
 
 
March 12, 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
We want to update you on how we are responding to concerns about the coronavirus (COVID-19) at Otterbein.  
Like many of you, we’ve been following all the news and updates with great concern, and we know it’s easy to 
be overwhelmed by it all. We want you to be aware of what we are doing and planning to do regarding 
precautions for coronavirus.  
  
Currently, health officials are not requiring the cancellation of Sunday church gatherings and we plan to have 
our normal schedule on Sunday morning.  If anything should change, we will communicate this to you through 
our text alert system, website, OC App notification, and our Facebook page. If you are uncomfortable coming to 
church or have been advised to not be in larger crowds due to an underlying health risk, we encourage you to 
join us for one of our services online.  We will be livestreaming all our services (8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.) on our 
website, OC App, and on Facebook live on Sunday.  We will also be rebroadcasting the service on Sunday 
evening at 6:00 p.m. on our website. 
 

During this time, I want you to be aware of the steps we are taking to keep our church family safe:  
 

• Our cleaning crews have spent extra time this week sanitizing doors, door handles, counters, etc. and will 
continue to do so regularly.  We also plan to do some sanitizing of door handles, counters, etc. throughout 
the morning on Sunday. 

• Hand sanitizer stations are available at various places in the church lobby.  
• Outdoor door greeters will be available to open the door for you. Volunteers will be available at our Children 

Check-In stations to assist you with checking in. 
• We’ve asked the welcome teams, pastors and ushers to refrain from shaking hands.  
• As we’ve always done, our children’s ministry staff and volunteers will continue to wipe down and sanitize 

the tables and toys in our classrooms.  
• Rather than passing offering plates during the service, we will have ushers with offering baskets available at 

the Worship Center doors as you leave the service for you to give your offerings and hand in the attendance 
cards. We would also encourage you to consider giving on the OC App or online at otterbeinchurch.org. 

• We have also made some changes in our café area that you may notice on Sunday in regard to coffee 
condiments and how we are serving food and beverages.  

• We are instructing all Otterbein staff and volunteers to wash their hands frequently while serving and asking 
them to stay home if they are sick. 

 

Here’s how you can help:  
 

• If you or a member of your family is feeling sick, we ask that you stay home and join us online during one of 
our services.   

• If your child is not feeling well, we ask that you keep them home. Please remember that we ask that children 
should be illness and fever-free for 24 hours before attending children and youth ministry programs. 

• Wash your hands often! Washing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds is very effective at stopping the 
spread of germs. 

 
If you have any questions about the information above, please do not hesitate to contact us at  
info@otterbeinchurch.org or at 717-762-7147. 
 
 



 
 
We realize there are many mixed messages about the risk of the coronavirus and there is great uncertainty 
about how it might impact each of us and our families.  It is understandable that we might experience some 
anxious thoughts.  Let’s commit as a church family to pray for one another, our country and the world in the 
days and weeks ahead.  Pray for God’s protection.  Pray God would give the medical professionals and 
government officials great wisdom as they make decisions.  Pray for this to be a time when people would look to 
God for help and put their trust in Him.  And pray this would be a time when people would be reminded of their 
need of a Savior and understand that real peace comes from knowing personally the One who promises to walk 
with us through whatever we face in this life and who makes eternal life possible when we breath our final 
breathe on this earth. 
 
Lastly, I leave you with these words from Philippians 4:6-8: “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, 
which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ 
Jesus. And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and 
right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.”  
 
Your Pastor, 
 
Pastor Mike 
 
 
 


