
 

TODAY’S PRINCIPLE:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Jeremiah 29:10–14 (NLT) [10] This is what the LORD says: “You will be in Babylon for seventy years. But then I 
will come and do for you all the good things I have promised, and I will bring you home again. [11] For I know 
the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a 
hope. [12] In those days when you pray, I will listen. [13] If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. 
[14] I will be found by you,” says the LORD. “I will end your captivity and restore your fortunes. I will gather you 
out of the nations where I sent you and will bring you home again to your own land.” 
 

Ephesians 2:8–10 (NLT) [8] God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; 
it is a gift from God. [9] Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast 
about it. [10] For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 
things he planned for us long ago. 

 
SIX THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND: 
 
1) Seek God’s _________________________________________ in determining a good plan of action. 

 

Nehemiah 2:11–12a (NLT) [11] So I arrived in Jerusalem. Three days later, [12] I slipped out during the night, 
taking only a few others with me. I had not told anyone about the plans God had put in my heart for 
Jerusalem.  

 
a) ______________________ about it and ask God to help you. 
 
b) Filter your ideas and plan through the ____________________________________________________. 
 
c) Seek the ____________________________________________ you can trust to tell you the truth. 

 

Proverbs 15:22 (NLT) [22] Plans go wrong for lack of advice; many advisers bring success. 
 

Luke 14:31 (NLT) [31] “Or what king would go to war against another king without first sitting down with his 
counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000 soldiers marching against him? 
 

2) ______________________________________________ to God. 
 

Proverbs 16:3 (NLT) [3] Commit your actions to the LORD, and your plans will succeed. 
 

Proverbs 16:9 (NLT) [9] We can make our plans, but the LORD determines our steps. 
 
 

3) _____________________________________ to join you in accomplishing the plan. 
 

Nehemiah 2:3–9 (NLT) [3] but I replied, “Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For the city where my 
ancestors are buried is in ruins, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.” [4] The king asked, “Well, how can I 
help you?” With a prayer to the God of heaven, [5] I replied, “If it please the king, and if you are pleased with 
me, your servant, send me to Judah to rebuild the city where my ancestors are buried.” [6] The king, with the 
queen sitting beside him, asked, “How long will you be gone? When will you return?” After I told him how long 
I would be gone, the king agreed to my request. [7] I also said to the king, “If it please the king, let me have 
letters addressed to the governors of the province west of the Euphrates River, instructing them to let me 
travel safely through their territories on my way to Judah. [8] And please give me a letter addressed to Asaph, 
the manager of the king’s forest, instructing him to give me timber. I will need it to make beams for the gates 



of the Temple fortress, for the city walls, and for a house for myself.” And the king granted these requests, 
because the gracious hand of God was on me. [9] When I came to the governors of the province west of the 
Euphrates River, I delivered the king’s letters to them. The king, I should add, had sent along army officers and 
horsemen to protect me. 
 

4) Be willing to _____________________________ and do whatever needs done to accomplish the plan. 
 

Nehemiah 5:14–19 (NLT) [14] For the entire twelve years that I was governor of Judah—from the twentieth 
year to the thirty-second year of the reign of King Artaxerxes—neither I nor my officials drew on our official 
food allowance. [15] The former governors, in contrast, had laid heavy burdens on the people, demanding a 
daily ration of food and wine, besides forty pieces of silver. Even their assistants took advantage of the people. 
But because I feared God, I did not act that way. [16] I also devoted myself to working on the wall and refused 
to acquire any land. And I required all my servants to spend time working on the wall. [17] I asked for nothing, 
even though I regularly fed 150 Jewish officials at my table, besides all the visitors from other lands! [18] The 
provisions I paid for each day included one ox, six choice sheep or goats, and a large number of poultry. And 
every ten days we needed a large supply of all kinds of wine. Yet I refused to claim the governor’s food 
allowance because the people already carried a heavy burden. [19] Remember, O my God, all that I have done 
for these people, and bless me for it. 

 
5) Adjust your plan when _______________________________________________ and you are faced with 

unexpected obstacles. 
 

Nehemiah 4:14–23 (NLT) [14] Then as I looked over the situation, I called together the nobles and the rest of 
the people and said to them, “Don’t be afraid of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is great and glorious, 
and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes!” [15] When our enemies 
heard that we knew of their plans and that God had frustrated them, we all returned to our work on the wall. 
[16] But from then on, only half my men worked while the other half stood guard with spears, shields, bows, 
and coats of mail. The leaders stationed themselves behind the people of Judah [17] who were building the 
wall. The laborers carried on their work with one hand supporting their load and one hand holding a weapon. 
[18] All the builders had a sword belted to their side. The trumpeter stayed with me to sound the alarm. [19] 
Then I explained to the nobles and officials and all the people, “The work is very spread out, and we are widely 
separated from each other along the wall. [20] When you hear the blast of the trumpet, rush to wherever it is 
sounding. Then our God will fight for us!” [21] We worked early and late, from sunrise to sunset. And half the 
men were always on guard. [22] I also told everyone living outside the walls to stay in Jerusalem. That way they 
and their servants could help with guard duty at night and work during the day. [23] During this time, none of 
us—not I, nor my relatives, nor my servants, nor the guards who were with me—ever took off our clothes. We 
carried our weapons with us at all times, even when we went for water. 

 
6) Keep your _________________________________________ and trust Him to help you accomplish His 

plan. 
 

Nehemiah 4:14 (NLT) [14] Then as I looked over the situation, I called together the nobles and the rest  
of the people and said to them, “Don’t be afraid of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is great and 
glorious, …”  

 
 
 

GET TO KNOW JESUS BETTER BY FOLLOWING THE 
“JESUS—LIVING HOPE” DAILY BIBLE READING PLAN 

The Bible Reading Plan is available on the OC App, otterbeinchurch.org, and at  
facebook.com/groups/ocdevotionals (click on “join” to have it appear on your newsfeed). 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 

 


