
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 8 – SUNDAY, MARCH 14 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 8 
 
THE PROPHETS – THE SUFFERING SERVANT 
 

READ:  
Isaiah 51:1–53:12 (NLT) [1] “Listen to me, all who hope for deliverance— all who seek the LORD! 
Consider the rock from which you were cut, the quarry from which you were mined. [2] Yes, think about 
Abraham, your ancestor, and Sarah, who gave birth to your nation. Abraham was only one man when I 
called him. But when I blessed him, he became a great nation.” [3] The LORD will comfort Israel again 
and have pity on her ruins. Her desert will blossom like Eden, her barren wilderness like the garden of 
the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found there. Songs of thanksgiving will fill the air. [4] “Listen to me, 
my people. Hear me, Israel, for my law will be proclaimed, and my justice will become a light to the 
nations. [5] My mercy and justice are coming soon. My salvation is on the way. My strong arm will bring 
justice to the nations. All distant lands will look to me and wait in hope for my powerful arm. [6] Look up 
to the skies above, and gaze down on the earth below. For the skies will disappear like smoke, and the 
earth will wear out like a piece of clothing. The people of the earth will die like flies, but my salvation 
lasts forever. My righteous rule will never end! [7] “Listen to me, you who know right from wrong, you 
who cherish my law in your hearts. Do not be afraid of people’s scorn, nor fear their insults. [8] For the 
moth will devour them as it devours clothing. The worm will eat at them as it eats wool. But my 
righteousness will last forever. My salvation will continue from generation to generation.” [9] Wake up, 
wake up, O LORD! Clothe yourself with strength! Flex your mighty right arm! Rouse yourself as in the 
days of old when you slew Egypt, the dragon of the Nile. [10] Are you not the same today, the one who 
dried up the sea, making a path of escape through the depths so that your people could cross over? 
[11] Those who have been ransomed by the LORD will return. They will enter Jerusalem singing, 
crowned with everlasting joy. Sorrow and mourning will disappear, and they will be filled with joy and 
gladness. [12] “I, yes I, am the one who comforts you. So why are you afraid of mere humans, who 
wither like the grass and disappear? [13] Yet you have forgotten the LORD, your Creator, the one who 
stretched out the sky like a canopy and laid the foundations of the earth. Will you remain in constant 
dread of human oppressors? Will you continue to fear the anger of your enemies? Where is their fury 
and anger now? It is gone! [14] Soon all you captives will be released! Imprisonment, starvation, and 
death will not be your fate! [15] For I am the LORD your God, who stirs up the sea, causing its waves to 
roar. My name is the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [16] And I have put my words in your mouth and hidden 
you safely in my hand. I stretched out the sky like a canopy and laid the foundations of the earth. I am 
the one who says to Israel, ‘You are my people!’ ” [17] Wake up, wake up, O Jerusalem! You have 
drunk the cup of the LORD’s fury. You have drunk the cup of terror, tipping out its last drops. [18] Not 
one of your children is left alive to take your hand and guide you. [19] These two calamities have fallen 
on you: desolation and destruction, famine and war. And who is left to sympathize with you? Who is left 
to comfort you? [20] For your children have fainted and lie in the streets, helpless as antelopes caught 
in a net. The LORD has poured out his fury; God has rebuked them. [21] But now listen to this, you 
afflicted ones who sit in a drunken stupor, though not from drinking wine. [22] This is what the 
Sovereign LORD, your God and Defender, says: “See, I have taken the terrible cup from your hands. 
You will drink no more of my fury. [23] Instead, I will hand that cup to your tormentors, those who said, 
‘We will trample you into the dust and walk on your backs.’ ” [1] Wake up, wake up, O Zion! Clothe 



yourself with strength. Put on your beautiful clothes, O holy city of Jerusalem, for unclean and godless 
people will enter your gates no longer. [2] Rise from the dust, O Jerusalem. Sit in a place of honor. 
Remove the chains of slavery from your neck, O captive daughter of Zion. [3] For this is what the LORD 
says: “When I sold you into exile, I received no payment. Now I can redeem you without having to pay 
for you.” [4] This is what the Sovereign LORD says: “Long ago my people chose to live in Egypt. Now 
they are oppressed by Assyria. [5] What is this?” asks the LORD. “Why are my people enslaved again? 
Those who rule them shout in exultation. My name is blasphemed all day long. [6] But I will reveal my 
name to my people, and they will come to know its power. Then at last they will recognize that I am the 
one who speaks to them.” [7] How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings 
good news, the good news of peace and salvation, the news that the God of Israel reigns! [8] The 
watchmen shout and sing with joy, for before their very eyes they see the LORD returning to Jerusalem. 
[9] Let the ruins of Jerusalem break into joyful song, for the LORD has comforted his people. He has 
redeemed Jerusalem. [10] The LORD has demonstrated his holy power before the eyes of all the 
nations. All the ends of the earth will see the victory of our God. [11] Get out! Get out and leave your 
captivity, where everything you touch is unclean. Get out of there and purify yourselves, you who carry 
home the sacred objects of the LORD. [12] You will not leave in a hurry, running for your lives. For the 
LORD will go ahead of you; yes, the God of Israel will protect you from behind. [13] See, my servant will 
prosper; he will be highly exalted. [14] But many were amazed when they saw him. His face was so 
disfigured he seemed hardly human, and from his appearance, one would scarcely know he was a 
man. [15] And he will startle many nations. Kings will stand speechless in his presence. For they will 
see what they had not been told; they will understand what they had not heard about. [1] Who has 
believed our message? To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful arm? [2] My servant grew up in 
the LORD’s presence like a tender green shoot, like a root in dry ground. There was nothing beautiful or 
majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract us to him. [3] He was despised and rejected— a man 
of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He 
was despised, and we did not care. [4] Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that 
weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his 
own sins! [5] But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be 
whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. [6] All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have 
left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the sins of us all. [7] He was oppressed 
and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep 
is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. [8] Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No 
one cared that he died without descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream. But he was struck 
down for the rebellion of my people. [9] He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone. But he 
was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave. [10] But it was the LORD’s good plan to 
crush him and cause him grief. Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have many 
descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and the LORD’s good plan will prosper in his hands. [11] When he 
sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of his experience, my 
righteous servant will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. 
[12] I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death. He was 
counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 
 

 



TUESDAY, MARCH 9 
 
THE PROPHETS – JEREMIAH’S CALL AND MESSAGE 
 

READ:  
Jeremiah 1:1–3:5 (NLT) [1] These are the words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests from the 
town of Anathoth in the land of Benjamin. [2] The LORD first gave messages to Jeremiah during the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah. [3] The LORD’s messages continued 
throughout the reign of King Jehoiakim, Josiah’s son, until the eleventh year of the reign of King 
Zedekiah, another of Josiah’s sons. In August of that eleventh year the people of Jerusalem were taken 
away as captives. [4] The LORD gave me this message: [5] “I knew you before I formed you in your 
mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.” 
[6] “O Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!” [7] The LORD replied, “Don’t say, 
‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say whatever I tell you. [8] And don’t be afraid 
of the people, for I will be with you and will protect you. I, the LORD, have spoken!” [9] Then the LORD 
reached out and touched my mouth and said, “Look, I have put my words in your mouth! [10] Today I 
appoint you to stand up against nations and kingdoms. Some you must uproot and tear down, destroy 
and overthrow. Others you must build up and plant.” [11] Then the LORD said to me, “Look, Jeremiah! 
What do you see?” And I replied, “I see a branch from an almond tree.” [12] And the LORD said, “That’s 
right, and it means that I am watching, and I will certainly carry out all my plans.” [13] Then the LORD 
spoke to me again and asked, “What do you see now?” And I replied, “I see a pot of boiling water, 
spilling from the north.” [14] “Yes,” the LORD said, “for terror from the north will boil out on the people of 
this land. [15] Listen! I am calling the armies of the kingdoms of the north to come to Jerusalem. I, the 
LORD, have spoken! “They will set their thrones at the gates of the city. They will attack its walls and all 
the other towns of Judah. [16] I will pronounce judgment on my people for all their evil— for deserting 
me and burning incense to other gods. Yes, they worship idols made with their own hands! [17] “Get up 
and prepare for action. Go out and tell them everything I tell you to say. Do not be afraid of them, or I 
will make you look foolish in front of them. [18] For see, today I have made you strong like a fortified city 
that cannot be captured, like an iron pillar or a bronze wall. You will stand against the whole land— the 
kings, officials, priests, and people of Judah. [19] They will fight you, but they will fail. For I am with you, 
and I will take care of you. I, the LORD, have spoken!” [1] The LORD gave me another message. He 
said, [2] “Go and shout this message to Jerusalem. This is what the LORD says: “I remember how eager 
you were to please me as a young bride long ago, how you loved me and followed me even through the 
barren wilderness. [3] In those days Israel was holy to the LORD, the first of his children. All who 
harmed his people were declared guilty, and disaster fell on them. I, the LORD, have spoken!” [4] Listen 
to the word of the LORD, people of Jacob—all you families of Israel! [5] This is what the LORD says: 
“What did your ancestors find wrong with me that led them to stray so far from me? They worshiped 
worthless idols, only to become worthless themselves. [6] They did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD who 
brought us safely out of Egypt and led us through the barren wilderness— a land of deserts and pits, a 
land of drought and death, where no one lives or even travels?’ [7] “And when I brought you into a 
fruitful land to enjoy its bounty and goodness, you defiled my land and corrupted the possession I had 
promised you. [8] The priests did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD?’ Those who taught my word ignored me, 
the rulers turned against me, and the prophets spoke in the name of Baal, wasting their time on 
worthless idols. [9] Therefore, I will bring my case against you,” says the LORD. “I will even bring 
charges against your children’s children in the years to come. [10] “Go west and look in the land of 
Cyprus; go east and search through the land of Kedar. Has anyone ever heard of anything as strange 
as this? [11] Has any nation ever traded its gods for new ones, even though they are not gods at all? 
Yet my people have exchanged their glorious God for worthless idols! [12] The heavens are shocked at 
such a thing and shrink back in horror and dismay,” says the LORD. [13] “For my people have done two 
evil things: They have abandoned me— the fountain of living water. And they have dug for themselves 
cracked cisterns that can hold no water at all! [14] “Why has Israel become a slave? Why has he been 
carried away as plunder? [15] Strong lions have roared against him, and the land has been destroyed. 
The towns are now in ruins, and no one lives in them anymore. [16] Egyptians, marching from their 
cities of Memphis and Tahpanhes, have destroyed Israel’s glory and power. [17] And you have brought 
this upon yourselves by rebelling against the LORD your God, even though he was leading you on the 
way! [18] “What have you gained by your alliances with Egypt and your covenants with Assyria? What 



good to you are the streams of the Nile or the waters of the Euphrates River? [19] Your wickedness will 
bring its own punishment. Your turning from me will shame you. You will see what an evil, bitter thing it 
is to abandon the LORD your God and not to fear him. I, the Lord, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, have 
spoken! [20] “Long ago I broke the yoke that oppressed you and tore away the chains of your slavery, 
but still you said, ‘I will not serve you.’ On every hill and under every green tree, you have prostituted 
yourselves by bowing down to idols. [21] But I was the one who planted you, choosing a vine of the 
purest stock—the very best. How did you grow into this corrupt wild vine? [22] No amount of soap or lye 
can make you clean. I still see the stain of your guilt. I, the Sovereign LORD, have spoken! [23] “You 
say, ‘That’s not true! I haven’t worshiped the images of Baal!’ But how can you say that? Go and look in 
any valley in the land! Face the awful sins you have done. You are like a restless female camel 
desperately searching for a mate. [24] You are like a wild donkey, sniffing the wind at mating time. Who 
can restrain her lust? Those who desire her don’t need to search, for she goes running to them! [25] 
When will you stop running? When will you stop panting after other gods? But you say, ‘Save your 
breath. I’m in love with these foreign gods, and I can’t stop loving them now!’ [26] “Israel is like a thief 
who feels shame only when he gets caught. They, their kings, officials, priests, and prophets— all are 
alike in this. [27] To an image carved from a piece of wood they say, ‘You are my father.’ To an idol 
chiseled from a block of stone they say, ‘You are my mother.’ They turn their backs on me, but in times 
of trouble they cry out to me, ‘Come and save us!’ [28] But why not call on these gods you have made? 
When trouble comes, let them save you if they can! For you have as many gods as there are towns in 
Judah. [29] Why do you accuse me of doing wrong? You are the ones who have rebelled,” says the 
LORD. [30] “I have punished your children, but they did not respond to my discipline. You yourselves 
have killed your prophets as a lion kills its prey. [31] “O my people, listen to the words of the LORD! 
Have I been like a desert to Israel? Have I been to them a land of darkness? Why then do my people 
say, ‘At last we are free from God! We don’t need him anymore!’ [32] Does a young woman forget her 
jewelry, or a bride her wedding dress? Yet for years on end my people have forgotten me. [33] “How 
you plot and scheme to win your lovers. Even an experienced prostitute could learn from you! [34] Your 
clothing is stained with the blood of the innocent and the poor, though you didn’t catch them breaking 
into your houses! [35] And yet you say, ‘I have done nothing wrong. Surely God isn’t angry with me!’ 
But now I will punish you severely because you claim you have not sinned. [36] First here, then there— 
you flit from one ally to another asking for help. But your new friends in Egypt will let you down, just as 
Assyria did before. [37] In despair, you will be led into exile with your hands on your heads, for the 
LORD has rejected the nations you trust. They will not help you at all. [1] “If a man divorces a woman 
and she goes and marries someone else, he will not take her back again, for that would surely corrupt 
the land. But you have prostituted yourself with many lovers, so why are you trying to come back to 
me?” says the LORD. [2] “Look at the shrines on every hilltop. Is there any place you have not been 
defiled by your adultery with other gods? You sit like a prostitute beside the road waiting for a customer. 
You sit alone like a nomad in the desert. You have polluted the land with your prostitution and your 
wickedness. [3] That’s why even the spring rains have failed. For you are a brazen prostitute and 
completely shameless. [4] Yet you say to me, ‘Father, you have been my guide since my youth. [5] 
Surely you won’t be angry forever! Surely you can forget about it!’ So you talk, but you keep on doing 
all the evil you can.”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 
 

 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 
 
THE PROPHETS – DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN 
 

READ:  
Daniel 6:1–28 (NLT) [1] Darius the Mede decided to divide the kingdom into 120 provinces, and he 
appointed a high officer to rule over each province. [2] The king also chose Daniel and two others as 
administrators to supervise the high officers and protect the king’s interests. [3] Daniel soon proved 
himself more capable than all the other administrators and high officers. Because of Daniel’s great 
ability, the king made plans to place him over the entire empire. [4] Then the other administrators and 
high officers began searching for some fault in the way Daniel was handling government affairs, but 
they couldn’t find anything to criticize or condemn. He was faithful, always responsible, and completely 
trustworthy. [5] So they concluded, “Our only chance of finding grounds for accusing Daniel will be in 
connection with the rules of his religion.” [6] So the administrators and high officers went to the king and 
said, “Long live King Darius! [7] We are all in agreement—we administrators, officials, high officers, 
advisers, and governors—that the king should make a law that will be strictly enforced. Give orders that 
for the next thirty days any person who prays to anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your 
Majesty—will be thrown into the den of lions. [8] And now, Your Majesty, issue and sign this law so it 
cannot be changed, an official law of the Medes and Persians that cannot be revoked.” [9] So King 
Darius signed the law. [10] But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and 
knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three 
times a day, just as he had always done, giving thanks to his God. [11] Then the officials went together 
to Daniel’s house and found him praying and asking for God’s help. [12] So they went straight to the 
king and reminded him about his law. “Did you not sign a law that for the next thirty days any person 
who prays to anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your Majesty—will be thrown into the den of 
lions?” “Yes,” the king replied, “that decision stands; it is an official law of the Medes and Persians that 
cannot be revoked.” [13] Then they told the king, “That man Daniel, one of the captives from Judah, is 
ignoring you and your law. He still prays to his God three times a day.” [14] Hearing this, the king was 
deeply troubled, and he tried to think of a way to save Daniel. He spent the rest of the day looking for a 
way to get Daniel out of this predicament. [15] In the evening the men went together to the king and 
said, “Your Majesty, you know that according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, no law that the 
king signs can be changed.” [16] So at last the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested and thrown 
into the den of lions. The king said to him, “May your God, whom you serve so faithfully, rescue you.” 
[17] A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den. The king sealed the stone with his own 
royal seal and the seals of his nobles, so that no one could rescue Daniel. [18] Then the king returned 
to his palace and spent the night fasting. He refused his usual entertainment and couldn’t sleep at all 
that night. [19] Very early the next morning, the king got up and hurried out to the lions’ den. [20] When 
he got there, he called out in anguish, “Daniel, servant of the living God! Was your God, whom you 
serve so faithfully, able to rescue you from the lions?” [21] Daniel answered, “Long live the king! [22] My 
God sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, for I have been found 
innocent in his sight. And I have not wronged you, Your Majesty.” [23] The king was overjoyed and 
ordered that Daniel be lifted from the den. Not a scratch was found on him, for he had trusted in his 
God. [24] Then the king gave orders to arrest the men who had maliciously accused Daniel. He had 
them thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. The lions leaped on them and tore 
them apart before they even hit the floor of the den. [25] Then King Darius sent this message to the 
people of every race and nation and language throughout the world: “Peace and prosperity to you! [26] 
“I decree that everyone throughout my kingdom should tremble with fear before the God of Daniel. For 
he is the living God, and he will endure forever. His kingdom will never be destroyed, and his rule will 
never end. [27] He rescues and saves his people; he performs miraculous signs and wonders in the 
heavens and on earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” [28] So Daniel prospered 
during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.  
 
 
 
 
 



REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
THURSDAY, MARCH 11 
 
THE PROPHETS – THE STORY OF JONAH 
 

READ:  
Jonah 1:1–4:11 (NLT) [1] The LORD gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: [2] “Get up and go to 
the great city of Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how wicked its people 
are.” [3] But Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction to get away from the LORD. He went down 
to the port of Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He bought a ticket and went on board, 
hoping to escape from the LORD by sailing to Tarshish. [4] But the LORD hurled a powerful wind over 
the sea, causing a violent storm that threatened to break the ship apart. [5] Fearing for their lives, the 
desperate sailors shouted to their gods for help and threw the cargo overboard to lighten the ship. But 
all this time Jonah was sound asleep down in the hold. [6] So the captain went down after him. “How 
can you sleep at a time like this?” he shouted. “Get up and pray to your god! Maybe he will pay 
attention to us and spare our lives.” [7] Then the crew cast lots to see which of them had offended the 
gods and caused the terrible storm. When they did this, the lots identified Jonah as the culprit. [8] “Why 
has this awful storm come down on us?” they demanded. “Who are you? What is your line of work? 
What country are you from? What is your nationality?” [9] Jonah answered, “I am a Hebrew, and I 
worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land.” [10] The sailors were terrified 
when they heard this, for he had already told them he was running away from the LORD. “Oh, why did 
you do it?” they groaned. [11] And since the storm was getting worse all the time, they asked him, 
“What should we do to you to stop this storm?” [12] “Throw me into the sea,” Jonah said, “and it will 
become calm again. I know that this terrible storm is all my fault.” [13] Instead, the sailors rowed even 
harder to get the ship to the land. But the stormy sea was too violent for them, and they couldn’t make 
it. [14] Then they cried out to the LORD, Jonah’s God. “O LORD,” they pleaded, “don’t make us die for 
this man’s sin. And don’t hold us responsible for his death. O LORD, you have sent this storm upon him 
for your own good reasons.” [15] Then the sailors picked Jonah up and threw him into the raging sea, 
and the storm stopped at once! [16] The sailors were awestruck by the LORD’s great power, and they 
offered him a sacrifice and vowed to serve him. [17] Now the LORD had arranged for a great fish to 
swallow Jonah. And Jonah was inside the fish for three days and three nights. [1] Then Jonah prayed to 
the LORD his God from inside the fish. [2] He said, “I cried out to the LORD in my great trouble, and he 
answered me. I called to you from the land of the dead, and LORD, you heard me! [3] You threw me into 
the ocean depths, and I sank down to the heart of the sea. The mighty waters engulfed me; I was 
buried beneath your wild and stormy waves. [4] Then I said, ‘O LORD, you have driven me from your 
presence. Yet I will look once more toward your holy Temple.’ [5] “I sank beneath the waves, and the 
waters closed over me. Seaweed wrapped itself around my head. [6] I sank down to the very roots of 
the mountains. I was imprisoned in the earth, whose gates lock shut forever. But you, O LORD my God, 
snatched me from the jaws of death! [7] As my life was slipping away, I remembered the LORD. And my 
earnest prayer went out to you in your holy Temple. [8] Those who worship false gods turn their backs 
on all God’s mercies. [9] But I will offer sacrifices to you with songs of praise, and I will fulfill all my 
vows. For my salvation comes from the LORD alone.” [10] Then the LORD ordered the fish to spit Jonah 
out onto the beach. [1] Then the LORD spoke to Jonah a second time: [2] “Get up and go to the great 
city of Nineveh, and deliver the message I have given you.” [3] This time Jonah obeyed the LORD’s 



command and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took three days to see it all. [4] On the day Jonah 
entered the city, he shouted to the crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” [5] The 
people of Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest to the least, they declared a fast and 
put on burlap to show their sorrow. [6] When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was saying, he 
stepped down from his throne and took off his royal robes. He dressed himself in burlap and sat on a 
heap of ashes. [7] Then the king and his nobles sent this decree throughout the city: “No one, not even 
the animals from your herds and flocks, may eat or drink anything at all. [8] People and animals alike 
must wear garments of mourning, and everyone must pray earnestly to God. They must turn from their 
evil ways and stop all their violence. [9] Who can tell? Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and 
hold back his fierce anger from destroying us.” [10] When God saw what they had done and how they 
had put a stop to their evil ways, he changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had 
threatened. [1] This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he became very angry. [2] So he 
complained to the LORD about it: “Didn’t I say before I left home that you would do this, LORD? That is 
why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you are a merciful and compassionate God, slow to get angry 
and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back from destroying people. [3] Just kill me now, 
LORD! I’d rather be dead than alive if what I predicted will not happen.” [4] The LORD replied, “Is it right 
for you to be angry about this?” [5] Then Jonah went out to the east side of the city and made a shelter 
to sit under as he waited to see what would happen to the city. [6] And the LORD God arranged for a 
leafy plant to grow there, and soon it spread its broad leaves over Jonah’s head, shading him from the 
sun. This eased his discomfort, and Jonah was very grateful for the plant. [7] But God also arranged for 
a worm! The next morning at dawn the worm ate through the stem of the plant so that it withered away. 
[8] And as the sun grew hot, God arranged for a scorching east wind to blow on Jonah. The sun beat 
down on his head until he grew faint and wished to die. “Death is certainly better than living like this!” he 
exclaimed. [9] Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died?” “Yes,” 
Jonah retorted, “even angry enough to die!” [10] Then the LORD said, “You feel sorry about the plant, 
though you did nothing to put it there. It came quickly and died quickly. [11] But Nineveh has more than 
120,000 people living in spiritual darkness, not to mention all the animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such 
a great city?”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 12 
 
THE PROPHETS – THE DAY OF JUDGMENT 
 
READ:  
Malachi 1:1–4:6 (NLT) [1] This is the message that the LORD gave to Israel through the prophet 
Malachi. [2] “I have always loved you,” says the LORD. But you retort, “Really? How have you loved 
us?” And the LORD replies, “This is how I showed my love for you: I loved your ancestor Jacob, [3] but I 
rejected his brother, Esau, and devastated his hill country. I turned Esau’s inheritance into a desert for 
jackals.” [4] Esau’s descendants in Edom may say, “We have been shattered, but we will rebuild the 
ruins.” But the LORD of Heaven’s Armies replies, “They may try to rebuild, but I will demolish them 
again. Their country will be known as ‘The Land of Wickedness,’ and their people will be called ‘The 
People with Whom the LORD Is Forever Angry.’ [5] When you see the destruction for yourselves, you 



will say, ‘Truly, the LORD’s greatness reaches far beyond Israel’s borders!’ ” [6] The LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies says to the priests: “A son honors his father, and a servant respects his master. If I am your 
father and master, where are the honor and respect I deserve? You have shown contempt for my 
name! “But you ask, ‘How have we ever shown contempt for your name?’ [7] “You have shown 
contempt by offering defiled sacrifices on my altar. “Then you ask, ‘How have we defiled the sacrifices?’ 
“You defile them by saying the altar of the LORD deserves no respect. [8] When you give blind animals 
as sacrifices, isn’t that wrong? And isn’t it wrong to offer animals that are crippled and diseased? Try 
giving gifts like that to your governor, and see how pleased he is!” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 
[9] “Go ahead, beg God to be merciful to you! But when you bring that kind of offering, why should he 
show you any favor at all?” asks the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [10] “How I wish one of you would shut 
the Temple doors so that these worthless sacrifices could not be offered! I am not pleased with you,” 
says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “and I will not accept your offerings. [11] But my name is honored 
by people of other nations from morning till night. All around the world they offer sweet incense and 
pure offerings in honor of my name. For my name is great among the nations,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies. [12] “But you dishonor my name with your actions. By bringing contemptible food, 
you are saying it’s all right to defile the Lord’s table. [13] You say, ‘It’s too hard to serve the LORD,’ and 
you turn up your noses at my commands,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “Think of it! Animals that 
are stolen and crippled and sick are being presented as offerings! Should I accept from you such 
offerings as these?” asks the LORD. [14] “Cursed is the cheat who promises to give a fine ram from his 
flock but then sacrifices a defective one to the Lord. For I am a great king,” says the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies, “and my name is feared among the nations! [1] “Listen, you priests—this command is for you! 
[2] Listen to me and make up your minds to honor my name,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “or I 
will bring a terrible curse against you. I will curse even the blessings you receive. Indeed, I have already 
cursed them, because you have not taken my warning to heart. [3] I will punish your descendants and 
splatter your faces with the manure from your festival sacrifices, and I will throw you on the manure pile. 
[4] Then at last you will know it was I who sent you this warning so that my covenant with the Levites 
can continue,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [5] “The purpose of my covenant with the Levites 
was to bring life and peace, and that is what I gave them. This required reverence from them, and they 
greatly revered me and stood in awe of my name. [6] They passed on to the people the truth of the 
instructions they received from me. They did not lie or cheat; they walked with me, living good and 
righteous lives, and they turned many from lives of sin. [7] “The words of a priest’s lips should preserve 
knowledge of God, and people should go to him for instruction, for the priest is the messenger of the 
LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [8] But you priests have left God’s paths. Your instructions have caused 
many to stumble into sin. You have corrupted the covenant I made with the Levites,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies. [9] “So I have made you despised and humiliated in the eyes of all the people. For 
you have not obeyed me but have shown favoritism in the way you carry out my instructions.” [10] Are 
we not all children of the same Father? Are we not all created by the same God? Then why do we 
betray each other, violating the covenant of our ancestors? [11] Judah has been unfaithful, and a 
detestable thing has been done in Israel and in Jerusalem. The men of Judah have defiled the LORD’s 
beloved sanctuary by marrying women who worship idols. [12] May the LORD cut off from the nation of 
Israel every last man who has done this and yet brings an offering to the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [13] 
Here is another thing you do. You cover the LORD’s altar with tears, weeping and groaning because he 
pays no attention to your offerings and doesn’t accept them with pleasure. [14] You cry out, “Why 
doesn’t the LORD accept my worship?” I’ll tell you why! Because the LORD witnessed the vows you and 
your wife made when you were young. But you have been unfaithful to her, though she remained your 
faithful partner, the wife of your marriage vows. [15] Didn’t the LORD make you one with your wife? In 
body and spirit you are his. And what does he want? Godly children from your union. So guard your 
heart; remain loyal to the wife of your youth. [16] “For I hate divorce!” says the LORD, the God of Israel. 
“To divorce your wife is to overwhelm her with cruelty,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “So guard 
your heart; do not be unfaithful to your wife.” [17] You have wearied the LORD with your words. “How 
have we wearied him?” you ask. You have wearied him by saying that all who do evil are good in the 
LORD’s sight, and he is pleased with them. You have wearied him by asking, “Where is the God of 
justice?” [1] “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. Then the Lord 
you are seeking will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger of the covenant, whom you look for 
so eagerly, is surely coming,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [2] “But who will be able to endure it 
when he comes? Who will be able to stand and face him when he appears? For he will be like a blazing 
fire that refines metal, or like a strong soap that bleaches clothes. [3] He will sit like a refiner of silver, 



burning away the dross. He will purify the Levites, refining them like gold and silver, so that they may 
once again offer acceptable sacrifices to the LORD. [4] Then once more the LORD will accept the 
offerings brought to him by the people of Judah and Jerusalem, as he did in the past. [5] “At that time I 
will put you on trial. I am eager to witness against all sorcerers and adulterers and liars. I will speak 
against those who cheat employees of their wages, who oppress widows and orphans, or who deprive 
the foreigners living among you of justice, for these people do not fear me,” says the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies. [6] “I am the LORD, and I do not change. That is why you descendants of Jacob are not already 
destroyed. [7] Ever since the days of your ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and failed to obey 
them. Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “But you ask, 
‘How can we return when we have never gone away?’ [8] “Should people cheat God? Yet you have 
cheated me! “But you ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ “You have cheated me 
of the tithes and offerings due to me. [9] You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been 
cheating me. [10] Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If 
you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a 
blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! [11] Your crops 
will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine 
before they are ripe,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [12] “Then all nations will call you blessed, for 
your land will be such a delight,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [13] “You have said terrible things 
about me,” says the LORD. “But you say, ‘What do you mean? What have we said against you?’ [14] 
“You have said, ‘What’s the use of serving God? What have we gained by obeying his commands or by 
trying to show the LORD of Heaven’s Armies that we are sorry for our sins? [15] From now on we will 
call the arrogant blessed. For those who do evil get rich, and those who dare God to punish them suffer 
no harm.’ ” [16] Then those who feared the LORD spoke with each other, and the LORD listened to what 
they said. In his presence, a scroll of remembrance was written to record the names of those who 
feared him and always thought about the honor of his name. [17] “They will be my people,” says the 
LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “On the day when I act in judgment, they will be my own special treasure. I 
will spare them as a father spares an obedient child. [18] Then you will again see the difference 
between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.” [1] The 
LORD of Heaven’s Armies says, “The day of judgment is coming, burning like a furnace. On that day the 
arrogant and the wicked will be burned up like straw. They will be consumed—roots, branches, and all. 
[2] “But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in his wings. And 
you will go free, leaping with joy like calves let out to pasture. [3] On the day when I act, you will tread 
upon the wicked as if they were dust under your feet,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [4] 
“Remember to obey the Law of Moses, my servant—all the decrees and regulations that I gave him on 
Mount Sinai for all Israel. [5] “Look, I am sending you the prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful 
day of the LORD arrives. [6] His preaching will turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts 
of children to their fathers. Otherwise I will come and strike the land with a curse.”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
 



WEEKEND – MARCH 13-14 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Proverbs for some 

WEEKEND WISDOM. 
 
READ:  
Proverbs 19 (NLT) [1] Better to be poor and honest than to be dishonest and a fool. [2] Enthusiasm 
without knowledge is no good; haste makes mistakes. [3] People ruin their lives by their own 
foolishness and then are angry at the LORD. [4] Wealth makes many “friends”; poverty drives them all 
away. [5] A false witness will not go unpunished, nor will a liar escape. [6] Many seek favors from a 
ruler; Everyone is the friend of a person who gives gifts! [7] The relatives of the poor despise them; how 
much more will their friends avoid them! Though the poor plead with them, their friends are gone. [8] To 
acquire wisdom is to love yourself; people who cherish understanding will prosper. [9] A false witness 
will not go unpunished, and a liar will be destroyed. [10] It isn’t right for a fool to live in luxury or for a 
slave to rule over princes! [11] Sensible people control their temper; they earn respect by overlooking 
wrongs. [12] The king’s anger is like a lion’s roar, but his favor is like dew on the grass. [13] A foolish 
child is a calamity to a father; a quarrelsome wife is as annoying as constant dripping. [14] Fathers can 
give their sons an inheritance of houses and wealth, but only the LORD can give an understanding wife. 
[15] Lazy people sleep soundly, but idleness leaves them hungry. [16] Keep the commandments and 
keep your life; despising them leads to death. [17] If you help the poor, you are lending to the LORD— 
and he will repay you! [18] Discipline your children while there is hope. Otherwise you will ruin their 
lives. [19] Hot-tempered people must pay the penalty. If you rescue them once, you will have to do it 
again. [20] Get all the advice and instruction you can, so you will be wise the rest of your life. [21] You 
can make many plans, but the LORD’s purpose will prevail. [22] Loyalty makes a person attractive. It is 
better to be poor than dishonest. [23] Fear of the LORD leads to life, bringing security and protection 
from harm. [24] Lazy people take food in their hand but don’t even lift it to their mouth. [25] If you punish 
a mocker, the simpleminded will learn a lesson; if you correct the wise, they will be all the wiser. [26] 
Children who mistreat their father or chase away their mother are an embarrassment and a public 
disgrace. [27] If you stop listening to instruction, my child, you will turn your back on knowledge. [28] A 
corrupt witness makes a mockery of justice; the mouth of the wicked gulps down evil. [29] Punishment 
is made for mockers, and the backs of fools are made to be beaten.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 


