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Worship Series: Unexpected Truths September 27, 2026

The opening lines of the United States Declaration of Independence boldly
assert that certain truths are “self-evident”—truths accessible to human reason
and widely recognized by observation of the world. Among these are that all
people are created equal and possess unalienable rights such as life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. The founders appealed to principles they
believed reasonable people could recognize simply by reflecting on human
nature and justice. These truths were meant to be obvious, clear to the mind,
and persuasive in the public square.

Lutherans, however, note that the most important truths revealed in the Bible
are not self-evident at all. In fact, they frequently appear surprising or even
contrary to human expectations. Scripture teaches that humanity is not
naturally good but deeply sinful. It declares that salvation cannot be achieved
through human effort but comes entirely by God’s grace. Most unexpected of
all is the message that God brings forgiveness and eternal life through the
suffering and death of Jesus Christ. Biblical truth is revealed by God rather
than discovered by reason alone. While some truths may seem obvious to
human judgment, the truths of the Bible are often unexpected.

Today’s Focus:

Real Repentance Looks Different

It might be expected for someone to look sorry when they are caught doing
something wrong. You might even see tears and hear words of apology. But
you might not be surprised if the shock of being caught wears off and so does
the intensity of the repentance.

Real repentance looks different. God doesn’t want us to simply go through
religious motions like some sort of show. God’s desire is that our repentance
would demonstrate sincere sorry over sin. It might be unexpected, but God
wants us to see the grace and forgiveness he has shown us in Christ, and in
response, to love him back deeply and sincerely.



Opening Hymn

651 In Hopelessness and Near Despair
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my Sav - ior! My guilt is more than I can bear,
af - fec - tions. Why do I love the things you loathe?
tri - bu - tion, yet hear no curse or re - pri- mand,
to ren - der a gift to glo - ri - fy vyour name,
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'm torn in two di - rec - tions: now prod - i - gal,
but graceand ab - so - lu - tion. With you there is
love to re - flect your splen - dor. This world must know
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now Phar-i - see, 0 God, be mer - ci - ful to me;
for - give-ness, Lord; you speak the sweet, con - sol-ing word,
what I have learned, that you be-stow what none has earned:
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why  should you heed my plead - ing?
who else but you can help me.
and I am sure you love me!
the joy of full for - give - ness!

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Tune: Theutsch kirchen ampt, Strassburg, 1525

Text: ©1987 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

Tune: Public domain



In the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.

Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved
you with all my heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have
pursued my ways instead of your ways. I have not loved others as you
command. For this I deserve your punishment now and forever. I am
sorry for my sins. I repent of them. I beg for your mercy.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory to God in the Highest
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est and peace to his peo - ple on earth.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule
our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32
A strong warning to Christians who have grown dismissive of their sin.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day

Psalm 25

Refrain
N # .
Y #l T | | | I— |
o+ —— — ' —
SV .I ‘ [ J J_‘_
.J ; — N ~—
To you, O Lorp, I lift my soul; in
) 4
Y AL |
G —F—
o o o ' o o =
you I trust, 0 LORD my God.
Tone
N u - —
il | - I | T T T |
{5t s ] o —rt | ae { = f
Ll g | o 24 L g | o i}
D) o B8 L o B e r

In you, LORD my God, [ / put my trust.
I trust in you; do not let me be / put to shame.
Show me your ways, LORD, teach me / your paths.

Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my / Savior.

Remember, LORD, your great mer- / cy and love,
for they are / from of old.

Do not remember the sins of my youth and my re- / bellious ways;
according to your love remember me, for you, LORD, / are good.

Refrain

LORD, forgive my iniquity, though / it is great.

Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and af- / flicted.

Look on my affliction and / my distress
and take away / all my sins.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
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Second Reading Philippians 2:1-11

Moved by Christ’s love and empowered by the Spirit, we seek to imitate the
humility of Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 51:17
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a broken and contrite heart you will  not de - spise.
Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Gospel Matthew 21:23-32

Sincere love for God involves not just saying what God wants to hear but doing
what God wants done.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



Hymn of the Day

547 At the Name of Jesus
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who from the be - gin - ning was the might - y Word.
all the heav'n-ly or - ders in their great ar - ray.
brought it back vic - to - rious when from death he passed;
filled it with the glo - ry of that per - fect rest.
5  Inyour hearts enthrone him; 6  Christians, this Lord Jesus

there let him subdue
all that is not holy,
all that is not true.
Crown him as your captain
in temptation’s hour;
let his will enfold you
in its light and pow'r.
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shall return again
in his Father’s glory,
with his angel train;
for all wreaths of empire
meet upon his brow,
and our hearts confess him
King of glory now.



Sermon

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death
and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering
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The Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in
his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in
glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer
Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.

By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table
with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his
ransomed people in glory everlasting.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;

this is my = body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,

all of you; this is my -~ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

»

me.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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strong em - brace, with joy I praise him for his grace.
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Distribution Hymn 312 Comfort, Comfort All My People
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Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1611-1684; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our
love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

17



Closing Hymn

927 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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may we ev - er reign with Christ in end - less day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
Text and tune: Public domain
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OUR MISSION

As a family of believers, the mission of First Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God by growing in
the faith of our Savior Jesus Christ and by sharing the good news of His Word with others.

OUR INVITATION

It is a privilege for us to share with you the assurance Jesus offers about how imperfect people like us

can enjoy a right relationship with our holy Creator.
Our church services are designed to be Christ-centered worship and include three main elements: God

speaks to us in His Word, we respond with praises and prayers, and we encourage each other.
We are eager to have you learn more about the Triune God and about our church. If you are

looking for a spiritual family in which you can be at home, please speak with our pastor.



