this land,” he will send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for
my son from there.  But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this oath of mine;
only you must not take my son back there.” ? So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master
and swore to him concerning this matter.

10 Then the servant took ten of his master's camels and departed, taking all sorts of choice gifts from his master;
and he arose and went to Mesopotamia to the city of Nahor. ' And he made the camels kneel down outside the
city by the well of water at the time of evening, the time when women go out to draw water. > And he said,

“O LorD, God of my master Abraham, please grant me success today and show steadfast love to my master
Abraham. 13 Behold, I am standing by the spring of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming
out to draw water. ¥ Let the young woman to whom I shall say, ‘Please let down your jar that [ may drink,” and
who shall say, ‘Drink, and I will water your camels’—Iet her be the one whom you have appointed for your
servant Isaac. By this I shall know that you have shown steadfast love to my master.”

15 Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of
Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out with her water jar on her shoulder. ¢ The young woman was very attractive
in appearance, a maiden whom no man had known. She went down to the spring and filled her jar and came

up. 7 Then the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water to drink from your jar.” '8 She
said, “Drink, my lord.” And she quickly let down her jar upon her hand and gave him a drink. * When she had
finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw water for your camels also, until they have finished
drinking.” 2% So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well to draw water, and she
drew for all his camels. 2! The man gazed at her in silence to learn whether the LORD had prospered his journey
or not.

22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a half shekel, and two bracelets
for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and said, “Please tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room in
your father's house for us to spend the night?” 24 She said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of
Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 2° She added, “We have plenty of both straw and fodder, and room to spend
the night.” 26 The man bowed his head and worshiped the LORD 27 and said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of
my master Abraham, who has not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me,
the LORD has led me in the way to the house of my master's kinsmen.” 28 Then the young woman ran and told
her mother's household about these things.

29 Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban. Laban ran out toward the man, to the spring. 3° As soon as he
saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister's arms, and heard the words of Rebekah his sister, “Thus the man
spoke to me,” he went to the man. And behold, he was standing by the camels at the spring. 3! He said, “Come



in, O blessed of the LORD. Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the house and a place for the
camels.” 32 So the man came to the house and unharnessed the camels, and gave straw and fodder to the camels,
and there was water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33 Then food was set before
him to eat. But he said, “I will not eat until I have said what I have to say.” He said, “Speak on.”

34 S0 he said, “I am Abraham's servant. 3* The LORD has greatly blessed my master, and he has become great.
He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male servants and female servants, camels and

donkeys. 3¢ And Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my master when she was old, and to him he has given all
that he has. 37 My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of
the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell, 3¥ but you shall go to my father's house and to my clan and take a wife for
my son.” 31 said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me.” 4’ But he said to me,

‘The LORD, before whom I have walked, will send his angel with you and prosper your way. You shall take a
wife for my son from my clan and from my father's house. 4! Then you will be free from my oath, when you
come to my clan. And if they will not give her to you, you will be free from my oath.’

42 <[ came today to the spring and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now you are prospering the
way that I go, ¥ behold, I am standing by the spring of water. Let the virgin who comes out to draw water, to
whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” ¢ and who will say to me, “Drink, and 1
will draw for your camels also,” let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master's son.’

45 «Before I had finished speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her water jar on her shoulder,
and she went down to the spring and drew water. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.” 46 She quickly let down her
jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels drink also.” So I drank, and she gave the
camels drink also. 47 Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's
son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on her arms. *8 Then I bowed my
head and worshiped the LORD and blessed the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the
right way to take the daughter of my master's kinsman for his son. 4 Now then, if you are going to show
steadfast love and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right hand or to
the left.”

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing has come from the LORD; we cannot speak to you bad
or good. 3 Behold, Rebekah is before you; take her and go, and let her be the wife of your master's son, as
the LORD has spoken.”

52 When Abraham's servant heard their words, he bowed himself to the earth before the LORD. 53 And the servant
brought out jewelry of silver and of gold, and garments, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave to her brother
and to her mother costly ornaments. 5% And he and the men who were with him ate and drank, and they spent the
night there. When they arose in the morning, he said, “Send me away to my master.” 55 Her brother and her
mother said, “Let the young woman remain with us a while, at least ten days; after that she may go.” 3¢ But he
said to them, “Do not delay me, since the LORD has prospered my way. Send me away that I may go to my
master.” 57 They said, “Let us call the young woman and ask her.” 38 And they called Rebekah and said to her,
“Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will go.” 3 So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and
Abraham's servant and his men. % And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,

“Our sister, may you become
thousands of ten thousands,

and may your offspring possess
the gate of those who hate him!”

1 Then Rebekah and her young women arose and rode on the camels and followed the man. Thus the servant
took Rebekah and went his way.



%2 Now Isaac had returned from Beer-lahai-roi and was dwelling in the Negeb. ¢ And Isaac went out to meditate
in the field toward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, there were camels coming. ¢ And
Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the camel % and said to the servant,
“Who is that man, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and
covered herself. % And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. ¢ Then Isaac brought her into the
tent of Sarah his mother and took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted
after his mother's death.

Weekend Questions
1. What did you discover about God?

2. What is one application for your life from this week’s readings?



