
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 6 – Saturday, December 12 
 

We’re ready for Christmas, not when we have all the gifts, but when we are 
ready for Christ—when we’re ready to give all of ourselves to Him. This 
week’s devotional will focus on Preparing Our Lives and Hearts for 
Christmas.  
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 
 
PREPARE FOR ADVENT 
The word advent itself means “arrival” or “an appearing or coming into place.” Christians often speak of 
Christ’s “first advent” and “second advent”; that is, His first and second comings to earth. His first 
advent would be the Incarnation—Christmastime and His second advent would be His return-the 
second coming. As Israel longed for their Messiah to come, so Christians long for their Savior to come 
again. 
 
READ:  
Isaiah 9:7 (NLT) [7] His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice 
from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!  
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 (NLT) [16] For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 
commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the 
believers who have died will rise from their graves. [17] Then, together with them, we who are still alive 
and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with 
the Lord forever.  
 
REFLECT 
Spend a moment praising God for sending Jesus and express your thanks that He will return one day. 
 

 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 

 
 
 
 
 



 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 
 
PREPARE YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARD ACTIVITIES 
The Christmas season is full of unlimited things to get done; everything from shopping for presents to 
hanging lights to building gingerbread houses. Imagine those activities not as burdensome tasks to 
weigh you down, but moments of service in the name of Jesus toward others. That small attitude 
change will reap huge blessings in your life and perhaps elevate joy in your life. 
 
READ:  
Colossians 3:17 (NLT) [17] And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks through him to God the Father.  
 
Mark 10:43–45 (NLT) [43] But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you 
must be your servant, [44] and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone 
else. [45] For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.”  
 
REFLECT 
Choose a couple Christmas tasks and commit to do them in the name of Jesus. Enjoy what He does. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 
 
 

 
 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 
PREPARE YOUR BUDGET 
It’s so easy to get carried away at Christmas. There is always another decoration to purchase, cool gift 
to buy for a friend or that ‘perfect’ gift for a family member. When the temptation arises, hit the pause 
button for a moment and remind yourself of a couple things. First, Christmas happens whether gifts are 
purchased or not. The significance of the birth of Christ is not contingent of buying things. Second, keep 
the main thing the main thing. Value people more than things. Choose contentment in what you have. 
Remain focused on Christ. By doing so, the months after Christmas will be even more enjoyable. Why? 
Because you will not still be paying for Christmas. 
 
READ:  
1 Timothy 6:6–8 (NLT) [6] Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. [7] After all, we 
brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we 
leave it. [8] So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content.  
 
REFLECT 
Do you need to pull back a little on spending this year? For next Christmas, set aside some money 
each month which will become your 2021 Christmas budget. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 
 

 
 
 
 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 
 
PREPARE YOUR ATTITUDE: AVOID THE “PERFECTION” BUG  
For many of us, we have an image of the perfect Christmas in our minds. The days leading up to 
Christmas are filled with baking, family gatherings and the excitement of children. On Christmas 
morning, you wake up to snow gently following, hot cinnamon rolls and the excitement of presents to be 
opened with gratitude. Let’s be honest, we often create pictures in our minds that will not be reality. It 
may not snow. Breakfast may be cold cereal. The children are not waiting patiently. When that 
happens, we can become discouraged or even angry. This year, let’s be realistic, respond with love to 
whatever happens and relax our expectations for a ‘perfect’ Christmas. 
 
READ:  
2 Corinthians 12:9 (NLT) [9] Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in 
weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work 
through me.  
 
Matthew 11:28–30 (NLT) [28] Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am 
humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. [30] For my yoke is easy to bear, and 
the burden I give you is light.”  
 
REFLECT 
Are you guilty of allowing the ‘perfection’ bug to impact your Christmas? How can you step back and 
keep your expectations in check? 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 

 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 
 
PREPARE YOUR HEART 
The Christmas season presents us a great moment to pause and consider the condition of our heart. 
While we don’t know for sure, I would imagine that Mary and Joseph did their best to ‘clean up’ the 
stable a bit before Jesus was born. As we move into the Christmas season, what better time to 
cooperate with Jesus to clean up our heart. Sin sullies or dirties our heart; confession sweeps out the 
dirt and allows Jesus to make our hearts white as snow. 
 
READ:  
Isaiah 1:18 (NLT) [18] “Come now, let’s settle this,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, I 
will make them as white as snow. Though they are red like crimson, I will make them as white as wool.  
 
1 John 1:9 (NLT) [9] But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all wickedness.  
 
REFLECT 
Invite Jesus to take an inventory of your heart. Then, confess sin and ask Jesus to forgive you and to 
realign your life with His righteousness. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 

 
 
 
 
 



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 
 

PREPARE TO SAY “YES” TO JESUS 
Christmas would not have taken place if it were not for the generous ‘Yes’ of Mary! You recall in the 
Bible when the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her she had been chosen to birth the Son of 
God. After a brief conversation Mary responded, “And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 
let it be to me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38). It’s amazing how quickly Mary made her decision. 
Perhaps the moment of decision was preceded by years of obedience. God will present you many 
opportunities to say “Yes” to Him this Christmas season. Please do so. 
 
READ:  
Luke 1:35–38 (NLT) [35] The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of 
God. [36] What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say 
she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. [37] For the word of God 
will never fail.” [38] Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me 

come true.” And then the angel left her.  
 
REFLECT 
Has Jesus been whispering a challenge or calling in your life that you struggling to say “yes” to? Today, 
cross the line and obey. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 

 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 

PREPARE TO INCLUDE OTHERS 
Christmas has always been a season of ‘we’ rather than ‘I’. The birth of Jesus saw a multitude of 
angels singing and praising God. In response to the angels, shepherds grabbed their staffs and headed 
to find Jesus. Wise men would show up later to present gifts. Christmas is indeed a time to be with 
others. Health concerns are going to make this more of a challenge but not impossible. Arrange to visit 
with family via Zoom or do drive by visits or gather in several small groups. Be wise but don’t be alone.  
 
READ:  
Luke 2:8–20 (NLT) [8] That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their 
flocks of sheep. [9] Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the 
Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, [10] but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” 
he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. [11] The Savior—yes, the 
Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! [12] And you will recognize 
him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” [13] 
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and 
saying, [14] “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 
[15] When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” [16] They hurried 
to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. [17] After 
seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them 
about this child. [18] All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, [19] but Mary kept all these 
things in her heart and thought about them often. [20] The shepherds went back to their flocks, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.  
 
REFLECT 
It may take some effort but find a way to include others in your Christmas season. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 


