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Not all wounds are bad. A skilled surgeon takes a deadly sharp scalpel and cuts 
through flesh and muscle. The result of that wound: not harm, but healing. In 
the same way, we often say that words cut us to the heart. Words can wound. 
Sometimes, however, those painful words provide the very healing we need. 

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 
Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is 
going to die. So, with a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus shares truths we need 
to hear, even though it hurts to hear them. In this series, we might not like 
everything that Jesus says. Yet, to ignore what Jesus teaches is to court eternal 
death. Hard as it may be, let us listen and take all that Jesus says to heart. For 
while Jesus speaks words that wound us, his intent is to heal our very soul. 
 
 

 

When it comes to the uncomfortable topic of who goes to heaven and who 
goes to hell, it is natural to want to avoid the issue. One way we do that is to 
direct our attention to more theoretical questions. 

“What is heaven like?” “How old will we be there?” Today someone asks, “Lord, 
are only a few going to be saved?” Jesus brushes all such questions aside. 
Instead, he answers the question we should be asking. “How might I be saved?” 
Jesus explains there is only one way—entering through a very narrow door. 
Jesus’ words cut deep! For he teaches that it is very easy to develop a false 
sense of security about our standing before God based on some superficial 
familiarity we have with him. Jesus warns that many who think they are on the 
path to heaven will end up shut out. These wounding words of Jesus provide 
healing, pushing us toward that narrow door: faith in him. 

WELCOME 
August 24, 2025 Worship Series: Wounds that Heal  

Today’s Focus: 

The Door Is Very Narrow 
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Opening Hymn 916 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–1878, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 

against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have not loved you 

with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  I deserve your 

punishment both now and forever.  But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my 

sins with his innocent suffering and death.  Trusting in him, I pray: God, 

have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
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Glory to God in the Highest 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282  
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and 

that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

First Reading Isaiah 66:18–24 

Many of those closest to God’s saving acts will reject them and perish. 
Meanwhile, many who seemed to be far from the kingdom will hear of God’s 
grace, believe, and be saved. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 103 

 

 

 
  

Praise the LORD, / my soul; 

   all my inmost being, praise his / holy name— 

who forgives / all your sins 

   and heals all your dis- / eases, 

who redeems your life / from the pit 

   and crowns you with love and com- / passion, 

who satisfies your desires / with good things 

   so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s.    Refrain 
  

The LORD is compassionate and / gracious, 

   slow to anger, abound- / ing in love. 

He does not treat us as our / sins deserve 

   or repay us according to our in- / iquities. 

For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth, 

   so great is his love for those who / fear him; 

as far as the east is / from the west, 

   so far has he removed our transgressions / from us. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 



10 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 12:18–24 

Entering the narrow door into eternal life has nothing to do with keeping the 
Law of Moses. It has everything to do with Jesus, the mediator of the new 
covenant, who paid for our sin with his blood. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 13:29 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282  
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Gospel Luke 13:22–30 

Jesus urges, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Hymn of the Day 698 Seek Where You May to Find a Way 
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Sermon 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through 

him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death 

and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering 

 

 



13 

 

The Sacrament 
 

Preface  

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in 

his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in 

glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made 

us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace 

you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became 

flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under 

law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life 

and immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive 

our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing 

for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks 

and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
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Distribution Hymn 798 I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt. 
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn 659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 

 

 

 
 

5 Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, 

and receive my grace and favor; 

those who feel no pain or ill 

need no physician’s help or skill.” 

 

6 Then hold fast with faith unshaken 

that this food is to be taken 

by the souls who are distressed, 

by hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 

7 Praise the Father, who from heaven 

unto us such food has given 

and, to mend what we have done, 

gave into death his only Son. 

 

 

8 If your heart this truth professes 

and your mouth your sin confesses, 

surely you will be his guest 

and at his banquet ever blest. 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20 

 

Closing Hymn 927 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 
  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Derek Bartelt | Accompanist: Robert Joseph   
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