
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25 – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 
 
Throughout the DIFFERENT sermon series, the Bible Reading Plan includes bible passages 
(Monday-Friday) that relate to the message from the previous Sunday.  As you read each 
day’s Bible reading, please reflect on how the Bible passage reveals something we should 
believe and/or how we should live that is different from how most people believe and/or live in 
today’s world.  
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25 
 

READ:  
Matthew 5:38–48 (NLT) [38] “You have heard the law that says the punishment must match the injury: 
‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ [39] But I say, do not resist an evil person! If someone slaps 
you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also. [40] If you are sued in court and your shirt is taken 
from you, give your coat, too. [41] If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two 
miles. [42] Give to those who ask, and don’t turn away from those who want to borrow. [43] “You have 
heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. [44] But I say, love your enemies! 
Pray for those who persecute you! [45] In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in 
heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the 
unjust alike. [46] If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax 
collectors do that much. [47] If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone 
else? Even pagans do that. [48] But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.  
 
John 13:34–35 (NLT) [34] So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I 
have loved you, you should love each other. [35] Your love for one another will prove to the world that 
you are my disciples.”  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 



TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26 
 

READ:  
1 Corinthians 13 (NLT) [1] If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love 
others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. [2] If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I 
understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could 
move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. [3] If I gave everything I have to the poor 
and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained 
nothing. [4] Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud [5] or rude. It does not 
demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. [6] It does not rejoice 
about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. [7] Love never gives up, never loses faith, is 
always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. [8] Prophecy and speaking in unknown 
languages and special knowledge will become useless. But love will last forever! [9] Now our 
knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole 
picture! [10] But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will become useless. [11] When 
I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put away childish 
things. [12] Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see 
everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know 
everything completely, just as God now knows me completely. [13] Three things will last forever—faith, 
hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27 
 
READ:  
1 John 2:1–17 (NLT) [1] My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who 
is truly righteous. [2] He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the 
sins of all the world. [3] And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments. [4] If 
someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that person is a liar and is not 
living in the truth. [5] But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love him. That is 
how we know we are living in him. [6] Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus 
did. [7] Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment for you; rather it is an old one you have had 
from the very beginning. This old commandment—to love one another—is the same message you 
heard before. [8] Yet it is also new. Jesus lived the truth of this commandment, and you also are living 
it. For the darkness is disappearing, and the true light is already shining. [9] If anyone claims, “I am 
living in the light,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is still living in darkness. [10] Anyone who 
loves a fellow believer is living in the light and does not cause others to stumble. [11] But anyone who 
hates a fellow believer is still living and walking in darkness. Such a person does not know the way to 
go, having been blinded by the darkness. [12] I am writing to you who are God’s children because your 
sins have been forgiven through Jesus. [13] I am writing to you who are mature in the faith because you 
know Christ, who existed from the beginning. I am writing to you who are young in the faith because 
you have won your battle with the evil one. [14] I have written to you who are God’s children because 



you know the Father. I have written to you who are mature in the faith because you know Christ, who 
existed from the beginning. I have written to you who are young in the faith because you are strong. 
God’s word lives in your hearts, and you have won your battle with the evil one. [15] Do not love this 
world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in 
you. [16] For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and 
pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. [17] 
And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what 
pleases God will live forever.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28 
 
READ:  
1 John 3:11–24 (NLT) [11] This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love 
one another. [12] We must not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and killed his brother. And 
why did he kill him? Because Cain had been doing what was evil, and his brother had been doing what 
was righteous. [13] So don’t be surprised, dear brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. [14] If we 
love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it proves that we have passed from death to life. But a 
person who has no love is still dead. [15] Anyone who hates another brother or sister is really a 
murderer at heart. And you know that murderers don’t have eternal life within them. [16] We know what 
real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers 
and sisters. [17] If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but 
shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person? [18] Dear children, let’s not merely say 
that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. [19] Our actions will show that we belong 
to the truth, so we will be confident when we stand before God. [20] Even if we feel guilty, God is 
greater than our feelings, and he knows everything. [21] Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can 
come to God with bold confidence. [22] And we will receive from him whatever we ask because we 
obey him and do the things that please him. [23] And this is his commandment: We must believe in the 
name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us. [24] Those who obey 
God’s commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he with them. And we know he lives in us 
because the Spirit he gave us lives in us.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 



-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 
help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29 
 
READ:  
1 John 4:7–21 (NLT) [7] Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. 
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. [8] But anyone who does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. [9] God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the 
world so that we might have eternal life through him. [10] This is real love—not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. [11] Dear friends, since God 
loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. [12] No one has ever seen God. But if we love 
each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us. [13] And God has given us 
his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us. [14] Furthermore, we have seen with our own eyes 
and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. [15] All who declare that 
Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and they live in God. [16] We know how much God 
loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God 
lives in them. [17] And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the 
day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. 
[18] Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of 
punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. [19] We love each 
other because he loved us first. [20] If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that 
person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? 
[21] And he has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their fellow believers.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEEKEND – OCTOBER 30-31 
 
>  Use the weekend to catch up on any passages you didn’t have an opportunity to read during the 

week. 
>  If you have an opportunity, check out the passage below from the book of Psalms.  
 
READ:  
Psalm 51 (NLT)  For the choir director: A psalm of David, regarding the time Nathan the prophet came 
to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba. [1] Have mercy on me, O God, because of 
your unfailing love. Because of your great compassion, blot out the stain of my sins. [2] Wash me clean 
from my guilt. Purify me from my sin. [3] For I recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and night. [4] 
Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; I have done what is evil in your sight. You will be proved 
right in what you say, and your judgment against me is just. [5] For I was born a sinner— yes, from the 
moment my mother conceived me. [6] But you desire honesty from the womb, teaching me wisdom 
even there. [7] Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. [8] 
Oh, give me back my joy again; you have broken me— now let me rejoice. [9] Don’t keep looking at my 
sins. Remove the stain of my guilt. [10] Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within 



me. [11] Do not banish me from your presence, and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me. [12] Restore to 
me the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to obey you. [13] Then I will teach your ways to 
rebels, and they will return to you. [14] Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves; then I will 
joyfully sing of your forgiveness. [15] Unseal my lips, O Lord, that my mouth may praise you. [16] You 
do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. You do not want a burnt offering. [17] The sacrifice you 
desire is a broken spirit. You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God. [18] Look with favor 
on Zion and help her; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. [19] Then you will be pleased with sacrifices 
offered in the right spirit— with burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings. Then bulls will again be 
sacrificed on your altar.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 


