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The Bible says Christians are different. Christians are people who believe in 
Jesus as their Savior. But they often look the same as those who do not believe 
in Jesus. How are Christians different? The answer is often something internal, 
attitudes or perspectives that come only from the work of the Holy Spirit in 
Word and sacrament. Ultimately, Christians are people who run to Christ for 
forgiveness because they have failed to live perfect lives. As we receive the 
mercy of Christ, it moves us to strive with all our being to do all the things that 
Jesus says Christians do, things that make Christians different. 
 
 
 

 

 
The hardest times to trust God are the times we need him most. It’s easier to 
trust God when your job is going great, your health is fine, your relationships 
are fine, and your family is good. It’s easier to trust God when the sun is 
shining, but what happens when your life is suddenly overshadowed by dark 
days?  
 
When tragedy strikes, we may wonder if God continues to care for us. At those 
times, Christians do not despair like those who have no hope. Instead, 
Christians focus on certain foundational facts. We are chosen and adopted as 
God’s dear children. God provides us innumerable spiritual blessings and 
promises us an eternity of peace and joy. If we recognize those spiritual 
blessings, how can we doubt that God will give us everything we truly need at 
the right time? Christians trust God to provide. 
 

 
SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 

  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Derek Bartelt  
Accompanist: Robert Joseph | Elder: Dave Schwartz 
Altar Guild: Connie Frey| Projectionist: Margie Smith 

Welcome 
August 2, 2026 Worship Series: What Makes Christians Different?  

Today’s Focus: 
Christians Trust God to Provide 
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Opening Hymn 517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
Tune: Public domain 
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Opening Sentences 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1995, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
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Come, O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord 

Pastor will sing the verses.  The congregation will sing the refrains. 
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Psalm 63 
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Text (sts. 1–3): © 1963, 1986, 1993 The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
Text (Ref) and tune: © 1995, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

First Reading 1 Kings 17:1–6 

In dark times with a wicked king, the Lord provided food for is faithful prophet. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 136 

Pastor will sing the first part of each phrase, the congregation responds with the 
italicized section of each phrase.  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John G. Dunn 
Tune: Severus Gastorius 
Text: © 1985 John G. Dunn. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
Tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading Ephesians 1:3–10 

God provided for our eternal needs by choosing us to be his beloved children. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 14:13–21 

Jesus graciously provides for the needs of a great multitude. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Hymn 603 All Praise to God Who Reigns Above 
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Sermon 

 

You Are God; We Praise You 

Congregation will sing opening refrain, bolded words in each verse, and the refrain 
after each verse. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn continues onto page 12. 
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Text: Marty Haugen Text and tune: © 1995, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

Offering 

 

WELS Connection 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray and willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon 

us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our 

conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not 

worthy to ask except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer for Grace 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought 

us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that 

this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger. And in all we 

do, direct us to what is right in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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Benedicamus 

 
 

Blessing 
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Closing Hymn 566 Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul E. Eickmann, 1928–2006, abr. 
Tune: John Goss, 1800–1880 
Text: © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Acknowledgments 

Morning Prayer (alternate) from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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1101 Logan Street 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
Phone: (262) 248-3374 

Email: church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
www.FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
  

SUNDAYS 
Worship| 9:00am 

1ST MONDAY OF THE MONTH 
Worship with Lord’s Supper | 6:30pm 

 
  

OUR STAFF 
  

Pastor Derek Bartelt               (cell) 262-215-0765  pastorbartelt@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
Principal Stephen Kamps     (cell) 414-213-8699 mrkamps@ FirstLutheranWELS.org 
Office Manager Steven Davis  (cell) 262-903-7080  church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

OUR MISSION 
  

As a family of believers, the mission of First Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God by growing in 
the faith of our Savior Jesus Christ and by sharing the good news of His Word with others. 

  
  

OUR INVITATION 
  

It is a privilege for us to share with you the assurance Jesus offers about how imperfect people like us 
can enjoy a right relationship with our holy Creator. 

Our church services are designed to be Christ-centered worship and include three main elements: God 
speaks to us in His Word, we respond with praises and prayers, and we encourage each other. 
        We are eager to have you learn more about the Triune God and about our church.  If you are  
looking for a spiritual family in which you can be at home, please speak with our pastor. 


