
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, MAY 3 – SUNDAY, MAY 9 
 
MONDAY, MAY 3 
 
PAUL TO THE LEADERS – ELDERS AND DEACONS 
 

READ:  
1 Timothy 3:1–16 (NLT) [1] This is a trustworthy saying: “If someone aspires to be a church leader, he 
desires an honorable position.” [2] So a church leader must be a man whose life is above reproach. He 
must be faithful to his wife. He must exercise self-control, live wisely, and have a good reputation. He 
must enjoy having guests in his home, and he must be able to teach. [3] He must not be a heavy 
drinker or be violent. He must be gentle, not quarrelsome, and not love money. [4] He must manage his 
own family well, having children who respect and obey him. [5] For if a man cannot manage his own 
household, how can he take care of God’s church? [6] A church leader must not be a new believer, 
because he might become proud, and the devil would cause him to fall. [7] Also, people outside the 
church must speak well of him so that he will not be disgraced and fall into the devil’s trap. [8] In the 
same way, deacons must be well respected and have integrity. They must not be heavy drinkers or 
dishonest with money. [9] They must be committed to the mystery of the faith now revealed and must 
live with a clear conscience. [10] Before they are appointed as deacons, let them be closely examined. 
If they pass the test, then let them serve as deacons. [11] In the same way, their wives must be 
respected and must not slander others. They must exercise self-control and be faithful in everything 
they do. [12] A deacon must be faithful to his wife, and he must manage his children and household 
well. [13] Those who do well as deacons will be rewarded with respect from others and will have 
increased confidence in their faith in Christ Jesus. [14] I am writing these things to you now, even 
though I hope to be with you soon, [15] so that if I am delayed, you will know how people must conduct 
themselves in the household of God. This is the church of the living God, which is the pillar and 
foundation of the truth. [16] Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith: Christ was revealed 
in a human body and vindicated by the Spirit. He was seen by angels and announced to the nations. 
He was believed in throughout the world and taken to heaven in glory.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 
 

 



TUESDAY, MAY 4 
 
PAUL TO THE LEADERS – THE LOVE OF MONEY 
 

READ:  
1 Timothy 6:3–21 (NLT) [3] Some people may contradict our teaching, but these are the wholesome 
teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. These teachings promote a godly life. [4] Anyone who teaches 
something different is arrogant and lacks understanding. Such a person has an unhealthy desire to 
quibble over the meaning of words. This stirs up arguments ending in jealousy, division, slander, and 
evil suspicions. [5] These people always cause trouble. Their minds are corrupt, and they have turned 
their backs on the truth. To them, a show of godliness is just a way to become wealthy. [6] Yet true 
godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. [7] After all, we brought nothing with us when we 
came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. [8] So if we have enough 
food and clothing, let us be content. [9] But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are 
trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. [10] For the 
love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the 
true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. [11] But you, Timothy, are a man of God; so run 
from all these evil things. Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along with faith, love, perseverance, 
and gentleness. [12] Fight the good fight for the true faith. Hold tightly to the eternal life to which God 
has called you, which you have declared so well before many witnesses. [13] And I charge you before 
God, who gives life to all, and before Christ Jesus, who gave a good testimony before Pontius Pilate, 
[14] that you obey this command without wavering. Then no one can find fault with you from now until 
our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. [15] For at just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by 
the blessed and only almighty God, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords. [16] He alone can never 
die, and he lives in light so brilliant that no human can approach him. No human eye has ever seen 
him, nor ever will. All honor and power to him forever! Amen. [17] Teach those who are rich in this world 
not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who 
richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. [18] Tell them to use their money to do good. They should 
be rich in good works and generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others. [19] By 
doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may 
experience true life. [20] Timothy, guard what God has entrusted to you. Avoid godless, foolish 
discussions with those who oppose you with their so-called knowledge. [21] Some people have 
wandered from the faith by following such foolishness. May God’s grace be with you all.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 
 
PAUL TO THE LEADERS – GOOD SOLDIERS OF CHRIST 
 
READ:  
2 Timothy 2:1–26 (NLT) [1] Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that God gives you in 
Christ Jesus. [2] You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable 
witnesses. Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to 
others. [3] Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. [4] Soldiers don’t get tied 
up in the affairs of civilian life, for then they cannot please the officer who enlisted them. [5] And 
athletes cannot win the prize unless they follow the rules. [6] And hardworking farmers should be the 
first to enjoy the fruit of their labor. [7] Think about what I am saying. The Lord will help you understand 
all these things. [8] Always remember that Jesus Christ, a descendant of King David, was raised from 
the dead. This is the Good News I preach. [9] And because I preach this Good News, I am suffering 
and have been chained like a criminal. But the word of God cannot be chained. [10] So I am willing to 
endure anything if it will bring salvation and eternal glory in Christ Jesus to those God has chosen. [11] 
This is a trustworthy saying: If we die with him, we will also live with him. [12] If we endure hardship, we 
will reign with him. If we deny him, he will deny us. [13] If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he 
cannot deny who he is. [14] Remind everyone about these things, and command them in God’s 
presence to stop fighting over words. Such arguments are useless, and they can ruin those who hear 
them. [15] Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, 
one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth. [16] Avoid 
worthless, foolish talk that only leads to more godless behavior. [17] This kind of talk spreads like 
cancer, as in the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. [18] They have left the path of truth, claiming that 
the resurrection of the dead has already occurred; in this way, they have turned some people away 
from the faith. [19] But God’s truth stands firm like a foundation stone with this inscription: “The LORD 
knows those who are his,” and “All who belong to the LORD must turn away from evil.” [20] In a wealthy 
home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood and clay. The expensive 
utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use. [21] If you keep 
yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable use. Your life will be clean, and you will be 
ready for the Master to use you for every good work. [22] Run from anything that stimulates youthful 
lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship of those 
who call on the Lord with pure hearts. [23] Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments 
that only start fights. [24] A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able 
to teach, and be patient with difficult people. [25] Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps 
God will change those people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth. [26] Then they will come to their 
senses and escape from the devil’s trap. For they have been held captive by him to do whatever he 
wants.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 



THURSDAY, MAY 6 
 
PAUL TO THE LEADERS – ALL SCRIPTURE IS GOD-BREATHED 
 
READ:  
2 Timothy 3:10–4:8 (NLT) [10] But you, Timothy, certainly know what I teach, and how I live, and what 
my purpose in life is. You know my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance. [11] You know how 
much persecution and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I was persecuted in Antioch, 
Iconium, and Lystra—but the Lord rescued me from all of it. [12] Yes, and everyone who wants to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. [13] But evil people and impostors will flourish. They 
will deceive others and will themselves be deceived. [14] But you must remain faithful to the things you 
have been taught. You know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you. [15] You 
have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive 
the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to 
teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are 
wrong and teaches us to do what is right. [17] God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every 
good work. [1] I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge 
the living and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: [2] Preach the word of God. Be 
prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people 
with good teaching. [3] For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome 
teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their 
itching ears want to hear. [4] They will reject the truth and chase after myths. [5] But you should keep a 
clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good 
News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given you. [6] As for me, my life has already been 
poured out as an offering to God. The time of my death is near. [7] I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, and I have remained faithful. [8] And now the prize awaits me—the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize 
is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, MAY 7 
 
PAUL TO THE LEADERS – THE COMING OF THE LORD 
 
READ:  
1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11 (NLT) [13] And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what 
will happen to the believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. [14] 
For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus 
returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died. [15] We tell you this directly from the 
Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died. [16] 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their 



graves. [17] Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. [18] So encourage each 
other with these words. [1] Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and 
sisters, we don’t really need to write you. [2] For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return 
will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. [3] When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful 
and secure,” then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin. And 
there will be no escape. [4] But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and 
you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. [5] For you are all children of the 
light and of the day; we don’t belong to darkness and night. [6] So be on your guard, not asleep like the 
others. Stay alert and be clearheaded. [7] Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers get drunk. 
[8] But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and love, and wearing 
as our helmet the confidence of our salvation. [9] For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. [10] Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive 
when he returns, we can live with him forever. [11] So encourage each other and build each other up, 
just as you are already doing.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEEKEND – MAY 8-9 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Proverbs for some 

WEEKEND WISDOM. 
 
READ:  
Proverbs 27 (NLT) [1] Don’t brag about tomorrow, since you don’t know what the day will bring. [2] Let 
someone else praise you, not your own mouth— a stranger, not your own lips. [3] A stone is heavy and 
sand is weighty, but the resentment caused by a fool is even heavier. [4] Anger is cruel, and wrath is 
like a flood, but jealousy is even more dangerous. [5] An open rebuke is better than hidden love! [6] 
Wounds from a sincere friend are better than many kisses from an enemy. [7] A person who is full 
refuses honey, but even bitter food tastes sweet to the hungry. [8] A person who strays from home is 
like a bird that strays from its nest. [9] The heartfelt counsel of a friend is as sweet as perfume and 
incense. [10] Never abandon a friend— either yours or your father’s. When disaster strikes, you won’t 
have to ask your brother for assistance. It’s better to go to a neighbor than to a brother who lives far 
away. [11] Be wise, my child, and make my heart glad. Then I will be able to answer my critics. [12] A 
prudent person foresees danger and takes precautions. The simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the 
consequences. [13] Get security from someone who guarantees a stranger’s debt. Get a deposit if he 
does it for foreigners. [14] A loud and cheerful greeting early in the morning will be taken as a curse! 
[15] A quarrelsome wife is as annoying as constant dripping on a rainy day. [16] Stopping her 
complaints is like trying to stop the wind or trying to hold something with greased hands. [17] As iron 
sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend. [18] As workers who tend a fig tree are allowed to eat the 
fruit, so workers who protect their employer’s interests will be rewarded. [19] As a face is reflected in 
water, so the heart reflects the real person. [20] Just as Death and Destruction are never satisfied, so 



human desire is never satisfied. [21] Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but a person is tested by 
being praised. [22] You cannot separate fools from their foolishness, even though you grind them like 
grain with mortar and pestle. [23] Know the state of your flocks, and put your heart into caring for your 
herds, [24] for riches don’t last forever, and the crown might not be passed to the next generation. [25] 
After the hay is harvested and the new crop appears and the mountain grasses are gathered in, [26] 
your sheep will provide wool for clothing, and your goats will provide the price of a field. [27] And you 
will have enough goats’ milk for yourself, your family, and your servant girls.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 


