
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
 
THE RISE OF ISRAEL - SAMUEL LISTENS TO GOD 
 

READ:  
1 Samuel 1–3:21 (NLT) [1] There was a man named Elkanah who lived in Ramah in the region of Zuph 
in the hill country of Ephraim. He was the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, of 
Ephraim. [2] Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah did 
not. [3] Each year Elkanah would travel to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice to the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies at the Tabernacle. The priests of the LORD at that time were the two sons of Eli—Hophni and 
Phinehas. [4] On the days Elkanah presented his sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to 
Peninnah and each of her children. [5] And though he loved Hannah, he would give her only one choice 
portion because the LORD had given her no children. [6] So Peninnah would taunt Hannah and make 
fun of her because the LORD had kept her from having children. [7] Year after year it was the same—
Peninnah would taunt Hannah as they went to the Tabernacle. Each time, Hannah would be reduced to 
tears and would not even eat. [8] “Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you 
eating? Why be downhearted just because you have no children? You have me—isn’t that better than 
having ten sons?” [9] Once after a sacrificial meal at Shiloh, Hannah got up and went to pray. Eli the 
priest was sitting at his customary place beside the entrance of the Tabernacle. [10] Hannah was in 
deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the LORD. [11] And she made this vow: “O LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then I will 
give him back to you. He will be yours for his entire lifetime, and as a sign that he has been dedicated 
to the LORD, his hair will never be cut.” [12] As she was praying to the LORD, Eli watched her. [13] 
Seeing her lips moving but hearing no sound, he thought she had been drinking. [14] “Must you come 
here drunk?” he demanded. “Throw away your wine!” [15] “Oh no, sir!” she replied. “I haven’t been 
drinking wine or anything stronger. But I am very discouraged, and I was pouring out my heart to the 
LORD. [16] Don’t think I am a wicked woman! For I have been praying out of great anguish and sorrow.” 
[17] “In that case,” Eli said, “go in peace! May the God of Israel grant the request you have asked of 
him.” [18] “Oh, thank you, sir!” she exclaimed. Then she went back and began to eat again, and she 
was no longer sad. [19] The entire family got up early the next morning and went to worship the LORD 
once more. Then they returned home to Ramah. When Elkanah slept with Hannah, the LORD 
remembered her plea, [20] and in due time she gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, for she 
said, “I asked the LORD for him.” [21] The next year Elkanah and his family went on their annual trip to 
offer a sacrifice to the LORD and to keep his vow. [22] But Hannah did not go. She told her husband, 
“Wait until the boy is weaned. Then I will take him to the Tabernacle and leave him there with the LORD 
permanently.” [23] “Whatever you think is best,” Elkanah agreed. “Stay here for now, and may the LORD 
help you keep your promise.” So she stayed home and nursed the boy until he was weaned. [24] When 
the child was weaned, Hannah took him to the Tabernacle in Shiloh. They brought along a three-year-
old bull for the sacrifice and a basket of flour and some wine. [25] After sacrificing the bull, they brought 
the boy to Eli. [26] “Sir, do you remember me?” Hannah asked. “I am the very woman who stood here 
several years ago praying to the LORD. [27] I asked the LORD to give me this boy, and he has granted 
my request. [28] Now I am giving him to the LORD, and he will belong to the LORD his whole life.” And 
they worshiped the LORD there. [1] Then Hannah prayed: “My heart rejoices in the LORD! The LORD has 



made me strong. Now I have an answer for my enemies; I rejoice because you rescued me. [2] No one 
is holy like the LORD! There is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. [3] “Stop acting so 
proud and haughty! Don’t speak with such arrogance! For the LORD is a God who knows what you have 
done; he will judge your actions. [4] The bow of the mighty is now broken, and those who stumbled are 
now strong. [5] Those who were well fed are now starving, and those who were starving are now full. 
The childless woman now has seven children, and the woman with many children wastes away. [6] The 
LORD gives both death and life; he brings some down to the grave but raises others up. [7] The LORD 
makes some poor and others rich; he brings some down and lifts others up. [8] He lifts the poor from 
the dust and the needy from the garbage dump. He sets them among princes, placing them in seats of 
honor. For all the earth is the LORD’s, and he has set the world in order. [9] “He will protect his faithful 
ones, but the wicked will disappear in darkness. No one will succeed by strength alone. [10] Those who 
fight against the LORD will be shattered. He thunders against them from heaven; the LORD judges 
throughout the earth. He gives power to his king; he increases the strength of his anointed one.” [11] 
Then Elkanah returned home to Ramah without Samuel. And the boy served the LORD by assisting Eli 
the priest. [12] Now the sons of Eli were scoundrels who had no respect for the LORD [13] or for their 
duties as priests. Whenever anyone offered a sacrifice, Eli’s sons would send over a servant with a 
three-pronged fork. While the meat of the sacrificed animal was still boiling, [14] the servant would stick 
the fork into the pot and demand that whatever it brought up be given to Eli’s sons. All the Israelites 
who came to worship at Shiloh were treated this way. [15] Sometimes the servant would come even 
before the animal’s fat had been burned on the altar. He would demand raw meat before it had been 
boiled so that it could be used for roasting. [16] The man offering the sacrifice might reply, “Take as 
much as you want, but the fat must be burned first.” Then the servant would demand, “No, give it to me 
now, or I’ll take it by force.” [17] So the sin of these young men was very serious in the LORD’s sight, for 
they treated the LORD’s offerings with contempt. [18] But Samuel, though he was only a boy, served the 
LORD. He wore a linen garment like that of a priest. [19] Each year his mother made a small coat for 
him and brought it to him when she came with her husband for the sacrifice. [20] Before they returned 
home, Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife and say, “May the LORD give you other children to take the 
place of this one she gave to the LORD.” [21] And the LORD blessed Hannah, and she conceived and 
gave birth to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD. 
[22] Now Eli was very old, but he was aware of what his sons were doing to the people of Israel. He 
knew, for instance, that his sons were seducing the young women who assisted at the entrance of the 
Tabernacle. [23] Eli said to them, “I have been hearing reports from all the people about the wicked 
things you are doing. Why do you keep sinning? [24] You must stop, my sons! The reports I hear 
among the LORD’s people are not good. [25] If someone sins against another person, God can mediate 
for the guilty party. But if someone sins against the LORD, who can intercede?” But Eli’s sons wouldn’t 
listen to their father, for the LORD was already planning to put them to death. [26] Meanwhile, the boy 
Samuel grew taller and grew in favor with the LORD and with the people. [27] One day a man of God 
came to Eli and gave him this message from the LORD: “I revealed myself to your ancestors when they 
were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. [28] I chose your ancestor Aaron from among all the tribes of Israel to 
be my priest, to offer sacrifices on my altar, to burn incense, and to wear the priestly vest as he served 
me. And I assigned the sacrificial offerings to you priests. [29] So why do you scorn my sacrifices and 
offerings? Why do you give your sons more honor than you give me—for you and they have become fat 
from the best offerings of my people Israel! [30] “Therefore, the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I 
promised that your branch of the tribe of Levi would always be my priests. But I will honor those who 
honor me, and I will despise those who think lightly of me. [31] The time is coming when I will put an 
end to your family, so it will no longer serve as my priests. All the members of your family will die before 
their time. None will reach old age. [32] You will watch with envy as I pour out prosperity on the people 
of Israel. But no members of your family will ever live out their days. [33] The few not cut off from 
serving at my altar will survive, but only so their eyes can go blind and their hearts break, and their 
children will die a violent death. [34] And to prove that what I have said will come true, I will cause your 
two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, to die on the same day! [35] “Then I will raise up a faithful priest who 
will serve me and do what I desire. I will establish his family, and they will be priests to my anointed 
kings forever. [36] Then all of your surviving family will bow before him, begging for money and food. 
‘Please,’ they will say, ‘give us jobs among the priests so we will have enough to eat.’ ” [1] Meanwhile, 
the boy Samuel served the LORD by assisting Eli. Now in those days messages from the LORD were 
very rare, and visions were quite uncommon. [2] One night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone 
to bed. [3] The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was sleeping in the Tabernacle near the 



Ark of God. [4] Suddenly the LORD called out, “Samuel!” “Yes?” Samuel replied. “What is it?” [5] He got 
up and ran to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” “I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go back to bed.” So he 
did. [6] Then the LORD called out again, “Samuel!” Again Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did 
you call me?” “I didn’t call you, my son,” Eli said. “Go back to bed.” [7] Samuel did not yet know the 
LORD because he had never had a message from the LORD before. [8] So the LORD called a third time, 
and once more Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” Then Eli realized it was 
the LORD who was calling the boy. [9] So he said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if someone 
calls again, say, ‘Speak, LORD, your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went back to bed. [10] And the 
LORD came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is 
listening.” [11] Then the LORD said to Samuel, “I am about to do a shocking thing in Israel. [12] I am 
going to carry out all my threats against Eli and his family, from beginning to end. [13] I have warned 
him that judgment is coming upon his family forever, because his sons are blaspheming God and he 
hasn’t disciplined them. [14] So I have vowed that the sins of Eli and his sons will never be forgiven by 
sacrifices or offerings.” [15] Samuel stayed in bed until morning, then got up and opened the doors of 
the Tabernacle as usual. He was afraid to tell Eli what the LORD had said to him. [16] But Eli called out 
to him, “Samuel, my son.” “Here I am,” Samuel replied. [17] “What did the LORD say to you? Tell me 
everything. And may God strike you and even kill you if you hide anything from me!” [18] So Samuel 
told Eli everything; he didn’t hold anything back. “It is the LORD’s will,” Eli replied. “Let him do what he 
thinks best.” [19] As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him, and everything Samuel said proved to be 
reliable. [20] And all Israel, from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south, knew that Samuel was 
confirmed as a prophet of the LORD. [21] The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh and gave messages 
to Samuel there at the Tabernacle.  
 

REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
 
THE RISE OF ISRAEL - KING SAUL 
 

READ:  
1 Samuel 8:1–10:27 (NLT) [1] As Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons to be judges over Israel. [2] 
Joel and Abijah, his oldest sons, held court in Beersheba. [3] But they were not like their father, for they 
were greedy for money. They accepted bribes and perverted justice. [4] Finally, all the elders of Israel 
met at Ramah to discuss the matter with Samuel. [5] “Look,” they told him, “you are now old, and your 
sons are not like you. Give us a king to judge us like all the other nations have.” [6] Samuel was 
displeased with their request and went to the LORD for guidance. [7] “Do everything they say to you,” 
the LORD replied, “for they are rejecting me, not you. They don’t want me to be their king any longer. [8] 
Ever since I brought them from Egypt they have continually abandoned me and followed other gods. 
And now they are giving you the same treatment. [9] Do as they ask, but solemnly warn them about the 
way a king will reign over them.” [10] So Samuel passed on the LORD’s warning to the people who were 
asking him for a king. [11] “This is how a king will reign over you,” Samuel said. “The king will draft your 
sons and assign them to his chariots and his charioteers, making them run before his chariots. [12] 
Some will be generals and captains in his army, some will be forced to plow in his fields and harvest his 
crops, and some will make his weapons and chariot equipment. [13] The king will take your daughters 
from you and force them to cook and bake and make perfumes for him. [14] He will take away the best 



of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his own officials. [15] He will take a tenth 
of your grain and your grape harvest and distribute it among his officers and attendants. [16] He will 
take your male and female slaves and demand the finest of your cattle and donkeys for his own use. 
[17] He will demand a tenth of your flocks, and you will be his slaves. [18] When that day comes, you 
will beg for relief from this king you are demanding, but then the LORD will not help you.” [19] But the 
people refused to listen to Samuel’s warning. “Even so, we still want a king,” they said. [20] “We want to 
be like the nations around us. Our king will judge us and lead us into battle.” [21] So Samuel repeated 
to the LORD what the people had said, [22] and the LORD replied, “Do as they say, and give them a 
king.” Then Samuel agreed and sent the people home. [1] There was a wealthy, influential man named 
Kish from the tribe of Benjamin. He was the son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. [2] His son Saul was the most handsome man in Israel—head and shoulders 
taller than anyone else in the land. [3] One day Kish’s donkeys strayed away, and he told Saul, “Take a 
servant with you, and go look for the donkeys.” [4] So Saul took one of the servants and traveled 
through the hill country of Ephraim, the land of Shalishah, the Shaalim area, and the entire land of 
Benjamin, but they couldn’t find the donkeys anywhere. [5] Finally, they entered the region of Zuph, and 
Saul said to his servant, “Let’s go home. By now my father will be more worried about us than about the 
donkeys!” [6] But the servant said, “I’ve just thought of something! There is a man of God who lives 
here in this town. He is held in high honor by all the people because everything he says comes true. 
Let’s go find him. Perhaps he can tell us which way to go.” [7] “But we don’t have anything to offer him,” 
Saul replied. “Even our food is gone, and we don’t have a thing to give him.” [8] “Well,” the servant said, 
“I have one small silver piece. We can at least offer it to the man of God and see what happens!” [9] (In 
those days if people wanted a message from God, they would say, “Let’s go and ask the seer,” for 
prophets used to be called seers.) [10] “All right,” Saul agreed, “let’s try it!” So they started into the town 
where the man of God lived. [11] As they were climbing the hill to the town, they met some young 
women coming out to draw water. So Saul and his servant asked, “Is the seer here today?” [12] “Yes,” 
they replied. “Stay right on this road. He is at the town gates. He has just arrived to take part in a public 
sacrifice up at the place of worship. [13] Hurry and catch him before he goes up there to eat. The 
guests won’t begin eating until he arrives to bless the food.” [14] So they entered the town, and as they 
passed through the gates, Samuel was coming out toward them to go up to the place of worship. [15] 
Now the LORD had told Samuel the previous day, [16] “About this time tomorrow I will send you a man 
from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him to be the leader of my people, Israel. He will rescue them from 
the Philistines, for I have looked down on my people in mercy and have heard their cry.” [17] When 
Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said, “That’s the man I told you about! He will rule my people.” [18] Just 
then Saul approached Samuel at the gateway and asked, “Can you please tell me where the seer’s 
house is?” [19] “I am the seer!” Samuel replied. “Go up to the place of worship ahead of me. We will eat 
there together, and in the morning I’ll tell you what you want to know and send you on your way. [20] 
And don’t worry about those donkeys that were lost three days ago, for they have been found. And I am 
here to tell you that you and your family are the focus of all Israel’s hopes.” [21] Saul replied, “But I’m 
only from the tribe of Benjamin, the smallest tribe in Israel, and my family is the least important of all the 
families of that tribe! Why are you talking like this to me?” [22] Then Samuel brought Saul and his 
servant into the hall and placed them at the head of the table, honoring them above the thirty special 
guests. [23] Samuel then instructed the cook to bring Saul the finest cut of meat, the piece that had 
been set aside for the guest of honor. [24] So the cook brought in the meat and placed it before Saul. 
“Go ahead and eat it,” Samuel said. “I was saving it for you even before I invited these others!” So Saul 
ate with Samuel that day. [25] When they came down from the place of worship and returned to town, 
Samuel took Saul up to the roof of the house and prepared a bed for him there. [26] At daybreak the 
next morning, Samuel called to Saul, “Get up! It’s time you were on your way.” So Saul got ready, and 
he and Samuel left the house together. [27] When they reached the edge of town, Samuel told Saul to 
send his servant on ahead. After the servant was gone, Samuel said, “Stay here, for I have received a 
special message for you from God.” [1] Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it over Saul’s 
head. He kissed Saul and said, “I am doing this because the LORD has appointed you to be the ruler 
over Israel, his special possession. [2] When you leave me today, you will see two men beside Rachel’s 
tomb at Zelzah, on the border of Benjamin. They will tell you that the donkeys have been found and that 
your father has stopped worrying about them and is now worried about you. He is asking, ‘Have you 
seen my son?’ [3] “When you get to the oak of Tabor, you will see three men coming toward you who 
are on their way to worship God at Bethel. One will be bringing three young goats, another will have 
three loaves of bread, and the third will be carrying a wineskin full of wine. [4] They will greet you and 



offer you two of the loaves, which you are to accept. [5] “When you arrive at Gibeah of God, where the 
garrison of the Philistines is located, you will meet a band of prophets coming down from the place of 
worship. They will be playing a harp, a tambourine, a flute, and a lyre, and they will be prophesying. [6] 
At that time the Spirit of the LORD will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with them. You 
will be changed into a different person. [7] After these signs take place, do what must be done, for God 
is with you. [8] Then go down to Gilgal ahead of me. I will join you there to sacrifice burnt offerings and 
peace offerings. You must wait for seven days until I arrive and give you further instructions.” [9] As 
Saul turned and started to leave, God gave him a new heart, and all Samuel’s signs were fulfilled that 
day. [10] When Saul and his servant arrived at Gibeah, they saw a group of prophets coming toward 
them. Then the Spirit of God came powerfully upon Saul, and he, too, began to prophesy. [11] When 
those who knew Saul heard about it, they exclaimed, “What? Is even Saul a prophet? How did the son 
of Kish become a prophet?” [12] And one of those standing there said, “Can anyone become a prophet, 
no matter who his father is?” So that is the origin of the saying “Is even Saul a prophet?” [13] When 
Saul had finished prophesying, he went up to the place of worship. [14] “Where have you been?” Saul’s 
uncle asked him and his servant. “We were looking for the donkeys,” Saul replied, “but we couldn’t find 
them. So we went to Samuel to ask him where they were.” [15] “Oh? And what did he say?” his uncle 
asked. [16] “He told us that the donkeys had already been found,” Saul replied. But Saul didn’t tell his 
uncle what Samuel said about the kingdom. [17] Later Samuel called all the people of Israel to meet 
before the LORD at Mizpah. [18] And he said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, has declared: I 
brought you from Egypt and rescued you from the Egyptians and from all of the nations that were 
oppressing you. [19] But though I have rescued you from your misery and distress, you have rejected 
your God today and have said, ‘No, we want a king instead!’ Now, therefore, present yourselves before 
the LORD by tribes and clans.” [20] So Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel before the LORD, and the 
tribe of Benjamin was chosen by lot. [21] Then he brought each family of the tribe of Benjamin before 
the LORD, and the family of the Matrites was chosen. And finally Saul son of Kish was chosen from 
among them. But when they looked for him, he had disappeared! [22] So they asked the LORD, “Where 
is he?” And the LORD replied, “He is hiding among the baggage.” [23] So they found him and brought 
him out, and he stood head and shoulders above anyone else. [24] Then Samuel said to all the people, 
“This is the man the LORD has chosen as your king. No one in all Israel is like him!” And all the people 
shouted, “Long live the king!” [25] Then Samuel told the people what the rights and duties of a king 
were. He wrote them down on a scroll and placed it before the LORD. Then Samuel sent the people 
home again. [26] When Saul returned to his home at Gibeah, a group of men whose hearts God had 
touched went with him. [27] But there were some scoundrels who complained, “How can this man save 
us?” And they scorned him and refused to bring him gifts. But Saul ignored them. [Nahash, king of the 
Ammonites, had been grievously oppressing the people of Gad and Reuben who lived east of the 
Jordan River. He gouged out the right eye of each of the Israelites living there, and he didn’t allow 
anyone to come and rescue them. In fact, of all the Israelites east of the Jordan, there wasn’t a single 
one whose right eye Nahash had not gouged out. But there were 7,000 men who had escaped from the 
Ammonites, and they had settled in Jabesh-gilead.]  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
 
THE RISE OF ISRAEL - DAVID AND GOLIATH 
 

READ:  
1 Samuel 16:1–18:16 (NLT) [1] Now the LORD said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for 
Saul. I have rejected him as king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a 
man named Jesse who lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.” [2] But Samuel 
asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” “Take a heifer with you,” the LORD 
replied, “and say that you have come to make a sacrifice to the LORD. [3] Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you which of his sons to anoint for me.” [4] So Samuel did as the LORD instructed. When 
he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they 
asked. “Do you come in peace?” [5] “Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Purify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice, too. [6] When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab 
and thought, “Surely this is the LORD’s anointed!” [7] But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his 
appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. 
People judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” [8] Then Jesse told his son 
Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “This is not the one the LORD 
has chosen.” [9] Next Jesse summoned Shimea, but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the LORD has 
chosen.” [10] In the same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” [11] Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you 
have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and 
goats.” “Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.” [12] So Jesse 
sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes. And the LORD said, “This is the one; 
anoint him.” [13] So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had 
brought and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David from 
that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah. [14] Now the Spirit of the LORD had left Saul, and the 
LORD sent a tormenting spirit that filled him with depression and fear. [15] Some of Saul’s servants said 
to him, “A tormenting spirit from God is troubling you. [16] Let us find a good musician to play the harp 
whenever the tormenting spirit troubles you. He will play soothing music, and you will soon be well 
again.” [17] “All right,” Saul said. “Find me someone who plays well, and bring him here.” [18] One of 
the servants said to Saul, “One of Jesse’s sons from Bethlehem is a talented harp player. Not only 
that—he is a brave warrior, a man of war, and has good judgment. He is also a fine-looking young man, 
and the LORD is with him.” [19] So Saul sent messengers to Jesse to say, “Send me your son David, 
the shepherd.” [20] Jesse responded by sending David to Saul, along with a young goat, a donkey 
loaded with bread, and a wineskin full of wine. [21] So David went to Saul and began serving him. Saul 
loved David very much, and David became his armor bearer. [22] Then Saul sent word to Jesse asking, 
“Please let David remain in my service, for I am very pleased with him.” [23] And whenever the 
tormenting spirit from God troubled Saul, David would play the harp. Then Saul would feel better, and 
the tormenting spirit would go away. [1] The Philistines now mustered their army for battle and camped 
between Socoh in Judah and Azekah at Ephes-dammim. [2] Saul countered by gathering his Israelite 
troops near the valley of Elah. [3] So the Philistines and Israelites faced each other on opposite hills, 
with the valley between them. [4] Then Goliath, a Philistine champion from Gath, came out of the 
Philistine ranks to face the forces of Israel. He was over nine feet tall! [5] He wore a bronze helmet, and 
his bronze coat of mail weighed 125 pounds. [6] He also wore bronze leg armor, and he carried a 
bronze javelin on his shoulder. [7] The shaft of his spear was as heavy and thick as a weaver’s beam, 
tipped with an iron spearhead that weighed 15 pounds. His armor bearer walked ahead of him carrying 
a shield. [8] Goliath stood and shouted a taunt across to the Israelites. “Why are you all coming out to 
fight?” he called. “I am the Philistine champion, but you are only the servants of Saul. Choose one man 
to come down here and fight me! [9] If he kills me, then we will be your slaves. But if I kill him, you will 
be our slaves! [10] I defy the armies of Israel today! Send me a man who will fight me!” [11] When Saul 
and the Israelites heard this, they were terrified and deeply shaken. [12] Now David was the son of a 
man named Jesse, an Ephrathite from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. Jesse was an old man at that 
time, and he had eight sons. [13] Jesse’s three oldest sons—Eliab, Abinadab, and Shimea—had 
already joined Saul’s army to fight the Philistines. [14] David was the youngest son. David’s three oldest 



brothers stayed with Saul’s army, [15] but David went back and forth so he could help his father with 
the sheep in Bethlehem. [16] For forty days, every morning and evening, the Philistine champion 
strutted in front of the Israelite army. [17] One day Jesse said to David, “Take this basket of roasted 
grain and these ten loaves of bread, and carry them quickly to your brothers. [18] And give these ten 
cuts of cheese to their captain. See how your brothers are getting along, and bring back a report on 
how they are doing.” [19] David’s brothers were with Saul and the Israelite army at the valley of Elah, 
fighting against the Philistines. [20] So David left the sheep with another shepherd and set out early the 
next morning with the gifts, as Jesse had directed him. He arrived at the camp just as the Israelite army 
was leaving for the battlefield with shouts and battle cries. [21] Soon the Israelite and Philistine forces 
stood facing each other, army against army. [22] David left his things with the keeper of supplies and 
hurried out to the ranks to greet his brothers. [23] As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine 
champion from Gath, came out from the Philistine ranks. Then David heard him shout his usual taunt to 
the army of Israel. [24] As soon as the Israelite army saw him, they began to run away in fright. [25] 
“Have you seen the giant?” the men asked. “He comes out each day to defy Israel. The king has 
offered a huge reward to anyone who kills him. He will give that man one of his daughters for a wife, 
and the man’s entire family will be exempted from paying taxes!” [26] David asked the soldiers standing 
nearby, “What will a man get for killing this Philistine and ending his defiance of Israel? Who is this 
pagan Philistine anyway, that he is allowed to defy the armies of the living God?” [27] And these men 
gave David the same reply. They said, “Yes, that is the reward for killing him.” [28] But when David’s 
oldest brother, Eliab, heard David talking to the men, he was angry. “What are you doing around here 
anyway?” he demanded. “What about those few sheep you’re supposed to be taking care of? I know 
about your pride and deceit. You just want to see the battle!” [29] “What have I done now?” David 
replied. “I was only asking a question!” [30] He walked over to some others and asked them the same 
thing and received the same answer. [31] Then David’s question was reported to King Saul, and the 
king sent for him. [32] “Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. “I’ll go fight him!” [33] “Don’t 
be ridiculous!” Saul replied. “There’s no way you can fight this Philistine and possibly win! You’re only a 
boy, and he’s been a man of war since his youth.” [34] But David persisted. “I have been taking care of 
my father’s sheep and goats,” he said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, [35] 
I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the 
jaw and club it to death. [36] I have done this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan 
Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God! [37] The LORD who rescued me from the 
claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me from this Philistine!” Saul finally consented. “All right, go 
ahead,” he said. “And may the LORD be with you!” [38] Then Saul gave David his own armor—a bronze 
helmet and a coat of mail. [39] David put it on, strapped the sword over it, and took a step or two to see 
what it was like, for he had never worn such things before. “I can’t go in these,” he protested to Saul. 
“I’m not used to them.” So David took them off again. [40] He picked up five smooth stones from a 
stream and put them into his shepherd’s bag. Then, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and sling, he 
started across the valley to fight the Philistine. [41] Goliath walked out toward David with his shield 
bearer ahead of him, [42] sneering in contempt at this ruddy-faced boy. [43] “Am I a dog,” he roared at 
David, “that you come at me with a stick?” And he cursed David by the names of his gods. [44] “Come 
over here, and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and wild animals!” Goliath yelled. [45] David replied to the 
Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD 
of Heaven’s Armies—the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. [46] Today the LORD will 
conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. And then I will give the dead bodies of your men 
to the birds and wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! [47] And 
everyone assembled here will know that the LORD rescues his people, but not with sword and spear. 
This is the LORD’s battle, and he will give you to us!” [48] As Goliath moved closer to attack, David 
quickly ran out to meet him. [49] Reaching into his shepherd’s bag and taking out a stone, he hurled it 
with his sling and hit the Philistine in the forehead. The stone sank in, and Goliath stumbled and fell 
face down on the ground. [50] So David triumphed over the Philistine with only a sling and a stone, for 
he had no sword. [51] Then David ran over and pulled Goliath’s sword from its sheath. David used it to 
kill him and cut off his head. When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they turned and 
ran. [52] Then the men of Israel and Judah gave a great shout of triumph and rushed after the 
Philistines, chasing them as far as Gath and the gates of Ekron. The bodies of the dead and wounded 
Philistines were strewn all along the road from Shaaraim, as far as Gath and Ekron. [53] Then the 
Israelite army returned and plundered the deserted Philistine camp. [54] (David took the Philistine’s 
head to Jerusalem, but he stored the man’s armor in his own tent.) [55] As Saul watched David go out 



to fight the Philistine, he asked Abner, the commander of his army, “Abner, whose son is this young 
man?” “I really don’t know,” Abner declared. [56] “Well, find out who he is!” the king told him. [57] As 
soon as David returned from killing Goliath, Abner brought him to Saul with the Philistine’s head still in 
his hand. [58] “Tell me about your father, young man,” Saul said. And David replied, “His name is 
Jesse, and we live in Bethlehem.” [1] After David had finished talking with Saul, he met Jonathan, the 
king’s son. There was an immediate bond between them, for Jonathan loved David. [2] From that day 
on Saul kept David with him and wouldn’t let him return home. [3] And Jonathan made a solemn pact 
with David, because he loved him as he loved himself. [4] Jonathan sealed the pact by taking off his 
robe and giving it to David, together with his tunic, sword, bow, and belt. [5] Whatever Saul asked David 
to do, David did it successfully. So Saul made him a commander over the men of war, an appointment 
that was welcomed by the people and Saul’s officers alike. [6] When the victorious Israelite army was 
returning home after David had killed the Philistine, women from all the towns of Israel came out to 
meet King Saul. They sang and danced for joy with tambourines and cymbals. [7] This was their song: 
“Saul has killed his thousands, and David his ten thousands!” [8] This made Saul very angry. “What’s 
this?” he said. “They credit David with ten thousands and me with only thousands. Next they’ll be 
making him their king!” [9] So from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David. [10] The very next 
day a tormenting spirit from God overwhelmed Saul, and he began to rave in his house like a madman. 
David was playing the harp, as he did each day. But Saul had a spear in his hand, [11] and he suddenly 
hurled it at David, intending to pin him to the wall. But David escaped him twice. [12] Saul was then 
afraid of David, for the LORD was with David and had turned away from Saul. [13] Finally, Saul sent him 
away and appointed him commander over 1,000 men, and David faithfully led his troops into battle. [14] 
David continued to succeed in everything he did, for the LORD was with him. [15] When Saul 
recognized this, he became even more afraid of him. [16] But all Israel and Judah loved David because 
he was so successful at leading his troops into battle.  
 

REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
 
THE RISE OF ISRAEL - DAVID AND SAUL 
 
READ:  
1 Samuel 23:7–24:22 (NLT) [7] Saul soon learned that David was at Keilah. “Good!” he exclaimed. 
“We’ve got him now! God has handed him over to me, for he has trapped himself in a walled town!” [8] 
So Saul mobilized his entire army to march to Keilah and besiege David and his men. [9] But David 
learned of Saul’s plan and told Abiathar the priest to bring the ephod and ask the LORD what he should 
do. [10] Then David prayed, “O LORD, God of Israel, I have heard that Saul is planning to come and 
destroy Keilah because I am here. [11] Will the leaders of Keilah betray me to him? And will Saul 
actually come as I have heard? O LORD, God of Israel, please tell me.” And the LORD said, “He will 
come.” [12] Again David asked, “Will the leaders of Keilah betray me and my men to Saul?” And the 
LORD replied, “Yes, they will betray you.” [13] So David and his men—about 600 of them now—left 
Keilah and began roaming the countryside. Word soon reached Saul that David had escaped, so he 
didn’t go to Keilah after all. [14] David now stayed in the strongholds of the wilderness and in the hill 
country of Ziph. Saul hunted him day after day, but God didn’t let Saul find him. [15] One day near 
Horesh, David received the news that Saul was on the way to Ziph to search for him and kill him. [16] 



Jonathan went to find David and encouraged him to stay strong in his faith in God. [17] “Don’t be 
afraid,” Jonathan reassured him. “My father will never find you! You are going to be the king of Israel, 
and I will be next to you, as my father, Saul, is well aware.” [18] So the two of them renewed their 
solemn pact before the LORD. Then Jonathan returned home, while David stayed at Horesh. [19] But 
now the men of Ziph went to Saul in Gibeah and betrayed David to him. “We know where David is 
hiding,” they said. “He is in the strongholds of Horesh on the hill of Hakilah, which is in the southern part 
of Jeshimon. [20] Come down whenever you’re ready, O king, and we will catch him and hand him over 
to you!” [21] “The LORD bless you,” Saul said. “At last someone is concerned about me! [22] Go and 
check again to be sure of where he is staying and who has seen him there, for I know that he is very 
crafty. [23] Discover his hiding places, and come back when you are sure. Then I’ll go with you. And if 
he is in the area at all, I’ll track him down, even if I have to search every hiding place in Judah!” [24] So 
the men of Ziph returned home ahead of Saul. Meanwhile, David and his men had moved into the 
wilderness of Maon in the Arabah Valley south of Jeshimon. [25] When David heard that Saul and his 
men were searching for him, he went even farther into the wilderness to the great rock, and he 
remained there in the wilderness of Maon. But Saul kept after him in the wilderness. [26] Saul and 
David were now on opposite sides of a mountain. Just as Saul and his men began to close in on David 
and his men, [27] an urgent message reached Saul that the Philistines were raiding Israel again. [28] 
So Saul quit chasing David and returned to fight the Philistines. Ever since that time, the place where 
David was camped has been called the Rock of Escape. [29] David then went to live in the strongholds 
of En-gedi. [1] After Saul returned from fighting the Philistines, he was told that David had gone into the 
wilderness of En-gedi. [2] So Saul chose 3,000 elite troops from all Israel and went to search for David 
and his men near the rocks of the wild goats. [3] At the place where the road passes some sheepfolds, 
Saul went into a cave to relieve himself. But as it happened, David and his men were hiding farther 
back in that very cave! [4] “Now’s your opportunity!” David’s men whispered to him. “Today the LORD is 
telling you, ‘I will certainly put your enemy into your power, to do with as you wish.’ ” So David crept 
forward and cut off a piece of the hem of Saul’s robe. [5] But then David’s conscience began bothering 
him because he had cut Saul’s robe. [6] He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this to 
my lord the king. I shouldn’t attack the LORD’s anointed one, for the LORD himself has chosen him.” [7] 
So David restrained his men and did not let them kill Saul. After Saul had left the cave and gone on his 
way, [8] David came out and shouted after him, “My lord the king!” And when Saul looked around, 
David bowed low before him. [9] Then he shouted to Saul, “Why do you listen to the people who say I 
am trying to harm you? [10] This very day you can see with your own eyes it isn’t true. For the LORD 
placed you at my mercy back there in the cave. Some of my men told me to kill you, but I spared you. 
For I said, ‘I will never harm the king—he is the LORD’s anointed one.’ [11] Look, my father, at what I 
have in my hand. It is a piece of the hem of your robe! I cut it off, but I didn’t kill you. This proves that I 
am not trying to harm you and that I have not sinned against you, even though you have been hunting 
for me to kill me. [12] “May the LORD judge between us. Perhaps the LORD will punish you for what you 
are trying to do to me, but I will never harm you. [13] As that old proverb says, ‘From evil people come 
evil deeds.’ So you can be sure I will never harm you. [14] Who is the king of Israel trying to catch 
anyway? Should he spend his time chasing one who is as worthless as a dead dog or a single flea? 
[15] May the LORD therefore judge which of us is right and punish the guilty one. He is my advocate, 
and he will rescue me from your power!” [16] When David had finished speaking, Saul called back, “Is 
that really you, my son David?” Then he began to cry. [17] And he said to David, “You are a better man 
than I am, for you have repaid me good for evil. [18] Yes, you have been amazingly kind to me today, 
for when the LORD put me in a place where you could have killed me, you didn’t do it. [19] Who else 
would let his enemy get away when he had him in his power? May the LORD reward you well for the 
kindness you have shown me today. [20] And now I realize that you are surely going to be king, and 
that the kingdom of Israel will flourish under your rule. [21] Now swear to me by the LORD that when 
that happens you will not kill my family and destroy my line of descendants!” [22] So David promised 
this to Saul with an oath. Then Saul went home, but David and his men went back to their stronghold.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 



PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
 

THE RISE OF ISRAEL - KING DAVID 
 
READ:  
2 Samuel 5:1–7:29 (NLT) [1] Then all the tribes of Israel went to David at Hebron and told him, “We 
are your own flesh and blood. [2] In the past, when Saul was our king, you were the one who really led 
the forces of Israel. And the LORD told you, ‘You will be the shepherd of my people Israel. You will be 
Israel’s leader.’ ” [3] So there at Hebron, King David made a covenant before the LORD with all the 
elders of Israel. And they anointed him king of Israel. [4] David was thirty years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned forty years in all. [5] He had reigned over Judah from Hebron for seven years and 
six months, and from Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years. [6] David 
then led his men to Jerusalem to fight against the Jebusites, the original inhabitants of the land who 
were living there. The Jebusites taunted David, saying, “You’ll never get in here! Even the blind and 
lame could keep you out!” For the Jebusites thought they were safe. [7] But David captured the fortress 
of Zion, which is now called the City of David. [8] On the day of the attack, David said to his troops, “I 
hate those ‘lame’ and ‘blind’ Jebusites. Whoever attacks them should strike by going into the city 
through the water tunnel.” That is the origin of the saying, “The blind and the lame may not enter the 
house.” [9] So David made the fortress his home, and he called it the City of David. He extended the 
city, starting at the supporting terraces and working inward. [10] And David became more and more 
powerful, because the LORD God of Heaven’s Armies was with him. [11] Then King Hiram of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, along with cedar timber and carpenters and stonemasons, and they built David a 
palace. [12] And David realized that the LORD had confirmed him as king over Israel and had blessed 
his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel. [13] After moving from Hebron to Jerusalem, David 
married more concubines and wives, and they had more sons and daughters. [14] These are the 
names of David’s sons who were born in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, [15] Ibhar, 
Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, [16] Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet. [17] When the Philistines heard that 
David had been anointed king of Israel, they mobilized all their forces to capture him. But David was 
told they were coming, so he went into the stronghold. [18] The Philistines arrived and spread out 
across the valley of Rephaim. [19] So David asked the LORD, “Should I go out to fight the Philistines? 
Will you hand them over to me?” The LORD replied to David, “Yes, go ahead. I will certainly hand them 
over to you.” [20] So David went to Baal-perazim and defeated the Philistines there. “The LORD did it!” 
David exclaimed. “He burst through my enemies like a raging flood!” So he named that place Baal-
perazim (which means “the Lord who bursts through”). [21] The Philistines had abandoned their idols 
there, so David and his men confiscated them. [22] But after a while the Philistines returned and again 
spread out across the valley of Rephaim. [23] And again David asked the LORD what to do. “Do not 
attack them straight on,” the LORD replied. “Instead, circle around behind and attack them near the 
poplar trees. [24] When you hear a sound like marching feet in the tops of the poplar trees, be on the 
alert! That will be the signal that the LORD is moving ahead of you to strike down the Philistine army.” 
[25] So David did what the LORD commanded, and he struck down the Philistines all the way from 
Gibeon to Gezer. [1] Then David again gathered all the elite troops in Israel, 30,000 in all. [2] He led 
them to Baalah of Judah to bring back the Ark of God, which bears the name of the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies, who is enthroned between the cherubim. [3] They placed the Ark of God on a new cart and 
brought it from Abinadab’s house, which was on a hill. Uzzah and Ahio, Abinadab’s sons, were guiding 
the cart [4] that carried the Ark of God. Ahio walked in front of the Ark. [5] David and all the people of 
Israel were celebrating before the LORD, singing songs and playing all kinds of musical instruments—
lyres, harps, tambourines, castanets, and cymbals. [6] But when they arrived at the threshing floor of 
Nacon, the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah reached out his hand and steadied the Ark of God. [7] Then the 



LORD’s anger was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him dead because of this. So Uzzah died 
right there beside the Ark of God. [8] David was angry because the LORD’s anger had burst out against 
Uzzah. He named that place Perez-uzzah (which means “to burst out against Uzzah”), as it is still 
called today. [9] David was now afraid of the LORD, and he asked, “How can I ever bring the Ark of the 
LORD back into my care?” [10] So David decided not to move the Ark of the LORD into the City of David. 
Instead, he took it to the house of Obed-edom of Gath. [11] The Ark of the LORD remained there in 
Obed-edom’s house for three months, and the LORD blessed Obed-edom and his entire household. [12] 
Then King David was told, “The LORD has blessed Obed-edom’s household and everything he has 
because of the Ark of God.” So David went there and brought the Ark of God from the house of Obed-
edom to the City of David with a great celebration. [13] After the men who were carrying the Ark of the 
LORD had gone six steps, David sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. [14] And David danced before the 
LORD with all his might, wearing a priestly garment. [15] So David and all the people of Israel brought 
up the Ark of the LORD with shouts of joy and the blowing of rams’ horns. [16] But as the Ark of the 
LORD entered the City of David, Michal, the daughter of Saul, looked down from her window. When she 
saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she was filled with contempt for him. [17] They 
brought the Ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the special tent David had prepared for it. And 
David sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings to the LORD. [18] When he had finished his 
sacrifices, David blessed the people in the name of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. [19] Then he gave to 
every Israelite man and woman in the crowd a loaf of bread, a cake of dates, and a cake of raisins. 
Then all the people returned to their homes. [20] When David returned home to bless his own family, 
Michal, the daughter of Saul, came out to meet him. She said in disgust, “How distinguished the king of 
Israel looked today, shamelessly exposing himself to the servant girls like any vulgar person might do!” 
[21] David retorted to Michal, “I was dancing before the LORD, who chose me above your father and all 
his family! He appointed me as the leader of Israel, the people of the LORD, so I celebrate before the 
LORD. [22] Yes, and I am willing to look even more foolish than this, even to be humiliated in my own 
eyes! But those servant girls you mentioned will indeed think I am distinguished!” [23] So Michal, the 
daughter of Saul, remained childless throughout her entire life. [1] When King David was settled in his 
palace and the LORD had given him rest from all the surrounding enemies, [2] the king summoned 
Nathan the prophet. “Look,” David said, “I am living in a beautiful cedar palace, but the Ark of God is 
out there in a tent!” [3] Nathan replied to the king, “Go ahead and do whatever you have in mind, for the 
LORD is with you.” [4] But that same night the LORD said to Nathan, [5] “Go and tell my servant David, 
‘This is what the LORD has declared: Are you the one to build a house for me to live in? [6] I have never 
lived in a house, from the day I brought the Israelites out of Egypt until this very day. I have always 
moved from one place to another with a tent and a Tabernacle as my dwelling. [7] Yet no matter where 
I have gone with the Israelites, I have never once complained to Israel’s tribal leaders, the shepherds of 
my people Israel. I have never asked them, “Why haven’t you built me a beautiful cedar house?” ’ [8] 
“Now go and say to my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies has declared: I took 
you from tending sheep in the pasture and selected you to be the leader of my people Israel. [9] I have 
been with you wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed all your enemies before your eyes. Now I 
will make your name as famous as anyone who has ever lived on the earth! [10] And I will provide a 
homeland for my people Israel, planting them in a secure place where they will never be disturbed. Evil 
nations won’t oppress them as they’ve done in the past, [11] starting from the time I appointed judges to 
rule my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. “ ‘Furthermore, the LORD declares 
that he will make a house for you—a dynasty of kings! [12] For when you die and are buried with your 
ancestors, I will raise up one of your descendants, your own offspring, and I will make his kingdom 
strong. [13] He is the one who will build a house—a temple—for my name. And I will secure his royal 
throne forever. [14] I will be his father, and he will be my son. If he sins, I will correct and discipline him 
with the rod, like any father would do. [15] But my favor will not be taken from him as I took it from Saul, 
whom I removed from your sight. [16] Your house and your kingdom will continue before me for all time, 
and your throne will be secure forever.’ ” [17] So Nathan went back to David and told him everything the 
LORD had said in this vision. [18] Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and prayed, “Who 
am I, O Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? [19] And now, 
Sovereign LORD, in addition to everything else, you speak of giving your servant a lasting dynasty! Do 
you deal with everyone this way, O Sovereign LORD? [20] “What more can I say to you? You know what 
your servant is really like, Sovereign LORD. [21] Because of your promise and according to your will, 
you have done all these great things and have made them known to your servant. [22] “How great you 
are, O Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you. We have never even heard of another God like you! 



[23] What other nation on earth is like your people Israel? What other nation, O God, have you 
redeemed from slavery to be your own people? You made a great name for yourself when you 
redeemed your people from Egypt. You performed awesome miracles and drove out the nations and 
gods that stood in their way. [24] You made Israel your very own people forever, and you, O LORD, 
became their God. [25] “And now, O LORD God, I am your servant; do as you have promised 
concerning me and my family. Confirm it as a promise that will last forever. [26] And may your name be 
honored forever so that everyone will say, ‘The LORD of Heaven’s Armies is God over Israel!’ And may 
the house of your servant David continue before you forever. [27] “O LORD of Heaven’s Armies, God of 
Israel, I have been bold enough to pray this prayer to you because you have revealed all this to your 
servant, saying, ‘I will build a house for you—a dynasty of kings!’ [28] For you are God, O Sovereign 
LORD. Your words are truth, and you have promised these good things to your servant. [29] And now, 
may it please you to bless the house of your servant, so that it may continue forever before you. For 
you have spoken, and when you grant a blessing to your servant, O Sovereign LORD, it is an eternal 
blessing!”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEEKEND – FEBRUARY 20-21 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Proverbs for some 

WEEKEND WISDOM. 
 
READ:  
Proverbs 16 (NLT) [1] We can make our own plans, but the LORD gives the right answer. [2] People 
may be pure in their own eyes, but the LORD examines their motives. [3] Commit your actions to the 
LORD, and your plans will succeed. [4] The LORD has made everything for his own purposes, even the 
wicked for a day of disaster. [5] The LORD detests the proud; they will surely be punished. [6] Unfailing 
love and faithfulness make atonement for sin. By fearing the LORD, people avoid evil. [7] When people’s 
lives please the LORD, even their enemies are at peace with them. [8] Better to have little, with 
godliness, than to be rich and dishonest. [9] We can make our plans, but the LORD determines our 
steps. [10] The king speaks with divine wisdom; he must never judge unfairly. [11] The LORD demands 
accurate scales and balances; he sets the standards for fairness. [12] A king detests wrongdoing, for 
his rule is built on justice. [13] The king is pleased with words from righteous lips; he loves those who 
speak honestly. [14] The anger of the king is a deadly threat; the wise will try to appease it. [15] When 
the king smiles, there is life; his favor refreshes like a spring rain. [16] How much better to get wisdom 
than gold, and good judgment than silver! [17] The path of the virtuous leads away from evil; whoever 
follows that path is safe. [18] Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall. [19] Better to 
live humbly with the poor than to share plunder with the proud. [20] Those who listen to instruction will 
prosper; those who trust the LORD will be joyful. [21] The wise are known for their understanding, and 
pleasant words are persuasive. [22] Discretion is a life-giving fountain to those who possess it, but 
discipline is wasted on fools. [23] From a wise mind comes wise speech; the words of the wise are 
persuasive. [24] Kind words are like honey— sweet to the soul and healthy for the body. [25] There is a 



path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death. [26] It is good for workers to have an 
appetite; an empty stomach drives them on. [27] Scoundrels create trouble; their words are a 
destructive blaze. [28] A troublemaker plants seeds of strife; gossip separates the best of friends. [29] 
Violent people mislead their companions, leading them down a harmful path. [30] With narrowed eyes, 
people plot evil; with a smirk, they plan their mischief. [31] Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained by 
living a godly life. [32] Better to be patient than powerful; better to have self-control than to conquer a 
city. [33] We may throw the dice, but the LORD determines how they fall.  
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