
  
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 
 
The Light of Christmas: Jesus Is the Light 
 
READ: John 1:1–5 (ESV) (1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. (2) He was in the beginning with God. (3) All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. (4) In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. (5) The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
 
What’s the first thing you do when you walk into a dark room? You immediately look for the light 
switch and add light to the room. Why? Because the darkness feels wrong. Because darkness 
creates a space of uncertainty, doubt, and even fear. 
 
Jesus is the light that dispels spiritual darkness. When we encounter Jesus, the darkness of our 
sins, fears, and uncertainties are exposed and vanquished. That’s what the Apostle John 
wanted us to grasp as he introduced the incarnation of Christ. John wanted us to know Christ so 
that the darkness can end. Who is this Christ that can do such a magnificent thing? 
 
Jesus is the eternal, divine God come in the flesh. He is eternal with God the Father. Jesus and 
God the Father share the essence of divinity. But notice that three times Jesus is identified as 
the “Word”. This is the word “Logos” and is used by John to communicate that Jesus is the 
perfect representation of God in the flesh. 
 
As if that is not astounding enough, John describes Jesus as the Creator of all things. Existence 
exists, only because Jesus is (how’s that for a mind-boggling idea). But Jesus did more than 
create everything, He is the very essence of life. Life exists because Jesus is, therefore, He 
alone can offer life to you and me.  
 
As if all of that is not amazing enough, John drops one last idea: the darkness is not strong 
enough or dark enough or evil enough to overcome the Light. Yet the Light is strong enough 
and bright enough and pure enough to overcome the darkness. That is the Good News of the 
incarnation. 
 
REFLECT: Is there some darkness in your life that you have allowed to usurp the light of 
Christ? Confess it, yield it to Christ and revel in the light of Christ.  
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
 
The Light of Christmas: The Need for a Light Switch 
 



READ: John 1:6–8 (ESV) (6) There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. (7) He 
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. (8) He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  
 
After introducing the Messiah, John turns to the Messiah’s messenger. “There was a man sent 
from God” is used to contrast John the Baptist with Jesus. A human man is contrasted with the 
divine Christ. Being sent by God is contrasted with Jesus being God Himself who has come.  
 
John was sent with a purpose. He came as a witness to the light. He came to prepare people to 
receive the light. He came to awaken spiritually sleepy people who were living in spiritual 
darkness. He came to proclaim and affirm that Jesus was the light.  
 
John was not the light, but he was a light switch. John understood his God-given purpose was 
to help people in darkness see the light. John would later say that Jesus was superior to him 
(John 1:15), that he was unworthy to untie even the strap on Jesus’ sandal (John 1:27), and that 
Jesus must increase in fame while John’s notoriety must decrease (John 3:30). You see, a 
messenger delivers a message, but they are not the message.  
 
John the Baptist demonstrated the humility to accept his role in God’s kingdom of pointing 
others to Jesus. It was a role of honor and great joy. So, it is for you and me. 
 
REFLECT: Do you find joy and contentment in being a light switch for others to see the light of 
Jesus? How can you help turn on the light for others this Christmas? 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
 
The Light of Christmas: An Invitation to the Light 
 
READ: John 1:9–13 (ESV) (9) The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. (10) He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. (11) He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. (12) But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, (13) 
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
 
I (Pastor Mark) have never been invited to what I would consider an over-the-top, once-in-a-
lifetime, unique event. Don’t misunderstand, I’ve been invited to some great events. I’ve been 
invited to participate in retirement and promotion ceremonies for friends at the Pentagon; invited 
to officiate wedding ceremonies for some incredible couples, and I’ve been invited to spend time 
with a man who worked for presidents. 
 
But as I write this devotional, the words of today’s Scripture reverberate in my heart and mind. I 
have been given the greatest, most life-changing, and most joyful invitation ever offered: the 
invitation to be a child of God. I accepted that invitation in April 1980 as a high school junior. 
Best decision of my life. 
 
The wonderful thing about Christ’s invitation is that it is for everyone. No one gets excluded 
because of social status or race or gender or economic level. John is clear about this. The Light 
has come. The Light has been proclaimed. The Light has illuminated the path to salvation. Now 
a choice must be made. Some will reject the Light to their own detriment. Others will receive the 
Light, put their trust in Jesus, and yield to Him. In return, Jesus will make you one of God’s 
children. That, friends, is the best invite ever.  



 
REFLECT: If you are not a child of God, now is the time. If you are a child of God, pause and 
praise God that Jesus saved you.  
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 
The Light of Christmas: The Glory of the Light  
 
READ: John 1:14–18 (ESV) (14) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (15) (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) (16) For from his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. (17) For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. (18) No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 
made him known.  
 
What happens when you approach a fish in a fish tank? Most often, the fish flees to the bottom 
looking for a safe place to hide. Why is that? It’s because to a fish, a human being is beyond 
their ability to grasp. A human being, to a fish, is so great and fearsome and amazing that 
running is the best option.  
 
Now imagine you were a compassionate person and wanted the fish to know that you loved the 
fish and want to care for it. What could you do? Nothing really. The only way to connect with the 
fish is to become a fish. Of course, that is not doable. 
 
The differences between a human and God are also beyond measure. To a human, God is 
great beyond description, powerful beyond belief, and perfect beyond thought. The differences 
are so immense that many people choose to run from God. The differences appear too vast for 
a real relationship to occur.  
 
So, God did the most loving thing He could do; He took on human flesh and was born. The 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Notice the repeated reference to Jesus and grace. 
Grace is the bestowing of favor and blessing, which are not deserved or earned, from a heart of 
love and through personal sacrifice. You see, Jesus’ very birth was a sacrifice for Him.  
 
The result was grace on display. John describes it as “grace and truth” and “grace upon grace”. 
When one supply of grace is exhausted, another becomes available. The Law represented a 
standard of righteousness that exposed human frailty. Jesus offered grace and truth (Himself as 
salvation) to close the gap between God and people.  
 
REFLECT: How can you be a conduit of grace to others this Christmas season? 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 
 
The Light of Christmas: The Light Changes Us 
 
READ: John 3:16–21 (ESV) (16) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. (17) For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. (18) Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. (19) And 



this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather 
than the light because their works were evil. (20) For everyone who does wicked things hates 
the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. (21) But whoever 
does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been 
carried out in God.”  
 
One of my (Dave) favorite stocking stuffers to give is a flashlight. That is because they are so 
useful. And they come in so many forms. There are flashlights on caps, gloves, key chains, and 
pens. I even have one on an umbrella. Why do people like flashlights so much? Because light 
changes our surroundings.    
 
Darkness makes us feel uncomfortable because we can’t see where we are going or what we 
are doing. When we turn on a flashlight our path is clearer. Our feet are surer. Our hands are 
steadier. Light changes everything. 
 
This passage reminds us that the world is a dark place and God sent Jesus into it as our 
flashlight, so to speak. Without Him, humanity is just stumbling around in the dark room of sin. 
But when we believe in Him, we have a clear path to God’s plan for forgiveness, wholeness, 
and purpose.  
 
Following the Light of Jesus changes us. Our sinfulness is replaced with His holiness. Despair 
gives way to hope. Fear is erased by faith. Worry dissolves into peace. Death is transformed 
into life. When we truly embrace Jesus, we are not the same. He changes us. Praise be to God 
for sending the Light to eliminate the darkness and illuminate our souls. 
 
REFLECT: Ask yourself, have I truly embraced and surrendered my life to Jesus, the Light of 
the World? If not, ask Him to forgive your sin and surrender your life to Him. Maybe you feel like 
you are in a dark place right now. He wants to illuminate your path and show you the way out. 
Trust Him. Take His hand. He will lead you safely out. 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 
 
The Light of Christmas: Those in the Light Reject Sin 
 
READ: 1 John 1:5–10 (ESV) (5) This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (6) If we say we have fellowship with him 
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. (7) But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 
us from all sin. (8) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (9) 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. (10) If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us.  
 
I (Dave) have always liked detective shows on television. As a kid, in the ’70s, I liked Hawaii 
Five-O, Columbo, Kojak, and Starsky and Hutch. To this day, I like a good “whodunnit” mystery. 
I have found the villain is usually someone you would never suspect. They may look innocent, 
but they are hiding something. By the end of the show, the detective has figured out who the 
guilty party is. He exposes their lies and brings their dark deed to light. “Book em’ Danno.” Look 
it up. 
 



In some ways, we are like the guilty party on TV. We say we are Christians. We look good and 
we say the right things, but if someone did a little detective work, they would uncover some 
“dark deeds” that we are hiding. If we pretend they are not there and keep doing them, John 
tells us we “deceive ourselves” and God’s truth is not in us. Heavy? Yes. But this is the call on 
our life as a follower of Jesus; to reject sin and walk in His Light. 
 
The extremely good news is also in our passage. God is faithful to forgive us and cleanse us 
from our sins if we confess them to Him.   
 
REFLECT: Ask God to show you one area in your life that is or may be sinful. Confess it to Him 
and walk away from it. When you do, this Christmas will be a little brighter because you will be 
walking in the Light of God’s grace and forgiveness.  
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 
 
The Light of Christmas: Those in the Light Love One Another 
 
READ: 1 John 2:7–11 (ESV) (7) Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old 
commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you 
have heard. (8) At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is 
true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already 
shining. (9) Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. (10) 
Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. (11) 
But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know 
where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  
 
If you are like me (Dave), as you were reading these verses, you may have wondered, “Which 
one is it? Old commandment or new?” Truth is, it is both. In Mark 12, Jesus quoted the Old 
Testament when He said to love God and love others. So, it is old. But Jesus demonstrated love 
to a newer and higher degree when He did not hate the very ones who placed Him on the cross 
to die for them and all humanity. In this way, it is certainly new. 
 
In this passage, John is emphasizing and making it abundantly clear that hatred has no place in 
the heart of a Christian. Zero! In fact, if we hate another it is proof that we are “still in darkness.” 
Holding on to hatred indicates we do not fully understand the degree to which God has loved us.  
 
As we anticipate the birth of Christ, we remember that “God so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son” (John 3:16). He did that for a world that hated Him. We may have people in our life 
that have hurt us or said evil things about us. Even so, our responsibility is to love them the 
same way Jesus does. Don’t give in or hold on to hate. It may be hard, but loving that person 
will demonstrate to God, yourself, and maybe even that individual that Jesus lives in you and 
His Light is at work in your life. 
 
REFLECT: Is there someone in your life that has hurt you? Someone you find it difficult to 
forgive? Someone you hate? This week, surrender that situation to the Lord. Pray and ask Him 
to help you resolve the issue with that person. 


