
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 18 – SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 18 
 
JOSEPH – SOLD INTO SLAVERY 
 

READ:  
Genesis 37:1–36 (NLT) [1] So Jacob settled again in the land of Canaan, where his father had lived as 
a foreigner. [2] This is the account of Jacob and his family. When Joseph was seventeen years old, he 
often tended his father’s flocks. He worked for his half brothers, the sons of his father’s wives Bilhah 
and Zilpah. But Joseph reported to his father some of the bad things his brothers were doing. [3] Jacob 
loved Joseph more than any of his other children because Joseph had been born to him in his old age. 
So one day Jacob had a special gift made for Joseph—a beautiful robe. [4] But his brothers hated 
Joseph because their father loved him more than the rest of them. They couldn’t say a kind word to 
him. [5] One night Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers about it, they hated him more 
than ever. [6] “Listen to this dream,” he said. [7] “We were out in the field, tying up bundles of grain. 
Suddenly my bundle stood up, and your bundles all gathered around and bowed low before mine!” [8] 
His brothers responded, “So you think you will be our king, do you? Do you actually think you will reign 
over us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dreams and the way he talked about them. 
[9] Soon Joseph had another dream, and again he told his brothers about it. “Listen, I have had another 
dream,” he said. “The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed low before me!” [10] This time he told the 
dream to his father as well as to his brothers, but his father scolded him. “What kind of dream is that?” 
he asked. “Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow to the ground before you?” 
[11] But while his brothers were jealous of Joseph, his father wondered what the dreams meant. [12] 
Soon after this, Joseph’s brothers went to pasture their father’s flocks at Shechem. [13] When they had 
been gone for some time, Jacob said to Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing the sheep at Shechem. 
Get ready, and I will send you to them.” “I’m ready to go,” Joseph replied. [14] “Go and see how your 
brothers and the flocks are getting along,” Jacob said. “Then come back and bring me a report.” So 
Jacob sent him on his way, and Joseph traveled to Shechem from their home in the valley of Hebron. 
[15] When he arrived there, a man from the area noticed him wandering around the countryside. “What 
are you looking for?” he asked. [16] “I’m looking for my brothers,” Joseph replied. “Do you know where 
they are pasturing their sheep?” [17] “Yes,” the man told him. “They have moved on from here, but I 
heard them say, ‘Let’s go on to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph followed his brothers to Dothan and found them 
there. [18] When Joseph’s brothers saw him coming, they recognized him in the distance. As he 
approached, they made plans to kill him. [19] “Here comes the dreamer!” they said. [20] “Come on, let’s 
kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns. We can tell our father, ‘A wild animal has eaten him.’ 
Then we’ll see what becomes of his dreams!” [21] But when Reuben heard of their scheme, he came to 
Joseph’s rescue. “Let’s not kill him,” he said. [22] “Why should we shed any blood? Let’s just throw him 
into this empty cistern here in the wilderness. Then he’ll die without our laying a hand on him.” Reuben 
was secretly planning to rescue Joseph and return him to his father. [23] So when Joseph arrived, his 
brothers ripped off the beautiful robe he was wearing. [24] Then they grabbed him and threw him into 
the cistern. Now the cistern was empty; there was no water in it. [25] Then, just as they were sitting 
down to eat, they looked up and saw a caravan of camels in the distance coming toward them. It was a 
group of Ishmaelite traders taking a load of gum, balm, and aromatic resin from Gilead down to Egypt. 
[26] Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain by killing our brother? We’d have to cover up the 



crime. [27] Instead of hurting him, let’s sell him to those Ishmaelite traders. After all, he is our brother—
our own flesh and blood!” And his brothers agreed. [28] So when the Ishmaelites, who were Midianite 
traders, came by, Joseph’s brothers pulled him out of the cistern and sold him to them for twenty pieces 
of silver. And the traders took him to Egypt. [29] Some time later, Reuben returned to get Joseph out of 
the cistern. When he discovered that Joseph was missing, he tore his clothes in grief. [30] Then he 
went back to his brothers and lamented, “The boy is gone! What will I do now?” [31] Then the brothers 
killed a young goat and dipped Joseph’s robe in its blood. [32] They sent the beautiful robe to their 
father with this message: “Look at what we found. Doesn’t this robe belong to your son?” [33] Their 
father recognized it immediately. “Yes,” he said, “it is my son’s robe. A wild animal must have eaten 
him. Joseph has clearly been torn to pieces!” [34] Then Jacob tore his clothes and dressed himself in 
burlap. He mourned deeply for his son for a long time. [35] His family all tried to comfort him, but he 
refused to be comforted. “I will go to my grave mourning for my son,” he would say, and then he would 
weep. [36] Meanwhile, the Midianite traders arrived in Egypt, where they sold Joseph to Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Potiphar was captain of the palace guard.  
 

REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 
 
JOSEPH – PRISON AND PROMOTION 
 

READ:  
Genesis 39:1–41:57 (NLT) [1] When Joseph was taken to Egypt by the Ishmaelite traders, he was 
purchased by Potiphar, an Egyptian officer. Potiphar was captain of the guard for Pharaoh, the king of 
Egypt. [2] The LORD was with Joseph, so he succeeded in everything he did as he served in the home 
of his Egyptian master. [3] Potiphar noticed this and realized that the LORD was with Joseph, giving him 
success in everything he did. [4] This pleased Potiphar, so he soon made Joseph his personal 
attendant. He put him in charge of his entire household and everything he owned. [5] From the day 
Joseph was put in charge of his master’s household and property, the LORD began to bless Potiphar’s 
household for Joseph’s sake. All his household affairs ran smoothly, and his crops and livestock 
flourished. [6] So Potiphar gave Joseph complete administrative responsibility over everything he 
owned. With Joseph there, he didn’t worry about a thing—except what kind of food to eat! Joseph was 
a very handsome and well-built young man, [7] and Potiphar’s wife soon began to look at him lustfully. 
“Come and sleep with me,” she demanded. [8] But Joseph refused. “Look,” he told her, “my master 
trusts me with everything in his entire household. [9] No one here has more authority than I do. He has 
held back nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How could I do such a wicked thing? 
It would be a great sin against God.” [10] She kept putting pressure on Joseph day after day, but he 
refused to sleep with her, and he kept out of her way as much as possible. [11] One day, however, no 
one else was around when he went in to do his work. [12] She came and grabbed him by his cloak, 
demanding, “Come on, sleep with me!” Joseph tore himself away, but he left his cloak in her hand as 
he ran from the house. [13] When she saw that she was holding his cloak and he had fled, [14] she 
called out to her servants. Soon all the men came running. “Look!” she said. “My husband has brought 
this Hebrew slave here to make fools of us! He came into my room to rape me, but I screamed. [15] 
When he heard me scream, he ran outside and got away, but he left his cloak behind with me.” [16] 
She kept the cloak with her until her husband came home. [17] Then she told him her story. “That 



Hebrew slave you’ve brought into our house tried to come in and fool around with me,” she said. [18] 
“But when I screamed, he ran outside, leaving his cloak with me!” [19] Potiphar was furious when he 
heard his wife’s story about how Joseph had treated her. [20] So he took Joseph and threw him into the 
prison where the king’s prisoners were held, and there he remained. [21] But the LORD was with Joseph 
in the prison and showed him his faithful love. And the LORD made Joseph a favorite with the prison 
warden. [22] Before long, the warden put Joseph in charge of all the other prisoners and over 
everything that happened in the prison. [23] The warden had no more worries, because Joseph took 
care of everything. The LORD was with him and caused everything he did to succeed. [1] Some time 
later, Pharaoh’s chief cup-bearer and chief baker offended their royal master. [2] Pharaoh became 
angry with these two officials, [3] and he put them in the prison where Joseph was, in the palace of the 
captain of the guard. [4] They remained in prison for quite some time, and the captain of the guard 
assigned them to Joseph, who looked after them. [5] While they were in prison, Pharaoh’s cup-bearer 
and baker each had a dream one night, and each dream had its own meaning. [6] When Joseph saw 
them the next morning, he noticed that they both looked upset. [7] “Why do you look so worried today?” 
he asked them. [8] And they replied, “We both had dreams last night, but no one can tell us what they 
mean.” “Interpreting dreams is God’s business,” Joseph replied. “Go ahead and tell me your dreams.” 
[9] So the chief cup-bearer told Joseph his dream first. “In my dream,” he said, “I saw a grapevine in 
front of me. [10] The vine had three branches that began to bud and blossom, and soon it produced 
clusters of ripe grapes. [11] I was holding Pharaoh’s wine cup in my hand, so I took a cluster of grapes 
and squeezed the juice into the cup. Then I placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” [12] “This is what the 
dream means,” Joseph said. “The three branches represent three days. [13] Within three days Pharaoh 
will lift you up and restore you to your position as his chief cup-bearer. [14] And please remember me 
and do me a favor when things go well for you. Mention me to Pharaoh, so he might let me out of this 
place. [15] For I was kidnapped from my homeland, the land of the Hebrews, and now I’m here in 
prison, but I did nothing to deserve it.” [16] When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given the first 
dream such a positive interpretation, he said to Joseph, “I had a dream, too. In my dream there were 
three baskets of white pastries stacked on my head. [17] The top basket contained all kinds of pastries 
for Pharaoh, but the birds came and ate them from the basket on my head.” [18] “This is what the 
dream means,” Joseph told him. “The three baskets also represent three days. [19] Three days from 
now Pharaoh will lift you up and impale your body on a pole. Then birds will come and peck away at 
your flesh.” [20] Pharaoh’s birthday came three days later, and he prepared a banquet for all his 
officials and staff. He summoned his chief cup-bearer and chief baker to join the other officials. [21] He 
then restored the chief cup-bearer to his former position, so he could again hand Pharaoh his cup. [22] 
But Pharaoh impaled the chief baker, just as Joseph had predicted when he interpreted his dream. [23] 
Pharaoh’s chief cup-bearer, however, forgot all about Joseph, never giving him another thought. [1] 
Two full years later, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing on the bank of the Nile River. [2] In his 
dream he saw seven fat, healthy cows come up out of the river and begin grazing in the marsh grass. 
[3] Then he saw seven more cows come up behind them from the Nile, but these were scrawny and 
thin. These cows stood beside the fat cows on the riverbank. [4] Then the scrawny, thin cows ate the 
seven healthy, fat cows! At this point in the dream, Pharaoh woke up. [5] But he fell asleep again and 
had a second dream. This time he saw seven heads of grain, plump and beautiful, growing on a single 
stalk. [6] Then seven more heads of grain appeared, but these were shriveled and withered by the east 
wind. [7] And these thin heads swallowed up the seven plump, well-formed heads! Then Pharaoh woke 
up again and realized it was a dream. [8] The next morning Pharaoh was very disturbed by the dreams. 
So he called for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. When Pharaoh told them his dreams, not one 
of them could tell him what they meant. [9] Finally, the king’s chief cup-bearer spoke up. “Today I have 
been reminded of my failure,” he told Pharaoh. [10] “Some time ago, you were angry with the chief 
baker and me, and you imprisoned us in the palace of the captain of the guard. [11] One night the chief 
baker and I each had a dream, and each dream had its own meaning. [12] There was a young Hebrew 
man with us in the prison who was a slave of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he 
told us what each of our dreams meant. [13] And everything happened just as he had predicted. I was 
restored to my position as cup-bearer, and the chief baker was executed and impaled on a pole.” [14] 
Pharaoh sent for Joseph at once, and he was quickly brought from the prison. After he shaved and 
changed his clothes, he went in and stood before Pharaoh. [15] Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a 
dream last night, and no one here can tell me what it means. But I have heard that when you hear 
about a dream you can interpret it.” [16] “It is beyond my power to do this,” Joseph replied. “But God 
can tell you what it means and set you at ease.” [17] So Pharaoh told Joseph his dream. “In my dream,” 



he said, “I was standing on the bank of the Nile River, [18] and I saw seven fat, healthy cows come up 
out of the river and begin grazing in the marsh grass. [19] But then I saw seven sick-looking cows, 
scrawny and thin, come up after them. I’ve never seen such sorry-looking animals in all the land of 
Egypt. [20] These thin, scrawny cows ate the seven fat cows. [21] But afterward you wouldn’t have 
known it, for they were still as thin and scrawny as before! Then I woke up. [22] “In my dream I also saw 
seven heads of grain, full and beautiful, growing on a single stalk. [23] Then seven more heads of grain 
appeared, but these were blighted, shriveled, and withered by the east wind. [24] And the shriveled 
heads swallowed the seven healthy heads. I told these dreams to the magicians, but no one could tell 
me what they mean.” [25] Joseph responded, “Both of Pharaoh’s dreams mean the same thing. God is 
telling Pharaoh in advance what he is about to do. [26] The seven healthy cows and the seven healthy 
heads of grain both represent seven years of prosperity. [27] The seven thin, scrawny cows that came 
up later and the seven thin heads of grain, withered by the east wind, represent seven years of famine. 
[28] “This will happen just as I have described it, for God has revealed to Pharaoh in advance what he 
is about to do. [29] The next seven years will be a period of great prosperity throughout the land of 
Egypt. [30] But afterward there will be seven years of famine so great that all the prosperity will be 
forgotten in Egypt. Famine will destroy the land. [31] This famine will be so severe that even the 
memory of the good years will be erased. [32] As for having two similar dreams, it means that these 
events have been decreed by God, and he will soon make them happen. [33] “Therefore, Pharaoh 
should find an intelligent and wise man and put him in charge of the entire land of Egypt. [34] Then 
Pharaoh should appoint supervisors over the land and let them collect one-fifth of all the crops during 
the seven good years. [35] Have them gather all the food produced in the good years that are just 
ahead and bring it to Pharaoh’s storehouses. Store it away, and guard it so there will be food in the 
cities. [36] That way there will be enough to eat when the seven years of famine come to the land of 
Egypt. Otherwise this famine will destroy the land.” [37] Joseph’s suggestions were well received by 
Pharaoh and his officials. [38] So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can we find anyone else like this man so 
obviously filled with the spirit of God?” [39] Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has revealed the 
meaning of the dreams to you, clearly no one else is as intelligent or wise as you are. [40] You will be in 
charge of my court, and all my people will take orders from you. Only I, sitting on my throne, will have a 
rank higher than yours.” [41] Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the entire land of 
Egypt.” [42] Then Pharaoh removed his signet ring from his hand and placed it on Joseph’s finger. He 
dressed him in fine linen clothing and hung a gold chain around his neck. [43] Then he had Joseph ride 
in the chariot reserved for his second-in-command. And wherever Joseph went, the command was 
shouted, “Kneel down!” So Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of all Egypt. [44] And Pharaoh said to him, “I 
am Pharaoh, but no one will lift a hand or foot in the entire land of Egypt without your approval.” [45] 
Then Pharaoh gave Joseph a new Egyptian name, Zaphenath-paneah. He also gave him a wife, whose 
name was Asenath. She was the daughter of Potiphera, the priest of On. So Joseph took charge of the 
entire land of Egypt. [46] He was thirty years old when he began serving in the court of Pharaoh, the 
king of Egypt. And when Joseph left Pharaoh’s presence, he inspected the entire land of Egypt. [47] As 
predicted, for seven years the land produced bumper crops. [48] During those years, Joseph gathered 
all the crops grown in Egypt and stored the grain from the surrounding fields in the cities. [49] He piled 
up huge amounts of grain like sand on the seashore. Finally, he stopped keeping records because 
there was too much to measure. [50] During this time, before the first of the famine years, two sons 
were born to Joseph and his wife, Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera, the priest of On. [51] Joseph 
named his older son Manasseh, for he said, “God has made me forget all my troubles and everyone in 
my father’s family.” [52] Joseph named his second son Ephraim, for he said, “God has made me fruitful 
in this land of my grief.” [53] At last the seven years of bumper crops throughout the land of Egypt came 
to an end. [54] Then the seven years of famine began, just as Joseph had predicted. The famine also 
struck all the surrounding countries, but throughout Egypt there was plenty of food. [55] Eventually, 
however, the famine spread throughout the land of Egypt as well. And when the people cried out to 
Pharaoh for food, he told them, “Go to Joseph, and do whatever he tells you.” [56] So with severe 
famine everywhere, Joseph opened up the storehouses and distributed grain to the Egyptians, for the 
famine was severe throughout the land of Egypt. [57] And people from all around came to Egypt to buy 
grain from Joseph because the famine was severe throughout the world.  
 

 
 
 



REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 
 
JOSEPH – TEN BROTHERS GO TO EGYPT 
 

READ:  
Genesis 42:1–38 (NLT) [1] When Jacob heard that grain was available in Egypt, he said to his sons, 
“Why are you standing around looking at one another? [2] I have heard there is grain in Egypt. Go 
down there, and buy enough grain to keep us alive. Otherwise we’ll die.” [3] So Joseph’s ten older 
brothers went down to Egypt to buy grain. [4] But Jacob wouldn’t let Joseph’s younger brother, 
Benjamin, go with them, for fear some harm might come to him. [5] So Jacob’s sons arrived in Egypt 
along with others to buy food, for the famine was in Canaan as well. [6] Since Joseph was governor of 
all Egypt and in charge of selling grain to all the people, it was to him that his brothers came. When 
they arrived, they bowed before him with their faces to the ground. [7] Joseph recognized his brothers 
instantly, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. “Where are you from?” he 
demanded. “From the land of Canaan,” they replied. “We have come to buy food.” [8] Although Joseph 
recognized his brothers, they didn’t recognize him. [9] And he remembered the dreams he’d had about 
them many years before. He said to them, “You are spies! You have come to see how vulnerable our 
land has become.” [10] “No, my lord!” they exclaimed. “Your servants have simply come to buy food. 
[11] We are all brothers—members of the same family. We are honest men, sir! We are not spies!” [12] 
“Yes, you are!” Joseph insisted. “You have come to see how vulnerable our land has become.” [13] 
“Sir,” they said, “there are actually twelve of us. We, your servants, are all brothers, sons of a man living 
in the land of Canaan. Our youngest brother is back there with our father right now, and one of our 
brothers is no longer with us.” [14] But Joseph insisted, “As I said, you are spies! [15] This is how I will 
test your story. I swear by the life of Pharaoh that you will never leave Egypt unless your youngest 
brother comes here! [16] One of you must go and get your brother. I’ll keep the rest of you here in 
prison. Then we’ll find out whether or not your story is true. By the life of Pharaoh, if it turns out that you 
don’t have a younger brother, then I’ll know you are spies.” [17] So Joseph put them all in prison for 
three days. [18] On the third day Joseph said to them, “I am a God-fearing man. If you do as I say, you 
will live. [19] If you really are honest men, choose one of your brothers to remain in prison. The rest of 
you may go home with grain for your starving families. [20] But you must bring your youngest brother 
back to me. This will prove that you are telling the truth, and you will not die.” To this they agreed. [21] 
Speaking among themselves, they said, “Clearly we are being punished because of what we did to 
Joseph long ago. We saw his anguish when he pleaded for his life, but we wouldn’t listen. That’s why 
we’re in this trouble.” [22] “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy?” Reuben asked. “But you wouldn’t 
listen. And now we have to answer for his blood!” [23] Of course, they didn’t know that Joseph 
understood them, for he had been speaking to them through an interpreter. [24] Now he turned away 
from them and began to weep. When he regained his composure, he spoke to them again. Then he 
chose Simeon from among them and had him tied up right before their eyes. [25] Joseph then ordered 
his servants to fill the men’s sacks with grain, but he also gave secret instructions to return each 
brother’s payment at the top of his sack. He also gave them supplies for their journey home. [26] So the 
brothers loaded their donkeys with the grain and headed for home. [27] But when they stopped for the 
night and one of them opened his sack to get grain for his donkey, he found his money in the top of his 
sack. [28] “Look!” he exclaimed to his brothers. “My money has been returned; it’s here in my sack!” 



Then their hearts sank. Trembling, they said to each other, “What has God done to us?” [29] When the 
brothers came to their father, Jacob, in the land of Canaan, they told him everything that had happened 
to them. [30] “The man who is governor of the land spoke very harshly to us,” they told him. “He 
accused us of being spies scouting the land. [31] But we said, ‘We are honest men, not spies. [32] We 
are twelve brothers, sons of one father. One brother is no longer with us, and the youngest is at home 
with our father in the land of Canaan.’ [33] “Then the man who is governor of the land told us, ‘This is 
how I will find out if you are honest men. Leave one of your brothers here with me, and take grain for 
your starving families and go on home. [34] But you must bring your youngest brother back to me. Then 
I will know you are honest men and not spies. Then I will give you back your brother, and you may 
trade freely in the land.’ ” [35] As they emptied out their sacks, there in each man’s sack was the bag of 
money he had paid for the grain! The brothers and their father were terrified when they saw the bags of 
money. [36] Jacob exclaimed, “You are robbing me of my children! Joseph is gone! Simeon is gone! 
And now you want to take Benjamin, too. Everything is going against me!” [37] Then Reuben said to his 
father, “You may kill my two sons if I don’t bring Benjamin back to you. I’ll be responsible for him, and I 
promise to bring him back.” [38] But Jacob replied, “My son will not go down with you. His brother 
Joseph is dead, and he is all I have left. If anything should happen to him on your journey, you would 
send this grieving, white-haired man to his grave.”  
 

REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21 
 
JOSEPH – THE BROTHERS RETURN 
 
READ:  
Genesis 43:1–44:34 (NLT) [1] But the famine continued to ravage the land of Canaan. [2] When the 
grain they had brought from Egypt was almost gone, Jacob said to his sons, “Go back and buy us a 
little more food.” [3] But Judah said, “The man was serious when he warned us, ‘You won’t see my face 
again unless your brother is with you.’ [4] If you send Benjamin with us, we will go down and buy more 
food. [5] But if you don’t let Benjamin go, we won’t go either. Remember, the man said, ‘You won’t see 
my face again unless your brother is with you.’ ” [6] “Why were you so cruel to me?” Jacob moaned. 
“Why did you tell him you had another brother?” [7] “The man kept asking us questions about our 
family,” they replied. “He asked, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?’ So we 
answered his questions. How could we know he would say, ‘Bring your brother down here’?” [8] Judah 
said to his father, “Send the boy with me, and we will be on our way. Otherwise we will all die of 
starvation—and not only we, but you and our little ones. [9] I personally guarantee his safety. You may 
hold me responsible if I don’t bring him back to you. Then let me bear the blame forever. [10] If we 
hadn’t wasted all this time, we could have gone and returned twice by now.” [11] So their father, Jacob, 
finally said to them, “If it can’t be avoided, then at least do this. Pack your bags with the best products 
of this land. Take them down to the man as gifts—balm, honey, gum, aromatic resin, pistachio nuts, 
and almonds. [12] Also take double the money that was put back in your sacks, as it was probably 
someone’s mistake. [13] Then take your brother, and go back to the man. [14] May God Almighty give 
you mercy as you go before the man, so that he will release Simeon and let Benjamin return. But if I 
must lose my children, so be it.” [15] So the men packed Jacob’s gifts and double the money and 
headed off with Benjamin. They finally arrived in Egypt and presented themselves to Joseph. [16] When 



Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the manager of his household, “These men will eat with me 
this noon. Take them inside the palace. Then go slaughter an animal, and prepare a big feast.” [17] So 
the man did as Joseph told him and took them into Joseph’s palace. [18] The brothers were terrified 
when they saw that they were being taken into Joseph’s house. “It’s because of the money someone 
put in our sacks last time we were here,” they said. “He plans to pretend that we stole it. Then he will 
seize us, make us slaves, and take our donkeys.” [19] The brothers approached the manager of 
Joseph’s household and spoke to him at the entrance to the palace. [20] “Sir,” they said, “we came to 
Egypt once before to buy food. [21] But as we were returning home, we stopped for the night and 
opened our sacks. Then we discovered that each man’s money—the exact amount paid—was in the 
top of his sack! Here it is; we have brought it back with us. [22] We also have additional money to buy 
more food. We have no idea who put our money in our sacks.” [23] “Relax. Don’t be afraid,” the 
household manager told them. “Your God, the God of your father, must have put this treasure into your 
sacks. I know I received your payment.” Then he released Simeon and brought him out to them. [24] 
The manager then led the men into Joseph’s palace. He gave them water to wash their feet and 
provided food for their donkeys. [25] They were told they would be eating there, so they prepared their 
gifts for Joseph’s arrival at noon. [26] When Joseph came home, they gave him the gifts they had 
brought him, then bowed low to the ground before him. [27] After greeting them, he asked, “How is your 
father, the old man you spoke about? Is he still alive?” [28] “Yes,” they replied. “Our father, your 
servant, is alive and well.” And they bowed low again. [29] Then Joseph looked at his brother Benjamin, 
the son of his own mother. “Is this your youngest brother, the one you told me about?” Joseph asked. 
“May God be gracious to you, my son.” [30] Then Joseph hurried from the room because he was 
overcome with emotion for his brother. He went into his private room, where he broke down and wept. 
[31] After washing his face, he came back out, keeping himself under control. Then he ordered, “Bring 
out the food!” [32] The waiters served Joseph at his own table, and his brothers were served at a 
separate table. The Egyptians who ate with Joseph sat at their own table, because Egyptians despise 
Hebrews and refuse to eat with them. [33] Joseph told each of his brothers where to sit, and to their 
amazement, he seated them according to age, from oldest to youngest. [34] And Joseph filled their 
plates with food from his own table, giving Benjamin five times as much as he gave the others. So they 
feasted and drank freely with him. [1] When his brothers were ready to leave, Joseph gave these 
instructions to his palace manager: “Fill each of their sacks with as much grain as they can carry, and 
put each man’s money back into his sack. [2] Then put my personal silver cup at the top of the 
youngest brother’s sack, along with the money for his grain.” So the manager did as Joseph instructed 
him. [3] The brothers were up at dawn and were sent on their journey with their loaded donkeys. [4] But 
when they had gone only a short distance and were barely out of the city, Joseph said to his palace 
manager, “Chase after them and stop them. When you catch up with them, ask them, ‘Why have you 
repaid my kindness with such evil? [5] Why have you stolen my master’s silver cup, which he uses to 
predict the future? What a wicked thing you have done!’ ” [6] When the palace manager caught up with 
the men, he spoke to them as he had been instructed. [7] “What are you talking about?” the brothers 
responded. “We are your servants and would never do such a thing! [8] Didn’t we return the money we 
found in our sacks? We brought it back all the way from the land of Canaan. Why would we steal silver 
or gold from your master’s house? [9] If you find his cup with any one of us, let that man die. And all the 
rest of us, my lord, will be your slaves.” [10] “That’s fair,” the man replied. “But only the one who stole 
the cup will be my slave. The rest of you may go free.” [11] They all quickly took their sacks from the 
backs of their donkeys and opened them. [12] The palace manager searched the brothers’ sacks, from 
the oldest to the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack! [13] When the brothers saw this, 
they tore their clothing in despair. Then they loaded their donkeys again and returned to the city. [14] 
Joseph was still in his palace when Judah and his brothers arrived, and they fell to the ground before 
him. [15] “What have you done?” Joseph demanded. “Don’t you know that a man like me can predict 
the future?” [16] Judah answered, “Oh, my lord, what can we say to you? How can we explain this? 
How can we prove our innocence? God is punishing us for our sins. My lord, we have all returned to be 
your slaves—all of us, not just our brother who had your cup in his sack.” [17] “No,” Joseph said. “I 
would never do such a thing! Only the man who stole the cup will be my slave. The rest of you may go 
back to your father in peace.” [18] Then Judah stepped forward and said, “Please, my lord, let your 
servant say just one word to you. Please, do not be angry with me, even though you are as powerful as 
Pharaoh himself. [19] “My lord, previously you asked us, your servants, ‘Do you have a father or a 
brother?’ [20] And we responded, ‘Yes, my lord, we have a father who is an old man, and his youngest 
son is a child of his old age. His full brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother’s children, and his 



father loves him very much.’ [21] “And you said to us, ‘Bring him here so I can see him with my own 
eyes.’ [22] But we said to you, ‘My lord, the boy cannot leave his father, for his father would die.’ [23] 
But you told us, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes with you, you will never see my face again.’ [24] 
“So we returned to your servant, our father, and told him what you had said. [25] Later, when he said, 
‘Go back again and buy us more food,’ [26] we replied, ‘We can’t go unless you let our youngest 
brother go with us. We’ll never get to see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ [27] 
“Then my father said to us, ‘As you know, my wife had two sons, [28] and one of them went away and 
never returned. Doubtless he was torn to pieces by some wild animal. I have never seen him since. [29] 
Now if you take his brother away from me, and any harm comes to him, you will send this grieving, 
white-haired man to his grave.’ [30] “And now, my lord, I cannot go back to my father without the boy. 
Our father’s life is bound up in the boy’s life. [31] If he sees that the boy is not with us, our father will 
die. We, your servants, will indeed be responsible for sending that grieving, white-haired man to his 
grave. [32] My lord, I guaranteed to my father that I would take care of the boy. I told him, ‘If I don’t 
bring him back to you, I will bear the blame forever.’ [33] “So please, my lord, let me stay here as a 
slave instead of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. [34] For how can I return to my father 
if the boy is not with me? I couldn’t bear to see the anguish this would cause my father!”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 
 

JOSEPH REVEALS HIS IDENTITY 
 
READ:  
Genesis 45:1–46:7 (NLT) [1] Joseph could stand it no longer. There were many people in the room, 
and he said to his attendants, “Out, all of you!” So he was alone with his brothers when he told them 
who he was. [2] Then he broke down and wept. He wept so loudly the Egyptians could hear him, and 
word of it quickly carried to Pharaoh’s palace. [3] “I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father 
still alive?” But his brothers were speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing 
there in front of them. [4] “Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they came closer. And he said 
again, “I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. [5] But don’t be upset, and 
don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here ahead of you 
to preserve your lives. [6] This famine that has ravaged the land for two years will last five more years, 
and there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. [7] God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and 
your families alive and to preserve many survivors. [8] So it was God who sent me here, not you! And 
he is the one who made me an adviser to Pharaoh—the manager of his entire palace and the governor 
of all Egypt. [9] “Now hurry back to my father and tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has 
made me master over all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately! [10] You can live in the 
region of Goshen, where you can be near me with all your children and grandchildren, your flocks and 
herds, and everything you own. [11] I will take care of you there, for there are still five years of famine 
ahead of us. Otherwise you, your household, and all your animals will starve.’ ” [12] Then Joseph 
added, “Look! You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that I really am Joseph! 
[13] Go tell my father of my honored position here in Egypt. Describe for him everything you have seen, 
and then bring my father here quickly.” [14] Weeping with joy, he embraced Benjamin, and Benjamin 



did the same. [15] Then Joseph kissed each of his brothers and wept over them, and after that they 
began talking freely with him. [16] The news soon reached Pharaoh’s palace: “Joseph’s brothers have 
arrived!” Pharaoh and his officials were all delighted to hear this. [17] Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell 
your brothers, ‘This is what you must do: Load your pack animals, and hurry back to the land of 
Canaan. [18] Then get your father and all of your families, and return here to me. I will give you the very 
best land in Egypt, and you will eat from the best that the land produces.’ ” [19] Then Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Take wagons from the land of Egypt to carry your little children and your 
wives, and bring your father here. [20] Don’t worry about your personal belongings, for the best of all 
the land of Egypt is yours.’ ” [21] So the sons of Jacob did as they were told. Joseph provided them with 
wagons, as Pharaoh had commanded, and he gave them supplies for the journey. [22] And he gave 
each of them new clothes—but to Benjamin he gave five changes of clothes and 300 pieces of silver. 
[23] He also sent his father ten male donkeys loaded with the finest products of Egypt, and ten female 
donkeys loaded with grain and bread and other supplies he would need on his journey. [24] So Joseph 
sent his brothers off, and as they left, he called after them, “Don’t quarrel about all this along the way!” 
[25] And they left Egypt and returned to their father, Jacob, in the land of Canaan. [26] “Joseph is still 
alive!” they told him. “And he is governor of all the land of Egypt!” Jacob was stunned at the news—he 
couldn’t believe it. [27] But when they repeated to Jacob everything Joseph had told them, and when he 
saw the wagons Joseph had sent to carry him, their father’s spirits revived. [28] Then Jacob exclaimed, 
“It must be true! My son Joseph is alive! I must go and see him before I die.” [1] So Jacob set out for 
Egypt with all his possessions. And when he came to Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his 
father, Isaac. [2] During the night God spoke to him in a vision. “Jacob! Jacob!” he called. “Here I am,” 
Jacob replied. [3] “I am God, the God of your father,” the voice said. “Do not be afraid to go down to 
Egypt, for there I will make your family into a great nation. [4] I will go with you down to Egypt, and I will 
bring you back again. You will die in Egypt, but Joseph will be with you to close your eyes.” [5] So 
Jacob left Beersheba, and his sons took him to Egypt. They carried him and their little ones and their 
wives in the wagons Pharaoh had provided for them. [6] They also took all their livestock and all the 
personal belongings they had acquired in the land of Canaan. So Jacob and his entire family went to 
Egypt—[7] sons and grandsons, daughters and granddaughters—all his descendants.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEEKEND – JANUARY 23-24 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Proverbs for some 

WEEKEND WISDOM. 
 
READ:  
Proverbs 12 (NLT) [1] To learn, you must love discipline; it is stupid to hate correction. [2] The LORD 
approves of those who are good, but he condemns those who plan wickedness. [3] Wickedness never 
brings stability, but the godly have deep roots. [4] A worthy wife is a crown for her husband, but a 
disgraceful woman is like cancer in his bones. [5] The plans of the godly are just; the advice of the 
wicked is treacherous. [6] The words of the wicked are like a murderous ambush, but the words of the 



godly save lives. [7] The wicked die and disappear, but the family of the godly stands firm. [8] A 
sensible person wins admiration, but a warped mind is despised. [9] Better to be an ordinary person 
with a servant than to be self-important but have no food. [10] The godly care for their animals, but the 
wicked are always cruel. [11] A hard worker has plenty of food, but a person who chases fantasies has 
no sense. [12] Thieves are jealous of each other’s loot, but the godly are well rooted and bear their own 
fruit. [13] The wicked are trapped by their own words, but the godly escape such trouble. [14] Wise 
words bring many benefits, and hard work brings rewards. [15] Fools think their own way is right, but 
the wise listen to others. [16] A fool is quick-tempered, but a wise person stays calm when insulted. [17] 
An honest witness tells the truth; a false witness tells lies. [18] Some people make cutting remarks, but 
the words of the wise bring healing. [19] Truthful words stand the test of time, but lies are soon 
exposed. [20] Deceit fills hearts that are plotting evil; joy fills hearts that are planning peace! [21] No 
harm comes to the godly, but the wicked have their fill of trouble. [22] The LORD detests lying lips, but 
he delights in those who tell the truth. [23] The wise don’t make a show of their knowledge, but fools 
broadcast their foolishness. [24] Work hard and become a leader; be lazy and become a slave. [25] 
Worry weighs a person down; an encouraging word cheers a person up. [26] The godly give good 
advice to their friends; the wicked lead them astray. [27] Lazy people don’t even cook the game they 
catch, but the diligent make use of everything they find. [28] The way of the godly leads to life; that path 
does not lead to death.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 


