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CRWRC Vision / ENDS Statement
Communities that are involved in transformative practices that restore their relationships to God, 
neighbor and God’s creation. 

As CRWRC tries to achieve this, we face three major forces that negate our efforts with the most 
vulnerable population in this world:  DISASTER and POVERTY and INJUSTICE.  So how we 
address these?

Disaster Response
This is probably the most well-known response that CRWRC is involved in.  Currently, we are 
busy with organizing a response to the disaster that has happened in Joplan, Missouri where 116 
people so far have died.  The disaster response arm is very active with over 3000 volunteers a 
year who are placed in service in North America.  Internationally, we are still responding to 
disasters in Japan, Haiti and Pakistan.

Injustice and Poverty
The story of Violeta in Nicaragua is one that shows how CRWRC works with local leaders to 
address injustice and poverty.  It starts when her aunt Dania was 5 months pregnant and tested 
positive for HIV as part of a routine pregnancy exam.  This news devastated the family.  Dania’s 
husband left her and many of Violeta’s family distanced themselves from her.  Dania became the 
object of cruel jokes and ridicule.  But Violeta took her aunt into her care and provided for her 
needs.  As a result, the church invited Violeta as a part-time nurse, to participate in HIV training 
that was supported by CRWRC.  

The workshops that Violeta attended considered how churches and their members could learn 
more about HIV, fight stigmas related to the virus and support people living with it.  With mixed 
emotions, she accepted her role, and her life changed for the positive.  The workshop participants 
walked through a Biblical perspective on HIV and AIDS, challenging misconceptions, myths, 
and stigmas.  Violeta was introduced to some of the resources available to people who are living 
with HIV and laws designed to protect them.

Violeta did not waste time putting her training to work and was affirmed by receiving 
encouragement from her church.  She replicated the training with some church friends and in 
time, the congregation began to advocate for HIV-AIDS prevention as well as provide care for 
those living with HIV and AIDS in their community.  They collect food and clothing to share 
with those in need.  Violeta has had frank discussions with community youth in which she shares 
a Biblical model for healthy relationships.

When Violeta’s aunt Dania gave birth to her baby, she named her little girl Florita (Little 
Flower).  But unfortunately, Dania was not aware she could take medication to reduce the 
possibility of transferring the virus.  The little hope Dania and Violeta hung onto for Florita’s 



future was shattered when Florita was also tested positive for HIV.  The illness gradually took its 
course with Dania and she died, leaving eight-month-old Florita in Violeta’s care.  Violeta 
eventually adopted Florita as her own child, and Florita recently celebrated her 5th birthday.  She 
is living a perfectly normal life, is thriving at school and loved by her family.  She is surrounded 
by the love of extended family and church friends because today, being HIV-positive is no longer 
a reason for abandonment or ridicule.

Violeta is one of many brave women in Latin America, and in this case, she faced a challenge 
with determination, hard work and love.  Praise God for blessing the efforts of these women as 
they become role models for others in their families, churches and communities.

What does this story convey to us?
• It challenges us to stand with those who are living with HIV/AIDS
• It highlights how CRWRC is able to multiply impact through local leaders like Violeta. 

Through our work with local organizations and leaders we can spread the impact of 
training far and wide so that many people can overcome poverty and injustice.

CRWRC Collaborations Leverage for More
CRWRC is able to multiply its reach when it connects with other like-minded international 
organizations like those involved with Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB).  Last year with 
donations of just over $1m, CRWRC was able to manage about $10m worth of programming.

And although CIDA made a decision to not retain the proposal of CRWRC, we are blessed to 
receive $215,000 of transitional funding from CIDA and an outpouring of support from 
congregations to fill the budget gap of $800,000.  As of today, the amount that has been raised 
for the Harvest Hope campaign is $772,656, including the funds from CIDA.  We praise God for 
the generosity of congregations across Canada and USA!

Example of Leveraging for Impact
In Haiti, CRWRC has been blessed with just over $8m of support and this has been leveraged 
with another $6m of funding from other international agencies.  So far there are 1701 houses that 
have been built in 3 communities in the Leogane area. 

THANKS!
Special thanks to churches in this classis who have given very generous in terms of volunteers 
and offerings.  One of the congregations from Classis Chatham has the highest level of giving 
across Canada and US.  Another congregation that closed its doors, Forest CRC, also allocated 
much of their remaining assets towards CRWRC’s ministry.  And another congregation that was 
putting up a new building, dedicated a certain percentage of their funds to CRWRC so that both 
local and international ministry could be supported.  These are significant and powerful ways 
that CRWRC has felt the continuing assurance of God for the poor.  
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CRWRC Canada


