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God

so loved
the world
that He gave His one and only
Son, that whoever believes
in Him
shall not
perish
but have
eternal

life.
John
3:16
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“I didn't know I needed that” is a common expression of surprise and
realization. It suggests that something, whether it’s a piece of information, a
lesson learned, or a newfound understanding, has come to light and is now
recognized as being essential or valuable, even if it wasn’t previously apparent.

Lent is the season of the Church Year when I recognize my greatest needs.
During Lent, I realize that in Christ all my greatest needs are met. God knows
what I need even when I don’t have any idea. The Holy Spirit makes it clear,
week after week, that if I lack Christ, I have nothing. But if [ have Christ, I have
exactly what I need.

Today’s Focus:

Faith

I recognize that I need to be saved. When Jesus said, “No one can enter the
kingdom of God,” that included me. I do not deserve God’s blessing. But long
ago, God declared that I would be blessed by a descendant of Abraham who
turned out to be Jesus. The blessing is salvation. I receive that salvation by
faith in Jesus as my Savior. The good news is that faith is also God’s gift,
imparted to me through the gospel.
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Opening Hymn 868 By Faith
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1 By faith we see the  hand of God
2 By faith our fa - thers roamed the earth
3 By faith the proph - ets saw a day
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in the light of cre - a-tion’s grand de - sign,
with the pow’r of his prom-ise in their hearts,
when the longed - for Mes - si - ah would ap - pear
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in the lives of those who prove his faith - ful - ness,
of a ho -ly cit - y  built by God’s own hand,
with the pow’r to break the chains of sin and death
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who walk by faith and not by sight. v.2
a place where peace and jus - tice reign. Refrain
and rise tri - um - phant from the grave. V.4
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We will stand as chil-dren of the prom-ise; we will fix our
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work is done, we’ll walk by faith and not by sight.

Verses 4 and 5 are on page 4.



4 By faith the church was called to go
in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost
to deliver captives and to preach good news
in ev'ry corner of the earth. (Refrain)

5 By faith this mountain shall be moved
and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail,
for we know in Christ all things are possible
for all who call upon his name. (Refrain)

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963

Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953

Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com; © Getty Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services . Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our
parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true
faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross.
In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new
life. We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives:

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily
sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to
death. It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before
God in righteousness and purity forever.



As baptized children of God, we confess our sins:

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you
with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my
sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God,
have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit
and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives
your sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His
promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins
are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now and
forever.

Amen.

The Rite of Baptism continues at the font.

Sacrament of Baptism

Exhortations may be spoken.

Let us pray.

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Emma Lee as
your own child and made her a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we
pray, grant to her and to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we
may live to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his death, we may
also share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit
eternal life; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Reading Genesis 12:1-8

The Lord gave Abram the gift of faith to believe the promise that one of his
descendants would be a gift for the whole world.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 121

Refrain
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I lift up my eyes to the / mountains—
where does my help / come from?
My help comes / from the LORD,
the maker of heav- / en and earth.
He will not let your / foot slip—
he who watches over you will not / slumber;
indeed, he who watches over / Israel
will neither slum- / ber nor sleep. Refrain

The LORD watches / over you—
the LORD is your shade at / your right hand;
the sun will not harm / you by day,
nor the / moon by night.
The LORD will keep you / from all harm—
he will watch o- / ver your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and / going
both now and for- / evermore.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. /| Amen. Refrain
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Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

Abraham is an example of how salvation is received as a gift through faith.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel John 3:1-17

By sharing the good news of God’s love for the world, Jesus gave the gift of faith.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn 570 God Loved the World So That He Gave
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1 God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ is the sol - id rock of faith, who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; his Son with
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Son the lost to save that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death. All who con - fide in
sav - ing grace is  nigh. His Spir - it in the
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
him a - lone are built on this chief cor - ner- stone.
Word de - clares that we in Christ are heav-en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood; bap - tized, you are a child of God.

8



5  Ifyou are sick, if death is near,
this truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death;
this is the anchor of my faith!

6  Glory to God the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blesséd Trinity,
be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens- Opffer, Stettin, c. 1778; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

Offering



WELS Connection

Prayer

Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;
in your faithfulness and righteousness, come to my relief.

Spare us, Lord, from the lies of the devil and the attacks of our conscience.
Comfort and save us in your patient compassion.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Guide us, Lord, to the wisdom of your Word and the power of your promises.
Take away our confusion and doubt.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Hear us, Lord, when we come to you in prayer. Make us confident to take you
at your word and to follow you in faith.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Empower us, Lord, to walk in your ways and live in your truth. Fill us with
your love, that we may love you and one another.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and
keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to
the body and all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Time of the Church

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and
sanctified. Receive our prayers for all members of your holy Church, that in
their vocations and ministries they may truly serve and honor you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the - Son, and the Holy Spirit—
bless us and keep us.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn 811 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,

2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint-ing heart;
3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a-round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran-sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine. Now hear me while I pray; take all my
my zeal in - spire! As thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide. Bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall oer me roll, blest Sav - ior, then, in love, fear and dis-
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guilt a-way; O let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; O bear me safe a-bove, a ran-somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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