
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 13 – Saturday, December 19 
 

Anticipating Christmas 
Whether it is the anticipation of opening presents or the excitement of seeing family members 
or waiting for the first snow fall, Christmas generates a great sense of anticipation. We hope 
these devotionals will help fan the flame of anticipating the birth of Christ by considering 
several Old Testament prophecies proclaiming the birth of Jesus. 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 
 
FROM THE BEGINNING 
Adam and Eve lived in a place of perfection. The Garden of Eden was beyond beautiful, provided for 
their every need and best of all, they got to be in the very presence of God. Why in the world would you 
mess that up? But they did. Genesis 3 describes the temptation of Satan that ensnared them and their 
fall. As God was dispensing justice to Satan, we get a promise of the birth and victory of Christ (see 
verse 15).   
 
READ:  
Genesis 3:14–15 (ESV) [14] The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed 
are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you 
shall eat all the days of your life. [15] I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  
 
REFLECT 
What brought Christ to earth was God’s desire to restore relationship with Him that sin broke. Take a 
moment to praise God for sending Christ so that your sins could be forgiven, and new life provided.  
 

 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 
 
NEVER FORGET – HE IS WITH YOU 
Immanuel; God with us. These words were written to a king of Israel in the middle of a national 
calamity. The announcement was meant to communicate that the sovereign and all-knowing God was 
aware of the king’s struggle. It also communicates that He had the situation well in hand and it served 
as a minor rebuke to the king’s lack of faith in God. Once again, God’s answer to our struggles is the 
offer of Himself.  
 
READ:  
Isaiah 7:14 (ESV) [14] Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  
 
REFLECT 
Think about your situation for a moment. How does the promise of Immanuel, God with you, speak to 
your situation? 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
 
THE PROMISE OF A CHILD 
The nation of Israel was in chaos. The nation was divided into two kingdoms and under attack from the 
nation of Assyria. People were afraid, discouraged and were losing hope. Into this mess God sent the 
prophet Isaiah. After proclaiming a rather bleak picture of the future, he offered words of hope. A child 
would be born who would have extraordinary wisdom. He would be an all-powerful king, eternal God 
and One who brings peace. WOW! That is someone worth knowing and following. 
 
READ:  
Isaiah 9:6 (ESV) [6] For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  
 
REFLECT 
Think about the four descriptions of Christ. Which one are you in need of today? In prayer, yield to 
Christ for who He is and ask Him to live through you. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
 
THE ORDINARY MADE EXTRAORDINARY 
Bethlehem was about six miles south of Jerusalem. At the time of Jesus’ birth, it was little more than a 
small farming village with a couple hundred people. It contained no wealth, no prestige, no resources, 
no significance. It was so small that Joshua and Nehemiah did not even include it when they listed the 
cities in Judah. It was just an ordinary town full of ordinary people. Yet something happened there that 
would change how people thought about Bethlehem forever. God choose something small, something 
ordinary, something no one even noticed to change the course of history and eternity? In the hands of 
Christ, ordinary people and ordinary moments become extraordinary.  
 
READ:  
Micah 5:2 (ESV) [2] But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 
old, from ancient days.  
 
REFLECT 
Praise God for sending Christ so that your ordinary life could be transformed into an extraordinary life in 
Christ. Celebrate that life today. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 

 
 
 
 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 
 
THE SON OF DAVID 
If we are being honest, few of us read the genealogies listed in the Matthew and Luke. On the surface, 
they can seem like a string of names that have little meaning. But the writers, under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit, wrote with purpose. Consider Matthew 1:1, The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham. Jesus is described as the son of David. God promised to David that 
his throne would endure forever (2 Samuel 7:12-16). By referring to Jesus as the son of David, Matthew 
reminds us that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s covenant promise. 
 
READ:  
Hebrews 13:5–6 (ESV) [5] Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, 
for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” [6] So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my 
helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”  
 
Romans 8:38–39 (ESV) [38] For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
REFLECT 
How do these promises encourage you today and create anticipation for what God is going to do in 
your life? 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 
 
 
 



 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 
THE SON OF ABRAHAM 
Let’s consider again Matthew 1:1 – The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham. The reference to Abraham, like David, also fulfills a covenant promise of God. 
Genesis 22:18 says, “and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  In other words, 
the promised Messiah would be that blessing and through Him all the nations could know God. 
Interestingly, Matthew picks up this same idea as he closes his book. Consider the scripture below. 
 
READ:  
Matthew 28:18–20 (ESV) [18] And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 
REFLECT 
How can you be a blessing to others this Christmas season? Perhaps, you can be the person who 
leads them to the blessing that is the Messiah. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 

 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 
FOUR SURPRISING NAMES 
Yes, we are going to look one more time at the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1. Interestingly, there 
are four Old Testament women mentioned: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba. Tamar was mistreated 
by wicked husbands. Rahab was a prostitute. Ruth was a righteous foreigner. Bathsheba committed 
adultery. Quite an assortment of stories. Yet, each one garners a mention in the genealogy of Jesus. 
What a wonderful reminder that God looks on the heart and has the ability to transform any 
circumstance to our benefit and His glory. 
 
READ:  
Genesis 50:20 (ESV) [20] As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.  
 
1 Peter 1:6–7 (ESV) [6] In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, [7] so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.  
 
REFLECT 
As you anticipate Christmas, don’t allow your past to determine your present. Is there an area of your 
life you need to turn over to Jesus so He can transform it for your benefit and His glory? 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER 


