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Not all wounds are bad. A skilled surgeon takes a deadly sharp scalpel and cuts
through flesh and muscle. The result of that wound: not harm, but healing. In
the same way, we often say that words cut us to the heart. Words can wound.
Sometimes, however, those painful words provide the very healing we need.

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to
Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is
going to die. So, with a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus shares truths we need
to hear, even though it hurts to hear them. In this series, we might not like
everything that Jesus says. Yet, to ignore what Jesus teaches is to court eternal
death. Hard as it may be, let us listen and take all that Jesus says to heart. For
while Jesus speaks words that wound us, his intent is to heal our very soul.

Today’s Focus:

Those Who Exalt Themselves Will Be Humbled

Everyone knows that humility is a positive trait and pride is a negative one. So,
why bother talking about what we already know? Because in spite of that
knowledge, we still helplessly fall into the trap of pride.

We all desire acclaim, recognition, and praise. Jesus’ sharp words this week
teach us that seeking exaltation in futile and fleeing ways will only result in
receiving the opposite. Those who attempt to exalt themselves will eventually
be humbled by God. In contrast, Jesus promises that those who leave their
exaltation to God will receive honor and glory far greater than any that can be
awarded in this life. Our exaltation does not need to be our responsibility,
because Jesus has already made it his.
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Opening Hymn

737 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007
Tune: The Whole Book of
Text: ©1997 GIA Publications
Tune: Public domain

, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.

The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.



Time of the Church

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees,
that I may follow it to the end.

Your word is a lamp for my feet,
alight on my path.

Faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the word about Christ.

Confession

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything [ have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our
parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true
faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross.
In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new
life. We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives:

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily
sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to

death. It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before
God in righteousness and purity forever.

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins:

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you
with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my
sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God,
have mercy on me, a sinner.



Silence for meditation and reflection

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit
and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives
your sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His
promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins
are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now

and forever.

Amen.

The Rite of Baptism continues at the font.

Sacrament of Baptism Hadley Grace Thurow

Exhortations may be spoken.

Let us pray.

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Hadley as your
own child and made her a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray,
grant to her and to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may
live to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his death, we may also
share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal
life; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Hymn 683 We Know That Christ Is Raised
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Text: © 1967 John B. Geyer. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Tune: Public domain

Reading

Proverbs 25:6, 7a

Solomon provides common sense about humility and pride.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 112
Pastor will begin by singing the refrain, which the congregation will then repeat.
Pastor will sing the verses, and the congregation is invited to join if they wish.
After each verse, the congregation will join in singing the refrain.

Refrain
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Reading James 2:1-13

James teaches that showing favoritism to those we think can provide us with
upward mobility shows a lack of mercy and puts us at risk of God’s judgment.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Luke 14:1, 7-14

Jesus teaches some ways to demonstrate humility and promises that those who
humble themselves will be exalted.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn of the Day 729 Son of God, Eternal Savior
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Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 18551932, abr., alt. Tune: The Revivalist, Troy, 1868, ed. Joseph HillmanText and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.



Offering

Hymn

684 Father Welcomes
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Text: Robin Mann, b. 1949 Tune: Robin Mann, b. 1949 Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

shall be__ born a - gain.
live in the peace of God.

Prayer

Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;
in your faithfulness and righteousness, come to my relief.

Spare us, Lord, from the lies of the devil and the attacks of our conscience.
Comfort and save us in your patient compassion.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Guide us, Lord, to the wisdom of your Word and the power of your promises.
Take away our confusion and doubt.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.
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Hear us, Lord, when we come to you in prayer. Make us confident to take you
at your word and to follow you in faith.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Empower us, Lord, to walk in your ways and live in your truth. Fill us with
your love, that we may love you and one another.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to follow the example
of your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the
devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Time of the Church

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and
sanctified. Receive our prayers for all members of your holy Church, that in
their vocations and ministries they may truly serve and honor you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the - Son, and the Holy Spirit—

bless us and keep us.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

766 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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save and make us whole.
bun-dant life to share.



