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“Every why hath a wherefore.” That was Shakespeare’s poetic way of saying 
that very little happens by chance. Generally there is an agent behind an 
action. There is cause and effect. And to navigate life well, it is vital we 
understand both. If you want to effect a healthy heart, you need to know the 
causes of heart disease. Before a major purchase causes you to go into debt, 
you need to think about the effect it will have on your budget. If you want the 
peace of being close to God, you need to know what causes that effect. Again, 
to navigate life well, it is vital we understand cause and effect.  

•  
 

 

 

God grants the status of “saint” (which means “holy one”) to every believer. It 
might appear that status is of little practical value. If you achieve the status 
“billionaire” or “celebrity” or “senator” your life is going to be vastly different 
than most other people, most likely better. But if God calls you a saint, just like 
everyone else, you will struggle with trials, temptations, and sin. Being a saint 
does not make life easier. In some ways it makes life more difficult as we 
struggle against a world that is hostile toward Christ. This might lead us to ask, 
“Is it really that big a deal that God calls us saints?” 
 
For centuries, the Church has answered that question by celebrating the 
Festival of All Saints. This week we get a peek at the saints who have died and 
now live in the glory of Christ’s light. Through eyes of faith, we see the saints 
enjoying glory in the place where “there will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain” (Revelation 21:1-6). We realize what a precious gift this status of 
saint actually is. We understand that soon enough we shall join all the saints in 
that glorious  heavenly city. And that gives us amazing stamina to face the 
challenges of this world with the strength Christ gives to all his saints. 
 

 

WELCOME 
November 2, 2025 Worship Series: Cause/Effect  

Today’s Focus: 

Sainthood/Stamina 
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Opening Hymn 867 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (Ref): Constance Dever, b. 1960 
Tune: Constance Dever, b. 1960 
Text and tune: © 2018 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. Integrity Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
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In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 

against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have not loved you 

with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  I deserve your 

punishment both now and forever.  But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my 

sins with his innocent suffering and death.  Trusting in him, I pray: God, 

have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
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Glory to God in the Highest  

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Swedish 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
Tune: Public domain 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you have knit your people together into one holy Church, the 

body of Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow the example of your blessed 

saints in lives of faith and willing service and with them at last inherit the 

inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who love you; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

First Reading Revelation 21:1–6 

St. John is allowed to see the home of the saints, the new Jerusalem. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 149 
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Second Reading Hebrews 11:32–40 

For many Christians, their faith was the cause of pain and even death. They 
faced these troubles with amazing courage and stamina because they knew God 
has planned something better for his saints. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 7:15 

 

 
Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
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Gospel Luke 6:20–23 

Jesus teaches that the blessedness of being God’s saint is currently hidden from 
sight. Yet, one day, that blessedness shall be revealed. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

Hymn of the Day 889 Jerusalem the Golden 
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Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent., abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874–1934 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

WELS Connection 

 

Offering 

 

Hymn 880 For All the Saints 
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5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 

steals on the ear the distant triumph-song, 

and hearts are brave again and arms are strong. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

soon, soon, to faithful warriors cometh rest; 

sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

the King of glory passes on his way. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 

so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and 

comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 885 There Is a Higher Throne 
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980 
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 
  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Derek Bartelt  
Accompanist: Robert Joseph | Elder: Jerry Thompson  
Altar Guild: Gail Michnay | Projectionist: Spencer Sonnemann  
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1101 Logan Street 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
Phone: (262) 248-3374 

Email: church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
www.FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
  

SUNDAYS 
Worship| 9:00am 

1ST MONDAY OF THE MONTH 
Worship with Lord’s Supper | 6:30pm 

 
  

OUR STAFF 
  

Pastor Derek Bartelt               (cell) 262-215-0765  pastorbartelt@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
Principal Stephen Kamps     (cell) 414-213-8699 mrkamps@lakegenevachristian.com 
Office Administrator Steven Davis (cell) 262-903-7080  church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

OUR MISSION 
  

As a family of believers, the mission of First Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God by growing in 
the faith of our Savior Jesus Christ and by sharing the good news of His Word with others. 

  
  

OUR INVITATION 
  

It is a privilege for us to share with you the assurance Jesus offers about how imperfect people like us 
can enjoy a right relationship with our holy Creator. 

Our church services are designed to be Christ-centered worship and include three main elements: God 
speaks to us in His Word, we respond with praises and prayers, and we encourage each other. 
        We are eager to have you learn more about the Triune God and about our church.  If you are  
looking for a spiritual family in which you can be at home, please speak with our pastor. 


