
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21 – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
 
We are currently encouraging our congregation to add to their Bible Reading plan a daily devotional 

written by Dave Besecker.  Alongside is a 32 Day Daily Devotional that will encourage and challenge 

you on your spiritual journey.  If you would like a printed cope of ALONGSIDE, please contact the 
church office at info@otterbeinchurch.org or call 717-762-7147 x222. 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
 

READ:  
Hebrews 12:1–13 (NLT) [1] Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to 
the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us 
up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. [2] We do this by keeping our eyes 
on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. 
[3] Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and give up. 
[4] After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin. [5] And have you forgotten 
the encouraging words God spoke to you as his children? He said, “My child, don’t make light of the 
LORD’s discipline, and don’t give up when he corrects you. [6] For the LORD disciplines those he loves, 
and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.” [7] As you endure this divine discipline, remember 
that God is treating you as his own children. Who ever heard of a child who is never disciplined by its 
father? [8] If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, it means that you are illegitimate 
and are not really his children at all. [9] Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined us, 
shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, and live forever? [10] For 
our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s discipline is 
always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. [11] No discipline is enjoyable while it is 
happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are 
trained in this way. [12] So take a new grip with your tired hands and strengthen your weak knees. [13] 
Mark out a straight path for your feet so that those who are weak and lame will not fall but become 
strong.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
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PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
 

READ:  
Hebrews 12:14–28 (NLT) [14] Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life, for 
those who are not holy will not see the Lord. [15] Look after each other so that none of you fails to 
receive the grace of God. Watch out that no poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, 
corrupting many. [16] Make sure that no one is immoral or godless like Esau, who traded his birthright 
as the firstborn son for a single meal. [17] You know that afterward, when he wanted his father’s 
blessing, he was rejected. It was too late for repentance, even though he begged with bitter tears. [18] 
You have not come to a physical mountain, to a place of flaming fire, darkness, gloom, and whirlwind, 
as the Israelites did at Mount Sinai. [19] For they heard an awesome trumpet blast and a voice so 
terrible that they begged God to stop speaking. [20] They staggered back under God’s command: “If 
even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” [21] Moses himself was so 
frightened at the sight that he said, “I am terrified and trembling.” [22] No, you have come to Mount 
Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless thousands of angels in a 
joyful gathering. [23] You have come to the assembly of God’s firstborn children, whose names are 
written in heaven. You have come to God himself, who is the judge over all things. You have come to 
the spirits of the righteous ones in heaven who have now been made perfect. [24] You have come to 
Jesus, the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, and to the sprinkled blood, 
which speaks of forgiveness instead of crying out for vengeance like the blood of Abel. [25] Be careful 
that you do not refuse to listen to the One who is speaking. For if the people of Israel did not escape 
when they refused to listen to Moses, the earthly messenger, we will certainly not escape if we reject 
the One who speaks to us from heaven! [26] When God spoke from Mount Sinai his voice shook the 
earth, but now he makes another promise: “Once again I will shake not only the earth but the heavens 
also.” [27] This means that all of creation will be shaken and removed, so that only unshakable things 
will remain. [28] Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please 
God by worshiping him with holy fear and awe.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
 
READ:  
Hebrews 13 (NLT) [1] Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. [2] Don’t forget to show 
hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have entertained angels without realizing it! [3] 
Remember those in prison, as if you were there yourself. Remember also those being mistreated, as if 
you felt their pain in your own bodies. [4] Give honor to marriage, and remain faithful to one another in 
marriage. God will surely judge people who are immoral and those who commit adultery. [5] Don’t love 
money; be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, “I will never fail you. I will never abandon 
you.” [6] So we can say with confidence, “The LORD is my helper, so I will have no fear. What can mere 
people do to me?” [7] Remember your leaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good 
that has come from their lives, and follow the example of their faith. [8] Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. [9] So do not be attracted by strange, new ideas. Your strength comes 
from God’s grace, not from rules about food, which don’t help those who follow them. [10] We have an 
altar from which the priests in the Tabernacle have no right to eat. [11] Under the old system, the high 
priest brought the blood of animals into the Holy Place as a sacrifice for sin, and the bodies of the 
animals were burned outside the camp. [12] So also Jesus suffered and died outside the city gates to 
make his people holy by means of his own blood. [13] So let us go out to him, outside the camp, and 
bear the disgrace he bore. [14] For this world is not our permanent home; we are looking forward to a 
home yet to come. [15] Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, 
proclaiming our allegiance to his name. [16] And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in 
need. These are the sacrifices that please God. [17] Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. 
Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this 
with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit. [18] Pray for us, for our 
conscience is clear and we want to live honorably in everything we do. [19] And especially pray that I 
will be able to come back to you soon. [20] Now may the God of peace— who brought up from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, and ratified an eternal covenant with his 
blood— [21] may he equip you with all you need for doing his will. May he produce in you, through the 
power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to him. All glory to him forever and ever! Amen. 
[22] I urge you, dear brothers and sisters, to pay attention to what I have written in this brief exhortation. 
[23] I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released from jail. If he comes here soon, I 
will bring him with me to see you. [24] Greet all your leaders and all the believers there. The believers 

from Italy send you their greetings. [25] May God’s grace be with you all.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 

 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
 
READ:  
Galatians 1:1–10 (NLT) [1] This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not appointed by any group of 
people or any human authority, but by Jesus Christ himself and by God the Father, who raised Jesus 
from the dead. [2] All the brothers and sisters here join me in sending this letter to the churches of 
Galatia. [3] May God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. [4] Jesus gave 
his life for our sins, just as God our Father planned, in order to rescue us from this evil world in which 
we live. [5] All glory to God forever and ever! Amen. [6] I am shocked that you are turning away so soon 
from God, who called you to himself through the loving mercy of Christ. You are following a different 
way that pretends to be the Good News [7] but is not the Good News at all. You are being fooled by 
those who deliberately twist the truth concerning Christ. [8] Let God’s curse fall on anyone, including us 
or even an angel from heaven, who preaches a different kind of Good News than the one we preached 
to you. [9] I say again what we have said before: If anyone preaches any other Good News than the 
one you welcomed, let that person be cursed. [10] Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of 
people, but of God. If pleasing people were my goal, I would not be Christ’s servant.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
 
READ:  
Galatians 1:11–24 (NLT) [11] Dear brothers and sisters, I want you to understand that the gospel 
message I preach is not based on mere human reasoning. [12] I received my message from no human 
source, and no one taught me. Instead, I received it by direct revelation from Jesus Christ. [13] You 
know what I was like when I followed the Jewish religion—how I violently persecuted God’s church. I 
did my best to destroy it. [14] I was far ahead of my fellow Jews in my zeal for the traditions of my 
ancestors. [15] But even before I was born, God chose me and called me by his marvelous grace. Then 
it pleased him [16] to reveal his Son to me so that I would proclaim the Good News about Jesus to the 
Gentiles. When this happened, I did not rush out to consult with any human being. [17] Nor did I go up 
to Jerusalem to consult with those who were apostles before I was. Instead, I went away into Arabia, 
and later I returned to the city of Damascus. [18] Then three years later I went to Jerusalem to get to 
know Peter, and I stayed with him for fifteen days. [19] The only other apostle I met at that time was 
James, the Lord’s brother. [20] I declare before God that what I am writing to you is not a lie. [21] After 
that visit I went north into the provinces of Syria and Cilicia. [22] And still the churches in Christ that are 
in Judea didn’t know me personally. [23] All they knew was that people were saying, “The one who 
used to persecute us is now preaching the very faith he tried to destroy!” [24] And they praised God 
because of me.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 



 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 

 
WEEKEND, FEBRUARY 26 
 
READ:  
Psalm 118 (NLT) [1] Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. [2] Let 
all Israel repeat: “His faithful love endures forever.” [3] Let Aaron’s descendants, the priests, repeat: 
“His faithful love endures forever.” [4] Let all who fear the LORD repeat: “His faithful love endures 
forever.” [5] In my distress I prayed to the LORD, and the LORD answered me and set me free. [6] The 
LORD is for me, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me? [7] Yes, the LORD is for me; he 
will help me. I will look in triumph at those who hate me. [8] It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to 
trust in people. [9] It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes. [10] Though hostile 
nations surrounded me, I destroyed them all with the authority of the LORD. [11] Yes, they surrounded 
and attacked me, but I destroyed them all with the authority of the LORD. [12] They swarmed around me 
like bees; they blazed against me like a crackling fire. But I destroyed them all with the authority of the 
LORD. [13] My enemies did their best to kill me, but the LORD rescued me. [14] The LORD is my strength 
and my song; he has given me victory. [15] Songs of joy and victory are sung in the camp of the godly. 
The strong right arm of the LORD has done glorious things! [16] The strong right arm of the LORD is 
raised in triumph. The strong right arm of the LORD has done glorious things! [17] I will not die; instead, 
I will live to tell what the LORD has done. [18] The LORD has punished me severely, but he did not let 
me die. [19] Open for me the gates where the righteous enter, and I will go in and thank the LORD. [20] 
These gates lead to the presence of the LORD, and the godly enter there. [21] I thank you for answering 
my prayer and giving me victory! [22] The stone that the builders rejected has now become the 
cornerstone. [23] This is the LORD’s doing, and it is wonderful to see. [24] This is the day the LORD has 
made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. [25] Please, LORD, please save us. Please, LORD, please give 
us success. [26] Bless the one who comes in the name of the LORD. We bless you from the house of 
the LORD. [27] The LORD is God, shining upon us. Take the sacrifice and bind it with cords on the altar. 
[28] You are my God, and I will praise you! You are my God, and I will exalt you! [29] Give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever.  
 
REFLECT: 
1. What are the truths and/or principles that stood out to you from what you just read? 
2. Is there anything you believe God would want you to do in response to today’s scripture reading? 
3. Is there any sin you need to confess to God and/or to others that God revealed to you through what 

you just read? 
 
PRAY: 
-  Tell God at least one thing you love and appreciate about who He is 
-  Thank God for something that happened in your life yesterday 
-  Pray for at least one other person 
-  Pray for yourself and commit to God your cares and concerns 
-  Ask God to help you become more like Jesus today and open the doors for you to encourage and 

help someone else in Jesus’ name. 
 


