
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8 – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
 
ISRAEL’S DISOBEDIENCE 
 

READ:  
Judges 2:6–3:6 (NLT) [6] After Joshua sent the people away, each of the tribes left to take possession 
of the land allotted to them. [7] And the Israelites served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and 
the leaders who outlived him—those who had seen all the great things the LORD had done for Israel. [8] 
Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110. [9] They buried him in the land he 
had been allocated, at Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. [10] After 
that generation died, another generation grew up who did not acknowledge the LORD or remember the 
mighty things he had done for Israel. [11] The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight and served the 
images of Baal. [12] They abandoned the LORD, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out 
of Egypt. They went after other gods, worshiping the gods of the people around them. And they 
angered the LORD. [13] They abandoned the LORD to serve Baal and the images of Ashtoreth. [14] This 
made the LORD burn with anger against Israel, so he handed them over to raiders who stole their 
possessions. He turned them over to their enemies all around, and they were no longer able to resist 
them. [15] Every time Israel went out to battle, the LORD fought against them, causing them to be 
defeated, just as he had warned. And the people were in great distress. [16] Then the LORD raised up 
judges to rescue the Israelites from their attackers. [17] Yet Israel did not listen to the judges but 
prostituted themselves by worshiping other gods. How quickly they turned away from the path of their 
ancestors, who had walked in obedience to the LORD’s commands. [18] Whenever the LORD raised up 
a judge over Israel, he was with that judge and rescued the people from their enemies throughout the 
judge’s lifetime. For the LORD took pity on his people, who were burdened by oppression and suffering. 
[19] But when the judge died, the people returned to their corrupt ways, behaving worse than those who 
had lived before them. They went after other gods, serving and worshiping them. And they refused to 
give up their evil practices and stubborn ways. [20] So the LORD burned with anger against Israel. He 
said, “Because these people have violated my covenant, which I made with their ancestors, and have 
ignored my commands, [21] I will no longer drive out the nations that Joshua left unconquered when he 
died. [22] I did this to test Israel—to see whether or not they would follow the ways of the LORD as their 
ancestors did.” [23] That is why the LORD left those nations in place. He did not quickly drive them out 
or allow Joshua to conquer them all. [1] These are the nations that the LORD left in the land to test 
those Israelites who had not experienced the wars of Canaan. [2] He did this to teach warfare to 
generations of Israelites who had no experience in battle. [3] These are the nations: the Philistines 
(those living under the five Philistine rulers), all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites living in 
the mountains of Lebanon from Mount Baal-hermon to Lebo-hamath. [4] These people were left to test 
the Israelites—to see whether they would obey the commands the LORD had given to their ancestors 
through Moses. [5] So the people of Israel lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 
Hivites, and Jebusites, [6] and they intermarried with them. Israelite sons married their daughters, and 
Israelite daughters were given in marriage to their sons. And the Israelites served their gods.  
 

 
 
 



REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
 
DEBORAH LEADS ISRAEL 
 

READ:  
Judges 4:1–5:31 (NLT) [1] After Ehud’s death, the Israelites again did evil in the LORD’s sight. [2] So 
the LORD turned them over to King Jabin of Hazor, a Canaanite king. The commander of his army was 
Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-haggoyim. [3] Sisera, who had 900 iron chariots, ruthlessly oppressed 
the Israelites for twenty years. Then the people of Israel cried out to the LORD for help. [4] Deborah, the 
wife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was judging Israel at that time. [5] She would sit under the Palm 
of Deborah, between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites would go to 
her for judgment. [6] One day she sent for Barak son of Abinoam, who lived in Kedesh in the land of 
Naphtali. She said to him, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, commands you: Call out 10,000 
warriors from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun at Mount Tabor. [7] And I will call out Sisera, 
commander of Jabin’s army, along with his chariots and warriors, to the Kishon River. There I will give 
you victory over him.” [8] Barak told her, “I will go, but only if you go with me.” [9] “Very well,” she 
replied, “I will go with you. But you will receive no honor in this venture, for the LORD’s victory over 
Sisera will be at the hands of a woman.” So Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh. [10] At Kedesh, Barak 
called together the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali, and 10,000 warriors went up with him. Deborah also 
went with him. [11] Now Heber the Kenite, a descendant of Moses’ brother-in-law Hobab, had moved 
away from the other members of his tribe and pitched his tent by the oak of Zaanannim near Kedesh. 
[12] When Sisera was told that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, [13] he called for all 
900 of his iron chariots and all of his warriors, and they marched from Harosheth-haggoyim to the 
Kishon River. [14] Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get ready! This is the day the LORD will give you 
victory over Sisera, for the LORD is marching ahead of you.” So Barak led his 10,000 warriors down the 
slopes of Mount Tabor into battle. [15] When Barak attacked, the LORD threw Sisera and all his chariots 
and warriors into a panic. Sisera leaped down from his chariot and escaped on foot. [16] Then Barak 
chased the chariots and the enemy army all the way to Harosheth-haggoyim, killing all of Sisera’s 
warriors. Not a single one was left alive. [17] Meanwhile, Sisera ran to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber 
the Kenite, because Heber’s family was on friendly terms with King Jabin of Hazor. [18] Jael went out to 
meet Sisera and said to him, “Come into my tent, sir. Come in. Don’t be afraid.” So he went into her 
tent, and she covered him with a blanket. [19] “Please give me some water,” he said. “I’m thirsty.” So 
she gave him some milk from a leather bag and covered him again. [20] “Stand at the door of the tent,” 
he told her. “If anybody comes and asks you if there is anyone here, say no.” [21] But when Sisera fell 
asleep from exhaustion, Jael quietly crept up to him with a hammer and tent peg in her hand. Then she 
drove the tent peg through his temple and into the ground, and so he died. [22] When Barak came 
looking for Sisera, Jael went out to meet him. She said, “Come, and I will show you the man you are 
looking for.” So he followed her into the tent and found Sisera lying there dead, with the tent peg 
through his temple. [23] So on that day Israel saw God defeat Jabin, the Canaanite king. [24] And from 
that time on Israel became stronger and stronger against King Jabin until they finally destroyed him. [1] 
On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang this song: [2] “Israel’s leaders took charge, and 
the people gladly followed. Praise the LORD! [3] “Listen, you kings! Pay attention, you mighty rulers! For 
I will sing to the LORD. I will make music to the LORD, the God of Israel. [4] “LORD, when you set out 



from Seir and marched across the fields of Edom, the earth trembled, and the cloudy skies poured 
down rain. [5] The mountains quaked in the presence of the LORD, the God of Mount Sinai— in the 
presence of the LORD, the God of Israel. [6] “In the days of Shamgar son of Anath, and in the days of 
Jael, people avoided the main roads, and travelers stayed on winding pathways. [7] There were few 
people left in the villages of Israel— until Deborah arose as a mother for Israel. [8] When Israel chose 
new gods, war erupted at the city gates. Yet not a shield or spear could be seen among forty thousand 
warriors in Israel! [9] My heart is with the commanders of Israel, with those who volunteered for war. 
Praise the LORD! [10] “Consider this, you who ride on fine donkeys, you who sit on fancy saddle 
blankets, and you who walk along the road. [11] Listen to the village musicians gathered at the watering 
holes. They recount the righteous victories of the LORD and the victories of his villagers in Israel. Then 
the people of the LORD marched down to the city gates. [12] “Wake up, Deborah, wake up! Wake up, 
wake up, and sing a song! Arise, Barak! Lead your captives away, son of Abinoam! [13] “Down from 
Tabor marched the few against the nobles. The people of the LORD marched down against mighty 
warriors. [14] They came down from Ephraim— a land that once belonged to the Amalekites; they 
followed you, Benjamin, with your troops. From Makir the commanders marched down; from Zebulun 
came those who carry a commander’s staff. [15] The princes of Issachar were with Deborah and Barak. 
They followed Barak, rushing into the valley. But in the tribe of Reuben there was great indecision. [16] 
Why did you sit at home among the sheepfolds— to hear the shepherds whistle for their flocks? Yes, in 
the tribe of Reuben there was great indecision. [17] Gilead remained east of the Jordan. And why did 
Dan stay home? Asher sat unmoved at the seashore, remaining in his harbors. [18] But Zebulun risked 
his life, as did Naphtali, on the heights of the battlefield. [19] “The kings of Canaan came and fought, at 
Taanach near Megiddo’s springs, but they carried off no silver treasures. [20] The stars fought from 
heaven. The stars in their orbits fought against Sisera. [21] The Kishon River swept them away— that 
ancient torrent, the Kishon. March on with courage, my soul! [22] Then the horses’ hooves hammered 
the ground, the galloping, galloping of Sisera’s mighty steeds. [23] ‘Let the people of Meroz be cursed,’ 
said the angel of the LORD. ‘Let them be utterly cursed, because they did not come to help the LORD— 
to help the LORD against the mighty warriors.’ [24] “Most blessed among women is Jael, the wife of 
Heber the Kenite. May she be blessed above all women who live in tents. [25] Sisera asked for water, 
and she gave him milk. In a bowl fit for nobles, she brought him yogurt. [26] Then with her left hand she 
reached for a tent peg, and with her right hand for the workman’s hammer. She struck Sisera with the 
hammer, crushing his head. With a shattering blow, she pierced his temples. [27] He sank, he fell, he 
lay still at her feet. And where he sank, there he died. [28] “From the window Sisera’s mother looked 
out. Through the window she watched for his return, saying, ‘Why is his chariot so long in coming? Why 
don’t we hear the sound of chariot wheels?’ [29] “Her wise women answer, and she repeats these 
words to herself: [30] ‘They must be dividing the captured plunder— with a woman or two for every 
man. There will be colorful robes for Sisera, and colorful, embroidered robes for me. Yes, the plunder 
will include colorful robes embroidered on both sides.’ [31] “LORD, may all your enemies die like Sisera! 
But may those who love you rise like the sun in all its power!” Then there was peace in the land for forty 
years.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
 
GIDEON DEFEATS THE MIDIANITES 
 

READ:  
Judges 6:1–7:25 (NLT) [1] The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight. So the LORD handed them over to 
the Midianites for seven years. [2] The Midianites were so cruel that the Israelites made hiding places 
for themselves in the mountains, caves, and strongholds. [3] Whenever the Israelites planted their 
crops, marauders from Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east would attack Israel, [4] camping in 
the land and destroying crops as far away as Gaza. They left the Israelites with nothing to eat, taking all 
the sheep, goats, cattle, and donkeys. [5] These enemy hordes, coming with their livestock and tents, 
were as thick as locusts; they arrived on droves of camels too numerous to count. And they stayed until 
the land was stripped bare. [6] So Israel was reduced to starvation by the Midianites. Then the 
Israelites cried out to the LORD for help. [7] When they cried out to the LORD because of Midian, [8] the 
LORD sent a prophet to the Israelites. He said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought 
you up out of slavery in Egypt. [9] I rescued you from the Egyptians and from all who oppressed you. I 
drove out your enemies and gave you their land. [10] I told you, ‘I am the LORD your God. You must not 
worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you now live.’ But you have not listened to me.” [11] 
Then the angel of the LORD came and sat beneath the great tree at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash 
of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress to hide 
the grain from the Midianites. [12] The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said, “Mighty hero, the 
LORD is with you!” [13] “Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? 
And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t they say, ‘The LORD brought us up 
out of Egypt’? But now the LORD has abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.” [14] Then 
the LORD turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have, and rescue Israel from the Midianites. 
I am sending you!” [15] “But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can I rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in 
the whole tribe of Manasseh, and I am the least in my entire family!” [16] The LORD said to him, “I will 
be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if you were fighting against one man.” [17] Gideon 
replied, “If you are truly going to help me, show me a sign to prove that it is really the LORD speaking to 
me. [18] Don’t go away until I come back and bring my offering to you.” He answered, “I will stay here 
until you return.” [19] Gideon hurried home. He cooked a young goat, and with a basket of flour he 
baked some bread without yeast. Then, carrying the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot, he brought 
them out and presented them to the angel, who was under the great tree. [20] The angel of God said to 
him, “Place the meat and the unleavened bread on this rock, and pour the broth over it.” And Gideon 
did as he was told. [21] Then the angel of the LORD touched the meat and bread with the tip of the staff 
in his hand, and fire flamed up from the rock and consumed all he had brought. And the angel of the 
LORD disappeared. [22] When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he cried out, “Oh, 
Sovereign LORD, I’m doomed! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!” [23] “It is all right,” the 
LORD replied. “Do not be afraid. You will not die.” [24] And Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and 
named it Yahweh-Shalom (which means “the LORD is peace”). The altar remains in Ophrah in the land 
of the clan of Abiezer to this day. [25] That night the LORD said to Gideon, “Take the second bull from 
your father’s herd, the one that is seven years old. Pull down your father’s altar to Baal, and cut down 
the Asherah pole standing beside it. [26] Then build an altar to the LORD your God here on this hilltop 
sanctuary, laying the stones carefully. Sacrifice the bull as a burnt offering on the altar, using as fuel the 
wood of the Asherah pole you cut down.” [27] So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the LORD 
had commanded. But he did it at night because he was afraid of the other members of his father’s 
household and the people of the town. [28] Early the next morning, as the people of the town began to 
stir, someone discovered that the altar of Baal had been broken down and that the Asherah pole beside 
it had been cut down. In their place a new altar had been built, and on it were the remains of the bull 
that had been sacrificed. [29] The people said to each other, “Who did this?” And after asking around 
and making a careful search, they learned that it was Gideon, the son of Joash. [30] “Bring out your 
son,” the men of the town demanded of Joash. “He must die for destroying the altar of Baal and for 
cutting down the Asherah pole.” [31] But Joash shouted to the mob that confronted him, “Why are you 
defending Baal? Will you argue his case? Whoever pleads his case will be put to death by morning! If 
Baal truly is a god, let him defend himself and destroy the one who broke down his altar!” [32] From 
then on Gideon was called Jerub-baal, which means “Let Baal defend himself,” because he broke down 



Baal’s altar. [33] Soon afterward the armies of Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east formed an 
alliance against Israel and crossed the Jordan, camping in the valley of Jezreel. [34] Then the Spirit of 
the LORD clothed Gideon with power. He blew a ram’s horn as a call to arms, and the men of the clan of 
Abiezer came to him. [35] He also sent messengers throughout Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, and 
Naphtali, summoning their warriors, and all of them responded. [36] Then Gideon said to God, “If you 
are truly going to use me to rescue Israel as you promised, [37] prove it to me in this way. I will put a 
wool fleece on the threshing floor tonight. If the fleece is wet with dew in the morning but the ground is 
dry, then I will know that you are going to help me rescue Israel as you promised.” [38] And that is just 
what happened. When Gideon got up early the next morning, he squeezed the fleece and wrung out a 
whole bowlful of water. [39] Then Gideon said to God, “Please don’t be angry with me, but let me make 
one more request. Let me use the fleece for one more test. This time let the fleece remain dry while the 
ground around it is wet with dew.” [40] So that night God did as Gideon asked. The fleece was dry in 
the morning, but the ground was covered with dew. [1] So Jerub-baal (that is, Gideon) and his army got 
up early and went as far as the spring of Harod. The armies of Midian were camped north of them in 
the valley near the hill of Moreh. [2] The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many warriors with you. If 
I let all of you fight the Midianites, the Israelites will boast to me that they saved themselves by their 
own strength. [3] Therefore, tell the people, ‘Whoever is timid or afraid may leave this mountain and go 
home.’ ” So 22,000 of them went home, leaving only 10,000 who were willing to fight. [4] But the LORD 
told Gideon, “There are still too many! Bring them down to the spring, and I will test them to determine 
who will go with you and who will not.” [5] When Gideon took his warriors down to the water, the LORD 
told him, “Divide the men into two groups. In one group put all those who cup water in their hands and 
lap it up with their tongues like dogs. In the other group put all those who kneel down and drink with 
their mouths in the stream.” [6] Only 300 of the men drank from their hands. All the others got down on 
their knees and drank with their mouths in the stream. [7] The LORD told Gideon, “With these 300 men I 
will rescue you and give you victory over the Midianites. Send all the others home.” [8] So Gideon 
collected the provisions and rams’ horns of the other warriors and sent them home. But he kept the 300 
men with him. The Midianite camp was in the valley just below Gideon. [9] That night the LORD said, 
“Get up! Go down into the Midianite camp, for I have given you victory over them! [10] But if you are 
afraid to attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah. [11] Listen to what the Midianites are 
saying, and you will be greatly encouraged. Then you will be eager to attack.” So Gideon took Purah 
and went down to the edge of the enemy camp. [12] The armies of Midian, Amalek, and the people of 
the east had settled in the valley like a swarm of locusts. Their camels were like grains of sand on the 
seashore—too many to count! [13] Gideon crept up just as a man was telling his companion about a 
dream. The man said, “I had this dream, and in my dream a loaf of barley bread came tumbling down 
into the Midianite camp. It hit a tent, turned it over, and knocked it flat!” [14] His companion answered, 
“Your dream can mean only one thing—God has given Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite, victory over 
Midian and all its allies!” [15] When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed in worship 
before the LORD. Then he returned to the Israelite camp and shouted, “Get up! For the LORD has given 
you victory over the Midianite hordes!” [16] He divided the 300 men into three groups and gave each 
man a ram’s horn and a clay jar with a torch in it. [17] Then he said to them, “Keep your eyes on me. 
When I come to the edge of the camp, do just as I do. [18] As soon as I and those with me blow the 
rams’ horns, blow your horns, too, all around the entire camp, and shout, ‘For the LORD and for 
Gideon!’ ” [19] It was just after midnight, after the changing of the guard, when Gideon and the 100 men 
with him reached the edge of the Midianite camp. Suddenly, they blew the rams’ horns and broke their 
clay jars. [20] Then all three groups blew their horns and broke their jars. They held the blazing torches 
in their left hands and the horns in their right hands, and they all shouted, “A sword for the LORD and for 
Gideon!” [21] Each man stood at his position around the camp and watched as all the Midianites rushed 
around in a panic, shouting as they ran to escape. [22] When the 300 Israelites blew their rams’ horns, 
the LORD caused the warriors in the camp to fight against each other with their swords. Those who 
were not killed fled to places as far away as Beth-shittah near Zererah and to the border of Abel-
meholah near Tabbath. [23] Then Gideon sent for the warriors of Naphtali, Asher, and Manasseh, who 
joined in chasing the army of Midian. [24] Gideon also sent messengers throughout the hill country of 
Ephraim, saying, “Come down to attack the Midianites. Cut them off at the shallow crossings of the 
Jordan River at Beth-barah.” So all the men of Ephraim did as they were told. [25] They captured Oreb 
and Zeeb, the two Midianite commanders, killing Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress 
of Zeeb. And they continued to chase the Midianites. Afterward the Israelites brought the heads of Oreb 
and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the Jordan River.  



 

REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
 
SAMSON DEFEATS THE PHILISTINES 
 
READ:  
Judges 13:1–16:31 (NLT) [1] Again the Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight, so the LORD handed 
them over to the Philistines, who oppressed them for forty years. [2] In those days a man named 
Manoah from the tribe of Dan lived in the town of Zorah. His wife was unable to become pregnant, and 
they had no children. [3] The angel of the LORD appeared to Manoah’s wife and said, “Even though you 
have been unable to have children, you will soon become pregnant and give birth to a son. [4] So be 
careful; you must not drink wine or any other alcoholic drink nor eat any forbidden food. [5] You will 
become pregnant and give birth to a son, and his hair must never be cut. For he will be dedicated to 
God as a Nazirite from birth. He will begin to rescue Israel from the Philistines.” [6] The woman ran and 
told her husband, “A man of God appeared to me! He looked like one of God’s angels, terrifying to see. 
I didn’t ask where he was from, and he didn’t tell me his name. [7] But he told me, ‘You will become 
pregnant and give birth to a son. You must not drink wine or any other alcoholic drink nor eat any 
forbidden food. For your son will be dedicated to God as a Nazirite from the moment of his birth until 
the day of his death.’ ” [8] Then Manoah prayed to the LORD, saying, “Lord, please let the man of God 
come back to us again and give us more instructions about this son who is to be born.” [9] God 
answered Manoah’s prayer, and the angel of God appeared once again to his wife as she was sitting in 
the field. But her husband, Manoah, was not with her. [10] So she quickly ran and told her husband, 
“The man who appeared to me the other day is here again!” [11] Manoah ran back with his wife and 
asked, “Are you the man who spoke to my wife the other day?” “Yes,” he replied, “I am.” [12] So 
Manoah asked him, “When your words come true, what kind of rules should govern the boy’s life and 
work?” [13] The angel of the LORD replied, “Be sure your wife follows the instructions I gave her. [14] 
She must not eat grapes or raisins, drink wine or any other alcoholic drink, or eat any forbidden food.” 
[15] Then Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “Please stay here until we can prepare a young goat 
for you to eat.” [16] “I will stay,” the angel of the LORD replied, “but I will not eat anything. However, you 
may prepare a burnt offering as a sacrifice to the LORD.” (Manoah didn’t realize it was the angel of the 
LORD.) [17] Then Manoah asked the angel of the LORD, “What is your name? For when all this comes 
true, we want to honor you.” [18] “Why do you ask my name?” the angel of the LORD replied. “It is too 
wonderful for you to understand.” [19] Then Manoah took a young goat and a grain offering and offered 
it on a rock as a sacrifice to the LORD. And as Manoah and his wife watched, the LORD did an amazing 
thing. [20] As the flames from the altar shot up toward the sky, the angel of the LORD ascended in the 
fire. When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell with their faces to the ground. [21] The angel did not 
appear again to Manoah and his wife. Manoah finally realized it was the angel of the LORD, [22] and he 
said to his wife, “We will certainly die, for we have seen God!” [23] But his wife said, “If the LORD were 
going to kill us, he wouldn’t have accepted our burnt offering and grain offering. He wouldn’t have 
appeared to us and told us this wonderful thing and done these miracles.” [24] When her son was born, 
she named him Samson. And the LORD blessed him as he grew up. [25] And the Spirit of the LORD 
began to stir him while he lived in Mahaneh-dan, which is located between the towns of Zorah and 
Eshtaol. [1] One day when Samson was in Timnah, one of the Philistine women caught his eye. [2] 



When he returned home, he told his father and mother, “A young Philistine woman in Timnah caught 
my eye. I want to marry her. Get her for me.” [3] His father and mother objected. “Isn’t there even one 
woman in our tribe or among all the Israelites you could marry?” they asked. “Why must you go to the 
pagan Philistines to find a wife?” But Samson told his father, “Get her for me! She looks good to me.” 
[4] His father and mother didn’t realize the LORD was at work in this, creating an opportunity to work 
against the Philistines, who ruled over Israel at that time. [5] As Samson and his parents were going 
down to Timnah, a young lion suddenly attacked Samson near the vineyards of Timnah. [6] At that 
moment the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him, and he ripped the lion’s jaws apart with his 
bare hands. He did it as easily as if it were a young goat. But he didn’t tell his father or mother about it. 
[7] When Samson arrived in Timnah, he talked with the woman and was very pleased with her. [8] 
Later, when he returned to Timnah for the wedding, he turned off the path to look at the carcass of the 
lion. And he found that a swarm of bees had made some honey in the carcass. [9] He scooped some of 
the honey into his hands and ate it along the way. He also gave some to his father and mother, and 
they ate it. But he didn’t tell them he had taken the honey from the carcass of the lion. [10] As his father 
was making final arrangements for the marriage, Samson threw a party at Timnah, as was the custom 
for elite young men. [11] When the bride’s parents saw him, they selected thirty young men from the 
town to be his companions. [12] Samson said to them, “Let me tell you a riddle. If you solve my riddle 
during these seven days of the celebration, I will give you thirty fine linen robes and thirty sets of festive 
clothing. [13] But if you can’t solve it, then you must give me thirty fine linen robes and thirty sets of 
festive clothing.” “All right,” they agreed, “let’s hear your riddle.” [14] So he said: “Out of the one who 
eats came something to eat; out of the strong came something sweet.” Three days later they were still 
trying to figure it out. [15] On the fourth day they said to Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband to explain 
the riddle for us, or we will burn down your father’s house with you in it. Did you invite us to this party 
just to make us poor?” [16] So Samson’s wife came to him in tears and said, “You don’t love me; you 
hate me! You have given my people a riddle, but you haven’t told me the answer.” “I haven’t even given 
the answer to my father or mother,” he replied. “Why should I tell you?” [17] So she cried whenever she 
was with him and kept it up for the rest of the celebration. At last, on the seventh day he told her the 
answer because she was tormenting him with her nagging. Then she explained the riddle to the young 
men. [18] So before sunset of the seventh day, the men of the town came to Samson with their answer: 
“What is sweeter than honey? What is stronger than a lion?” Samson replied, “If you hadn’t plowed with 
my heifer, you wouldn’t have solved my riddle!” [19] Then the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon 
him. He went down to the town of Ashkelon, killed thirty men, took their belongings, and gave their 
clothing to the men who had solved his riddle. But Samson was furious about what had happened, and 
he went back home to live with his father and mother. [20] So his wife was given in marriage to the man 
who had been Samson’s best man at the wedding. [1] Later on, during the wheat harvest, Samson took 
a young goat as a present to his wife. He said, “I’m going into my wife’s room to sleep with her,” but her 
father wouldn’t let him in. [2] “I truly thought you must hate her,” her father explained, “so I gave her in 
marriage to your best man. But look, her younger sister is even more beautiful than she is. Marry her 
instead.” [3] Samson said, “This time I cannot be blamed for everything I am going to do to you 
Philistines.” [4] Then he went out and caught 300 foxes. He tied their tails together in pairs, and he 
fastened a torch to each pair of tails. [5] Then he lit the torches and let the foxes run through the grain 
fields of the Philistines. He burned all their grain to the ground, including the sheaves and the uncut 
grain. He also destroyed their vineyards and olive groves. [6] “Who did this?” the Philistines demanded. 
“Samson,” was the reply, “because his father-in-law from Timnah gave Samson’s wife to be married to 
his best man.” So the Philistines went and got the woman and her father and burned them to death. [7] 
“Because you did this,” Samson vowed, “I won’t rest until I take my revenge on you!” [8] So he attacked 
the Philistines with great fury and killed many of them. Then he went to live in a cave in the rock of 
Etam. [9] The Philistines retaliated by setting up camp in Judah and spreading out near the town of 
Lehi. [10] The men of Judah asked the Philistines, “Why are you attacking us?” The Philistines replied, 
“We’ve come to capture Samson. We’ve come to pay him back for what he did to us.” [11] So 3,000 
men of Judah went down to get Samson at the cave in the rock of Etam. They said to Samson, “Don’t 
you realize the Philistines rule over us? What are you doing to us?” But Samson replied, “I only did to 
them what they did to me.” [12] But the men of Judah told him, “We have come to tie you up and hand 
you over to the Philistines.” “All right,” Samson said. “But promise that you won’t kill me yourselves.” 
[13] “We will only tie you up and hand you over to the Philistines,” they replied. “We won’t kill you.” So 
they tied him up with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock. [14] As Samson arrived at Lehi, 
the Philistines came shouting in triumph. But the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon Samson, and 



he snapped the ropes on his arms as if they were burnt strands of flax, and they fell from his wrists. [15] 
Then he found the jawbone of a recently killed donkey. He picked it up and killed 1,000 Philistines with 
it. [16] Then Samson said, “With the jawbone of a donkey, I’ve piled them in heaps! With the jawbone of 
a donkey, I’ve killed a thousand men!” [17] When he finished his boasting, he threw away the jawbone; 
and the place was named Jawbone Hill. [18] Samson was now very thirsty, and he cried out to the 
LORD, “You have accomplished this great victory by the strength of your servant. Must I now die of thirst 
and fall into the hands of these pagans?” [19] So God caused water to gush out of a hollow in the 
ground at Lehi, and Samson was revived as he drank. Then he named that place “The Spring of the 
One Who Cried Out,” and it is still in Lehi to this day. [20] Samson judged Israel for twenty years during 
the period when the Philistines dominated the land. [1] One day Samson went to the Philistine town of 
Gaza and spent the night with a prostitute. [2] Word soon spread that Samson was there, so the men of 
Gaza gathered together and waited all night at the town gates. They kept quiet during the night, saying 
to themselves, “When the light of morning comes, we will kill him.” [3] But Samson stayed in bed only 
until midnight. Then he got up, took hold of the doors of the town gate, including the two posts, and 
lifted them up, bar and all. He put them on his shoulders and carried them all the way to the top of the 
hill across from Hebron. [4] Some time later Samson fell in love with a woman named Delilah, who lived 
in the valley of Sorek. [5] The rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, “Entice Samson to tell you 
what makes him so strong and how he can be overpowered and tied up securely. Then each of us will 
give you 1,100 pieces of silver.” [6] So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me what makes you so 
strong and what it would take to tie you up securely.” [7] Samson replied, “If I were tied up with seven 
new bowstrings that have not yet been dried, I would become as weak as anyone else.” [8] So the 
Philistine rulers brought Delilah seven new bowstrings, and she tied Samson up with them. [9] She had 
hidden some men in one of the inner rooms of her house, and she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines 
have come to capture you!” But Samson snapped the bowstrings as a piece of string snaps when it is 
burned by a fire. So the secret of his strength was not discovered. [10] Afterward Delilah said to him, 
“You’ve been making fun of me and telling me lies! Now please tell me how you can be tied up 
securely.” [11] Samson replied, “If I were tied up with brand-new ropes that had never been used, I 
would become as weak as anyone else.” [12] So Delilah took new ropes and tied him up with them. The 
men were hiding in the inner room as before, and again Delilah cried out, “Samson! The Philistines 
have come to capture you!” But again Samson snapped the ropes from his arms as if they were thread. 
[13] Then Delilah said, “You’ve been making fun of me and telling me lies! Now tell me how you can be 
tied up securely.” Samson replied, “If you were to weave the seven braids of my hair into the fabric on 
your loom and tighten it with the loom shuttle, I would become as weak as anyone else.” So while he 
slept, Delilah wove the seven braids of his hair into the fabric. [14] Then she tightened it with the loom 
shuttle. Again she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture you!” But Samson woke 
up, pulled back the loom shuttle, and yanked his hair away from the loom and the fabric. [15] Then 
Delilah pouted, “How can you tell me, ‘I love you,’ when you don’t share your secrets with me? You’ve 
made fun of me three times now, and you still haven’t told me what makes you so strong!” [16] She 
tormented him with her nagging day after day until he was sick to death of it. [17] Finally, Samson 
shared his secret with her. “My hair has never been cut,” he confessed, “for I was dedicated to God as 
a Nazirite from birth. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as 
weak as anyone else.” [18] Delilah realized he had finally told her the truth, so she sent for the Philistine 
rulers. “Come back one more time,” she said, “for he has finally told me his secret.” So the Philistine 
rulers returned with the money in their hands. [19] Delilah lulled Samson to sleep with his head in her 
lap, and then she called in a man to shave off the seven locks of his hair. In this way she began to bring 
him down, and his strength left him. [20] Then she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to 
capture you!” When he woke up, he thought, “I will do as before and shake myself free.” But he didn’t 
realize the LORD had left him. [21] So the Philistines captured him and gouged out his eyes. They took 
him to Gaza, where he was bound with bronze chains and forced to grind grain in the prison. [22] But 
before long, his hair began to grow back. [23] The Philistine rulers held a great festival, offering 
sacrifices and praising their god, Dagon. They said, “Our god has given us victory over our enemy 
Samson!” [24] When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, “Our god has delivered our 
enemy to us! The one who killed so many of us is now in our power!” [25] Half drunk by now, the people 
demanded, “Bring out Samson so he can amuse us!” So he was brought from the prison to amuse 
them, and they had him stand between the pillars supporting the roof. [26] Samson said to the young 
servant who was leading him by the hand, “Place my hands against the pillars that hold up the temple. I 
want to rest against them.” [27] Now the temple was completely filled with people. All the Philistine 



rulers were there, and there were about 3,000 men and women on the roof who were watching as 
Samson amused them. [28] Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, remember me again. 
O God, please strengthen me just one more time. With one blow let me pay back the Philistines for the 
loss of my two eyes.” [29] Then Samson put his hands on the two center pillars that held up the temple. 
Pushing against them with both hands, [30] he prayed, “Let me die with the Philistines.” And the temple 
crashed down on the Philistine rulers and all the people. So he killed more people when he died than 
he had during his entire lifetime. [31] Later his brothers and other relatives went down to get his body. 
They took him back home and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol, where his father, Manoah, was 
buried. Samson had judged Israel for twenty years.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
 

THE STORY OF RUTH 
 
READ:  
Ruth 1:1–4:22 (NLT) [1] In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the 
land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking 
his wife and two sons with him. [2] The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two 
sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when 
they reached Moab, they settled there. [3] Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. 
[4] The two sons married Moabite women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a 
woman named Ruth. But about ten years later, [5] both Mahlon and Kilion died. This left Naomi alone, 
without her two sons or her husband. [6] Then Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had blessed his 
people in Judah by giving them good crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to 
leave Moab to return to her homeland. [7] With her two daughters-in-law she set out from the place 
where she had been living, and they took the road that would lead them back to Judah. [8] But on the 
way, Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back to your mothers’ homes. And may the LORD 
reward you for your kindness to your husbands and to me. [9] May the LORD bless you with the security 
of another marriage.” Then she kissed them good-bye, and they all broke down and wept. [10] “No,” 
they said. “We want to go with you to your people.” [11] But Naomi replied, “Why should you go on with 
me? Can I still give birth to other sons who could grow up to be your husbands? [12] No, my daughters, 
return to your parents’ homes, for I am too old to marry again. And even if it were possible, and I were 
to get married tonight and bear sons, then what? [13] Would you wait for them to grow up and refuse to 
marry someone else? No, of course not, my daughters! Things are far more bitter for me than for you, 
because the LORD himself has raised his fist against me.” [14] And again they wept together, and 
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye. But Ruth clung tightly to Naomi. [15] “Look,” Naomi said to 
her, “your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods. You should do the same.” [16] But 
Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, I 
will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. [17] Wherever you die, I will die, 
and there I will be buried. May the LORD punish me severely if I allow anything but death to separate 
us!” [18] When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, she said nothing more. [19] So the 
two of them continued on their journey. When they came to Bethlehem, the entire town was excited by 



their arrival. “Is it really Naomi?” the women asked. [20] “Don’t call me Naomi,” she responded. 
“Instead, call me Mara, for the Almighty has made life very bitter for me. [21] I went away full, but the 
LORD has brought me home empty. Why call me Naomi when the LORD has caused me to suffer and 
the Almighty has sent such tragedy upon me?” [22] So Naomi returned from Moab, accompanied by 
her daughter-in-law Ruth, the young Moabite woman. They arrived in Bethlehem in late spring, at the 
beginning of the barley harvest. [1] Now there was a wealthy and influential man in Bethlehem named 
Boaz, who was a relative of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech. [2] One day Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, 
“Let me go out into the harvest fields to pick up the stalks of grain left behind by anyone who is kind 
enough to let me do it.” Naomi replied, “All right, my daughter, go ahead.” [3] So Ruth went out to 
gather grain behind the harvesters. And as it happened, she found herself working in a field that 
belonged to Boaz, the relative of her father-in-law, Elimelech. [4] While she was there, Boaz arrived 
from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters. “The LORD be with you!” he said. “The LORD bless you!” 
the harvesters replied. [5] Then Boaz asked his foreman, “Who is that young woman over there? Who 
does she belong to?” [6] And the foreman replied, “She is the young woman from Moab who came back 
with Naomi. [7] She asked me this morning if she could gather grain behind the harvesters. She has 
been hard at work ever since, except for a few minutes’ rest in the shelter.” [8] Boaz went over and said 
to Ruth, “Listen, my daughter. Stay right here with us when you gather grain; don’t go to any other 
fields. Stay right behind the young women working in my field. [9] See which part of the field they are 
harvesting, and then follow them. I have warned the young men not to treat you roughly. And when you 
are thirsty, help yourself to the water they have drawn from the well.” [10] Ruth fell at his feet and 
thanked him warmly. “What have I done to deserve such kindness?” she asked. “I am only a foreigner.” 
[11] “Yes, I know,” Boaz replied. “But I also know about everything you have done for your mother-in-
law since the death of your husband. I have heard how you left your father and mother and your own 
land to live here among complete strangers. [12] May the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings 
you have come to take refuge, reward you fully for what you have done.” [13] “I hope I continue to 
please you, sir,” she replied. “You have comforted me by speaking so kindly to me, even though I am 
not one of your workers.” [14] At mealtime Boaz called to her, “Come over here, and help yourself to 
some food. You can dip your bread in the sour wine.” So she sat with his harvesters, and Boaz gave 
her some roasted grain to eat. She ate all she wanted and still had some left over. [15] When Ruth went 
back to work again, Boaz ordered his young men, “Let her gather grain right among the sheaves 
without stopping her. [16] And pull out some heads of barley from the bundles and drop them on 
purpose for her. Let her pick them up, and don’t give her a hard time!” [17] So Ruth gathered barley 
there all day, and when she beat out the grain that evening, it filled an entire basket. [18] She carried it 
back into town and showed it to her mother-in-law. Ruth also gave her the roasted grain that was left 
over from her meal. [19] “Where did you gather all this grain today?” Naomi asked. “Where did you 
work? May the LORD bless the one who helped you!” So Ruth told her mother-in-law about the man in 
whose field she had worked. She said, “The man I worked with today is named Boaz.” [20] “May the 
LORD bless him!” Naomi told her daughter-in-law. “He is showing his kindness to us as well as to your 
dead husband. That man is one of our closest relatives, one of our family redeemers.” [21] Then Ruth 
said, “What’s more, Boaz even told me to come back and stay with his harvesters until the entire 
harvest is completed.” [22] “Good!” Naomi exclaimed. “Do as he said, my daughter. Stay with his young 
women right through the whole harvest. You might be harassed in other fields, but you’ll be safe with 
him.” [23] So Ruth worked alongside the women in Boaz’s fields and gathered grain with them until the 
end of the barley harvest. Then she continued working with them through the wheat harvest in early 
summer. And all the while she lived with her mother-in-law. [1] One day Naomi said to Ruth, “My 
daughter, it’s time that I found a permanent home for you, so that you will be provided for. [2] Boaz is a 
close relative of ours, and he’s been very kind by letting you gather grain with his young women. 
Tonight he will be winnowing barley at the threshing floor. [3] Now do as I tell you—take a bath and put 
on perfume and dress in your nicest clothes. Then go to the threshing floor, but don’t let Boaz see you 
until he has finished eating and drinking. [4] Be sure to notice where he lies down; then go and uncover 
his feet and lie down there. He will tell you what to do.” [5] “I will do everything you say,” Ruth replied. 
[6] So she went down to the threshing floor that night and followed the instructions of her mother-in-law. 
[7] After Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he lay down at the far end of the 
pile of grain and went to sleep. Then Ruth came quietly, uncovered his feet, and lay down. [8] Around 
midnight Boaz suddenly woke up and turned over. He was surprised to find a woman lying at his feet! 
[9] “Who are you?” he asked. “I am your servant Ruth,” she replied. “Spread the corner of your covering 
over me, for you are my family redeemer.” [10] “The LORD bless you, my daughter!” Boaz exclaimed. 



“You are showing even more family loyalty now than you did before, for you have not gone after a 
younger man, whether rich or poor. [11] Now don’t worry about a thing, my daughter. I will do what is 
necessary, for everyone in town knows you are a virtuous woman. [12] But while it’s true that I am one 
of your family redeemers, there is another man who is more closely related to you than I am. [13] Stay 
here tonight, and in the morning I will talk to him. If he is willing to redeem you, very well. Let him marry 
you. But if he is not willing, then as surely as the LORD lives, I will redeem you myself! Now lie down 
here until morning.” [14] So Ruth lay at Boaz’s feet until the morning, but she got up before it was light 
enough for people to recognize each other. For Boaz had said, “No one must know that a woman was 
here at the threshing floor.” [15] Then Boaz said to her, “Bring your cloak and spread it out.” He 
measured six scoops of barley into the cloak and placed it on her back. Then he returned to the town. 
[16] When Ruth went back to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, “What happened, my daughter?” Ruth 
told Naomi everything Boaz had done for her, [17] and she added, “He gave me these six scoops of 
barley and said, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’ ” [18] Then Naomi said to her, 
“Just be patient, my daughter, until we hear what happens. The man won’t rest until he has settled 
things today.” [1] Boaz went to the town gate and took a seat there. Just then the family redeemer he 
had mentioned came by, so Boaz called out to him, “Come over here and sit down, friend. I want to talk 
to you.” So they sat down together. [2] Then Boaz called ten leaders from the town and asked them to 
sit as witnesses. [3] And Boaz said to the family redeemer, “You know Naomi, who came back from 
Moab. She is selling the land that belonged to our relative Elimelech. [4] I thought I should speak to you 
about it so that you can redeem it if you wish. If you want the land, then buy it here in the presence of 
these witnesses. But if you don’t want it, let me know right away, because I am next in line to redeem it 
after you.” The man replied, “All right, I’ll redeem it.” [5] Then Boaz told him, “Of course, your purchase 
of the land from Naomi also requires that you marry Ruth, the Moabite widow. That way she can have 
children who will carry on her husband’s name and keep the land in the family.” [6] “Then I can’t 
redeem it,” the family redeemer replied, “because this might endanger my own estate. You redeem the 
land; I cannot do it.” [7] Now in those days it was the custom in Israel for anyone transferring a right of 
purchase to remove his sandal and hand it to the other party. This publicly validated the transaction. [8] 
So the other family redeemer drew off his sandal as he said to Boaz, “You buy the land.” [9] Then Boaz 
said to the elders and to the crowd standing around, “You are witnesses that today I have bought from 
Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion, and Mahlon. [10] And with the land I have acquired Ruth, 
the Moabite widow of Mahlon, to be my wife. This way she can have a son to carry on the family name 
of her dead husband and to inherit the family property here in his hometown. You are all witnesses 
today.” [11] Then the elders and all the people standing in the gate replied, “We are witnesses! May the 
LORD make this woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, from whom all the nation 
of Israel descended! May you prosper in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. [12] And may the 
LORD give you descendants by this young woman who will be like those of our ancestor Perez, the son 
of Tamar and Judah.” [13] So Boaz took Ruth into his home, and she became his wife. When he slept 
with her, the LORD enabled her to become pregnant, and she gave birth to a son. [14] Then the women 
of the town said to Naomi, “Praise the LORD, who has now provided a redeemer for your family! May 
this child be famous in Israel. [15] May he restore your youth and care for you in your old age. For he is 
the son of your daughter-in-law who loves you and has been better to you than seven sons!” [16] 
Naomi took the baby and cuddled him to her breast. And she cared for him as if he were her own. [17] 
The neighbor women said, “Now at last Naomi has a son again!” And they named him Obed. He 
became the father of Jesse and the grandfather of David. [18] This is the genealogical record of their 
ancestor Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron. [19] Hezron was the father of Ram. Ram was the 
father of Amminadab. [20] Amminadab was the father of Nahshon. Nahshon was the father of Salmon. 
[21] Salmon was the father of Boaz. Boaz was the father of Obed. [22] Obed was the father of Jesse. 
Jesse was the father of David.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
 
 



PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEEKEND – FEBRUARY 13-14 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Proverbs for some 

WEEKEND WISDOM. 
 
READ:  
Proverbs 15 (NLT) [1] A gentle answer deflects anger, but harsh words make tempers flare. [2] The 
tongue of the wise makes knowledge appealing, but the mouth of a fool belches out foolishness. [3] 
The LORD is watching everywhere, keeping his eye on both the evil and the good. [4] Gentle words are 
a tree of life; a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit. [5] Only a fool despises a parent’s discipline; 
whoever learns from correction is wise. [6] There is treasure in the house of the godly, but the earnings 
of the wicked bring trouble. [7] The lips of the wise give good advice; the heart of a fool has none to 
give. [8] The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but he delights in the prayers of the upright. [9] 
The LORD detests the way of the wicked, but he loves those who pursue godliness. [10] Whoever 
abandons the right path will be severely disciplined; whoever hates correction will die. [11] Even Death 
and Destruction hold no secrets from the LORD. How much more does he know the human heart! [12] 
Mockers hate to be corrected, so they stay away from the wise. [13] A glad heart makes a happy face; 
a broken heart crushes the spirit. [14] A wise person is hungry for knowledge, while the fool feeds on 
trash. [15] For the despondent, every day brings trouble; for the happy heart, life is a continual feast. 
[16] Better to have little, with fear for the LORD, than to have great treasure and inner turmoil. [17] A 
bowl of vegetables with someone you love is better than steak with someone you hate. [18] A hot-
tempered person starts fights; a cool-tempered person stops them. [19] A lazy person’s way is blocked 
with briers, but the path of the upright is an open highway. [20] Sensible children bring joy to their 
father; foolish children despise their mother. [21] Foolishness brings joy to those with no sense; a 
sensible person stays on the right path. [22] Plans go wrong for lack of advice; many advisers bring 
success. [23] Everyone enjoys a fitting reply; it is wonderful to say the right thing at the right time! [24] 
The path of life leads upward for the wise; they leave the grave behind. [25] The LORD tears down the 
house of the proud, but he protects the property of widows. [26] The LORD detests evil plans, but he 
delights in pure words. [27] Greed brings grief to the whole family, but those who hate bribes will live. 
[28] The heart of the godly thinks carefully before speaking; the mouth of the wicked overflows with evil 
words. [29] The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayers of the righteous. [30] A cheerful 
look brings joy to the heart; good news makes for good health. [31] If you listen to constructive criticism, 
you will be at home among the wise. [32] If you reject discipline, you only harm yourself; but if you listen 
to correction, you grow in understanding. [33] Fear of the LORD teaches wisdom; humility precedes 
honor.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 



-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 


