
DESPERATE—To have a great need or desire for something.  A craving, a longing, a thirst that you                 
                  can’t satisfy on your own. 
 
BIG TRUTH # 1—IT IS A GOOD THING TO BE DESPERATE FOR GOD. 

 

Philippians 4:19 (NLT) [19] And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which 
have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 
 

Psalm 63:1-5 (NLT) [1] O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you; my whole body longs for you in 
this parched and weary land where there is no water. [2] I have seen you in your sanctuary and gazed upon your power and glory. 
[3] Your unfailing love is better than life itself; how I praise you! [4] I will praise you as long as I live, lifting up my hands to you in 
prayer. [5] You satisfy me more than the richest feast. I will praise you with songs of joy.  
 

BIG TRUTH # 2—WE ALL NEED TO ADMIT WE ARE DESPERATE FOR GOD. 
 

FOUR WAYS WE ARE DESPERATE FOR GOD: 
 

1) We are all desperate for a God who ______________________________________. 
 

Job 38:33–38 (NLT) [33] Do you know the laws of the universe? Can you use them to regulate the earth? [34] “Can you shout to 
the clouds and make it rain? [35] Can you make lightning appear and cause it to strike as you direct? [36] Who gives intuition to the 
heart and instinct to the mind? [37] Who is wise enough to count all the clouds? Who can tilt the water jars of heaven [38] when the 
parched ground is dry and the soil has hardened into clods? 
 

Hebrews 1:3a (NLT) [3] The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything 
by the mighty power of his command.  
 

2) We are all desperate for a God who ______________________________________. 
 

Romans 3:23 (NLT) [23] For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 

Romans 6:23 (NLT) [23] For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

John 14:6 (NLT) [6] Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me. 
 

Romans 10:9 (NLT) [9] If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. 
 
 

BIG TRUTH # 3—THE ANSWER TO OUR DESPERATE NEED FOR A SAVIOR IS FOUND  
                                     ONLY IN JESUS. 
 
3) We are desperate for a God who will ______________________________________. 

 

John 10:14–15 (NLT) [14] “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, [15] just as my Father knows me 
and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 
 
 

4) We are all desperate for a God who ___________________________________________. 
 

 a) ______________________ that trusting God produces strength. 
 

Isaiah 40:31 (NLT) [31] But those who trust in the LORD will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will 
run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint. 
 

 



Jeremiah 17:7–8 (NLT) [7] “But blessed are those who trust in the LORD and have made the LORD their hope and confidence. [8] 
They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat or 
worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and they never stop producing fruit. 

 
BIG TRUTH # 4—IF WE TRUST IN GOD, WE WILL NOT ONLY BE STRONGER, BUT ALSO BLESSED. 
 
 b) _________________________ close to Him at all times. 

 
John 15:4–5 (NLT) [4] Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and 
you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. [5] “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in 
them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 

 
 

 c) ____________________ on God’s strength and not our own. 
 

2 Corinthians 12:9b–10 (NLT) “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. [10] That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

BIG TRUTH # 5—I’M WEAK...GOD IS STRONG 
 

Matthew 11:28 (NLT) [28] Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 
 

Psalm 50:15 (NLT) [15] Then call on me when you are in trouble, and I will rescue you, and you will give me glory.” 
 

BIG TRUTH # 6—IT’S TIME TO GET DESPERATE FOR GOD! 
 

Isaiah 41:13 (NLT) [13] For I hold you by your right hand— I, the LORD your God. And I say to you, ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here to 
help you. 
 

2 Corinthians 6:2 (NLT) [2] For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the 
“right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation. 
 
 
 

 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment to 
speak with one of our pastors.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or request materials and  
find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on our website at 
www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


