
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, MAY 17 – SUNDAY, MAY 23 
 
MONDAY, MAY 17 
 
THE REVELATION – A VOICE AND A VISION 
 

READ:  
Revelation 1:1–20 (NLT) [1] This is a revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his 
servants the events that must soon take place. He sent an angel to present this revelation to his 
servant John, [2] who faithfully reported everything he saw. This is his report of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. [3] God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church, 
and he blesses all who listen to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near. [4] This letter is 
from John to the seven churches in the province of Asia. Grace and peace to you from the one who is, 
who always was, and who is still to come; from the sevenfold Spirit before his throne; [5] and from 
Jesus Christ. He is the faithful witness to these things, the first to rise from the dead, and the ruler of all 
the kings of the world. All glory to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by shedding his 
blood for us. [6] He has made us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father. All glory and power to him 
forever and ever! Amen. [7] Look! He comes with the clouds of heaven. And everyone will see him— 
even those who pierced him. And all the nations of the world will mourn for him. Yes! Amen! [8] “I am 
the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end,” says the Lord God. “I am the one who is, who 
always was, and who is still to come—the Almighty One.” [9] I, John, am your brother and your partner 
in suffering and in God’s Kingdom and in the patient endurance to which Jesus calls us. I was exiled to 
the island of Patmos for preaching the word of God and for my testimony about Jesus. [10] It was the 
Lord’s Day, and I was worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 
blast. [11] It said, “Write in a book everything you see, and send it to the seven churches in the cities of 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” [12] When I turned to see 
who was speaking to me, I saw seven gold lampstands. [13] And standing in the middle of the 
lampstands was someone like the Son of Man. He was wearing a long robe with a gold sash across his 
chest. [14] His head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes were like flames 
of fire. [15] His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice thundered like mighty 
ocean waves. [16] He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword came from his 
mouth. And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance. [17] When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were 
dead. But he laid his right hand on me and said, “Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last. [18] I am 
the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave. 
[19] “Write down what you have seen—both the things that are now happening and the things that will 
happen. [20] This is the meaning of the mystery of the seven stars you saw in my right hand and the 
seven gold lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands are the seven churches.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

 



PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
TUESDAY, MAY 18 
 
THE REVELATION – MESSAGES TO THE CHURCHES 
 

READ:  
Revelation 2:1–3:22 (NLT) [1] “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. This is the 
message from the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand, the one who walks among the 
seven gold lampstands: [2] “I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your patient 
endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of those who say they 
are apostles but are not. You have discovered they are liars. [3] You have patiently suffered for me 
without quitting. [4] “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did 
at first! [5] Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t 
repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches. [6] But this is in 
your favor: You hate the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as I do. [7] “Anyone with ears to hear must 
listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I 
will give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of God. [8] “Write this letter to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna. This is the message from the one who is the First and the Last, who was dead but is now 
alive: [9] “I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich! I know the blasphemy of 
those opposing you. They say they are Jews, but they are not, because their synagogue belongs to 
Satan. [10] Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some of you into prison 
to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain faithful even when facing death, I will give you 
the crown of life. [11] “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is 
saying to the churches. Whoever is victorious will not be harmed by the second death. [12] “Write this 
letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum. This is the message from the one with the sharp two-
edged sword: [13] “I know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you have remained 
loyal to me. You refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred among you 
there in Satan’s city. [14] “But I have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some among you 
whose teaching is like that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the people of Israel. He taught 
them to sin by eating food offered to idols and by committing sexual sin. [15] In a similar way, you have 
some Nicolaitans among you who follow the same teaching. [16] Repent of your sin, or I will come to 
you suddenly and fight against them with the sword of my mouth. [17] “Anyone with ears to hear must 
listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I 
will give some of the manna that has been hidden away in heaven. And I will give to each one a white 
stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that no one understands except the one who 
receives it. [18] “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the message from the 
Son of God, whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze: [19] “I know all the 
things you do. I have seen your love, your faith, your service, and your patient endurance. And I can 
see your constant improvement in all these things. [20] “But I have this complaint against you. You are 
permitting that woman—that Jezebel who calls herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. She 
teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat food offered to idols. [21] I gave her time to repent, but 
she does not want to turn away from her immorality. [22] “Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of 
suffering, and those who commit adultery with her will suffer greatly unless they repent and turn away 
from her evil deeds. [23] I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am the one 
who searches out the thoughts and intentions of every person. And I will give to each of you whatever 
you deserve. [24] “But I also have a message for the rest of you in Thyatira who have not followed this 
false teaching (‘deeper truths,’ as they call them—depths of Satan, actually). I will ask nothing more of 
you [25] except that you hold tightly to what you have until I come. [26] To all who are victorious, who 
obey me to the very end, To them I will give authority over all the nations. [27] They will rule the nations 



with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots. [28] They will have the same authority I received from 
my Father, and I will also give them the morning star! [29] “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the 
Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. [1] “Write this letter to the angel of the church 
in Sardis. This is the message from the one who has the sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars: “I 
know all the things you do, and that you have a reputation for being alive—but you are dead. [2] Wake 
up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost dead. I find that your actions do not 
meet the requirements of my God. [3] Go back to what you heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. 
Repent and turn to me again. If you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a 
thief. [4] “Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes with evil. They 
will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. [5] All who are victorious will be clothed in white. I will 
never erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will announce before my Father and his angels that 
they are mine. [6] “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying 
to the churches. [7] “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. This is the message 
from the one who is holy and true, the one who has the key of David. What he opens, no one can close; 
and what he closes, no one can open: [8] “I know all the things you do, and I have opened a door for 
you that no one can close. You have little strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny me. [9] 
Look, I will force those who belong to Satan’s synagogue—those liars who say they are Jews but are 
not—to come and bow down at your feet. They will acknowledge that you are the ones I love. [10] 
“Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you from the great time of testing 
that will come upon the whole world to test those who belong to this world. [11] I am coming soon. Hold 
on to what you have, so that no one will take away your crown. [12] All who are victorious will become 
pillars in the Temple of my God, and they will never have to leave it. And I will write on them the name 
of my God, and they will be citizens in the city of my God—the new Jerusalem that comes down from 
heaven from my God. And I will also write on them my new name. [13] “Anyone with ears to hear must 
listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. [14] “Write this letter to the angel 
of the church in Laodicea. This is the message from the one who is the Amen—the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of God’s new creation: [15] “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot 
nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other! [16] But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot 
nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! [17] You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a 
thing!’ And you don’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. [18] 
So I advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy 
white garments from me so you will not be shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so 
you will be able to see. [19] I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your 
indifference. [20] “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will 
come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. [21] Those who are victorious will sit with me on 
my throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his throne. [22] “Anyone with ears to hear 
must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
 



WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 
 
THE REVELATION – THE THRONE OF HEAVEN 
 
READ:  
Revelation 4:1–7:17 (NLT) [1] Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven, and the same 
voice I had heard before spoke to me like a trumpet blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and I will 
show you what must happen after this.” [2] And instantly I was in the Spirit, and I saw a throne in 
heaven and someone sitting on it. [3] The one sitting on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones—like 
jasper and carnelian. And the glow of an emerald circled his throne like a rainbow. [4] Twenty-four 
thrones surrounded him, and twenty-four elders sat on them. They were all clothed in white and had 
gold crowns on their heads. [5] From the throne came flashes of lightning and the rumble of thunder. 
And in front of the throne were seven torches with burning flames. This is the sevenfold Spirit of God. 
[6] In front of the throne was a shiny sea of glass, sparkling like crystal. In the center and around the 
throne were four living beings, each covered with eyes, front and back. [7] The first of these living 
beings was like a lion; the second was like an ox; the third had a human face; and the fourth was like 
an eagle in flight. [8] Each of these living beings had six wings, and their wings were covered all over 
with eyes, inside and out. Day after day and night after night they keep on saying, “Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord God, the Almighty— the one who always was, who is, and who is still to come.” [9] Whenever 
the living beings give glory and honor and thanks to the one sitting on the throne (the one who lives 
forever and ever), [10] the twenty-four elders fall down and worship the one sitting on the throne (the 
one who lives forever and ever). And they lay their crowns before the throne and say, [11] “You are 
worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created all things, and they 
exist because you created what you pleased.” [1] Then I saw a scroll in the right hand of the one who 
was sitting on the throne. There was writing on the inside and the outside of the scroll, and it was 
sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel, who shouted with a loud voice: “Who is worthy to 
break the seals on this scroll and open it?” [3] But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was 
able to open the scroll and read it. [4] Then I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy 
to open the scroll and read it. [5] But one of the twenty-four elders said to me, “Stop weeping! Look, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the heir to David’s throne, has won the victory. He is worthy to open the scroll 
and its seven seals.” [6] Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if it had been slaughtered, but it was now 
standing between the throne and the four living beings and among the twenty-four elders. He had 
seven horns and seven eyes, which represent the sevenfold Spirit of God that is sent out into every part 
of the earth. [7] He stepped forward and took the scroll from the right hand of the one sitting on the 
throne. [8] And when he took the scroll, the four living beings and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb. Each one had a harp, and they held gold bowls filled with incense, which are the 
prayers of God’s people. [9] And they sang a new song with these words: “You are worthy to take the 
scroll and break its seals and open it. For you were slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed people 
for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. [10] And you have caused them to 
become a Kingdom of priests for our God. And they will reign on the earth.” [11] Then I looked again, 
and I heard the voices of thousands and millions of angels around the throne and of the living beings 
and the elders. [12] And they sang in a mighty chorus: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered— to 
receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.” [13] And then I 
heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea. They sang: “Blessing 
and honor and glory and power belong to the one sitting on the throne and to the Lamb forever and 
ever.” [14] And the four living beings said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped 
the Lamb. [1] As I watched, the Lamb broke the first of the seven seals on the scroll. Then I heard one 
of the four living beings say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” [2] I looked up and saw a white horse 
standing there. Its rider carried a bow, and a crown was placed on his head. He rode out to win many 
battles and gain the victory. [3] When the Lamb broke the second seal, I heard the second living being 
say, “Come!” [4] Then another horse appeared, a red one. Its rider was given a mighty sword and the 
authority to take peace from the earth. And there was war and slaughter everywhere. [5] When the 
Lamb broke the third seal, I heard the third living being say, “Come!” I looked up and saw a black horse, 
and its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. [6] And I heard a voice from among the four living 
beings say, “A loaf of wheat bread or three loaves of barley will cost a day’s pay. And don’t waste the 
olive oil and wine.” [7] When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the fourth living being say, “Come!” 



[8] I looked up and saw a horse whose color was pale green. Its rider was named Death, and his 
companion was the Grave. These two were given authority over one-fourth of the earth, to kill with the 
sword and famine and disease and wild animals. [9] When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw under 
the altar the souls of all who had been martyred for the word of God and for being faithful in their 
testimony. [10] They shouted to the Lord and said, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before 
you judge the people who belong to this world and avenge our blood for what they have done to us?” 
[11] Then a white robe was given to each of them. And they were told to rest a little longer until the full 
number of their brothers and sisters—their fellow servants of Jesus who were to be martyred—had 
joined them. [12] I watched as the Lamb broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake. The 
sun became as dark as black cloth, and the moon became as red as blood. [13] Then the stars of the 
sky fell to the earth like green figs falling from a tree shaken by a strong wind. [14] The sky was rolled 
up like a scroll, and all of the mountains and islands were moved from their places. [15] Then 
everyone—the kings of the earth, the rulers, the generals, the wealthy, the powerful, and every slave 
and free person—all hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. [16] And they 
cried to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb. [17] For the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able 
to survive?” [1] Then I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four 
winds so they did not blow on the earth or the sea, or even on any tree. [2] And I saw another angel 
coming up from the east, carrying the seal of the living God. And he shouted to those four angels, who 
had been given power to harm land and sea, [3] “Wait! Don’t harm the land or the sea or the trees until 
we have placed the seal of God on the foreheads of his servants.” [4] And I heard how many were 
marked with the seal of God—144,000 were sealed from all the tribes of Israel: [5] from Judah 12,000 
from Reuben 12,000 from Gad 12,000 [6] from Asher 12,000 from Naphtali 12,000 from Manasseh 
12,000 [7] from Simeon 12,000 from Levi 12,000 from Issachar 12,000 [8] from Zebulun 12,000 from 
Joseph 12,000 from Benjamin 12,000 [9] After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every 
nation and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They 
were clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their hands. [10] And they were shouting with a 
great roar, “Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne and from the Lamb!” [11] And all the 
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living beings. And they fell 
before the throne with their faces to the ground and worshiped God. [12] They sang, “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength belong to our God forever 
and ever! Amen.” [13] Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, “Who are these who are clothed in 
white? Where did they come from?” [14] And I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he 
said to me, “These are the ones who died in the great tribulation. They have washed their robes in the 
blood of the Lamb and made them white. [15] “That is why they stand in front of God’s throne and serve 
him day and night in his Temple. And he who sits on the throne will give them shelter. [16] They will 
never again be hungry or thirsty; they will never be scorched by the heat of the sun. [17] For the Lamb 
on the throne will be their Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of life-giving water. And God will wipe 
every tear from their eyes.”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 



THURSDAY, MAY 20 
 
THE REVELATION – HALLELUJAH! 
 
READ:  
Revelation 19:1–20:15 (NLT) [1] After this, I heard what sounded like a vast crowd in heaven shouting, 
“Praise the LORD! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God. [2] His judgments are true and 
just. He has punished the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality. He has avenged 
the murder of his servants.” [3] And again their voices rang out: “Praise the LORD! The smoke from that 
city ascends forever and ever!” [4] Then the twenty-four elders and the four living beings fell down and 
worshiped God, who was sitting on the throne. They cried out, “Amen! Praise the LORD!” [5] And from 
the throne came a voice that said, “Praise our God, all his servants, all who fear him, from the least to 
the greatest.” [6] Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty 
ocean waves or the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the LORD! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, 
reigns. [7] Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for the 
wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. [8] She has been given the finest of 
pure white linen to wear.” For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people. [9] And 
the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.” 
And he added, “These are true words that come from God.” [10] Then I fell down at his feet to worship 
him, but he said, “No, don’t worship me. I am a servant of God, just like you and your brothers and 
sisters who testify about their faith in Jesus. Worship only God. For the essence of prophecy is to give a 
clear witness for Jesus.” [11] Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its 
rider was named Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. [12] His eyes were 
like flames of fire, and on his head were many crowns. A name was written on him that no one 
understood except himself. [13] He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the Word of God. [14] 
The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white horses. [15] From 
his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod. He will 
release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a winepress. [16] On his robe at his 
thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords. [17] Then I saw an angel standing in 
the sun, shouting to the vultures flying high in the sky: “Come! Gather together for the great banquet 
God has prepared. [18] Come and eat the flesh of kings, generals, and strong warriors; of horses and 
their riders; and of all humanity, both free and slave, small and great.” [19] Then I saw the beast and 
the kings of the world and their armies gathered together to fight against the one sitting on the horse 
and his army. [20] And the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who did mighty miracles 
on behalf of the beast—miracles that deceived all who had accepted the mark of the beast and who 
worshiped his statue. Both the beast and his false prophet were thrown alive into the fiery lake of 
burning sulfur. [21] Their entire army was killed by the sharp sword that came from the mouth of the 
one riding the white horse. And the vultures all gorged themselves on the dead bodies. [1] Then I saw 
an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the bottomless pit and a heavy chain in his hand. [2] 
He seized the dragon—that old serpent, who is the devil, Satan—and bound him in chains for a 
thousand years. [3] The angel threw him into the bottomless pit, which he then shut and locked so 
Satan could not deceive the nations anymore until the thousand years were finished. Afterward he must 
be released for a little while. [4] Then I saw thrones, and the people sitting on them had been given the 
authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony about 
Jesus and for proclaiming the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his statue, nor 
accepted his mark on their forehead or their hands. They all came to life again, and they reigned with 
Christ for a thousand years. [5] This is the first resurrection. (The rest of the dead did not come back to 
life until the thousand years had ended.) [6] Blessed and holy are those who share in the first 
resurrection. For them the second death holds no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ 
and will reign with him a thousand years. [7] When the thousand years come to an end, Satan will be let 
out of his prison. [8] He will go out to deceive the nations—called Gog and Magog—in every corner of 
the earth. He will gather them together for battle—a mighty army, as numberless as sand along the 
seashore. [9] And I saw them as they went up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded God’s 
people and the beloved city. But fire from heaven came down on the attacking armies and consumed 
them. [10] Then the devil, who had deceived them, was thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulfur, 
joining the beast and the false prophet. There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 



[11] And I saw a great white throne and the one sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from his presence, 
but they found no place to hide. [12] I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God’s 
throne. And the books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to 
what they had done, as recorded in the books. [13] The sea gave up its dead, and death and the grave 
gave up their dead. And all were judged according to their deeds. [14] Then death and the grave were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second death. [15] And anyone whose name was not 
found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, MAY 21 
 
THE REVELATION – THE NEW JERUSALEM 
 
READ:  
Revelation 21:1–22:21 (NLT) [1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and 
the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. [2] And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. [3] I 
heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live 
with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. [4] He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone 
forever.” [5] And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then he 
said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” [6] And he also said, “It is 
finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give 
freely from the springs of the water of life. [7] All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I 
will be their God, and they will be my children. [8] “But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, 
the immoral, those who practice witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake of 
burning sulfur. This is the second death.” [9] Then one of the seven angels who held the seven bowls 
containing the seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come with me! I will show you the bride, the 
wife of the Lamb.” [10] So he took me in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and he showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. [11] It shone with the glory of God and 
sparkled like a precious stone—like jasper as clear as crystal. [12] The city wall was broad and high, 
with twelve gates guarded by twelve angels. And the names of the twelve tribes of Israel were written 
on the gates. [13] There were three gates on each side—east, north, south, and west. [14] The wall of 
the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were written the names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. [15] The angel who talked to me held in his hand a gold measuring stick to measure the city, its 
gates, and its wall. [16] When he measured it, he found it was a square, as wide as it was long. In fact, 
its length and width and height were each 1,400 miles. [17] Then he measured the walls and found 
them to be 216 feet thick (according to the human standard used by the angel). [18] The wall was made 
of jasper, and the city was pure gold, as clear as glass. [19] The wall of the city was built on foundation 
stones inlaid with twelve precious stones: the first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the 
fourth emerald, [20] the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth 
topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. [21] The twelve gates were 
made of pearls—each gate from a single pearl! And the main street was pure gold, as clear as glass. 



[22] I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. [23] And the city 
has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light. [24] The 
nations will walk in its light, and the kings of the world will enter the city in all their glory. [25] Its gates 
will never be closed at the end of day because there is no night there. [26] And all the nations will bring 
their glory and honor into the city. [27] Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices 
shameful idolatry and dishonesty—but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
[1] Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb. [2] It flowed down the center of the main street. On each side of the river grew a 
tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for 
medicine to heal the nations. [3] No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God 
and of the Lamb will be there, and his servants will worship him. [4] And they will see his face, and his 
name will be written on their foreheads. [5] And there will be no night there—no need for lamps or 
sun—for the Lord God will shine on them. And they will reign forever and ever. [6] Then the angel said 
to me, “Everything you have heard and seen is trustworthy and true. The Lord God, who inspires his 
prophets, has sent his angel to tell his servants what will happen soon.” [7] “Look, I am coming soon! 
Blessed are those who obey the words of prophecy written in this book.” [8] I, John, am the one who 
heard and saw all these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the 
angel who showed them to me. [9] But he said, “No, don’t worship me. I am a servant of God, just like 
you and your brothers the prophets, as well as all who obey what is written in this book. Worship only 
God!” [10] Then he instructed me, “Do not seal up the prophetic words in this book, for the time is near. 
[11] Let the one who is doing harm continue to do harm; let the one who is vile continue to be vile; let 
the one who is righteous continue to live righteously; let the one who is holy continue to be holy.” [12] 
“Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people according to their deeds. [13] 
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” [14] Blessed are 
those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter through the gates of the city and eat the 
fruit from the tree of life. [15] Outside the city are the dogs—the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the 
murderers, the idol worshipers, and all who love to live a lie. [16] “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give 
you this message for the churches. I am both the source of David and the heir to his throne. I am the 
bright morning star.” [17] The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let anyone who hears this say, “Come.” 
Let anyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who desires drink freely from the water of life. [18] And I 
solemnly declare to everyone who hears the words of prophecy written in this book: If anyone adds 
anything to what is written here, God will add to that person the plagues described in this book. [19] 
And if anyone removes any of the words from this book of prophecy, God will remove that person’s 
share in the tree of life and in the holy city that are described in this book. [20] He who is the faithful 
witness to all these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon!” Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! [21] May the grace 
of the Lord Jesus be with God’s holy people.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
 
 



WEEKEND – MAY 22-23 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Proverbs for some 

WEEKEND WISDOM. 
 
READ:  
Proverbs 29 (NLT) [1] Whoever stubbornly refuses to accept criticism will suddenly be destroyed 
beyond recovery. [2] When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. But when the wicked are in 
power, they groan. [3] The man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but if he hangs around with 
prostitutes, his wealth is wasted. [4] A just king gives stability to his nation, but one who demands 
bribes destroys it. [5] To flatter friends is to lay a trap for their feet. [6] Evil people are trapped by sin, 
but the righteous escape, shouting for joy. [7] The godly care about the rights of the poor; the wicked 
don’t care at all. [8] Mockers can get a whole town agitated, but the wise will calm anger. [9] If a wise 
person takes a fool to court, there will be ranting and ridicule but no satisfaction. [10] The bloodthirsty 
hate blameless people, but the upright seek to help them. [11] Fools vent their anger, but the wise 
quietly hold it back. [12] If a ruler pays attention to liars, all his advisers will be wicked. [13] The poor 
and the oppressor have this in common— the LORD gives sight to the eyes of both. [14] If a king judges 
the poor fairly, his throne will last forever. [15] To discipline a child produces wisdom, but a mother is 
disgraced by an undisciplined child. [16] When the wicked are in authority, sin flourishes, but the godly 
will live to see their downfall. [17] Discipline your children, and they will give you peace of mind and will 
make your heart glad. [18] When people do not accept divine guidance, they run wild. But whoever 
obeys the law is joyful. [19] Words alone will not discipline a servant; the words may be understood, but 
they are not heeded. [20] There is more hope for a fool than for someone who speaks without thinking. 
[21] A servant pampered from childhood will become a rebel. [22] An angry person starts fights; a hot-
tempered person commits all kinds of sin. [23] Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor. 
[24] If you assist a thief, you only hurt yourself. You are sworn to tell the truth, but you dare not testify. 
[25] Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but trusting the LORD means safety. [26] Many seek the ruler’s 
favor, but justice comes from the LORD. [27] The righteous despise the unjust; the wicked despise the 
godly.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 


