
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 

READ:  
Exodus 19:1–20:21 (NLT) [1] Exactly two months after the Israelites left Egypt, they arrived in the 
wilderness of Sinai. [2] After breaking camp at Rephidim, they came to the wilderness of Sinai and set 
up camp there at the base of Mount Sinai. [3] Then Moses climbed the mountain to appear before God. 
The LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “Give these instructions to the family of Jacob; 
announce it to the descendants of Israel: [4] ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians. You know how 
I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. [5] Now if you will obey me and keep my 
covenant, you will be my own special treasure from among all the peoples on earth; for all the earth 
belongs to me. [6] And you will be my kingdom of priests, my holy nation.’ This is the message you 
must give to the people of Israel.” [7] So Moses returned from the mountain and called together the 
elders of the people and told them everything the LORD had commanded him. [8] And all the people 
responded together, “We will do everything the LORD has commanded.” So Moses brought the people’s 
answer back to the LORD. [9] Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will come to you in a thick cloud, Moses, 
so the people themselves can hear me when I speak with you. Then they will always trust you.” Moses 
told the LORD what the people had said. [10] Then the LORD told Moses, “Go down and prepare the 
people for my arrival. Consecrate them today and tomorrow, and have them wash their clothing. [11] Be 
sure they are ready on the third day, for on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai as all the 
people watch. [12] Mark off a boundary all around the mountain. Warn the people, ‘Be careful! Do not 
go up on the mountain or even touch its boundaries. Anyone who touches the mountain will certainly be 
put to death. [13] No hand may touch the person or animal that crosses the boundary; instead, stone 
them or shoot them with arrows. They must be put to death.’ However, when the ram’s horn sounds a 
long blast, then the people may go up on the mountain.” [14] So Moses went down to the people. He 
consecrated them for worship, and they washed their clothes. [15] He told them, “Get ready for the third 
day, and until then abstain from having sexual intercourse.” [16] On the morning of the third day, 
thunder roared and lightning flashed, and a dense cloud came down on the mountain. There was a 
long, loud blast from a ram’s horn, and all the people trembled. [17] Moses led them out from the camp 
to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. [18] All of Mount Sinai was covered with 
smoke because the LORD had descended on it in the form of fire. The smoke billowed into the sky like 
smoke from a brick kiln, and the whole mountain shook violently. [19] As the blast of the ram’s horn 
grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God thundered his reply. [20] The LORD came down on the 
top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses climbed the mountain. [21] 
Then the LORD told Moses, “Go back down and warn the people not to break through the boundaries to 
see the LORD, or they will die. [22] Even the priests who regularly come near to the LORD must purify 
themselves so that the LORD does not break out and destroy them.” [23] “But LORD,” Moses protested, 
“the people cannot come up to Mount Sinai. You already warned us. You told me, ‘Mark off a boundary 
all around the mountain to set it apart as holy.’ ” [24] But the LORD said, “Go down and bring Aaron 
back up with you. In the meantime, do not let the priests or the people break through to approach the 
LORD, or he will break out and destroy them.” [25] So Moses went down to the people and told them 
what the LORD had said. [1] Then God gave the people all these instructions: [2] “I am the LORD your 



God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery. [3] “You must not have any 
other god but me. [4] “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the 
heavens or on the earth or in the sea. [5] You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the 
LORD your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins 
of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth 
generations of those who reject me. [6] But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on those 
who love me and obey my commands. [7] “You must not misuse the name of the LORD your God. The 
LORD will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name. [8] “Remember to observe the Sabbath 
day by keeping it holy. [9] You have six days each week for your ordinary work, [10] but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated to the LORD your God. On that day no one in your household 
may do any work. This includes you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, your 
livestock, and any foreigners living among you. [11] For in six days the LORD made the heavens, the 
earth, the sea, and everything in them; but on the seventh day he rested. That is why the LORD blessed 
the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy. [12] “Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, 
full life in the land the LORD your God is giving you. [13] “You must not murder. [14] “You must not 
commit adultery. [15] “You must not steal. [16] “You must not testify falsely against your neighbor. [17] 
“You must not covet your neighbor’s house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female 
servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.” [18] When the people heard the 
thunder and the loud blast of the ram’s horn, and when they saw the flashes of lightning and the smoke 
billowing from the mountain, they stood at a distance, trembling with fear. [19] And they said to Moses, 
“You speak to us, and we will listen. But don’t let God speak directly to us, or we will die!” [20] “Don’t be 
afraid,” Moses answered them, “for God has come in this way to test you, and so that your fear of him 
will keep you from sinning!” [21] As the people stood in the distance, Moses approached the dark cloud 
where God was.  
 

REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
 
THE GOLDEN CALF 
 

READ:  
Exodus 32:1–34:35 (NLT) [1] When the people saw how long it was taking Moses to come back down 
the mountain, they gathered around Aaron. “Come on,” they said, “make us some gods who can lead 
us. We don’t know what happened to this fellow Moses, who brought us here from the land of Egypt.” 
[2] So Aaron said, “Take the gold rings from the ears of your wives and sons and daughters, and bring 
them to me.” [3] All the people took the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron. [4] Then 
Aaron took the gold, melted it down, and molded it into the shape of a calf. When the people saw it, 
they exclaimed, “O Israel, these are the gods who brought you out of the land of Egypt!” [5] Aaron saw 
how excited the people were, so he built an altar in front of the calf. Then he announced, “Tomorrow 
will be a festival to the LORD!” [6] The people got up early the next morning to sacrifice burnt offerings 
and peace offerings. After this, they celebrated with feasting and drinking, and they indulged in pagan 
revelry. [7] The LORD told Moses, “Quick! Go down the mountain! Your people whom you brought from 
the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. [8] How quickly they have turned away from the way I 
commanded them to live! They have melted down gold and made a calf, and they have bowed down 



and sacrificed to it. They are saying, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt.’ ” [9] Then the LORD said, “I have seen how stubborn and rebellious these people are. [10] Now 
leave me alone so my fierce anger can blaze against them, and I will destroy them. Then I will make 
you, Moses, into a great nation.” [11] But Moses tried to pacify the LORD his God. “O LORD!” he said. 
“Why are you so angry with your own people whom you brought from the land of Egypt with such great 
power and such a strong hand? [12] Why let the Egyptians say, ‘Their God rescued them with the evil 
intention of slaughtering them in the mountains and wiping them from the face of the earth’? Turn away 
from your fierce anger. Change your mind about this terrible disaster you have threatened against your 
people! [13] Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. You bound yourself with an oath to 
them, saying, ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven. And I will give them 
all of this land that I have promised to your descendants, and they will possess it forever.’ ” [14] So the 
LORD changed his mind about the terrible disaster he had threatened to bring on his people. [15] Then 
Moses turned and went down the mountain. He held in his hands the two stone tablets inscribed with 
the terms of the covenant. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. [16] These tablets were 
God’s work; the words on them were written by God himself. [17] When Joshua heard the boisterous 
noise of the people shouting below them, he exclaimed to Moses, “It sounds like war in the camp!” [18] 
But Moses replied, “No, it’s not a shout of victory nor the wailing of defeat. I hear the sound of a 
celebration.” [19] When they came near the camp, Moses saw the calf and the dancing, and he burned 
with anger. He threw the stone tablets to the ground, smashing them at the foot of the mountain. [20] 
He took the calf they had made and burned it. Then he ground it into powder, threw it into the water, 
and forced the people to drink it. [21] Finally, he turned to Aaron and demanded, “What did these 
people do to you to make you bring such terrible sin upon them?” [22] “Don’t get so upset, my lord,” 
Aaron replied. “You yourself know how evil these people are. [23] They said to me, ‘Make us gods who 
will lead us. We don’t know what happened to this fellow Moses, who brought us here from the land of 
Egypt.’ [24] So I told them, ‘Whoever has gold jewelry, take it off.’ When they brought it to me, I simply 
threw it into the fire—and out came this calf!” [25] Moses saw that Aaron had let the people get 
completely out of control, much to the amusement of their enemies. [26] So he stood at the entrance to 
the camp and shouted, “All of you who are on the LORD’s side, come here and join me.” And all the 
Levites gathered around him. [27] Moses told them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 
Each of you, take your swords and go back and forth from one end of the camp to the other. Kill 
everyone—even your brothers, friends, and neighbors.” [28] The Levites obeyed Moses’ command, and 
about 3,000 people died that day. [29] Then Moses told the Levites, “Today you have ordained 
yourselves for the service of the LORD, for you obeyed him even though it meant killing your own sons 
and brothers. Today you have earned a blessing.” [30] The next day Moses said to the people, “You 
have committed a terrible sin, but I will go back up to the LORD on the mountain. Perhaps I will be able 
to obtain forgiveness for your sin.” [31] So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a terrible 
sin these people have committed. They have made gods of gold for themselves. [32] But now, if you 
will only forgive their sin—but if not, erase my name from the record you have written!” [33] But the 
LORD replied to Moses, “No, I will erase the name of everyone who has sinned against me. [34] Now 
go, lead the people to the place I told you about. Look! My angel will lead the way before you. And 
when I come to call the people to account, I will certainly hold them responsible for their sins.” [35] Then 
the LORD sent a great plague upon the people because they had worshiped the calf Aaron had made. 
[1] The LORD said to Moses, “Get going, you and the people you brought up from the land of Egypt. Go 
up to the land I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I told them, ‘I will give this land to your 
descendants.’ [2] And I will send an angel before you to drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, 
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. [3] Go up to this land that flows with milk and honey. But I will not 
travel among you, for you are a stubborn and rebellious people. If I did, I would surely destroy you 
along the way.” [4] When the people heard these stern words, they went into mourning and stopped 
wearing their jewelry and fine clothes. [5] For the LORD had told Moses to tell them, “You are a stubborn 
and rebellious people. If I were to travel with you for even a moment, I would destroy you. Remove your 
jewelry and fine clothes while I decide what to do with you.” [6] So from the time they left Mount Sinai, 
the Israelites wore no more jewelry or fine clothes. [7] It was Moses’ practice to take the Tent of 
Meeting and set it up some distance from the camp. Everyone who wanted to make a request of the 
LORD would go to the Tent of Meeting outside the camp. [8] Whenever Moses went out to the Tent of 
Meeting, all the people would get up and stand in the entrances of their own tents. They would all watch 
Moses until he disappeared inside. [9] As he went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down 
and hover at its entrance while the LORD spoke with Moses. [10] When the people saw the cloud 



standing at the entrance of the tent, they would stand and bow down in front of their own tents. [11] 
Inside the Tent of Meeting, the LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. 
Afterward Moses would return to the camp, but the young man who assisted him, Joshua son of Nun, 
would remain behind in the Tent of Meeting. [12] One day Moses said to the LORD, “You have been 
telling me, ‘Take these people up to the Promised Land.’ But you haven’t told me whom you will send 
with me. You have told me, ‘I know you by name, and I look favorably on you.’ [13] If it is true that you 
look favorably on me, let me know your ways so I may understand you more fully and continue to enjoy 
your favor. And remember that this nation is your very own people.” [14] The LORD replied, “I will 
personally go with you, Moses, and I will give you rest—everything will be fine for you.” [15] Then 
Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us leave this place. [16] How will anyone 
know that you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—if you don’t go with us? For your 
presence among us sets your people and me apart from all other people on the earth.” [17] The LORD 
replied to Moses, “I will indeed do what you have asked, for I look favorably on you, and I know you by 
name.” [18] Moses responded, “Then show me your glorious presence.” [19] The LORD replied, “I will 
make all my goodness pass before you, and I will call out my name, Yahweh, before you. For I will 
show mercy to anyone I choose, and I will show compassion to anyone I choose. [20] But you may not 
look directly at my face, for no one may see me and live.” [21] The LORD continued, “Look, stand near 
me on this rock. [22] As my glorious presence passes by, I will hide you in the crevice of the rock and 
cover you with my hand until I have passed by. [23] Then I will remove my hand and let you see me 
from behind. But my face will not be seen.” [1] Then the LORD told Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets 
like the first ones. I will write on them the same words that were on the tablets you smashed. [2] Be 
ready in the morning to climb up Mount Sinai and present yourself to me on the top of the mountain. [3] 
No one else may come with you. In fact, no one is to appear anywhere on the mountain. Do not even 
let the flocks or herds graze near the mountain.” [4] So Moses chiseled out two tablets of stone like the 
first ones. Early in the morning he climbed Mount Sinai as the LORD had commanded him, and he 
carried the two stone tablets in his hands. [5] Then the LORD came down in a cloud and stood there 
with him; and he called out his own name, Yahweh. [6] The LORD passed in front of Moses, calling out, 
“Yahweh! The LORD! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and filled with unfailing 
love and faithfulness. [7] I lavish unfailing love to a thousand generations. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, 
and sin. But I do not excuse the guilty. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children and 
grandchildren; the entire family is affected— even children in the third and fourth generations.” [8] 
Moses immediately threw himself to the ground and worshiped. [9] And he said, “O Lord, if it is true that 
I have found favor with you, then please travel with us. Yes, this is a stubborn and rebellious people, 
but please forgive our iniquity and our sins. Claim us as your own special possession.” [10] The LORD 
replied, “Listen, I am making a covenant with you in the presence of all your people. I will perform 
miracles that have never been performed anywhere in all the earth or in any nation. And all the people 
around you will see the power of the LORD—the awesome power I will display for you. [11] But listen 
carefully to everything I command you today. Then I will go ahead of you and drive out the Amorites, 
Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. [12] “Be very careful never to make a treaty with 
the people who live in the land where you are going. If you do, you will follow their evil ways and be 
trapped. [13] Instead, you must break down their pagan altars, smash their sacred pillars, and cut down 
their Asherah poles. [14] You must worship no other gods, for the LORD, whose very name is Jealous, 
is a God who is jealous about his relationship with you. [15] “You must not make a treaty of any kind 
with the people living in the land. They lust after their gods, offering sacrifices to them. They will invite 
you to join them in their sacrificial meals, and you will go with them. [16] Then you will accept their 
daughters, who sacrifice to other gods, as wives for your sons. And they will seduce your sons to 
commit adultery against me by worshiping other gods. [17] You must not make any gods of molten 
metal for yourselves. [18] “You must celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread. For seven days the 
bread you eat must be made without yeast, just as I commanded you. Celebrate this festival annually at 
the appointed time in early spring, in the month of Abib, for that is the anniversary of your departure 
from Egypt. [19] “The firstborn of every animal belongs to me, including the firstborn males from your 
herds of cattle and your flocks of sheep and goats. [20] A firstborn donkey may be bought back from 
the LORD by presenting a lamb or young goat in its place. But if you do not buy it back, you must break 
its neck. However, you must buy back every firstborn son. “No one may appear before me without an 
offering. [21] “You have six days each week for your ordinary work, but on the seventh day you must 
stop working, even during the seasons of plowing and harvest. [22] “You must celebrate the Festival of 
Harvest with the first crop of the wheat harvest, and celebrate the Festival of the Final Harvest at the 



end of the harvest season. [23] Three times each year every man in Israel must appear before the 
Sovereign, the LORD, the God of Israel. [24] I will drive out the other nations ahead of you and expand 
your territory, so no one will covet and conquer your land while you appear before the LORD your God 
three times each year. [25] “You must not offer the blood of my sacrificial offerings together with any 
baked goods containing yeast. And none of the meat of the Passover sacrifice may be kept over until 
the next morning. [26] “As you harvest your crops, bring the very best of the first harvest to the house of 
the LORD your God. “You must not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.” [27] Then the LORD said to 
Moses, “Write down all these instructions, for they represent the terms of the covenant I am making 
with you and with Israel.” [28] Moses remained there on the mountain with the LORD forty days and forty 
nights. In all that time he ate no bread and drank no water. And the LORD wrote the terms of the 
covenant—the Ten Commandments—on the stone tablets. [29] When Moses came down Mount Sinai 
carrying the two stone tablets inscribed with the terms of the covenant, he wasn’t aware that his face 
had become radiant because he had spoken to the LORD. [30] So when Aaron and the people of Israel 
saw the radiance of Moses’ face, they were afraid to come near him. [31] But Moses called out to them 
and asked Aaron and all the leaders of the community to come over, and he talked with them. [32] 
Then all the people of Israel approached him, and Moses gave them all the instructions the LORD had 
given him on Mount Sinai. [33] When Moses finished speaking with them, he covered his face with a 
veil. [34] But whenever he went into the Tent of Meeting to speak with the LORD, he would remove the 
veil until he came out again. Then he would give the people whatever instructions the LORD had given 
him, [35] and the people of Israel would see the radiant glow of his face. So he would put the veil over 
his face until he returned to speak with the LORD.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
 
JOSHUA SUCCEEDS MOSES 
 

READ:  
Joshua 1:1–18 (NLT) [1] After the death of Moses the LORD’s servant, the LORD spoke to Joshua son 
of Nun, Moses’ assistant. He said, [2] “Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has come for you 
to lead these people, the Israelites, across the Jordan River into the land I am giving them. [3] I promise 
you what I promised Moses: ‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land I have given you—[4] from the 
Negev wilderness in the south to the Lebanon mountains in the north, from the Euphrates River in the 
east to the Mediterranean Sea in the west, including all the land of the Hittites.’ [5] No one will be able 
to stand against you as long as you live. For I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail you or 
abandon you. [6] “Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people to possess 
all the land I swore to their ancestors I would give them. [7] Be strong and very courageous. Be careful 
to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to 
the left. Then you will be successful in everything you do. [8] Study this Book of Instruction continually. 
Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you 
prosper and succeed in all you do. [9] This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be 
afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” [10] Joshua then 
commanded the officers of Israel, [11] “Go through the camp and tell the people to get their provisions 
ready. In three days you will cross the Jordan River and take possession of the land the LORD your God 



is giving you.” [12] Then Joshua called together the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh. He told them, [13] “Remember what Moses, the servant of the LORD, commanded you: ‘The 
LORD your God is giving you a place of rest. He has given you this land.’ [14] Your wives, children, and 
livestock may remain here in the land Moses assigned to you on the east side of the Jordan River. But 
your strong warriors, fully armed, must lead the other tribes across the Jordan to help them conquer 
their territory. Stay with them [15] until the LORD gives them rest, as he has given you rest, and until 
they, too, possess the land the LORD your God is giving them. Only then may you return and settle here 
on the east side of the Jordan River in the land that Moses, the servant of the LORD, assigned to you.” 
[16] They answered Joshua, “We will do whatever you command us, and we will go wherever you send 
us. [17] We will obey you just as we obeyed Moses. And may the LORD your God be with you as he 
was with Moses. [18] Anyone who rebels against your orders and does not obey your words and 
everything you command will be put to death. So be strong and courageous!”  
 

REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
 
CROSSING THE JORDAN 
 
READ:  
Joshua 3:1–4:24 (NLT) [1] Early the next morning Joshua and all the Israelites left Acacia Grove and 
arrived at the banks of the Jordan River, where they camped before crossing. [2] Three days later the 
Israelite officers went through the camp, [3] giving these instructions to the people: “When you see the 
Levitical priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD your God, move out from your positions 
and follow them. [4] Since you have never traveled this way before, they will guide you. Stay about a 
half mile behind them, keeping a clear distance between you and the Ark. Make sure you don’t come 
any closer.” [5] Then Joshua told the people, “Purify yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do great 
wonders among you.” [6] In the morning Joshua said to the priests, “Lift up the Ark of the Covenant and 
lead the people across the river.” And so they started out and went ahead of the people. [7] The LORD 
told Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you a great leader in the eyes of all the Israelites. They will 
know that I am with you, just as I was with Moses. [8] Give this command to the priests who carry the 
Ark of the Covenant: ‘When you reach the banks of the Jordan River, take a few steps into the river and 
stop there.’ ” [9] So Joshua told the Israelites, “Come and listen to what the LORD your God says. [10] 
Today you will know that the living God is among you. He will surely drive out the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites ahead of you. [11] Look, the Ark of the 
Covenant, which belongs to the Lord of the whole earth, will lead you across the Jordan River! [12] Now 
choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. [13] The priests will carry the Ark of 
the LORD, the Lord of all the earth. As soon as their feet touch the water, the flow of water will be cut off 
upstream, and the river will stand up like a wall.” [14] So the people left their camp to cross the Jordan, 
and the priests who were carrying the Ark of the Covenant went ahead of them. [15] It was the harvest 
season, and the Jordan was overflowing its banks. But as soon as the feet of the priests who were 
carrying the Ark touched the water at the river’s edge, [16] the water above that point began backing up 
a great distance away at a town called Adam, which is near Zarethan. And the water below that point 
flowed on to the Dead Sea until the riverbed was dry. Then all the people crossed over near the town of 
Jericho. [17] Meanwhile, the priests who were carrying the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant stood on dry 



ground in the middle of the riverbed as the people passed by. They waited there until the whole nation 
of Israel had crossed the Jordan on dry ground. [1] When all the people had crossed the Jordan, the 
LORD said to Joshua, [2] “Now choose twelve men, one from each tribe. [3] Tell them, ‘Take twelve 
stones from the very place where the priests are standing in the middle of the Jordan. Carry them out 
and pile them up at the place where you will camp tonight.’ ” [4] So Joshua called together the twelve 
men he had chosen—one from each of the tribes of Israel. [5] He told them, “Go into the middle of the 
Jordan, in front of the Ark of the LORD your God. Each of you must pick up one stone and carry it out on 
your shoulder—twelve stones in all, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. [6] We will use these 
stones to build a memorial. In the future your children will ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ [7] 
Then you can tell them, ‘They remind us that the Jordan River stopped flowing when the Ark of the 
LORD’s Covenant went across.’ These stones will stand as a memorial among the people of Israel 
forever.” [8] So the men did as Joshua had commanded them. They took twelve stones from the middle 
of the Jordan River, one for each tribe, just as the LORD had told Joshua. They carried them to the 
place where they camped for the night and constructed the memorial there. [9] Joshua also set up 
another pile of twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, at the place where the priests who carried the 
Ark of the Covenant were standing. And they are there to this day. [10] The priests who were carrying 
the Ark stood in the middle of the river until all of the LORD’s commands that Moses had given to 
Joshua were carried out. Meanwhile, the people hurried across the riverbed. [11] And when everyone 
was safely on the other side, the priests crossed over with the Ark of the LORD as the people watched. 
[12] The armed warriors from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh led the 
Israelites across the Jordan, just as Moses had directed. [13] These armed men—about 40,000 
strong—were ready for battle, and the LORD was with them as they crossed over to the plains of 
Jericho. [14] That day the LORD made Joshua a great leader in the eyes of all the Israelites, and for the 
rest of his life they revered him as much as they had revered Moses. [15] The LORD had said to 
Joshua, [16] “Command the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant to come up out of the riverbed.” 
[17] So Joshua gave the command. [18] As soon as the priests carrying the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant 
came up out of the riverbed and their feet were on high ground, the water of the Jordan returned and 
overflowed its banks as before. [19] The people crossed the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month. 
Then they camped at Gilgal, just east of Jericho. [20] It was there at Gilgal that Joshua piled up the 
twelve stones taken from the Jordan River. [21] Then Joshua said to the Israelites, “In the future your 
children will ask, ‘What do these stones mean?’ [22] Then you can tell them, ‘This is where the 
Israelites crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ [23] For the LORD your God dried up the river right before 
your eyes, and he kept it dry until you were all across, just as he did at the Red Sea when he dried it up 
until we had all crossed over. [24] He did this so all the nations of the earth might know that the LORD’s 
hand is powerful, and so you might fear the LORD your God forever.”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5 
 

THE FALL OF JERICHO 
 
READ:  
Joshua 5:13–6:27 (NLT) [13] When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he looked up and saw a 
man standing in front of him with sword in hand. Joshua went up to him and demanded, “Are you friend 
or foe?” [14] “Neither one,” he replied. “I am the commander of the LORD’s army.” At this, Joshua fell 
with his face to the ground in reverence. “I am at your command,” Joshua said. “What do you want your 
servant to do?” [15] The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did as he was told. [1] Now the gates of Jericho were 
tightly shut because the people were afraid of the Israelites. No one was allowed to go out or in. [2] But 
the LORD said to Joshua, “I have given you Jericho, its king, and all its strong warriors. [3] You and your 
fighting men should march around the town once a day for six days. [4] Seven priests will walk ahead of 
the Ark, each carrying a ram’s horn. On the seventh day you are to march around the town seven 
times, with the priests blowing the horns. [5] When you hear the priests give one long blast on the rams’ 
horns, have all the people shout as loud as they can. Then the walls of the town will collapse, and the 
people can charge straight into the town.” [6] So Joshua called together the priests and said, “Take up 
the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant, and assign seven priests to walk in front of it, each carrying a ram’s 
horn.” [7] Then he gave orders to the people: “March around the town, and the armed men will lead the 
way in front of the Ark of the LORD.” [8] After Joshua spoke to the people, the seven priests with the 
rams’ horns started marching in the presence of the LORD, blowing the horns as they marched. And the 
Ark of the LORD’s Covenant followed behind them. [9] Some of the armed men marched in front of the 
priests with the horns and some behind the Ark, with the priests continually blowing the horns. [10] “Do 
not shout; do not even talk,” Joshua commanded. “Not a single word from any of you until I tell you to 
shout. Then shout!” [11] So the Ark of the LORD was carried around the town once that day, and then 
everyone returned to spend the night in the camp. [12] Joshua got up early the next morning, and the 
priests again carried the Ark of the LORD. [13] The seven priests with the rams’ horns marched in front 
of the Ark of the LORD, blowing their horns. Again the armed men marched both in front of the priests 
with the horns and behind the Ark of the LORD. All this time the priests were blowing their horns. [14] 
On the second day they again marched around the town once and returned to the camp. They followed 
this pattern for six days. [15] On the seventh day the Israelites got up at dawn and marched around the 
town as they had done before. But this time they went around the town seven times. [16] The seventh 
time around, as the priests sounded the long blast on their horns, Joshua commanded the people, 
“Shout! For the LORD has given you the town! [17] Jericho and everything in it must be completely 
destroyed as an offering to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and the others in her house will be 
spared, for she protected our spies. [18] “Do not take any of the things set apart for destruction, or you 
yourselves will be completely destroyed, and you will bring trouble on the camp of Israel. [19] 
Everything made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron is sacred to the LORD and must be brought into his 
treasury.” [20] When the people heard the sound of the rams’ horns, they shouted as loud as they 
could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed, and the Israelites charged straight into the town and 
captured it. [21] They completely destroyed everything in it with their swords—men and women, young 
and old, cattle, sheep, goats, and donkeys. [22] Meanwhile, Joshua said to the two spies, “Keep your 
promise. Go to the prostitute’s house and bring her out, along with all her family.” [23] The men who 
had been spies went in and brought out Rahab, her father, mother, brothers, and all the other relatives 
who were with her. They moved her whole family to a safe place near the camp of Israel. [24] Then the 
Israelites burned the town and everything in it. Only the things made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron 
were kept for the treasury of the LORD’s house. [25] So Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute and her 
relatives who were with her in the house, because she had hidden the spies Joshua sent to Jericho. 
And she lives among the Israelites to this day. [26] At that time Joshua invoked this curse: “May the 
curse of the LORD fall on anyone who tries to rebuild the town of Jericho. At the cost of his firstborn son, 
he will lay its foundation. At the cost of his youngest son, he will set up its gates.” [27] So the LORD was 
with Joshua, and his reputation spread throughout the land.  
 
 
 



REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEEKEND – FEBRUARY 6-7 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Proverbs for some 

WEEKEND WISDOM. 
 
READ:  
Proverbs 14 (NLT) [1] A wise woman builds her home, but a foolish woman tears it down with her own 
hands. [2] Those who follow the right path fear the LORD; those who take the wrong path despise him. 
[3] A fool’s proud talk becomes a rod that beats him, but the words of the wise keep them safe. [4] 
Without oxen a stable stays clean, but you need a strong ox for a large harvest. [5] An honest witness 
does not lie; a false witness breathes lies. [6] A mocker seeks wisdom and never finds it, but knowledge 
comes easily to those with understanding. [7] Stay away from fools, for you won’t find knowledge on 
their lips. [8] The prudent understand where they are going, but fools deceive themselves. [9] Fools 
make fun of guilt, but the godly acknowledge it and seek reconciliation. [10] Each heart knows its own 
bitterness, and no one else can fully share its joy. [11] The house of the wicked will be destroyed, but 
the tent of the godly will flourish. [12] There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in 
death. [13] Laughter can conceal a heavy heart, but when the laughter ends, the grief remains. [14] 
Backsliders get what they deserve; good people receive their reward. [15] Only simpletons believe 
everything they’re told! The prudent carefully consider their steps. [16] The wise are cautious and avoid 
danger; fools plunge ahead with reckless confidence. [17] Short-tempered people do foolish things, and 
schemers are hated. [18] Simpletons are clothed with foolishness, but the prudent are crowned with 
knowledge. [19] Evil people will bow before good people; the wicked will bow at the gates of the godly. 
[20] The poor are despised even by their neighbors, while the rich have many “friends.” [21] It is a sin to 
belittle one’s neighbor; blessed are those who help the poor. [22] If you plan to do evil, you will be lost; 
if you plan to do good, you will receive unfailing love and faithfulness. [23] Work brings profit, but mere 
talk leads to poverty! [24] Wealth is a crown for the wise; the effort of fools yields only foolishness. [25] 
A truthful witness saves lives, but a false witness is a traitor. [26] Those who fear the LORD are secure; 
he will be a refuge for their children. [27] Fear of the LORD is a life-giving fountain; it offers escape from 
the snares of death. [28] A growing population is a king’s glory; a prince without subjects has nothing. 
[29] People with understanding control their anger; a hot temper shows great foolishness. [30] A 
peaceful heart leads to a healthy body; jealousy is like cancer in the bones. [31] Those who oppress the 
poor insult their Maker, but helping the poor honors him. [32] The wicked are crushed by disaster, but 
the godly have a refuge when they die. [33] Wisdom is enshrined in an understanding heart; wisdom is 
not found among fools. [34] Godliness makes a nation great, but sin is a disgrace to any people. [35] A 
king rejoices in wise servants but is angry with those who disgrace him.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 



3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 
you just read? 

 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 


