
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONDAY, APRIL 26 – SUNDAY, MAY 2 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 26 
 
PAUL TO THE CHURCHES – MORE THAN CONQUERORS 
 

READ:  
Romans 8:1–39 (NLT) [1] So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. [2] 
And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin 
that leads to death. [3] The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful 
nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners 
have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for 
our sins. [4] He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us, who no 
longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit. [5] Those who are dominated by the sinful 
nature think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that 
please the Spirit. [6] So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit 
control your mind leads to life and peace. [7] For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did 
obey God’s laws, and it never will. [8] That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful 
nature can never please God. [9] But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by 
the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the 
Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) [10] And Christ lives within you, so even 
though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made right 
with God. [11] The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. 
[12] Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges 
you to do. [13] For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live. [14] For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. [15] So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you 
received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” [16] 
For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. [17] And since we are his children, 
we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his 
glory, we must also share his suffering. [18] Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he 
will reveal to us later. [19] For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal 
who his children really are. [20] Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with 
eager hope, [21] the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious 
freedom from death and decay. [22] For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. [23] And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy 
Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and 
suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted 
children, including the new bodies he has promised us. [24] We were given this hope when we were 
saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope for it. [25] But if we look forward to 
something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.) [26] And the Holy Spirit helps us 
in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays 
for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. [27] And the Father who knows all hearts 
knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will. 



[28] And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and 
are called according to his purpose for them. [29] For God knew his people in advance, and he chose 
them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 
[30] And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave them 
right standing with himself. And having given them right standing, he gave them his glory. [31] What 
shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? [32] 
Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything 
else? [33] Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has 
given us right standing with himself. [34] Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for 
us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for 
us. [35] Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we 
have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with 
death? [36] (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered 
like sheep.”) [37] No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved 
us. [38] And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. [39] No power in the sky above or in the earth below—
indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 27 
 
PAUL TO THE CHURCHES – THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
 

READ:  
Galatians 5:16–6:10 (NLT) [16] So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing 
what your sinful nature craves. [17] The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what 
the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. 
These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good 
intentions. [18] But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of 
Moses. [19] When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, [20] idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of 
anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, [21] envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like 
these. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the 
Kingdom of God. [22] But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
these things! [24] Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful 
nature to his cross and crucified them there. [25] Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the 
Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives. [26] Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, or 
be jealous of one another. [1] Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, 
you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful 
not to fall into the same temptation yourself. [2] Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the 
law of Christ. [3] If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling yourself. You 



are not that important. [4] Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of 
a job well done, and you won’t need to compare yourself to anyone else. [5] For we are each 
responsible for our own conduct. [6] Those who are taught the word of God should provide for their 
teachers, sharing all good things with them. [7] Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. 
You will always harvest what you plant. [8] Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will 
harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest 
everlasting life from the Spirit. [9] So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we 
will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. [10] Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, 
we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 
 
PAUL TO THE CHURCHES – THE ARMOR OF GOD 
 
READ:  
Ephesians 6:10–20 (NLT) [10] A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. [11] Put on 
all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. [12] For we 
are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen 
world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. [13] 
Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. 
Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. [14] Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth 
and the body armor of God’s righteousness. [15] For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the 
Good News so that you will be fully prepared. [16] In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith 
to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. [17] Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. [18] Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and 
be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. [19] And pray for me, too. Ask God to give 
me the right words so I can boldly explain God’s mysterious plan that the Good News is for Jews and 
Gentiles alike. [20] I am in chains now, still preaching this message as God’s ambassador. So pray that 
I will keep on speaking boldly for him, as I should.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
THURSDAY, APRIL 29 
 
PAUL TO THE CHURCHES – REJOICE IN THE LORD 
 
READ:  
Philippians 4:4–9 (NLT) [4] Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! [5] Let everyone 
see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon. [6] Don’t worry about 
anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 
[7] Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will 
guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. [8] And now, dear brothers and sisters, one 
final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and 
admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. [9] Keep putting into practice all 
you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of 
peace will be with you.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, APRIL 30 
 
PAUL TO THE CHURCHES – THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST 
 
READ:  
Colossians 1:1–23 (NLT) [1] This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of 
Christ Jesus, and from our brother Timothy. [2] We are writing to God’s holy people in the city of 
Colosse, who are faithful brothers and sisters in Christ. May God our Father give you grace and peace. 
[3] We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. [4] For we 
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people, [5] which come from your 
confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven. You have had this expectation ever since 
you first heard the truth of the Good News. [6] This same Good News that came to you is going out all 
over the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the 
day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace. [7] You learned about the 
Good News from Epaphras, our beloved co-worker. He is Christ’s faithful servant, and he is helping us 
on your behalf. [8] He has told us about the love for others that the Holy Spirit has given you. [9] So we 
have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We ask God to give you complete 
knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding. [10] Then the way you live 



will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the while, 
you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. [11] We also pray that you will be 
strengthened with all his glorious power so you will have all the endurance and patience you need. May 
you be filled with joy, [12] always thanking the Father. He has enabled you to share in the inheritance 
that belongs to his people, who live in the light. [13] For he has rescued us from the kingdom of 
darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, [14] who purchased our freedom and 
forgave our sins. [15] Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was 
created and is supreme over all creation, [16] for through him God created everything in the heavenly 
realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, 
kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. 
[17] He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together. [18] Christ is also the head of 
the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is 
first in everything. [19] For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, [20] and through him 
God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by 
means of Christ’s blood on the cross. [21] This includes you who were once far away from God. You 
were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. [22] Yet now he has 
reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought 
you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single 
fault. [23] But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from the 
assurance you received when you heard the Good News. The Good News has been preached all over 
the world, and I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEEKEND – MAY 1-2 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Proverbs for some 

WEEKEND WISDOM. 
 
READ:  
Proverbs 26 (NLT) [1] Honor is no more associated with fools than snow with summer or rain with 
harvest. [2] Like a fluttering sparrow or a darting swallow, an undeserved curse will not land on its 
intended victim. [3] Guide a horse with a whip, a donkey with a bridle, and a fool with a rod to his back! 
[4] Don’t answer the foolish arguments of fools, or you will become as foolish as they are. [5] Be sure to 
answer the foolish arguments of fools, or they will become wise in their own estimation. [6] Trusting a 
fool to convey a message is like cutting off one’s feet or drinking poison! [7] A proverb in the mouth of a 
fool is as useless as a paralyzed leg. [8] Honoring a fool is as foolish as tying a stone to a slingshot. [9] 
A proverb in the mouth of a fool is like a thorny branch brandished by a drunk. [10] An employer who 
hires a fool or a bystander is like an archer who shoots at random. [11] As a dog returns to its vomit, so 
a fool repeats his foolishness. [12] There is more hope for fools than for people who think they are wise. 
[13] The lazy person claims, “There’s a lion on the road! Yes, I’m sure there’s a lion out there!” [14] As a 
door swings back and forth on its hinges, so the lazy person turns over in bed. [15] Lazy people take 



food in their hand but don’t even lift it to their mouth. [16] Lazy people consider themselves smarter 
than seven wise counselors. [17] Interfering in someone else’s argument is as foolish as yanking a 
dog’s ears. [18] Just as damaging as a madman shooting a deadly weapon [19] is someone who lies to 
a friend and then says, “I was only joking.” [20] Fire goes out without wood, and quarrels disappear 
when gossip stops. [21] A quarrelsome person starts fights as easily as hot embers light charcoal or fire 
lights wood. [22] Rumors are dainty morsels that sink deep into one’s heart. [23] Smooth words may 
hide a wicked heart, just as a pretty glaze covers a clay pot. [24] People may cover their hatred with 
pleasant words, but they’re deceiving you. [25] They pretend to be kind, but don’t believe them. Their 
hearts are full of many evils. [26] While their hatred may be concealed by trickery, their wrongdoing will 
be exposed in public. [27] If you set a trap for others, you will get caught in it yourself. If you roll a 
boulder down on others, it will crush you instead. [28] A lying tongue hates its victims, and flattering 
words cause ruin.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 


