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The overarching theme for this year’s WELS 175th anniversary celebration is
“Christ Through Us.” We recognize God's many blessings to us over the years
of our synod's history. By God's grace, missionaries went out, churches were
planted, little children were welcome into God's family, and countless heard
the name of Jesus. For the blessings outpoured, we thank God. Over the next
three weeks, our worship follows this pattern:

e Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost Christ FOR Us
¢ Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Christ THROUGH Us
e Festival of The Reformation Christ WITH Us

Today’s Focus:

Christ THROUGH Us

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod is celebrating its 175th anniversary
in 2025 under the theme “Christ Through Us.” From one seminary in 1865, one
world mission in 1893, and 8oo congregations mostly in the Midwest as of 1965,
we can now easily see how Christ has worked through his good news of
salvation in Word and sacraments to move this body of believers to establish a
Scripture-based ministerial education system, world missions in 45 countries,
and more than 1,200 congregations across the United States. The “Christ
Through Us” theme will also inform the work of WELS in a ten-year detailed
plan to proclaim our Savior’s love. Today, the Lord calls us to pray boldly and
persistently--to joyfully go before the throne of grace with confidence that God
would bless our work. And why can we be so audacious as to go before God in
confident prayer? Because it is Christ THROUGH us.

SERVING IN GOD’s HOUSE TODAY

Presiding Minister: Pastor Derek Bartelt | Preaching Minister: Pastor Kenneth Frey
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Altar Guild: Kelly Schwartz | Projectionist: Brett Biwer



Opening Hymn
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In the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you
with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my
sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God,
have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us

pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Glory Be to God on High
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You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

God, our refuge and strength, have mercy on your church as we come in prayer
before you. Answer us not in judgment on our sins but in peace and
forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



First Reading Genesis 32:22-30

Jacob would be renamed "Israel, the one who wrestles with God." Christ now
invites us to wrestle with God in our prayers.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 100
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Text: William Kethe, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
Tune: Public domain



Second Reading 1 John 5:13-15

We can pray persistently because we have confidence in our salvation and
confident that our God hears us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation 1 Peter 5:7
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Cast all your anxie - ty on him because he cares for you.
Gospel Luke 18:1-8

If even a corrupt judge will listen because of persistence, how much more will our
Heavenly Father bring deliverance to those determined in prayer!

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



Hymn of the Day 797 1 Know My Faith Is Founded
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Sermon

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering
Hymn 855 The Church’s One Foundation
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es, with ev-’ry grace en-dued.
a-gainst both foe and trai - tor she ev - er shall pre - vail.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great Churchvic - to - rious shall be the Church at rest.

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Hymn

640 God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, alt.
Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863-1924
Text and tune: Public domain
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