
  
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 
The Cost of Christmas: The Cost of Coming 
 
READ: Revelation 4:8–11 (ESV) (8) And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, 
are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” (9) And whenever the living 
creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever 
and ever, (10) the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and 
worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, (11) 
“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all 
things, and by your will they existed and were created.”  
 
What makes heaven so great is not that it is a great place. Although it is, what makes heaven so 
great is that it is where God resides. Heaven is wonderful because it is full of His person. In this 
text, we get a small window into heaven. Notice how everything focuses on God and who He is. 
All the creatures and people are focused on worshipping God and declaring His holiness, glory, 
honor, and power. 
 
We know from other scripture that in the presence of God all hurts, pains, and struggles 
dissolve. We know that there are no more tears, but only rejoicing. We know that conflict and 
injustice vanish into harmony and justice.  
 
Now pause for a moment. Who would ever want to leave such a place? Yet that is exactly what 
Jesus did for us. The birth of Christ demanded that Jesus leave the glories of heaven and the 
presence of His Father to be born in a dirty stable, to live amongst sinful people, and to suffer 
under evil people. That is a little of the cost Jesus paid for us. That, my friends, is love.  
 
REFLECT: Christmas is indeed a time of joy. But let’s not forget that our joy came at a cost for 
Jesus. How will accepting this joy make you a little more grateful, a little more patient, and a 
little more loving? 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
 
The Cost of Christmas: The Cost of Emptying Himself 
 
READ: Philippians 2:5–8 (ESV) (5) Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, (6) who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, (7) but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. (8) And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross.  
 



Often when we consider the cost to Christ for saving people, we think only of the cross. But 
before the cross, the birth of Jesus cost Him the sacrifice of forgoing the privileges of being 
divine. It's difficult, impossible even, for you and me to grasp setting aside all the privileges of 
divinity to hang out with non-divine people. Yet at the incarnation, that is what Jesus did.  
 
John describes what Jesus did as “emptying Himself.” What does that mean? Jesus never 
stopped being God. Instead, He chose to take on an earthly form and He veiled His divinity in 
the form of a man. He chose not to hold onto the privileges that come with being God. He laid 
aside the glories of heaven, the worship of the heavenly host, and His glory to be born. He 
renounced, for a time, His divine privileges and refrained from using His divinity to make His life 
on earth easier.  
 
What did this look like for Jesus? To put it simply, being born as a human was an act of 
servanthood. Jesus was born to serve God. How? By sacrificing Himself for all people so that 
they could be redeemed.  
 
REFLECT: This Christmas season, decide now to be like Jesus; to be a servant. What are 
some ways you can serve others and rejoice in doing so? 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
 
The Cost of Christmas: The Cost of Salvation 
 
READ: Matthew 1:18–21 (ESV) (18) Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. (19) And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. (20) But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. (21) She 
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  
 
How much does it cost? If I accept the offer will it help or harm my family relationships? Should I 
borrow the money or pay cash? These are the questions we must ask ourselves before we buy 
a new car, consider a promotion at work or redecorate the house. 
 
Many times, what is costly doesn’t involve money as currency. Am I willing to sacrifice my pride 
and ask forgiveness? Should I give up some time to help out a neighbor? Will I stand up for 
what I believe even if it comes at a personal cost? The currency of pride, sacrifice, and courage 
can be expensive. 
 
Everything that is desirable and valuable comes at a price. In His wisdom, love, and mercy, God 
saw humanity as valuable enough to send Jesus into this world to “save His people from their 
sins.” Jesus saw what it would cost to buy back the souls of humanity. And still, He came 
prepared to make the transaction, His life for ours. He knew what it would cost. He knew why 
He came. 
 
When a baby is born, we wonder what he/she will become. A teacher? A doctor? A welder? A 
mom? What course will they take? Where will life lead them? For Jesus, His course was 
determined from the very beginning of time, and it led Him to the cross. He would pay the cost 
of our salvation. He was born to die. 



This Christmas let’s not just celebrate the baby in the manger. Instead, celebrate the Savior who 
came to rescue us from our sins by dying on the cross and rising from the dead so we could 
have eternal life. 
 
REFLECT: Along with your Christmas decorations, consider placing an empty cross in plain 
sight. It will remind you not only of Jesus’ birth but also of the price He paid on Calvary and His 
victory over death through the resurrection. 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 
 
The Cost of Christmas: The Cost of Rejection 
 
READ: Matthew 2:13–16 (ESV) (13) Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” (14) And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt (15) 
and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” (16) Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked 
by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and 
in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained 
from the wise men.  
 
Most of us have experienced some type of rejection in our lives. We were cut from the team. We 
didn’t get the job. The bank turned us down for a loan. The person we are attracted to doesn’t 
acknowledge we exist. It’s hard to take. It often hurts. And if we allow it, rejection can affect our 
outlook on life.  
 
No one was more rejected than Jesus. Isaiah prophesied, “He was despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief…” Shortly after His birth, Herod rejected Him. 
In fact, Joseph and Mary fled to Egypt because of Herod’s order to kill all male babies under two 
years of age. 
 
We celebrate Christmas as a joyous time. Indeed, it is. The Savior has come to redeem 
mankind from their sin. That is certainly worth celebrating, but it is also important for us to 
remember that the world did not welcome God’s Son. From the beginning, He was rejected by 
the very ones He came to rescue. Herod certainly wanted nothing to do with a new king in town. 
Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus dealt with rejection, especially from those in authority. It 
came as no surprise to Him and He knew the ultimate rejection would lead Him to the cross.  
 
Isn’t it interesting that Jesus needed to be rejected so that we could be accepted? This 
Christmas, as you celebrate with family and friends, consider the cost of rejection that Jesus 
paid to make “peace on earth and goodwill to men” possible in your life. 
 
REFLECT: Have you ever faced any sort of rejection for expressing your faith? If so, how did 
you respond? If not, are you willing to endure a little rejection in light of what Jesus experienced 
so you could have a relationship with God? 
 
 
 
 



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 
 
The Cost of Christmas: The Cost of Commitment to Christ 
 
READ: Matthew 16:24–28 (ESV) (24) Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. (25) For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. (26) For what will it 
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return 
for his soul? (27) For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 
and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. (28) Truly, I say to you, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in 
his kingdom.”  
 
Black Friday. Small Business Saturday. Cyber Monday. Isn’t it interesting how we have 
launched the Christmas season with a series of days focused on spending money, buying 
things, and incurring debt? I’m pretty sure that is not what Jesus had in mind when He came to 
earth. Jesus did not pay the price of being born in human form so that we could turn that 
incredible fact into a shopping day. 
 
What if this Christmas season we embraced Jesus’ three ideas of what it means to be His 
disciple: deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow Him? Instead of focusing on spending 
money, getting more things, and financial debt, we renounce or disown our selfish tendencies, 
we sacrifice for the benefit of others, and we actively follow Jesus each day. Hmm, I wonder 
how that would fly in our culture today? That is the cost of commitment to Christ. 
 
That sounds so counter-cultural that naturally, we ask ourselves, why would I want to do that? 
Jesus answers that question. Because you cannot save yourself. Because gaining a world of 
things while forfeiting your soul is a poor choice. Because Jesus is going to return one day. 
Because one day Jesus will repay (judge) each of us for how we have followed Him.  
 
A word of caution: Jesus is not saying we cannot buy presents for those we love and that we 
cannot sing Christmas songs or have a big meal with family. He is saying that to get caught up 
in those things without keeping the focus on following Him, is too costly for the Christian.  
 
REFLECT: Has shopping and buying things taken over the Christmas season in your life? How 
can you refocus on denying self, sacrificing for others, and following Jesus? It’s not too late. 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 
 
The Cost of Christmas: The Cost of Allegiance to Christ 
 
READ: Luke 14:25–33 (ESV) (25) Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said 
to them, (26) “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. (27) 
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. (28) For which 
of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has 
enough to complete it? (29) Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, 
all who see it begin to mock him, (30) saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to 
finish.’ (31) Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and 
deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? (32) And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks 



for terms of peace. (33) So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has 
cannot be my disciple.  
 
Open Doors, a ministry to the worldwide persecuted church reports that in the fifty countries 
where Christians experience the most persecution, eleven are killed every day for believing in 
Jesus. Each month one hundred and five churches are attacked, burned, or vandalized. And 
every hour one in nine brothers and sisters experience high levels of persecution for their faith. 
Yet, they remain undaunted in their allegiance to the Savior. 
 
We, in the American church, may be lulled to sleep in believing that the world celebrates the 
birth of Christ with as much enthusiasm as we do. We would be wrong. Under the cloak of night, 
huddled in back rooms, and under the realistic threat of personal harm or imprisonment, 
Christians count the cost and courageously sing “Silent Night” and “Joy to the World.” If they 
have a Bible, they read softly from Luke 2:14, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom He is pleased.” Yes, they have considered the cost of their loyalty to 
Christ, and they are all in. 
 
How about us? Are we loyal to the Savior? As American Christians, we don’t face the same 
persecution as those in hostile lands. But allegiance still comes at a cost. The cost is being 
different, of not looking like the rest of the world. Willingly surrendering to His plan and His 
purpose for our lives. Christmas is a wonderful time to proclaim our allegiance to Jesus. God’s 
love for us was expressed through the gift of His Son. Our allegiance to Him is expressed 
through acceptance, surrender, and choosing to follow Him daily. 
 
REFLECT: What would it look like this Christmas if you declared a greater allegiance to Jesus? 
Ask Him to help you in that endeavor and surrender to His will daily.       
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 
The Cost of Christmas: The Cost of Responsibility 
 
READ: Isaiah 9:6 (ESV) (6) For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
In the midst of a stressful time when you’re looking at all the responsibilities facing you, have 
you ever thought you felt like the weight of the world was on your shoulders? I think we all have 
said that. What we are communicating is mental and emotional stress that comes with 
significant responsibilities. 
 
Jesus never said that even though He had been given the responsibility of redeeming the 
weight of all the sins, hurts, and brokenness of all people. That’s the responsibility Jesus was 
given, and the cost was not just death, but the daily burden of serving people who loved sin 
more than God. 
 
Jesus accepts the responsibility to exercise rule over all the nations (perfect rule); to always 
provide wonderful and wise guidance to His people (perfect guidance); to exercise His 
unmatched power for the glory of His Father and the benefit of His people (perfect power); to 
care for people as a Father to a child for all eternity (perfect care); to usher in a reign of peace 
(perfect peace), and to spread His rule over all people (perfect kingdom).  
 



That, my friends, is a lot to carry. Perhaps that is one of the reasons Jesus would often leave 
the disciples and go off alone to pray. The responsibilities were heavy, but communion with His 
Father made them lighter. Jesus carried them to please His Father and to redeem us. The 
Apostle John quotes Jesus as saying that He does what He sees the Father doing (John 5:19) 
and that He has come to glorify His Father (John 17:1). 
 
This Christmas remember that Jesus joyfully placed on His shoulders responsibilities only He 
could carry and then perfectly carried them all. He paid that cost for you; for me; and for all 
people. 
 
REFLECT: Spend some time thanking God for what Jesus has done, for who He is in your life, 
and for the perfect rule He will one day bring to reality. 


