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The Bible says Christians are different. Christians are people who believe in
Jesus as their Savior. But they often look the same as those who do not believe
in Jesus. How are Christians different? The answer is often something internal,
attitudes or perspectives that come only from the work of the Holy Spirit in
Word and sacrament. Ultimately, Christians are people who run to Christ for
forgiveness because they have failed to live perfect lives. As we receive the
mercy of Christ, it moves us to strive with all our being to do all the things that
Jesus says Christians do, things that make Christians different.

Today’s Focus:

Christians Answer Doubt with Faith

Wherever faith clings to the promises of God, doubt is always lingering. Doubt
asks the serpent’s garden question, “Did God really say?” People doubt God’s
care, God’s promises, or God’s providence.

The answer to doubt is not found in loud, dramatic demonstrations. The true
answer to doubt is found in the still small voice of our Savior God whispering
to us in his Word. Through Word and sacrament, Christ reaches out to us with
nail-scarred hands, proof of his great love. Jesus gently says, “Why did you
doubt?” Our faith is restored. Christians answer doubt with faith.
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Opening Hymn

513 In You Is Gladness
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Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastold, c. 1556-c. 1622
Text and tune: Public domain



In the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you
with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my
sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God,
have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory Be to God on High
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that
we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what you
want done; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading 1 Kings 19:9-18

The Lord answers Elijah’s doubt with the gentle whisper of a gracious promise.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day

Psalm 73

Refrain
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I am always / with you;

you hold me by my / right hand.
You guide me with your / counsel,

and afterward you will take me into / glory.

Whom have I in / heav'n but you?
And earth has nothing I desire be- / sides you.

My flesh and my / heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for- / ever.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the Holy / Spirit,

as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: The Draft Proposed Book of Common Prayer
Tune: Jack Noble White

Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1976 H. W. Gray Company. All rights assigned to and owned by Jubilate Music Group, LLC. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282



Secon

d Reading Romans 8:28-39

In all times, good or bad, God carries out his perfect plan for his glory and our
salvation.

The Wo

rd of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 11:1
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permissi ion: OneLicense no. 712282
Gospel Matthew 14:22-33

In the account of Peter walking on water, we see how quickly doubts arise, and

how gra

ciously Jesus answers them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



Text: Catharina A. von Schlegel, 1697-1752, abr.; tr. Ja

Tune: Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

ne L Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
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Hymn of the Day 847 Be Still, My Soul
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Sermon

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death
and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering
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The Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in
his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in
glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you
sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace.
Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the
incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from
eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit,
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your
Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father,
with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my = body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my -~ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

»

me.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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Distribution Hymn 849 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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Distribution Hymn

676 Take and Eat
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5  Iam the light that came into the world;
I am the light that darkness cannot hide;
I am the Morning Star that never sets;
lift up your face, in you my light will shine. (Refrain)

6 Iam the first and last, the Living One;
[ am the Lord who died that you might live;
I am the bridegroom, this my wedding song;
you are my bride, come to the marriage feast. (Refrain)

Text (sts. 1-6): James Quinn, SJ, 1919-2010; (Ref): Michael Joncas, b. 1951

Tune: Michael Joncas, b. 1951

Text (sts. 1-6): © 1969 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications; (Ref): © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Tune: ©1989 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our
love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and 4~ give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn

802 All Is Well
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Text: Steve Cook, b. 1958; Vikki Cook, b. 1960
Tune: Steve Cook, b. 1958; Vikki Cook, b. 1960
Textand tune: © 2012 Sovereign Grace Worship, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

Acknowledgments

Setting One from Christian Worship

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

19




N

FIRST LUTHERAN

CHURCH AND S5CHOOL

1101 Logan Street
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
Phone: (262) 248-3374
Email: church@FirstLutheranWELS.org
www.FirstLutheranWELS.org

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

SUNDAYS
Worship | 9:00am

15" MONDAY OF THE MONTH
Worship with Lord’s Supper | 6:30pm

OUR STAFF
Pastor Derek Bartelt (cell) 262-215-0765 pastorbartelt@FirstLutheranWELS.org
Principal Stephen Kamps (cell) 414-213-8699 mrkamps@ FirstLutheranWELS.org
Office Manager Steven Davis (cell) 262-903-7080 church@FirstLutheran WELS.org
OUR MISSION

As a family of believers, the mission of First Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God by growing in
the faith of our Savior Jesus Christ and by sharing the good news of His Word with others.

OUR INVITATION

It is a privilege for us to share with you the assurance Jesus offers about how imperfect people like us

can enjoy a right relationship with our holy Creator.
Our church services are designed to be Christ-centered worship and include three main elements: God

speaks to us in His Word, we respond with praises and prayers, and we encourage each other.
We are eager to have you learn more about the Triune God and about our church. If you are
looking for a spiritual family in which you can be at home, please speak with our pastor.



