
2 Chronicles 36:17–21 (NLT) 17So the LORD brought the king of Babylon against them. The Babylonians killed Judah’s 
young men, even chasing after them into the Temple. They had no pity on the people, killing both young men and 
young women, the old and the infirm. God handed all of them over to Nebuchadnezzar. 18The king took home to 
Babylon all the articles, large and small, used in the Temple of God, and the treasures from both the LORD’s Temple and 
from the palace of the king and his officials. 19Then his army burned the Temple of God, tore down the walls of 
Jerusalem, burned all the palaces, and completely destroyed everything of value. 20The few who survived were taken 
as exiles to Babylon, and they became servants to the king and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power. 
21So the message of the LORD spoken through Jeremiah was fulfilled. The land finally enjoyed its Sabbath rest, lying 
desolate until the seventy years were fulfilled, just as the prophet had said. 
 
2 Chronicles 36:22–23 (NLT) 22In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, the LORD fulfilled the prophecy he had given 
through Jeremiah. He stirred the heart of Cyrus to put this proclamation in writing and to send it throughout his 
kingdom: 23“This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: “The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth. He has appointed me to build him a Temple at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Any of you who are his people may 
go there for this task. And may the LORD your God be with you!” 
 
Nehemiah 1 (NLT) 1These are the memoirs of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah. In late autumn, in the month of Kislev, in the 
twentieth year of King Artaxerxes’ reign, I was at the fortress of Susa. 2Hanani, one of my brothers, came to visit me 
with some other men who had just arrived from Judah. I asked them about the Jews who had returned there from 
captivity and about how things were going in Jerusalem. 3They said to me, “Things are not going well for those who 
returned to the province of Judah. They are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been torn down, 
and the gates have been destroyed by fire.” 4When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I mourned, fasted, 
and prayed to the God of heaven. 5Then I said, “O LORD, God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps his 
covenant of unfailing love with those who love him and obey his commands, 6listen to my prayer! Look down and see 
me praying night and day for your people Israel. I confess that we have sinned against you. Yes, even my own family 
and I have sinned! 7We have sinned terribly by not obeying the commands, decrees, and regulations that you gave us 
through your servant Moses. 8“Please remember what you told your servant Moses: ‘If you are unfaithful to me, I will 
scatter you among the nations. 9But if you return to me and obey my commands and live by them, then even if you are 
exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the place I have chosen for my name to be honored.’ 10“The 
people you rescued by your great power and strong hand are your servants. 11O Lord, please hear my prayer! Listen to 
the prayers of those of us who delight in honoring you. Please grant me success today by making the king favorable to 
me. Put it into his heart to be kind to me.” In those days I was the king’s cup-bearer. 
 
Nehemiah 2:1–18 (NLT) 1Early the following spring, in the month of Nisan, during the twentieth year of King 
Artaxerxes’ reign, I was serving the king his wine. I had never before appeared sad in his presence. 2So the king asked 
me, “Why are you looking so sad? You don’t look sick to me. You must be deeply troubled.” Then I was terrified, 3but I 
replied, “Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For the city where my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and the gates 
have been destroyed by fire.” 4The king asked, “Well, how can I help you?” With a prayer to the God of heaven, 5I 
replied, “If it please the king, and if you are pleased with me, your servant, send me to Judah to rebuild the city where 
my ancestors are buried.” 6The king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked, “How long will you be gone? When will 
you return?” After I told him how long I would be gone, the king agreed to my request. 7I also said to the king, “If it 
please the king, let me have letters addressed to the governors of the province west of the Euphrates River, instructing 
them to let me travel safely through their territories on my way to Judah. 8And please give me a letter addressed to 
Asaph, the manager of the king’s forest, instructing him to give me timber. I will need it to make beams for the gates of 
the Temple fortress, for the city walls, and for a house for myself.” And the king granted these requests, because the 
gracious hand of God was on me. 9When I came to the governors of the province west of the Euphrates River, I 
delivered the king’s letters to them. The king, I should add, had sent along army officers and horsemen to protect me. 
10But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard of my arrival, they were very displeased 
that someone had come to help the people of Israel. 11So I arrived in Jerusalem. Three days later, 12I slipped out during 
the night, taking only a few others with me. I had not told anyone about the plans God had put in my heart for 



Jerusalem. We took no pack animals with us except the donkey I was riding. 13After dark I went out through the Valley 
Gate, past the Jackal’s Well, and over to the Dung Gate to inspect the broken walls and burned gates. 14Then I went to 
the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but my donkey couldn’t get through the rubble. 15So, though it was still dark, 
I went up the Kidron Valley instead, inspecting the wall before I turned back and entered again at the Valley Gate. 
16The city officials did not know I had been out there or what I was doing, for I had not yet said anything to anyone 
about my plans. I had not yet spoken to the Jewish leaders—the priests, the nobles, the officials, or anyone else in the 
administration. 17But now I said to them, “You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its 
gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!” 18Then I told them 
about how the gracious hand of God had been on me, and about my conversation with the king. They replied at once, 
“Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!” So they began the good work. 
 

TODAY’S MAIN PRINCIPLE:  
FINDING A SOLUTION TO YOUR CHALLENGES AND PROBLEMS IN LIFE 

_____________________________________________________. 

 
Six Things To Keep In Mind: 

 
1) Be open to _________________________________________ when facing problems and challenges. 
 
2) Ask God to show you the ___________________ you are to play. 
 
3) Believe you can ___________________________ than you think you can do. 

 
YOU CAN ALWAYS DO MORE THAN YOU THINK YOU CAN WHEN GOD’S  
HAND IS UPON YOU! 

 
4) Trust ______________________________________. 
 
5) Realize that ____________________________________ thoughts are normal. 

 
Nehemiah 2:1–3 (NLT) 1Early the following spring, in the month of Nisan, during the twentieth year of 
King Artaxerxes’ reign, I was serving the king his wine. I had never before appeared sad in his 
presence. 2So the king asked me, “Why are you looking so sad? You don’t look sick to me. You must 
be deeply troubled.” Then I was terrified, 3but I replied, “Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For 
the city where my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.” 

 
6) Keep your ___________________________ and don’t make things _____________________________. 

 

 
 
 

GET TO KNOW JESUS BETTER BY FOLLOWING THE 
“JESUS—LIVING HOPE” DAILY BIBLE READING PLAN 

The Bible Reading Plan is available on the OC App, otterbeinchurch.org, and at  
facebook.com/groups/ocdevotionals (click on “join” to have it appear on your newsfeed). 

For more information about what it means to begin a relationship with Jesus or what to do after making a decision to  
follow Him, stop at Guest Central in the lobby following the service, email us at info@otterbeinchurch.org, or call the church 
office at 717.762.7147 to set up an appointment.  You may also learn more about what it means to follow Jesus and/or  
request materials and find additional information to help you on your spiritual journey by clicking “Next Steps > Jesus” on 
our website at www.otterbeinchurch.org. 


