
Minutes of Classis Chatham
Tuesday, May 28, 2013 

at 9 am
East Christian Reformed Church, 

Strathroy, ON

1. Opening
Pastor Derek Bouma of the host church welcomed all and led in opening 
devotions based on supporting and encouraging each other to further God’s 
kingdom.  Delegates heard God’s Word, sang and prayed.

2. Credentials Committee
The Credentials Committee reported that all 28 churches were present.  All first-
time delegates signed the Covenant for Officebearers.

3. Declaration of Classis as Constituted
Pastor Bouma declared classis as constituted and invited the executive to take its 
place at the podium.  Pastor Henry Meinen of Sarnia-First is seated as 
chairperson for the day, and Pastor George Saylor of London-Connections is 
seated as vice-chairperson for the day.

4. Delegates
Church Pastor Elder Deacon
Aylmer Dirk Miedema Paul VandenBrink Lena Pasma
Blenheim Rick Faber Ida Vyn

Chatham-
   Calvary Chris Schievink Martin Bosveld Dick Griffioen
   First Jack Kerkhof Henry Postma Ineke Goossen
   Grace William Koopmans Bill Visser Myrna Panjer

Dresden John Moelker Clarence Nywening Scott Kramer
Essex Aaron Thompson Simon DuToit Jean Kuipers
Ingersoll Norman Visser Selia Koops** Hetty Benjamins**

London-
   Bethel Eric Groot-Nibbelink Peter Ott Mike Hamstra**
   Connections George Saylor Machiel (Mike) Talsma
   Forest City Rob Hogendoorn
   Good News Willemina Zwart Marianne Niezen
   Talbot Street Frances Cook Henry Bork

Mt. Brydges-
Hope CommunityPhil Apoll Henry Wieresma Jane Adema



St. Thomas-
   Destination Beth Fellinger Jane Schalk**
   Fellowship Harold Vyn** Margriet Linker**
   First George Lubbers** Wilma Dykstra

Sarnia-
   First Henry Meinen John Boot Shirley Kleine-

Deters**
   Living Hope Richard T. VanderVaart John Griffioen Evelyn Kreeft
   Redeemer Jack Westerhof Debbie Prange

Mel Mellema
Strathroy-
   East Derek Bouma Wick Hamstra
   Westmount Peter Hoytema Lydia DeRuiter

Tillsonburg Joel VanGurp Harry Schipper
Murray Rodenburg

Wallaceburg Josh Tuininga Gerrit Dykhouse Kevin DePooter**
Windsor- Darrell K, Edgar Al Rupke
Ambassador

Woodstock-
   Coventant Eric VanAndel

Bill Koehler
   Maranatha Ted VanderKooi Grace VandenDool**

Sid Tilstra
Wyoming Bill Hoogland Arnold Hoekstra Fred Verreon

 
**First-time delegates

5. Classical Youth Ministry Consultant Update
Pastor Beth Fellinger reported that work continues to determine a successful 
candidate for the position of Classical Youth Ministry Consultant.  It’s hoped a 
decision can be made by early June.
A motion to tentatively schedule a special classis meeting on Tuesday, July 9 at 7 
pm at East CRC, Strathroy to meet the successful candidate is carried.



6. Classical Ministries Committee
CMC Chair Machiel (Mike) Talsma reported for the committee.
Several motions were brought forward, seconded and carried
They are the following;

 Motion to approve the actions of the CMC on the outstanding credentials  
questions.

 Motion to re-appoint Bob Dieleman as Classical Auditor for 2013.
 Motion to increase Kelly Sibthorpe’s FTE in his role as Chaplain at Fanshawe 

College from .65 to .80
 Motion to appoint Rev. Josh Tuininga of Wallaceburg CRC as the CMC 

representative for the Student Fund Committee
 Amended motion to support Adrian deLange, David VanEyk, Marcel Kuiper and 

Nicole Veenkamp for the 2013-14 academic year at a total cost of $44,000   NB: 
Jennica Groot-Nibbelink has deferred her request for at least one academic year.

One motion was defeated;

 A motion that the chaplains at the University of Western Ontario and Fanshawe 
College have a standard invitation to present a brief report at every classis  
meeting is defeated.

 
One motion was tabled;

 A motion to extend the time of call for Rev. Elzo Tenyenhuis of Sarnia-Redeemer  
CRC for an additional year until 2014 is tabled until classis in September 2013 
with the understanding that Rev. Tenyenhuis’ existing status remain in place until  
that time.

7. Overture from Covenant CRC, Woodstock
(Scheduling at least one classis meeting each year on a Saturday)

The overture committee advised classis to accept and support the overture from 
Woodstock Coventant CRC to have at least one classis meeting on a Saturday 
each year for a three-year trial period with a possible classis-wide pulpit 
exchange for the Sunday following the Saturday meeting.
Classis delegates voted in favour of accepting the overture committee’s 
recommendation.
The particulars of the Saturday meeting will be worked out by the Classical 
Ministry Committee.



8. Prayer and Break
Pastor George Saylor led delegates in prayer prior to a 15-minute morning 
refreshment break.

9. Speakers

 Jenica Groot-Nibbelink (on behalf of Mike Wagenman) and Kelly Sibthorpe both  
updated classis about how God is powerfully working through their chaplaincy  
work at the University of Western Ontario and Fanshawe College respectively.

 Tammy Heidlbuurt of Diaconal Ministries of Canada presented a powerpoint  
presentation on the Diakonia Remixed Report and how the aim of the report is to  
strengthen the office of Deacons in the local church, classis and synod.  She  
challenged local congregations to continue the conversation within their  
individual councils and churches.

 Dr. Wylse van Dijik of the Calvin College Board of Governors reported to  
delegates that the cost of tuition and board will increase 4.9 per cent for the  
2013-14 academic year to $37,500 per student.  He also reported that student aid  
has increased by about $4 million.  
He says anticipated enrolment is up, but fewer Canadian students are choosing to  
study at Calvin, although about half of the Canadian students at the college are 
from Classis Chatham.  He also reported that donations are up by 17 per cent.

 Dr. William Koopmans updated delegates on the work of the World Communion  
of Reformed Churches and he challenged churches to consider an annual offering 
for this organization.  

10. Reports of Classical Committees
The chairperson gave delegates an opportunity to ask questions about the 
classical committee reports.  There were no questions

11. Reports of Church Plants
Pastor George Saylor of London-Connections and Pastor Beth Fellinger of St. 
Thomas-Destination both celebrated the good works of their respective emerging 
churches and challenged delegates to be bold in planting more churches in the 
future so that more and more seekers can be reached for Jesus Christ.

12. Prayers and Lunch
Pastor Richard VanderVaart prayed for our church plants, for those who have 
prepared our lunch and he prayed that we might be nourished by both the food 
and fellowship to follow.



13. Afternoon Devotions
Elder Wick Hamstra of the host church led afternoon devotions, based on a 
reflection from Max Lucado

14. Extension for Time of Call for Rev. Elzo Tenyenhuis

 A motion to reconsider an earlier motion (see item 6, Classical Ministry  
Committee report to extend the time of call for Rev. Elzo Tenyenhuis of Sarnia-
Redeemer CRC for an additional year until 2014 is carried.

 A subsequent motion to extend the time of call for Rev. Elzo Tenyenhuis of  
Sarnia-Redeemer CRC for an additional year until 2014 is carried.
The Synodical Deputies, Rev. Ralph Koops, Rev. Ron Fisher and Rev. Jerry J. 
Hoytema, concurred with the decision.

 Classis suggested that an oversight committee be formed to walk along Pastor  
Tenyenhuis.  Pastor Jack Kerkhof of Chatham-First CRC expressed an interest in  
being part of the oversight committee.

15. Credentials Committee Report (con’t)

 Aylmer CRC is concerned about Young Adults participation in church life.  
Referred to CMC.

 Sarnia-Redeemer CRC would like the Classis Chatham delegates to Synod 2013 
to support proposed article 45 (pg. 287 of agenda) motion that "each classis shall  
delegate one minister, one elder, one deacon and one other officebearer to the  
synod".  FYI to delegates

 Chatham-Grace CRC asked, "How does a church deal with the Privacy Act as  
related to finances?  Can the district Elder know about a district member's  
contribution to the church.  A discussion on the floor indicated that an elder  
should not be privy to specific dollar figures, but should know whether or not his  
members are tithing or not.

 Wyoming CRC asked "How does a church teach someone how  to lead another  
person to Christ?"

 Wyoming CRC deacons asked "Why deacons need to be at classis meetings?"
NB:  Due to a misunderstanding about how credentials are received, the two 
questions from Wyoming CRC were not reported by the credentials committee 
from the floor. They will both be referred to the Classical Ministry Committee for 
future consideration.



16. Church Visitors
Written reports are attached with the agenda

17. Church Counsellors

 Pastor Chris Schievink reported that Blenheim has voted in favour of calling a  
candidate who will go before Synod in June2013.

 Pastor Norman Visser reported that London-Talbot Street is being served by  
interim pastor, Gerald Hogeterp until June and the search for a full-time pastor  
continues.

 Elder Harold Vyn of St. Thomas-Fellowship reported the search for a full-time  
pastor continues.

 Pastor Peter Hoytema reported that interim pastor, Ed Visser, will continue to  
minister to Tillsonburg CRC for another year.

 Woodstock-Maranatha reported that they be voting on a potential call on Sunday,  
June 2, 2013.
NB; It was noted that Woodstock-Covenant will soon be vacant as Pastor Bob 
Loerts has accepted a call to a church in St. Catharines.  The CMC is instructed 
to determine a church counsellor for Woodstock-Covenant.

18. Voting for Back to God Ministries International
Voting for the Region 4 representative of BTGM took place and the results will be  
forwarded by the Stated Clerk to Synodical Services to be compiled with results 
from Classis’ Hamilton, Huron and Niagara to make up a final tally.

Classis Chaham results;
Rev. Everett J. Vander Horst  (30 votes) and Rev. Gregory A. Fluit  (21 votes)

19. Closing
Vice-Chair George Saylor thanked Chair Henry Meinen for his ability in 
navigating through the agenda.
Chair Henry Meinen prayed thanked all for their patience and grace and 
delegates sang “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

20. Adjournment
Classis adjourned at 2:30 pm to meet again in special session on Tuesday, July 9 
at 7 pm at East Christian Reformed Church in Strathroy, ON.  The next regularly 
scheduled meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 24,2013 D.V. at a 
location yet to be determined.


