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Worship Series: Exactly What | Need March 8, 2026

“I didn't know I needed that” is a common expression of surprise and
realization. It suggests that something, whether it’s a piece of information, a
lesson learned, or a newfound understanding, has come to light and is now
recognized as being essential or valuable, even if it wasn’t previously apparent.

Lent is the season of the Church Year when I recognize my greatest needs.
During Lent, I realize that in Christ all my greatest needs are met. God knows
what I need even when I don’t have any idea. The Holy Spirit makes it clear,
week after week, that if I lack Christ, I have nothing. But if [ have Christ, I have
exactly what I need.

Today’s Focus:

Water

I recognize my deep spiritual thirst. I long for a good relationship with God
and for everlasting life. I am tempted to satisfy that deep thirst with worldly
things, a strategy doomed to failure. I realize that my thirst is satisfied only by
the one who said, “Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.”
Jesus meets my greatest need.
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Opening Hymn 708 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
N 4 —

o — I T i !
W T i | e E—
S I |
1 Come, thou Fount of ev - ’ry  Dbless - ing, tune my heart to
2 Hith - er - to thy love has blessed me, thou hast drawn me
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt - or dai-ly I'm con -
) # —
Y o | il |
~M I | | | — ! i | | | |
%I—‘Ii | | | | | [ [ ] | |
[ S S
sing thy grace; streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas - ing,
to this place; and I know thy hand will lead me
strained to be! Let thy good - ness, like a fet - ter,
e : r— :m:clf
B, a2 o L, 1 e =
Py, | o ) —— '
call for songs of loud-est praise. Teach me some me - lo-dious
safe-ly home by thy good grace. Je - sus sought me when a
bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee: prone to  wan - der, Lord, I
) _# [r— i Iﬁl
it oo —
) —— ‘
son - net, sung by flam - ing tongues a - bove. Praise his
stran - ger, wan -dring from the fold of God; he, to
feel it, prone to leave the God I Ilove; here’s my
) # I N .
Y i | ol | | |

| | | | )
I | f
o o ij ' o z
name, I'm fixed up - on it, name of God’s re- deem-ing love.
res - cue me from dan - ger, bought me with his pre-cious blood.

heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth
Text and tune: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Confession

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our
hearts. We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. We
have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not
done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ
Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
Hymn 652 Lord, Have Mercy
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Lord, have mer - cy on us. on us. 3 For
Text: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Aaron Keyes, b. 1978; James Tealy, b. 1971; Matt Boswell, b. 1979
Tune: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Aaron Keyes, b. 1978; James Tealy, b. 1971; Matt Boswell, b. 1979
Text and tune: © Common Hymnal ing| Fathers, admin. Integi i om. Used by i OneLicense no. 712282
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have
gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Exodus 17:1-7

In his grace, God gives undeserving people water from a stone.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day

Psalm 95

Refrain
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Come, let us sing for joy / to the LORD;
let us shout aloud to the rock of our sal- / vation.
Let us come before him with thanks- / giving
and extol him with mu- / sic and song.
For the LORD is the / great God,
the great King a- / bove all gods.
In his hand are the depths / of the earth,
and the mountain peaks be- / long to him.
The sea is his, for he / made it,
and his hands formed the / dry land. Refrain

Come, let us bow down in / worship,
let us kneel before the LORD our / maker;
for he is our God and we are the people of his / pasture,
the flock under / his care.
Today, if only you would / hear his voice,
“Do not hard- / en your hearts
as you did at / Meribah,
as you did that day at Massah in the / wilderness.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain



Second Reading Romans 5:1-8

God’s love is poured into my heart like living water.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation John 4:13,14
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but whoever drinks the water I give them will nev - er  thirst.”
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Gospel John 4:5-26

Jesus calls a Samaritan woman to faith, providing living water for her thirsty
soul.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



Hymn of the Day 703 | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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I came to Je-sus as I was, so wea-ry, worn,and sad;
I came to Je - sus, and I drank of that life- giv - ing stream;
I lookedto Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing place, and he has made me glad.

my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
and in that light of life Il walk till trav-’ling days are done.

r, 18081889, alt.
n t. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death
and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering
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The Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on
the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn
by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you
sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace.
Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the
incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from
eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit,
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your
Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father,
with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my = body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my -~ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

»

me.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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Distribution Hymn

669 In This Holy, Blest Communion
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of the ban-quet, by the rich-ness of the feast.

Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963
Tun

Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

Tune: Public domain
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Distribution Hymn 850 It Is Well with My Soul
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taught me to say, it is  well, it is well with my soul.
help - less es - tate and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more: praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; e - ven so, it is well with my soul.
A Refrain . .
)7 | | | | | | | | |
Cge‘ée d o e o Agéafﬁf—ﬂf
It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 18281888, alt.
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 18381876 Text and tune: Public domain

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our
love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Hymn 839 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la-bors of my hands can ful-fill thy law’s de-mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring, sim - ply to thy cross I cling;
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res-pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
na-ked, come to thee for dress, help-less, look to thee for grace;
when I soar to worldsun-known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure: cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a - tone; thou must save and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or I die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778, alt.
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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