
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
 
THE FALL OF ISRAEL – DAVID AND BATHSHEBA 
 

READ:  
2 Samuel 11:1–12:25 (NLT) [1] In the spring of the year, when kings normally go out to war, David sent 
Joab and the Israelite army to fight the Ammonites. They destroyed the Ammonite army and laid siege 
to the city of Rabbah. However, David stayed behind in Jerusalem. [2] Late one afternoon, after his 
midday rest, David got out of bed and was walking on the roof of the palace. As he looked out over the 
city, he noticed a woman of unusual beauty taking a bath. [3] He sent someone to find out who she 
was, and he was told, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” [4] 
Then David sent messengers to get her; and when she came to the palace, he slept with her. She had 
just completed the purification rites after having her menstrual period. Then she returned home. [5] 
Later, when Bathsheba discovered that she was pregnant, she sent David a message, saying, “I’m 
pregnant.” [6] Then David sent word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So Joab sent him to David. [7] 
When Uriah arrived, David asked him how Joab and the army were getting along and how the war was 
progressing. [8] Then he told Uriah, “Go on home and relax.” David even sent a gift to Uriah after he 
had left the palace. [9] But Uriah didn’t go home. He slept that night at the palace entrance with the 
king’s palace guard. [10] When David heard that Uriah had not gone home, he summoned him and 
asked, “What’s the matter? Why didn’t you go home last night after being away for so long?” [11] Uriah 
replied, “The Ark and the armies of Israel and Judah are living in tents, and Joab and my master’s men 
are camping in the open fields. How could I go home to wine and dine and sleep with my wife? I swear 
that I would never do such a thing.” [12] “Well, stay here today,” David told him, “and tomorrow you may 
return to the army.” So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and the next. [13] Then David invited him to 
dinner and got him drunk. But even then he couldn’t get Uriah to go home to his wife. Again he slept at 
the palace entrance with the king’s palace guard. [14] So the next morning David wrote a letter to Joab 
and gave it to Uriah to deliver. [15] The letter instructed Joab, “Station Uriah on the front lines where the 
battle is fiercest. Then pull back so that he will be killed.” [16] So Joab assigned Uriah to a spot close to 
the city wall where he knew the enemy’s strongest men were fighting. [17] And when the enemy 
soldiers came out of the city to fight, Uriah the Hittite was killed along with several other Israelite 
soldiers. [18] Then Joab sent a battle report to David. [19] He told his messenger, “Report all the news 
of the battle to the king. [20] But he might get angry and ask, ‘Why did the troops go so close to the 
city? Didn’t they know there would be shooting from the walls? [21] Wasn’t Abimelech son of Gideon 
killed at Thebez by a woman who threw a millstone down on him from the wall? Why would you get so 
close to the wall?’ Then tell him, ‘Uriah the Hittite was killed, too.’ ” [22] So the messenger went to 
Jerusalem and gave a complete report to David. [23] “The enemy came out against us in the open 
fields,” he said. “And as we chased them back to the city gate, [24] the archers on the wall shot arrows 
at us. Some of the king’s men were killed, including Uriah the Hittite.” [25] “Well, tell Joab not to be 
discouraged,” David said. “The sword devours this one today and that one tomorrow! Fight harder next 
time, and conquer the city!” [26] When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for 
him. [27] When the period of mourning was over, David sent for her and brought her to the palace, and 
she became one of his wives. Then she gave birth to a son. But the LORD was displeased with what 
David had done. [1] So the LORD sent Nathan the prophet to tell David this story: “There were two men 



in a certain town. One was rich, and one was poor. [2] The rich man owned a great many sheep and 
cattle. [3] The poor man owned nothing but one little lamb he had bought. He raised that little lamb, and 
it grew up with his children. It ate from the man’s own plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it in his 
arms like a baby daughter. [4] One day a guest arrived at the home of the rich man. But instead of 
killing an animal from his own flock or herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and killed it and prepared it for 
his guest.” [5] David was furious. “As surely as the LORD lives,” he vowed, “any man who would do such 
a thing deserves to die! [6] He must repay four lambs to the poor man for the one he stole and for 
having no pity.” [7] Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man! The LORD, the God of Israel, says: I 
anointed you king of Israel and saved you from the power of Saul. [8] I gave you your master’s house 
and his wives and the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. And if that had not been enough, I would have 
given you much, much more. [9] Why, then, have you despised the word of the LORD and done this 
horrible deed? For you have murdered Uriah the Hittite with the sword of the Ammonites and stolen his 
wife. [10] From this time on, your family will live by the sword because you have despised me by taking 
Uriah’s wife to be your own. [11] “This is what the LORD says: Because of what you have done, I will 
cause your own household to rebel against you. I will give your wives to another man before your very 
eyes, and he will go to bed with them in public view. [12] You did it secretly, but I will make this happen 
to you openly in the sight of all Israel.” [13] Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the 
LORD.” Nathan replied, “Yes, but the LORD has forgiven you, and you won’t die for this sin. [14] 
Nevertheless, because you have shown utter contempt for the word of the LORD by doing this, your 
child will die.” [15] After Nathan returned to his home, the LORD sent a deadly illness to the child of 
David and Uriah’s wife. [16] David begged God to spare the child. He went without food and lay all night 
on the bare ground. [17] The elders of his household pleaded with him to get up and eat with them, but 
he refused. [18] Then on the seventh day the child died. David’s advisers were afraid to tell him. “He 
wouldn’t listen to reason while the child was ill,” they said. “What drastic thing will he do when we tell 
him the child is dead?” [19] When David saw them whispering, he realized what had happened. “Is the 
child dead?” he asked. “Yes,” they replied, “he is dead.” [20] Then David got up from the ground, 
washed himself, put on lotions, and changed his clothes. He went to the Tabernacle and worshiped the 
LORD. After that, he returned to the palace and was served food and ate. [21] His advisers were 
amazed. “We don’t understand you,” they told him. “While the child was still living, you wept and 
refused to eat. But now that the child is dead, you have stopped your mourning and are eating again.” 
[22] David replied, “I fasted and wept while the child was alive, for I said, ‘Perhaps the LORD will be 
gracious to me and let the child live.’ [23] But why should I fast when he is dead? Can I bring him back 
again? I will go to him one day, but he cannot return to me.” [24] Then David comforted Bathsheba, his 
wife, and slept with her. She became pregnant and gave birth to a son, and David named him Solomon. 
The LORD loved the child [25] and sent word through Nathan the prophet that they should name him 
Jedidiah (which means “beloved of the LORD”), as the LORD had commanded.  
 

REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
 
THE FALL OF ISRAEL – KING SOLOMON 
 

READ:  
1 Kings 2:1–3:28 (NLT) [1] As the time of King David’s death approached, he gave this charge to his 
son Solomon: [2] “I am going where everyone on earth must someday go. Take courage and be a man. 
[3] Observe the requirements of the LORD your God, and follow all his ways. Keep the decrees, 
commands, regulations, and laws written in the Law of Moses so that you will be successful in all you 
do and wherever you go. [4] If you do this, then the LORD will keep the promise he made to me. He told 
me, ‘If your descendants live as they should and follow me faithfully with all their heart and soul, one of 
them will always sit on the throne of Israel.’ [5] “And there is something else. You know what Joab son 
of Zeruiah did to me when he murdered my two army commanders, Abner son of Ner and Amasa son 
of Jether. He pretended that it was an act of war, but it was done in a time of peace, staining his belt 
and sandals with innocent blood. [6] Do with him what you think best, but don’t let him grow old and go 
to his grave in peace. [7] “Be kind to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead. Make them permanent guests at 
your table, for they took care of me when I fled from your brother Absalom. [8] “And remember Shimei 
son of Gera, the man from Bahurim in Benjamin. He cursed me with a terrible curse as I was fleeing to 
Mahanaim. When he came down to meet me at the Jordan River, I swore by the LORD that I would not 
kill him. [9] But that oath does not make him innocent. You are a wise man, and you will know how to 
arrange a bloody death for him.” [10] Then David died and was buried with his ancestors in the City of 
David. [11] David had reigned over Israel for forty years, seven of them in Hebron and thirty-three in 
Jerusalem. [12] Solomon became king and sat on the throne of David his father, and his kingdom was 
firmly established. [13] One day Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, came to see Bathsheba, 
Solomon’s mother. “Have you come with peaceful intentions?” she asked him. “Yes,” he said, “I come 
in peace. [14] In fact, I have a favor to ask of you.” “What is it?” she asked. [15] He replied, “As you 
know, the kingdom was rightfully mine; all Israel wanted me to be the next king. But the tables were 
turned, and the kingdom went to my brother instead; for that is the way the LORD wanted it. [16] So now 
I have just one favor to ask of you. Please don’t turn me down.” “What is it?” she asked. [17] He replied, 
“Speak to King Solomon on my behalf, for I know he will do anything you request. Ask him to let me 
marry Abishag, the girl from Shunem.” [18] “All right,” Bathsheba replied. “I will speak to the king for 
you.” [19] So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak on Adonijah’s behalf. The king rose from his 
throne to meet her, and he bowed down before her. When he sat down on his throne again, the king 
ordered that a throne be brought for his mother, and she sat at his right hand. [20] “I have one small 
request to make of you,” she said. “I hope you won’t turn me down.” “What is it, my mother?” he asked. 
“You know I won’t refuse you.” [21] “Then let your brother Adonijah marry Abishag, the girl from 
Shunem,” she replied. [22] “How can you possibly ask me to give Abishag to Adonijah?” King Solomon 
demanded. “You might as well ask me to give him the kingdom! You know that he is my older brother, 
and that he has Abiathar the priest and Joab son of Zeruiah on his side.” [23] Then King Solomon made 
a vow before the LORD: “May God strike me and even kill me if Adonijah has not sealed his fate with 
this request. [24] The LORD has confirmed me and placed me on the throne of my father, David; he has 
established my dynasty as he promised. So as surely as the LORD lives, Adonijah will die this very day!” 
[25] So King Solomon ordered Benaiah son of Jehoiada to execute him, and Adonijah was put to death. 
[26] Then the king said to Abiathar the priest, “Go back to your home in Anathoth. You deserve to die, 
but I will not kill you now, because you carried the Ark of the Sovereign LORD for David my father and 
you shared all his hardships.” [27] So Solomon deposed Abiathar from his position as priest of the 
LORD, thereby fulfilling the prophecy the LORD had given at Shiloh concerning the descendants of Eli. 
[28] Joab had not joined Absalom’s earlier rebellion, but he had joined Adonijah’s rebellion. So when 
Joab heard about Adonijah’s death, he ran to the sacred tent of the LORD and grabbed onto the horns 
of the altar. [29] When this was reported to King Solomon, he sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada to execute 
him. [30] Benaiah went to the sacred tent of the LORD and said to Joab, “The king orders you to come 
out!” But Joab answered, “No, I will die here.” So Benaiah returned to the king and told him what Joab 
had said. [31] “Do as he said,” the king replied. “Kill him there beside the altar and bury him. This will 
remove the guilt of Joab’s senseless murders from me and from my father’s family. [32] The LORD will 
repay him for the murders of two men who were more righteous and better than he. For my father knew 
nothing about the deaths of Abner son of Ner, commander of the army of Israel, and of Amasa son of 



Jether, commander of the army of Judah. [33] May their blood be on Joab and his descendants forever, 
and may the LORD grant peace forever to David, his descendants, his dynasty, and his throne.” [34] So 
Benaiah son of Jehoiada returned to the sacred tent and killed Joab, and he was buried at his home in 
the wilderness. [35] Then the king appointed Benaiah to command the army in place of Joab, and he 
installed Zadok the priest to take the place of Abiathar. [36] The king then sent for Shimei and told him, 
“Build a house here in Jerusalem and live there. But don’t step outside the city to go anywhere else. 
[37] On the day you so much as cross the Kidron Valley, you will surely die; and your blood will be on 
your own head.” [38] Shimei replied, “Your sentence is fair; I will do whatever my lord the king 
commands.” So Shimei lived in Jerusalem for a long time. [39] But three years later two of Shimei’s 
slaves ran away to King Achish son of Maacah of Gath. When Shimei learned where they were, [40] he 
saddled his donkey and went to Gath to search for them. When he found them, he brought them back 
to Jerusalem. [41] Solomon heard that Shimei had left Jerusalem and had gone to Gath and returned. 
[42] So the king sent for Shimei and demanded, “Didn’t I make you swear by the LORD and warn you 
not to go anywhere else or you would surely die? And you replied, ‘The sentence is fair; I will do as you 
say.’ [43] Then why haven’t you kept your oath to the LORD and obeyed my command?” [44] The king 
also said to Shimei, “You certainly remember all the wicked things you did to my father, David. May the 
LORD now bring that evil on your own head. [45] But may I, King Solomon, receive the LORD’s 
blessings, and may one of David’s descendants always sit on this throne in the presence of the LORD.” 
[46] Then, at the king’s command, Benaiah son of Jehoiada took Shimei outside and killed him. So the 
kingdom was now firmly in Solomon’s grip. [1] Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh, the king of 
Egypt, and married one of his daughters. He brought her to live in the City of David until he could finish 
building his palace and the Temple of the LORD and the wall around the city. [2] At that time the people 
of Israel sacrificed their offerings at local places of worship, for a temple honoring the name of the LORD 
had not yet been built. [3] Solomon loved the LORD and followed all the decrees of his father, David, 
except that Solomon, too, offered sacrifices and burned incense at the local places of worship. [4] The 
most important of these places of worship was at Gibeon, so the king went there and sacrificed 1,000 
burnt offerings. [5] That night the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God said, “What do you 
want? Ask, and I will give it to you!” [6] Solomon replied, “You showed great and faithful love to your 
servant my father, David, because he was honest and true and faithful to you. And you have continued 
to show this great and faithful love to him today by giving him a son to sit on his throne. [7] “Now, O 
LORD my God, you have made me king instead of my father, David, but I am like a little child who 
doesn’t know his way around. [8] And here I am in the midst of your own chosen people, a nation so 
great and numerous they cannot be counted! [9] Give me an understanding heart so that I can govern 
your people well and know the difference between right and wrong. For who by himself is able to 
govern this great people of yours?” [10] The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom. 
[11] So God replied, “Because you have asked for wisdom in governing my people with justice and 
have not asked for a long life or wealth or the death of your enemies—[12] I will give you what you 
asked for! I will give you a wise and understanding heart such as no one else has had or ever will have! 
[13] And I will also give you what you did not ask for—riches and fame! No other king in all the world 
will be compared to you for the rest of your life! [14] And if you follow me and obey my decrees and my 
commands as your father, David, did, I will give you a long life.” [15] Then Solomon woke up and 
realized it had been a dream. He returned to Jerusalem and stood before the Ark of the Lord’s 
Covenant, where he sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings. Then he invited all his officials to a 
great banquet. [16] Some time later two prostitutes came to the king to have an argument settled. [17] 
“Please, my lord,” one of them began, “this woman and I live in the same house. I gave birth to a baby 
while she was with me in the house. [18] Three days later this woman also had a baby. We were alone; 
there were only two of us in the house. [19] “But her baby died during the night when she rolled over on 
it. [20] Then she got up in the night and took my son from beside me while I was asleep. She laid her 
dead child in my arms and took mine to sleep beside her. [21] And in the morning when I tried to nurse 
my son, he was dead! But when I looked more closely in the morning light, I saw that it wasn’t my son 
at all.” [22] Then the other woman interrupted, “It certainly was your son, and the living child is mine.” 
“No,” the first woman said, “the living child is mine, and the dead one is yours.” And so they argued 
back and forth before the king. [23] Then the king said, “Let’s get the facts straight. Both of you claim 
the living child is yours, and each says that the dead one belongs to the other. [24] All right, bring me a 
sword.” So a sword was brought to the king. [25] Then he said, “Cut the living child in two, and give half 
to one woman and half to the other!” [26] Then the woman who was the real mother of the living child, 
and who loved him very much, cried out, “Oh no, my lord! Give her the child—please do not kill him!” 



But the other woman said, “All right, he will be neither yours nor mine; divide him between us!” [27] 
Then the king said, “Do not kill the child, but give him to the woman who wants him to live, for she is his 
mother!” [28] When all Israel heard the king’s decision, the people were in awe of the king, for they saw 
the wisdom God had given him for rendering justice.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
 
THE FALL OF ISRAEL – SOLOMON’S TEMPLE 
 

READ:  
1 Kings 8:1–9:9 (NLT) [1] Solomon then summoned to Jerusalem the elders of Israel and all the heads 
of the tribes—the leaders of the ancestral families of the Israelites. They were to bring the Ark of the 
LORD’s Covenant to the Temple from its location in the City of David, also known as Zion. [2] So all the 
men of Israel assembled before King Solomon at the annual Festival of Shelters, which is held in early 
autumn in the month of Ethanim. [3] When all the elders of Israel arrived, the priests picked up the Ark. 
[4] The priests and Levites brought up the Ark of the LORD along with the special tent and all the sacred 
items that had been in it. [5] There, before the Ark, King Solomon and the entire community of Israel 
sacrificed so many sheep, goats, and cattle that no one could keep count! [6] Then the priests carried 
the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant into the inner sanctuary of the Temple—the Most Holy Place—and 
placed it beneath the wings of the cherubim. [7] The cherubim spread their wings over the Ark, forming 
a canopy over the Ark and its carrying poles. [8] These poles were so long that their ends could be 
seen from the Holy Place, which is in front of the Most Holy Place, but not from the outside. They are 
still there to this day. [9] Nothing was in the Ark except the two stone tablets that Moses had placed in it 
at Mount Sinai, where the LORD made a covenant with the people of Israel when they left the land of 
Egypt. [10] When the priests came out of the Holy Place, a thick cloud filled the Temple of the LORD. 
[11] The priests could not continue their service because of the cloud, for the glorious presence of the 
LORD filled the Temple of the LORD. [12] Then Solomon prayed, “O LORD, you have said that you would 
live in a thick cloud of darkness. [13] Now I have built a glorious Temple for you, a place where you can 
live forever!” [14] Then the king turned around to the entire community of Israel standing before him and 
gave this blessing: [15] “Praise the LORD, the God of Israel, who has kept the promise he made to my 
father, David. For he told my father, [16] ‘From the day I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I have 
never chosen a city among any of the tribes of Israel as the place where a Temple should be built to 
honor my name. But I have chosen David to be king over my people Israel.’ ” [17] Then Solomon said, 
“My father, David, wanted to build this Temple to honor the name of the LORD, the God of Israel. [18] 
But the LORD told him, ‘You wanted to build the Temple to honor my name. Your intention is good, [19] 
but you are not the one to do it. One of your own sons will build the Temple to honor me.’ [20] “And now 
the LORD has fulfilled the promise he made, for I have become king in my father’s place, and now I sit 
on the throne of Israel, just as the LORD promised. I have built this Temple to honor the name of the 
LORD, the God of Israel. [21] And I have prepared a place there for the Ark, which contains the 
covenant that the LORD made with our ancestors when he brought them out of Egypt.” [22] Then 
Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the entire community of Israel. He lifted his hands 
toward heaven, [23] and he prayed, “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in all of heaven 
above or on the earth below. You keep your covenant and show unfailing love to all who walk before 



you in wholehearted devotion. [24] You have kept your promise to your servant David, my father. You 
made that promise with your own mouth, and with your own hands you have fulfilled it today. [25] “And 
now, O LORD, God of Israel, carry out the additional promise you made to your servant David, my 
father. For you said to him, ‘If your descendants guard their behavior and faithfully follow me as you 
have done, one of them will always sit on the throne of Israel.’ [26] Now, O God of Israel, fulfill this 
promise to your servant David, my father. [27] “But will God really live on earth? Why, even the highest 
heavens cannot contain you. How much less this Temple I have built! [28] Nevertheless, listen to my 
prayer and my plea, O LORD my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is making to you 
today. [29] May you watch over this Temple night and day, this place where you have said, ‘My name 
will be there.’ May you always hear the prayers I make toward this place. [30] May you hear the humble 
and earnest requests from me and your people Israel when we pray toward this place. Yes, hear us 
from heaven where you live, and when you hear, forgive. [31] “If someone wrongs another person and 
is required to take an oath of innocence in front of your altar in this Temple, [32] then hear from heaven 
and judge between your servants—the accuser and the accused. Punish the guilty as they deserve. 
Acquit the innocent because of their innocence. [33] “If your people Israel are defeated by their 
enemies because they have sinned against you, and if they turn to you and acknowledge your name 
and pray to you here in this Temple, [34] then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your people 
Israel and return them to this land you gave their ancestors. [35] “If the skies are shut up and there is 
no rain because your people have sinned against you, and if they pray toward this Temple and 
acknowledge your name and turn from their sins because you have punished them, [36] then hear from 
heaven and forgive the sins of your servants, your people Israel. Teach them to follow the right path, 
and send rain on your land that you have given to your people as their special possession. [37] “If there 
is a famine in the land or a plague or crop disease or attacks of locusts or caterpillars, or if your 
people’s enemies are in the land besieging their towns—whatever disaster or disease there is—[38] 
and if your people Israel pray about their troubles, raising their hands toward this Temple, [39] then 
hear from heaven where you live, and forgive. Give your people what their actions deserve, for you 
alone know each human heart. [40] Then they will fear you as long as they live in the land you gave to 
our ancestors. [41] “In the future, foreigners who do not belong to your people Israel will hear of you. 
They will come from distant lands because of your name, [42] for they will hear of your great name and 
your strong hand and your powerful arm. And when they pray toward this Temple, [43] then hear from 
heaven where you live, and grant what they ask of you. In this way, all the people of the earth will come 
to know and fear you, just as your own people Israel do. They, too, will know that this Temple I have 
built honors your name. [44] “If your people go out where you send them to fight their enemies, and if 
they pray to the LORD by turning toward this city you have chosen and toward this Temple I have built 
to honor your name, [45] then hear their prayers from heaven and uphold their cause. [46] “If they sin 
against you—and who has never sinned?—you might become angry with them and let their enemies 
conquer them and take them captive to their land far away or near. [47] But in that land of exile, they 
might turn to you in repentance and pray, ‘We have sinned, done evil, and acted wickedly.’ [48] If they 
turn to you with their whole heart and soul in the land of their enemies and pray toward the land you 
gave to their ancestors—toward this city you have chosen, and toward this Temple I have built to honor 
your name—[49] then hear their prayers and their petition from heaven where you live, and uphold their 
cause. [50] Forgive your people who have sinned against you. Forgive all the offenses they have 
committed against you. Make their captors merciful to them, [51] for they are your people—your special 
possession—whom you brought out of the iron-smelting furnace of Egypt. [52] “May your eyes be open 
to my requests and to the requests of your people Israel. May you hear and answer them whenever 
they cry out to you. [53] For when you brought our ancestors out of Egypt, O Sovereign LORD, you told 
your servant Moses that you had set Israel apart from all the nations of the earth to be your own special 
possession.” [54] When Solomon finished making these prayers and petitions to the LORD, he stood up 
in front of the altar of the LORD, where he had been kneeling with his hands raised toward heaven. [55] 
He stood and in a loud voice blessed the entire congregation of Israel: [56] “Praise the LORD who has 
given rest to his people Israel, just as he promised. Not one word has failed of all the wonderful 
promises he gave through his servant Moses. [57] May the LORD our God be with us as he was with 
our ancestors; may he never leave us or abandon us. [58] May he give us the desire to do his will in 
everything and to obey all the commands, decrees, and regulations that he gave our ancestors. [59] 
And may these words that I have prayed in the presence of the LORD be before him constantly, day and 
night, so that the LORD our God may give justice to me and to his people Israel, according to each day’s 
needs. [60] Then people all over the earth will know that the LORD alone is God and there is no other. 



[61] And may you be completely faithful to the LORD our God. May you always obey his decrees and 
commands, just as you are doing today.” [62] Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices to 
the LORD. [63] Solomon offered to the LORD a peace offering of 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep and 
goats. And so the king and all the people of Israel dedicated the Temple of the LORD. [64] That same 
day the king consecrated the central area of the courtyard in front of the LORD’s Temple. He offered 
burnt offerings, grain offerings, and the fat of peace offerings there, because the bronze altar in the 
LORD’s presence was too small to hold all the burnt offerings, grain offerings, and the fat of the peace 
offerings. [65] Then Solomon and all Israel celebrated the Festival of Shelters in the presence of the 
LORD our God. A large congregation had gathered from as far away as Lebo-hamath in the north and 
the Brook of Egypt in the south. The celebration went on for fourteen days in all—seven days for the 
dedication of the altar and seven days for the Festival of Shelters. [66] After the festival was over, 
Solomon sent the people home. They blessed the king and went to their homes joyful and glad 
because the LORD had been good to his servant David and to his people Israel. [1] So Solomon 
finished building the Temple of the LORD, as well as the royal palace. He completed everything he had 
planned to do. [2] Then the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had done before at 
Gibeon. [3] The LORD said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your petition. I have set this Temple 
apart to be holy—this place you have built where my name will be honored forever. I will always watch 
over it, for it is dear to my heart. [4] “As for you, if you will follow me with integrity and godliness, as 
David your father did, obeying all my commands, decrees, and regulations, [5] then I will establish the 
throne of your dynasty over Israel forever. For I made this promise to your father, David: ‘One of your 
descendants will always sit on the throne of Israel.’ [6] “But if you or your descendants abandon me and 
disobey the commands and decrees I have given you, and if you serve and worship other gods, [7] then 
I will uproot Israel from this land that I have given them. I will reject this Temple that I have made holy to 
honor my name. I will make Israel an object of mockery and ridicule among the nations. [8] And though 
this Temple is impressive now, all who pass by will be appalled and will gasp in horror. They will ask, 
‘Why did the LORD do such terrible things to this land and to this Temple?’ [9] “And the answer will be, 
‘Because his people abandoned the LORD their God, who brought their ancestors out of Egypt, and 
they worshiped other gods instead and bowed down to them. That is why the LORD has brought all 
these disasters on them.’ ”  
 

REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
 
THE FALL OF ISRAEL – ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF BAAL 
 
READ:  
1 Kings 16:29–19:18 (NLT) [29] Ahab son of Omri began to rule over Israel in the thirty-eighth year of 
King Asa’s reign in Judah. He reigned in Samaria twenty-two years. [30] But Ahab son of Omri did what 
was evil in the LORD’s sight, even more than any of the kings before him. [31] And as though it were not 
enough to follow the sinful example of Jeroboam, he married Jezebel, the daughter of King Ethbaal of 
the Sidonians, and he began to bow down in worship of Baal. [32] First Ahab built a temple and an altar 
for Baal in Samaria. [33] Then he set up an Asherah pole. He did more to provoke the anger of the 
LORD, the God of Israel, than any of the other kings of Israel before him. [34] It was during his reign that 
Hiel, a man from Bethel, rebuilt Jericho. When he laid its foundations, it cost him the life of his oldest 



son, Abiram. And when he completed it and set up its gates, it cost him the life of his youngest son, 
Segub. This all happened according to the message from the LORD concerning Jericho spoken by 
Joshua son of Nun. [1] Now Elijah, who was from Tishbe in Gilead, told King Ahab, “As surely as the 
LORD, the God of Israel, lives—the God I serve—there will be no dew or rain during the next few years 
until I give the word!” [2] Then the LORD said to Elijah, [3] “Go to the east and hide by Kerith Brook, near 
where it enters the Jordan River. [4] Drink from the brook and eat what the ravens bring you, for I have 
commanded them to bring you food.” [5] So Elijah did as the LORD told him and camped beside Kerith 
Brook, east of the Jordan. [6] The ravens brought him bread and meat each morning and evening, and 
he drank from the brook. [7] But after a while the brook dried up, for there was no rainfall anywhere in 
the land. [8] Then the LORD said to Elijah, [9] “Go and live in the village of Zarephath, near the city of 
Sidon. I have instructed a widow there to feed you.” [10] So he went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the 
gates of the village, he saw a widow gathering sticks, and he asked her, “Would you please bring me a 
little water in a cup?” [11] As she was going to get it, he called to her, “Bring me a bite of bread, too.” 
[12] But she said, “I swear by the LORD your God that I don’t have a single piece of bread in the house. 
And I have only a handful of flour left in the jar and a little cooking oil in the bottom of the jug. I was just 
gathering a few sticks to cook this last meal, and then my son and I will die.” [13] But Elijah said to her, 
“Don’t be afraid! Go ahead and do just what you’ve said, but make a little bread for me first. Then use 
what’s left to prepare a meal for yourself and your son. [14] For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 
says: There will always be flour and olive oil left in your containers until the time when the LORD sends 
rain and the crops grow again!” [15] So she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her family 
continued to eat for many days. [16] There was always enough flour and olive oil left in the containers, 
just as the LORD had promised through Elijah. [17] Some time later the woman’s son became sick. He 
grew worse and worse, and finally he died. [18] Then she said to Elijah, “O man of God, what have you 
done to me? Have you come here to point out my sins and kill my son?” [19] But Elijah replied, “Give 
me your son.” And he took the child’s body from her arms, carried him up the stairs to the room where 
he was staying, and laid the body on his bed. [20] Then Elijah cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, 
why have you brought tragedy to this widow who has opened her home to me, causing her son to die?” 
[21] And he stretched himself out over the child three times and cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my 
God, please let this child’s life return to him.” [22] The LORD heard Elijah’s prayer, and the life of the 
child returned, and he revived! [23] Then Elijah brought him down from the upper room and gave him to 
his mother. “Look!” he said. “Your son is alive!” [24] Then the woman told Elijah, “Now I know for sure 
that you are a man of God, and that the LORD truly speaks through you.” [1] Later on, in the third year of 
the drought, the LORD said to Elijah, “Go and present yourself to King Ahab. Tell him that I will soon 
send rain!” [2] So Elijah went to appear before Ahab. Meanwhile, the famine had become very severe in 
Samaria. [3] So Ahab summoned Obadiah, who was in charge of the palace. (Obadiah was a devoted 
follower of the LORD. [4] Once when Jezebel had tried to kill all the LORD’s prophets, Obadiah had 
hidden 100 of them in two caves. He put fifty prophets in each cave and supplied them with food and 
water.) [5] Ahab said to Obadiah, “We must check every spring and valley in the land to see if we can 
find enough grass to save at least some of my horses and mules.” [6] So they divided the land between 
them. Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. [7] As Obadiah was 
walking along, he suddenly saw Elijah coming toward him. Obadiah recognized him at once and bowed 
low to the ground before him. “Is it really you, my lord Elijah?” he asked. [8] “Yes, it is,” Elijah replied. 
“Now go and tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’ ” [9] “Oh, sir,” Obadiah protested, “what harm have I done 
to you that you are sending me to my death at the hands of Ahab? [10] For I swear by the LORD your 
God that the king has searched every nation and kingdom on earth from end to end to find you. And 
each time he was told, ‘Elijah isn’t here,’ King Ahab forced the king of that nation to swear to the truth of 
his claim. [11] And now you say, ‘Go and tell your master, “Elijah is here.” ’ [12] But as soon as I leave 
you, the Spirit of the LORD will carry you away to who knows where. When Ahab comes and cannot find 
you, he will kill me. Yet I have been a true servant of the LORD all my life. [13] Has no one told you, my 
lord, about the time when Jezebel was trying to kill the LORD’s prophets? I hid 100 of them in two caves 
and supplied them with food and water. [14] And now you say, ‘Go and tell your master, “Elijah is 
here.” ’ Sir, if I do that, Ahab will certainly kill me.” [15] But Elijah said, “I swear by the LORD Almighty, in 
whose presence I stand, that I will present myself to Ahab this very day.” [16] So Obadiah went to tell 
Ahab that Elijah had come, and Ahab went out to meet Elijah. [17] When Ahab saw him, he exclaimed, 
“So, is it really you, you troublemaker of Israel?” [18] “I have made no trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. 
“You and your family are the troublemakers, for you have refused to obey the commands of the LORD 
and have worshiped the images of Baal instead. [19] Now summon all Israel to join me at Mount 



Carmel, along with the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah who are supported by 
Jezebel.” [20] So Ahab summoned all the people of Israel and the prophets to Mount Carmel. [21] Then 
Elijah stood in front of them and said, “How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two 
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” But the people were 
completely silent. [22] Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only prophet of the LORD who is left, but Baal 
has 450 prophets. [23] Now bring two bulls. The prophets of Baal may choose whichever one they wish 
and cut it into pieces and lay it on the wood of their altar, but without setting fire to it. I will prepare the 
other bull and lay it on the wood on the altar, but not set fire to it. [24] Then call on the name of your 
god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by setting fire to the wood is the 
true God!” And all the people agreed. [25] Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “You go first, for 
there are many of you. Choose one of the bulls, and prepare it and call on the name of your god. But do 
not set fire to the wood.” [26] So they prepared one of the bulls and placed it on the altar. Then they 
called on the name of Baal from morning until noontime, shouting, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was 
no reply of any kind. Then they danced, hobbling around the altar they had made. [27] About noontime 
Elijah began mocking them. “You’ll have to shout louder,” he scoffed, “for surely he is a god! Perhaps 
he is daydreaming, or is relieving himself. Or maybe he is away on a trip, or is asleep and needs to be 
wakened!” [28] So they shouted louder, and following their normal custom, they cut themselves with 
knives and swords until the blood gushed out. [29] They raved all afternoon until the time of the evening 
sacrifice, but still there was no sound, no reply, no response. [30] Then Elijah called to the people, 
“Come over here!” They all crowded around him as he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been torn 
down. [31] He took twelve stones, one to represent each of the tribes of Israel, [32] and he used the 
stones to rebuild the altar in the name of the LORD. Then he dug a trench around the altar large enough 
to hold about three gallons. [33] He piled wood on the altar, cut the bull into pieces, and laid the pieces 
on the wood. Then he said, “Fill four large jars with water, and pour the water over the offering and the 
wood.” [34] After they had done this, he said, “Do the same thing again!” And when they were finished, 
he said, “Now do it a third time!” So they did as he said, [35] and the water ran around the altar and 
even filled the trench. [36] At the usual time for offering the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet walked 
up to the altar and prayed, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, prove today that you are God 
in Israel and that I am your servant. Prove that I have done all this at your command. [37] O LORD, 
answer me! Answer me so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God and that you have 
brought them back to yourself.” [38] Immediately the fire of the LORD flashed down from heaven and 
burned up the young bull, the wood, the stones, and the dust. It even licked up all the water in the 
trench! [39] And when all the people saw it, they fell face down on the ground and cried out, “The 
LORD—he is God! Yes, the LORD is God!” [40] Then Elijah commanded, “Seize all the prophets of Baal. 
Don’t let a single one escape!” So the people seized them all, and Elijah took them down to the Kishon 
Valley and killed them there. [41] Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go get something to eat and drink, for I 
hear a mighty rainstorm coming!” [42] So Ahab went to eat and drink. But Elijah climbed to the top of 
Mount Carmel and bowed low to the ground and prayed with his face between his knees. [43] Then he 
said to his servant, “Go and look out toward the sea.” The servant went and looked, then returned to 
Elijah and said, “I didn’t see anything.” Seven times Elijah told him to go and look. [44] Finally the 
seventh time, his servant told him, “I saw a little cloud about the size of a man’s hand rising from the 
sea.” Then Elijah shouted, “Hurry to Ahab and tell him, ‘Climb into your chariot and go back home. If 
you don’t hurry, the rain will stop you!’ ” [45] And soon the sky was black with clouds. A heavy wind 
brought a terrific rainstorm, and Ahab left quickly for Jezreel. [46] Then the LORD gave special strength 
to Elijah. He tucked his cloak into his belt and ran ahead of Ahab’s chariot all the way to the entrance of 
Jezreel. [1] When Ahab got home, he told Jezebel everything Elijah had done, including the way he had 
killed all the prophets of Baal. [2] So Jezebel sent this message to Elijah: “May the gods strike me and 
even kill me if by this time tomorrow I have not killed you just as you killed them.” [3] Elijah was afraid 
and fled for his life. He went to Beersheba, a town in Judah, and he left his servant there. [4] Then he 
went on alone into the wilderness, traveling all day. He sat down under a solitary broom tree and 
prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life, for I am no better than my 
ancestors who have already died.” [5] Then he lay down and slept under the broom tree. But as he was 
sleeping, an angel touched him and told him, “Get up and eat!” [6] He looked around and there beside 
his head was some bread baked on hot stones and a jar of water! So he ate and drank and lay down 
again. [7] Then the angel of the LORD came again and touched him and said, “Get up and eat some 
more, or the journey ahead will be too much for you.” [8] So he got up and ate and drank, and the food 
gave him enough strength to travel forty days and forty nights to Mount Sinai, the mountain of God. [9] 



There he came to a cave, where he spent the night. But the LORD said to him, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” [10] Elijah replied, “I have zealously served the LORD God Almighty. But the people of 
Israel have broken their covenant with you, torn down your altars, and killed every one of your 
prophets. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.” [11] “Go out and stand before 
me on the mountain,” the LORD told him. And as Elijah stood there, the LORD passed by, and a mighty 
windstorm hit the mountain. It was such a terrible blast that the rocks were torn loose, but the LORD was 
not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. [12] 
And after the earthquake there was a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire there was 
the sound of a gentle whisper. [13] When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out 
and stood at the entrance of the cave. And a voice said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” [14] He 
replied again, “I have zealously served the LORD God Almighty. But the people of Israel have broken 
their covenant with you, torn down your altars, and killed every one of your prophets. I am the only one 
left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.” [15] Then the LORD told him, “Go back the same way you 
came, and travel to the wilderness of Damascus. When you arrive there, anoint Hazael to be king of 
Aram. [16] Then anoint Jehu grandson of Nimshi to be king of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
from the town of Abel-meholah to replace you as my prophet. [17] Anyone who escapes from Hazael 
will be killed by Jehu, and those who escape Jehu will be killed by Elisha! [18] Yet I will preserve 7,000 
others in Israel who have never bowed down to Baal or kissed him!”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
 

THE FALL OF ISRAEL – THE FALL OF JERUSALEM 
 
READ:  
2 Kings 25:1–30 (NLT) [1] So on January 15, during the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon led his entire army against Jerusalem. They surrounded the city and built 
siege ramps against its walls. [2] Jerusalem was kept under siege until the eleventh year of King 
Zedekiah’s reign. [3] By July 18 in the eleventh year of Zedekiah’s reign, the famine in the city had 
become very severe, and the last of the food was entirely gone. [4] Then a section of the city wall was 
broken down. Since the city was surrounded by the Babylonians, the soldiers waited for nightfall and 
escaped through the gate between the two walls behind the king’s garden. Then they headed toward 
the Jordan Valley. [5] But the Babylonian troops chased the king and overtook him on the plains of 
Jericho, for his men had all deserted him and scattered. [6] They captured the king and took him to the 
king of Babylon at Riblah, where they pronounced judgment upon Zedekiah. [7] They made Zedekiah 
watch as they slaughtered his sons. Then they gouged out Zedekiah’s eyes, bound him in bronze 
chains, and led him away to Babylon. [8] On August 14 of that year, which was the nineteenth year of 
King Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard and an official of the Babylonian 
king, arrived in Jerusalem. [9] He burned down the Temple of the LORD, the royal palace, and all the 
houses of Jerusalem. He destroyed all the important buildings in the city. [10] Then he supervised the 
entire Babylonian army as they tore down the walls of Jerusalem on every side. [11] Then 
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, took as exiles the rest of the people who remained in the city, 
the defectors who had declared their allegiance to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the population. 



[12] But the captain of the guard allowed some of the poorest people to stay behind to care for the 
vineyards and fields. [13] The Babylonians broke up the bronze pillars in front of the LORD’s Temple, 
the bronze water carts, and the great bronze basin called the Sea, and they carried all the bronze away 
to Babylon. [14] They also took all the ash buckets, shovels, lamp snuffers, ladles, and all the other 
bronze articles used for making sacrifices at the Temple. [15] The captain of the guard also took the 
incense burners and basins, and all the other articles made of pure gold or silver. [16] The weight of the 
bronze from the two pillars, the Sea, and the water carts was too great to be measured. These things 
had been made for the LORD’s Temple in the days of Solomon. [17] Each of the pillars was 27 feet tall. 
The bronze capital on top of each pillar was 7½ feet high and was decorated with a network of bronze 
pomegranates all the way around. [18] Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, took with him as 
prisoners Seraiah the high priest, Zephaniah the priest of the second rank, and the three chief 
gatekeepers. [19] And from among the people still hiding in the city, he took an officer who had been in 
charge of the Judean army; five of the king’s personal advisers; the army commander’s chief secretary, 
who was in charge of recruitment; and sixty other citizens. [20] Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, 
took them all to the king of Babylon at Riblah. [21] And there at Riblah, in the land of Hamath, the king 
of Babylon had them all put to death. So the people of Judah were sent into exile from their land. [22] 
Then King Nebuchadnezzar appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam and grandson of Shaphan as governor 
over the people he had left in Judah. [23] When all the army commanders and their men learned that 
the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah as governor, they went to see him at Mizpah. These 
included Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth the 
Netophathite, Jezaniah son of the Maacathite, and all their men. [24] Gedaliah vowed to them that the 
Babylonian officials meant them no harm. “Don’t be afraid of them. Live in the land and serve the king 
of Babylon, and all will go well for you,” he promised. [25] But in midautumn of that year, Ishmael son of 
Nethaniah and grandson of Elishama, who was a member of the royal family, went to Mizpah with ten 
men and killed Gedaliah. He also killed all the Judeans and Babylonians who were with him at Mizpah. 
[26] Then all the people of Judah, from the least to the greatest, as well as the army commanders, fled 
in panic to Egypt, for they were afraid of what the Babylonians would do to them. [27] In the thirty-
seventh year of the exile of King Jehoiachin of Judah, Evil-merodach ascended to the Babylonian 
throne. He was kind to Jehoiachin and released him from prison on April 2 of that year. [28] He spoke 
kindly to Jehoiachin and gave him a higher place than all the other exiled kings in Babylon. [29] He 
supplied Jehoiachin with new clothes to replace his prison garb and allowed him to dine in the king’s 
presence for the rest of his life. [30] So the king gave him a regular food allowance as long as he lived.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEEKEND – FEBRUARY 27-28 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Proverbs for some 

WEEKEND WISDOM. 
 
READ:  
Proverbs 17 (NLT) [1] Better a dry crust eaten in peace than a house filled with feasting—and conflict. 
[2] A wise servant will rule over the master’s disgraceful son and will share the inheritance of the 
master’s children. [3] Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but the LORD tests the heart. [4] 
Wrongdoers eagerly listen to gossip; liars pay close attention to slander. [5] Those who mock the poor 
insult their Maker; those who rejoice at the misfortune of others will be punished. [6] Grandchildren are 
the crowning glory of the aged; parents are the pride of their children. [7] Eloquent words are not fitting 
for a fool; even less are lies fitting for a ruler. [8] A bribe is like a lucky charm; whoever gives one will 
prosper! [9] Love prospers when a fault is forgiven, but dwelling on it separates close friends. [10] A 
single rebuke does more for a person of understanding than a hundred lashes on the back of a fool. 
[11] Evil people are eager for rebellion, but they will be severely punished. [12] It is safer to meet a bear 
robbed of her cubs than to confront a fool caught in foolishness. [13] If you repay good with evil, evil will 
never leave your house. [14] Starting a quarrel is like opening a floodgate, so stop before a dispute 
breaks out. [15] Acquitting the guilty and condemning the innocent— both are detestable to the LORD. 
[16] It is senseless to pay to educate a fool, since he has no heart for learning. [17] A friend is always 
loyal, and a brother is born to help in time of need. [18] It’s poor judgment to guarantee another 
person’s debt or put up security for a friend. [19] Anyone who loves to quarrel loves sin; anyone who 
trusts in high walls invites disaster. [20] The crooked heart will not prosper; the lying tongue tumbles 
into trouble. [21] It is painful to be the parent of a fool; there is no joy for the father of a rebel. [22] A 
cheerful heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit saps a person’s strength. [23] The wicked take 
secret bribes to pervert the course of justice. [24] Sensible people keep their eyes glued on wisdom, but 
a fool’s eyes wander to the ends of the earth. [25] Foolish children bring grief to their father and 
bitterness to the one who gave them birth. [26] It is wrong to punish the godly for being good or to flog 
leaders for being honest. [27] A truly wise person uses few words; a person with understanding is even-
tempered. [28] Even fools are thought wise when they keep silent; with their mouths shut, they seem 
intelligent.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 


