
 

TODAY’S PRINCIPLE:        ___________________________________________________ 
 

TWO THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND ABOUT PRAYER: 
 
1) We should pray as an _____________________________________________________. 
 

Philippians 4:6–7 (NLT) [6] Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you 
need, and thank him for all he has done. [7] Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we 
can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 

 
2) _______________________________________ require regular two-way communication. 

 

Hebrews 4:12 (NLT) [12] For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged 
sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and 
desires. 
 

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NLT) [16] All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to 
make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 
[17] God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NLT) [17] Never stop praying. 
 
FIVE THINGS WE LEARN FROM NEHEMIAH ABOUT PRAYER: 
 

1) Prayer helps us to understand and know _______________________________________. 
 

Nehemiah 1 (NLT) [1] These are the memoirs of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah. In late autumn, in the month of 
Kislev, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes’ reign, I was at the fortress of Susa. [2] Hanani, one of my 
brothers, came to visit me with some other men who had just arrived from Judah. I asked them about the Jews 
who had returned there from captivity and about how things were going in Jerusalem. [3] They said to me, 
“Things are not going well for those who returned to the province of Judah. They are in great trouble and 
disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been torn down, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.” [4] When I 
heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God of heaven. [5] 
Then I said, “O LORD, God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps his covenant of unfailing love 
with those who love him and obey his commands, [6] listen to my prayer! Look down and see me praying 
night and day for your people Israel. I confess that we have sinned against you. Yes, even my own family and I 
have sinned! [7] We have sinned terribly by not obeying the commands, decrees, and regulations that you 
gave us through your servant Moses. [8] “Please remember what you told your servant Moses: ‘If you are 
unfaithful to me, I will scatter you among the nations. [9] But if you return to me and obey my commands and 
live by them, then even if you are exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the place I have 
chosen for my name to be honored.’ [10] “The people you rescued by your great power and strong hand are 
your servants. [11] O Lord, please hear my prayer! Listen to the prayers of those of us who delight in honoring 
you. Please grant me success today by making the king favorable to me. Put it into his heart to be kind to me.” 
In those days I was the king’s cup-bearer. 
 

James 1:5 (NLT) [5] If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke 
you for asking. 
 

Isaiah 55:8–9 (NLT) [8] “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. “And my ways are far 
beyond anything you could imagine. [9] For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are 
higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 



2) ___________________________________ and acknowledging past failures should be included in your 
prayers. 

 

Matthew 6:9–15 (NLT) [9] Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. [10] May your 
Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. [11] Give us today the food we need, 
[12] and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us. [13] And don’t let us yield to 
temptation, but rescue us from the evil one. [14] “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will forgive you. [15] But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
 

1 John 1:9 (NLT) [9] But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all wickedness. 

 
3) We should pray for God’s _____________________________________________ when facing challenges 

and problems. 
 

Nehemiah 2:2–5 (NLT) [2] So the king asked me, “Why are you looking so sad? You don’t look sick to me. You 
must be deeply troubled.” Then I was terrified, [3] but I replied, “Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For 
the city where my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.” [4] The king 
asked, “Well, how can I help you?” With a prayer to the God of heaven, [5] I replied, “If it please the king, and if 
you are pleased with me, your servant, send me to Judah to rebuild the city where my ancestors are buried.” 

 

Nehemiah 4:1–5 (NLT) [1] Sanballat was very angry when he learned that we were rebuilding the wall. He 
flew into a rage and mocked the Jews, [2] saying in front of his friends and the Samarian army officers, “What 
does this bunch of poor, feeble Jews think they’re doing? Do they think they can build the wall in a single day 
by just offering a few sacrifices? Do they actually think they can make something of stones from a rubbish 
heap—and charred ones at that?” [3] Tobiah the Ammonite, who was standing beside him, remarked, “That 
stone wall would collapse if even a fox walked along the top of it!” [4] Then I prayed, “Hear us, our God, for we 
are being mocked. May their scoffing fall back on their own heads, and may they themselves become captives 
in a foreign land! [5] Do not ignore their guilt. Do not blot out their sins, for they have provoked you to anger 
here in front of the builders.” 
 

Nehemiah 4:6–9 (NLT) [6] At last the wall was completed to half its height around the entire city, for the 
people had worked with enthusiasm. [7] But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs, Ammonites, and 
Ashdodites heard that the work was going ahead and that the gaps in the wall of Jerusalem were being 
repaired, they were furious. [8] They all made plans to come and fight against Jerusalem and throw us into 
confusion. [9] But we prayed to our God and guarded the city day and night to protect ourselves. 

 

Matthew 6:5–8 (NLT) [5] “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street 
corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will 
ever get. [6] But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in 
private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. [7] “When you pray, don’t babble on and on as 
the Gentiles do. They think their prayers are answered merely by repeating their words again and again. [8] 
Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him! 
 

Luke 11:5–10 (NLT) [5] Then, teaching them more about prayer, he used this story: “Suppose you went to a 
friend’s house at midnight, wanting to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him, [6] ‘A friend of mine has 
just arrived for a visit, and I have nothing for him to eat.’ [7] And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, ‘Don’t 
bother me. The door is locked for the night, and my family and I are all in bed. I can’t help you.’ [8] But I tell you 
this—though he won’t do it for friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking long enough, he will get up and give 
you whatever you need because of your shameless persistence. [9] “And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you 
will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be 
opened to you. [10] For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, 
the door will be opened. 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 



4) Prayer should be accompanied by _________________________________________ when confronting 
challenges and problems. 

 

Nehemiah 4:7–9 (NLT) [7] But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs, Ammonites, and Ashdodites 
heard that the work was going ahead and that the gaps in the wall of Jerusalem were being repaired, they 
were furious. [8] They all made plans to come and fight against Jerusalem and throw us into confusion. [9] 
But we prayed to our God and guarded the city day and night to protect ourselves. 

 
 

5) God’s answer to our prayers may not include the _____________________________ of the challenges 
and problems. 

 

Psalm 139:23–24 (NLT) [23] Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
[24] Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life. 
 
James 1:2–4 (NLT) [2] Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. [3] For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to 
grow. [4] So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, 
needing nothing. 

 
Ephesians 3:20–21 (NLT) [20] Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, 
to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. [21] Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus 
through all generations forever and ever! Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GET TO KNOW JESUS BETTER BY FOLLOWING THE 
“JESUS—LIVING HOPE” DAILY BIBLE READING PLAN 

The Bible Reading Plan is available on the OC App, otterbeinchurch.org, and at  
facebook.com/groups/ocdevotionals (click on “join” to have it appear on your newsfeed). 


