
  
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 
The Story of Christmas: A Promise Fulfilled 
 
READ: Matthew 1:18–25 (ESV) (18) Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. (19) And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. (20) But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. (21) She 
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
(22) All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: (23) “Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with 
us). (24) When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 
took his wife, (25) but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name 
Jesus.  
 
I promise. How many times have we spoken those words to someone as a commitment that we 
will do what we said we would do? These words are intended to provoke hope and stir 
commitment to the one making the promise. Those words take on significance based on the 
person speaking them, their track record, and the relationship you share.  
 
A couple of thousand years before God intersected Mary and Joseph’s lives, He made a 
promise through the prophet Isaiah (7:14) that the Messiah would be born to a virgin, that He 
would be called Jesus and Immanuel, and that He would save people from their sins. Of course, 
because God is the One making the promise, it happened just that way.  
 
The birth of Jesus means God keeps His promises. He promised to forgive the sins of those 
who repent and turn to Jesus, so stop allowing guilt to control your life. He promised to save or 
redeem people, so keep living in the fullness of the life He gives. He promised to never leave 
you, so stop living in fear. He promised that nothing can separate you from His love, so start 
living courageously.  
 
This Christmas is a great time to embrace the faithfulness of God. His promises are conditioned 
on His character and His character is perfect.  
 
REFLECT: Praise God for honoring His promise to send Jesus. Choose one promise of God 
and decide this Christmas to trust God to honor His promise in your life. 
 
 
 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
 
The Story of Christmas: Jesus Has Come 
 
READ: Luke 2:1–7 (ESV) (1) In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. (2) This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. (3) And all went to be registered, each to his own town. (4) And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, (5) to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. (6) And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
(7) And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 
It’s time! Those are the words every prospective father nervously waits to hear from his 
pregnant wife. They signal the need to quickly get to the hospital because her labor has begun. 
When he hears those words, he springs into action because the baby is coming, and their world 
is about to change forever. 
 
It’s time! I can imagine Mary saying it to Joseph when her water broke. And I can almost see 
and hear him, in disbelief and desperation, turning those words into a question. It’s time? He 
searches for a room, but none is available. Being resourceful, he bargains for the use of the 
stable. Tonight, it will become the Deliverer’s delivery room and the world is about to change 
forever. 
 
The time came, and it all happened according to God’s plan. The Light of the World was born in 
a dark stable. The Bread of Life was born in Bethlehem, the city of bread. The Lamb of God was 
wrapped in swaddling commonly used to protect the sacramental lamb. The Good Shepherd 
was born among sheep and visited by shepherds. The Word who created the universe was born 
under the very stars He spoke into being. The floor of his “nursery” had the stench of manure, 
representative of the mess He came to purify. 
 
The time came for God to step out of Heaven and reveal just how far He would go to rescue 
sinners and display His glory. Jesus has come! The Savior has been born! God is with us! And 
the world is about to change forever! 
 
REFLECT: Maybe God is saying to you, it’s time. Time to ask Him to change your world in 
some way. Christmas is the perfect time to renew or begin your relationship with Jesus. There’s 
no need to delay, that’s why He came. It’s time. 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 
 
The Story of Christmas: Jesus Stirs Awe and Joy 
 
READ: Luke 2:8–21 (ESV) (8) And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. (9) And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. (10) And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. (11) For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
(12) And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger.” (13) And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying, (14) “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom 



he is pleased!” (15) When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” (16) And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a manger. (17) And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 
told them concerning this child. (18) And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. (19) But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. (20) And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. (21) And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  
 
I, Mark, have seen a lot of amazing things in my life. The creation of computers and 
smartphones was revolutionary. I grew up when there was no internet and the antenna on the 
roof determined how many tv channels I could watch. I remember purchasing my first computer, 
logging onto the internet through a phone connection, and thinking how amazing this was. The 
GPS on my phone has changed my life, I get lost less often. I was 8 years old when Starbucks 
began and as a 20-something discovered caffeine. Therefore, it takes a lot to impress me these 
days. Yet I am rather sure if an angel of the Lord and a host of angels suddenly appeared in the 
sky it would do the trick. Yep, I would be impressed; probably even a little afraid.  
 
Perhaps you can imagine just a little bit how the shepherds felt that night the angels showed up 
and decided to burst forth in praising God. I would think angels can praise rather loudly and 
brightly. What began as another quiet, boring night of watching over sheep, suddenly became a 
never happened before, never going to happen again moment.  
 
God, who had been silent for 400 years, was suddenly speaking again. Jesus was born. Hope 
was kindled once again for people who were living in darkness. Like moths to a light, the 
shepherds were compelled to go check out what had happened in Bethlehem. After 
encountering the baby Jesus, they went home glorifying and praising God. Notice their 
response of praise was no longer in response to the angels but because they had seen 
firsthand the Messiah and because they had been told who He was (verse 20). 
 
REFLECT: If you have celebrated many Christmases, it’s easy to allow the wonder and mystery 
of Jesus’ birth to grow dim. Today, engage your heart, imagination, and emotions as you join 
the angels and shepherds in praising God for the birth of Jesus.  
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 
 
The Story of Christmas: Wise People Seek Jesus 
 
READ: Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV) (1) Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, (2) saying, “Where is he 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” (3) When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
(4) and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born. (5) They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the 
prophet: (6) “ ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ” (7) Then 
Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. (8) And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” (9) After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 



rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. (10) When they 
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. (11) And going into the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. (12) And being warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  
 
The Magi that came to worship the young Jesus were not kings. No, the word Magi refers to a 
class of Persian men who were interpreters of special signs, especially in astrology. They were 
smart, intelligent men. But the Bible does not say the Magi are smart, although they surely were.  
It says they were “wise men from the east.”  
 
Being smart refers to your intelligence, but possessing wisdom means you have good judgment 
and know how to apply your knowledge in each situation. The Magi were wise, not because 
they saw the star, but because they sought the reason for the star. They applied their 
knowledge of astronomy and prophecy and searched for the “one who has been born king of 
the Jews.” Their wisdom allowed them to worship and experience Jesus in a very personal way, 
and the wisdom they employed is very instructive to us today. 
 
Wise people still seek Jesus. It isn’t enough to know a lot about Him. Not until we seek Him, 
acknowledge Him as King, be willing to bow before Him, and surrender ourselves to the Savior, 
will we begin to understand the significance of why we celebrate Christmas. Let’s follow the 
example of the Magi and honor Jesus with our worship and surrender what we have to Him. 
When we do, we will experience Him in a very personal way.  
 
REFLECT: Think about the meaning of the word “wise” and intentionally apply the meaning of 
that word to your daily routine or decisions you need to make. Like the Magi, come to Jesus and 
surrender to Him all you are as a gift of sacrificial worship. 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 
 
The Story of Christmas: Jesus Is Amazing 
 
READ: Isaiah 9:6 (ESV) (6) For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
When a couple has a child, they often send a birth announcement. Before the digital age, 
parents (okay, the mom) would send out a card announcing the arrival of the newborn bundle of 
joy including the name, gender, time and place of birth, length, and weight. Nowadays people 
just post it on Facebook or Instagram so people can “ooh and aah” over the little munchkin. 
 
In a way, Isaiah 9:6 is a prophetic birth announcement for Jesus. Prophetic because it was 
given almost 800 years before he was born. Announcement because it describes who He is with 
extreme accuracy. 
 
Isaiah declared Him our Wonderful Counselor. In Him is “hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (Col.2:3). It’s mind-boggling to know that He can handle any need or problem we 
have, and we can rely on Him in every circumstance. 
 
He is our Mighty God. Here, mighty means “strength, power or hero.” Jesus is the hero of our 
faith because He died for our sins and rose from the grave so that we could have eternal life. 



Jesus is our Everlasting Father. This literally means He is the Father of eternity. He was there at 
creation and continues to protect and provide for His children. Nothing is too hard, intricate, or 
complex for Him. 
 
As the Prince of Peace, Jesus makes it possible for us to have oneness with God through our 
faith in Him as God’s Son. He is also the One that will ultimately bring peace on earth when His 
earthly kingdom is established. 
 
It was amazing that the baby Mary held in her arms was the culmination of Isaiah’s prophetic 
birth announcement. But this Christmas don’t only see Jesus as the baby in a young mother’s 
arms. Worship Him as the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of 
Peace.  
 
REFLECT: Take a moment and allow yourself to be amazed by Jesus. Reread Isaiah 9:6 and 
ponder the amazing gift God gave mankind. Thank Him for being the perfect image of who God 
is, and how He satisfies every need that you have, whether it be material, physical, emotional, 
or spiritual. 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 
 
The Story of Christmas: A Time of Expectation 
 
READ: 1 Thessalonians 4:16–18 (ESV) (16) For the Lord himself will descend from heaven 
with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. (17) Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be 
with the Lord. (18) Therefore encourage one another with these words.  
 
It's Christmas Eve, a night of expectation. As a child, I (Mark), can remember the difficulty of 
going to sleep. My brother and I shared a room and we dreamed, talked, and wondered what 
the next morning would hold. With a restless mind and eager emotions, sleep was elusive but 
eventually overtook us. 
 
When we awoke the next morning something magical had happened. Stockings stuffed with fun 
toys and candy lay at the end of our beds. When our parents finally called us to come, we were 
already stuffed with chocolate and bursting with excitement. As we ran from our room into the 
living room we were overwhelmed. Christmas music was playing, food was on the table, and 
presents surrounded the Christmas tree. Dreams had come true. 
 
Creation waited for thousands of years for the birth of Jesus. Israel waited hundreds of years for 
the birth of the Messiah. What they all looked forward to with expectation, we look back to with 
joy and thanks. Christmas morning is indeed a moment when dreams come true. 
 
While we take this day to remember what happened in the past, let’s also pause and re-
embrace the expectation for what has yet to happen but will surely occur. Folks, Jesus is 
coming back. And notice from the Scripture that He will return with authority, power, and 
command. The dead in Christ will then rise to meet Christ, return to heaven, and receive eternal 
bodies. Then the rest of those in Christ will be caught up to meet Jesus and we will always be 
with Jesus.  
Encourage one another with these words, Merry Christmas. Remember His birth and expect His 
return.  



 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
TODAY’S BIBLE READING: Luke 1:26–38 (NLT) (26) In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, (27) to a virgin named 
Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 
(28) Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!” (29) 
Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. (30) “Don’t be afraid, 
Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! (31) You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. (32) He will be very great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. (33) And he will 
reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” (34) Mary asked the angel, “But how can 
this happen? I am a virgin.” (35) The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be 
called the Son of God. (36) What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her 
old age! People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her 
sixth month. (37) For the word of God will never fail.” (38) Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s 
servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her.  
 
Luke 2:1–20 (NLT) (1) At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census 
should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. (2) (This was the first census taken when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) (3) All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this 
census. (4) And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in 
Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. (5) He 
took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child. (6) And while 
they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. (7) She gave birth to her firstborn son. 
She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
lodging available for them. (8) That night shepherds were staying in the fields nearby, guarding 
their flocks of sheep. (9) Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the 
radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, (10) but the angel reassured 
them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 
(11) The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of 
David! (12) And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips 
of cloth, lying in a manger.” (13) Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the 
armies of heaven—praising God and saying, (14) “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace 
on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” (15) When the angels had returned to heaven, the 
shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” (16) They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. 
And there was the baby, lying in the manger. (17) After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone 
what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. (18) All who heard the 
shepherds’ story were astonished, (19) but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought 
about them often. (20) The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.  
  


