
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 – SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 
 
 

Joy To The World 
Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King. 
 
TODAY’S BIBLE READING:  
Psalm 98 (NLT)  A psalm. [1] Sing a new song to the LORD, for he has done wonderful deeds. His right 
hand has won a mighty victory; his holy arm has shown his saving power! [2] The LORD has announced 
his victory and has revealed his righteousness to every nation! [3] He has remembered his promise to 
love and be faithful to Israel. The ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. [4] Shout to the 
LORD, all the earth; break out in praise and sing for joy! [5] Sing your praise to the LORD with the harp, 
with the harp and melodious song, [6] with trumpets and the sound of the ram’s horn. Make a joyful 
symphony before the LORD, the King! [7] Let the sea and everything in it shout his praise! Let the earth 
and all living things join in. [8] Let the rivers clap their hands in glee! Let the hills sing out their songs of 
joy [9] before the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with justice, and the 
nations with fairness.  
 
DEVOTIONAL: 
Isaac Watts, an English Christian minister, lived from 1674 to 1748. "Joy to the World" first appeared in 
his famous collection, The Psalms of David, Imitated in the Language of the New Testament. Watts 
wrote "Joy to the World" to encourage the entire world to make a joyful noise about Jesus. 
 
Joy to the World" is one of the most popular Christmas songs, and it is sung in churches around the 
world. For what it is worth, Joy to the World was not written as a Christmas carol. The song is about the 
second coming of Christ. Watts, penned with words from his understanding of Psalm 98:4 “Shout to the 
Lord, all the earth; break out in praise and sing for joy!” Why the joyful exuberance?  
 
Indeed, the birth of Christ brings a “Joy to the World.” Now salvation is given not just to the Jews, but all 
who believe that God gave us Jesus as our savior.  What joy we have, knowing that we’ve been 
forgiven of our sins, and have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Think about the joy that 
you have experienced as one who calls themselves a follower of Christ. Now, all who believe can be 
assured of a heavenly home by the completed work of Jesus as the perfect sacrifice for sin. Those who 
reject this free gift are missing, true JOY! 
 
As we contemplate what Christmas means, be sure to thank God for the Joy given to the world, for we 
have been given a savior, Christ Jesus! 

 
 
 
 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
 

Angels We Have Heard On High 
Angels we have on heard high 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo 
 

 
TODAY’S BIBLE READING:  
Luke 2:8–20 (NLT) [8] That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their 
flocks of sheep. [9] Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the 
Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, [10] but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” 
he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. [11] The Savior—yes, the 
Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! [12] And you will recognize 
him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” [13] 
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and 
saying, [14] “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 
[15] When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” [16] They hurried 
to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. [17] After 
seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them 
about this child. [18] All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, [19] but Mary kept all these 
things in her heart and thought about them often. [20] The shepherds went back to their flocks, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.  
 
DEVOTIONAL: 
There were shepherds, watching their flocks at night. The song, “Angels we have heard on how”, 
focuses on the shepherds encounter with the angels foretelling of the birth of the newborn child. The 
song is one of the earliest known Christmas hymns. Some say it was sung as early as 129 AD. In its 
earliest form, the “Angels hymn” was the inspiration for the modern day song that we enjoy singing.  
 
We read the story in Luke 2. That night, so long ago, vs. 9 “suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared 
among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them.” The angels told the shepherds 
that night, vs.10 “…don’t be afraid! He said. I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 
The Savior-yes, the Messiah, the Lord has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! Indeed, 
vs.14 “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with who God is pleased.” 
 
Christmas, a time to recognize that a Savior has been born to us. Just as the Angels announced to the 
Shepherds, we too proclaim from our Churches and our homes to our community that there is good 
news to which great joy is given. A Savior has been born. His name is Jesus.  
 
At onetime in your life, you like these shepherds heard about this good news. The good news, a Savior 
is born. Born into our heart, if we heard and believe. Ask am I like the angels proclaiming this good 
news.  Jesus is good news for our world today. Proclaim, in your way, this good news, to our world.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
 

Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas 
Have yourself a merry little Christmas, Let your heart be light. 

From now on, our troubles will be out of sight. 

 
TODAY’S BIBLE READING:  
Luke 10:38–42 (NLT) [38] As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came 
to a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. [39] Her sister, Mary, 
sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. [40] But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she 
was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits 
here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.” [41] But the Lord said to her, “My dear 
Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details! [42] There is only one thing worth being 
concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.”  
 
DEVOTIONAL: 
Christmas can seem like a rat race at times. There is the hectic last-minute shopping at crowded 
stores, seeking the perfect online gift, stressing over whether the gift will actually arrive on time, 
decorating of the house, planning parties and preparing for your extended family take over your house 
for the day. It is easy to get lost in the busyness of Christmas, and to miss the things that are most 
important. 
 
Mary and Martha can relate. One day Jesus and the disciples came to visit. Immediately, Martha got 
busy. Busy cleaning the house. Busy preparing food. Busy ensuring everything was just right. Mary, on 
the other hand, sat with Jesus and focused on learning from Him. Martha’s growing frustration finally 
overflowed, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 
Luke 10:40. 
 
Jesus responds by not telling Martha what she was doing was wrong; it wasn’t. Instead, He points her 
to a greater reality, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42 but one thing 
is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 
 
This Christmas don’t miss out on what is greater. Chose to engage and embrace Jesus. 

 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 
 

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men, 

from heaven's all-gracious King." 
 
TODAY’S BIBLE READING:  
Luke 2:13–15 (NLT) [13] Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of 
heaven—praising God and saying, [14] “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those 
with whom God is pleased.” [15] When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each 
other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  
 
DEVOTIONAL: 
When the angels first sang about peace on earth and goodwill to all men, the shepherds must have 
wondered what was going on. First, it’s not every day angels show up and sing. Second, first century 
Palestine was hardly a peaceful place. Rome ruled Israel with an iron first. Soldiers routinely walked the 



streets and imposed Roman rule as they willed. Religious leaders ranged from corrupt to overbearing. 
And shepherds. Well shepherds were at the bottom of the economic and social food chain. Hardly a 
peaceful existence.  
 
Yet, the angels proclaimed, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favor rests.” Don’t miss the connections in their words. Peace begins with God who resides in the 
highest heaven. A reference to the majesty, splendor, and power of God. Second, the peace of God 
extends to those on whom His favor rests. In other words, God’s peace is bestowed to those who turn 
to Christ thus experiencing God’s favor.  
 
May the peace born from union with Christ be upon you this Christmas. May the peace of Christ extend 
through you to those around you.  

 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17 
 

Mary Did You Know 
Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy would one day walk on water? 

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy would save our sons and daughters? 
Did you know that your Baby Boy has come to make you new? 

This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you. 
 
TODAY’S BIBLE READING:  
Luke 2:26–38 (NLT) [26] and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. [27] That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the 
baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, [28] Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and 
praised God, saying, [29] “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. 
[30] I have seen your salvation, [31] which you have prepared for all people. [32] He is a light to reveal 
God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!” [33] Jesus’ parents were amazed at what 
was being said about him. [34] Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, 
“This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been sent as a 
sign from God, but many will oppose him. [35] As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.” [36] Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. 
She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died 
when they had been married only seven years. [37] Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. [38] 
She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She 
talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.  
 
Luke 2:46–48 (NLT) [46] Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among the 
religious teachers, listening to them and asking questions. [47] All who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. [48] His parents didn’t know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to 
him, “why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, searching for you 
everywhere.”  
 
DEVOTIONAL: 
“How can this be…?” was Mary’s response after the angel informed her that she would become 
pregnant with the “Son of the Most High.” (vs. 32). I imagine the news came as quite a shock. But, for 
some reason unknown to her, God had chosen her to be Jesus’ mother. You have to wonder why she 
was chosen. Was she better than all the other women in Galilee? Was she more spiritual? Possess 
more virtue? Maybe. The Bible doesn’t tell us. It just says she “found favor” with God (vs. 30).  
 
Her words in verse 38 may be the most telling reason why God chose her. She said, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” Mary realized that her response, as God’s 
servant, was to do the will of God. 
 



Mary’s trust, humility and obedience led to her becoming the mother of Jesus; the One who healed the 
blind and lame, raised the dead, walked on water, died on the cross and rose from the grave.  As the 
song asks, “Mary, did you know” those things were in your son’s future. No, she didn’t know what was 
to come. She just knew she needed to be, “the servant of the Lord”. And for that, she was favored and 
blessed. 
 
God is still desiring to favor and bless those who are willing to respond to God in trust, humility and 
obedience. Oh, we may not see or hear the voice of an angel, but God has much that He wants you to 
accomplish through us for His purposes and glory. But it is essential we have the same response as 
Mary. Trust. Humility. Obedience. Acceptance. God will favor people with those qualities. 
 
Why not make this Christmas a time when you respond to God’s promptings? Do you need to 
surrender your life to Him? Is He calling you to do something different in your life? Is there a 
relationship that needs mended? Are their personal decisions that need to be made? Maybe doubts 
and fears are keeping you from stepping out in faith. This would be a great time to rely on Him to take 
care of the questions you may have about the future. Mary didn’t have all the answers, and neither will 
you. But one thing for sure, Emmanuel (God with us) will be right beside you, favoring you with His 
strength, wisdom and protection along the way. He is sure to lead you to indescribable blessings that 
will not just benefit you, but those around you, and in so doing God will be pleased and honored by your 
trust, humility, and obedience. 
 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
TODAY’S BIBLE READING:  
Isaiah 7:14 (NLT) [14] All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will 
conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).  
 
Matthew 1:23 (NLT) [23] “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’ ”  
 
DEVOTIONAL: 
Time after time, the Israelites found themselves separated from God - always by their own doing. And 
God would eventually deliver them, only to be betrayed by His chosen people again. So, we find two 
constant themes in the Old Testament. First, the Israelites, no matter how hard they tried, were 
unfaithful to God. Second, God remained faithful and fulfilled the promises He made to them. 
 
Through His prophets, God made many promises. Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Emmanuel.” The name Emmanuel translates as “God with us.” It’s a remarkable promise - the Ultimate 
Being and Creator of the Universe promising to make Himself physically present with the people who 
have proven themselves unworthy. 
 
In one of the most somber Christmas songs, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, there is an embraced 
tension within Israel. They are in exile, separated from God yet again. With a sober perspective, they 
choose to rejoice in the promise God has made to them. With nothing else to cling to, in the midst of 
desperation and loneliness, they recall and proclaim the promise that God would be with them - 
knowing that, in spite of their unfaithfulness, God is faithful to His promises. 
 
No one could have expected a baby in a manger to be the start of God’s perfect plan to be “with us.” 
And yet, that is exactly how God fulfilled His promise. When you feel a sense of exile or separation from 
God, Rejoice, for Emmanuel is still with you. 



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 

Away In A Manger 
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed; 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 
 
 
TODAY’S BIBLE READING:  
Luke 2:6–7 (NLT) [6] And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. [7] She gave 
birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no lodging available for them.  
 
DEVOTIONAL: 
The King of Kings and Lord of Lords is born in a manger with not so much as a bed to lie on. The 
humble beginnings of our Lord’s life remind us that God favors the humble and grateful not the proud 
and greedy. Yes, Jesus could have been born in a palace. Yes, He could have been born to a wealthy 
merchant. Yes, He could have been born to a king. But in the Father’s wisdom, Christ was born in a 
manger to a poor Jewish family. 
 
Later, James the brother of Jesus, would pick up on Jesus’ example and say, And he gives grace 
generously. As the Scriptures say, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. James 4:6 
(NLT). James experienced that firsthand in watching Jesus grow up, proclaim Himself Messiah, die on 
a cross and rise from the dead. But I would imagine that the truth of what Jesus did became real to 
James when he yielded to Jesus, his brother, for salvation. 
 
Christmas is a time to remember. To remember the humble birth of Jesus. To remember that Jesus 
was born to a poor family. To remember no one of that prevented Him from fulfilling the purpose His 
Father had for Him.  
 
The last verse of the song asks Jesus to be near us, to remain with us, to love us and finally to one day 
take us to heaven to live with Him there. How glorious and beautiful is the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We celebrate His birth and the life that was given to us by Him through His life, death, and 
resurrection. 
 


