
2 KEY PRINCIPLES TO WRESTLE WITH: 
 

Key principle #1 –Jeremiah 29:7  “Seek the peace of the 

city where I have exiled you. Pray to the LORD for that city, 

because when it has peace and prosperity, you will have 

peace and prosperity.” Essentially, be a good citizen 

beyond reproach. 

 

Key principle #2 – Peter, on trial for preaching the gospel 

and after being told not to teach in Jesus’ name, 

responded, “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 

5:29). Essentially, when civil government’s laws and God’s 

laws clash, God comes first.  
 

 

 

 

 

  
FAITHFUL IN THE FACE OF LIONS 
A STUDY ON DANIEL – CHAPTER 2 

OPENING PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, remind me today of your guiding hand 

throughout history. Then, I will understand your purpose better and 

then you will lead me to trust in you more fully. Amen.  

 

INTRODUCTION 
Luther on Daniel 2: 

 

“The honoring of Daniel begins; it is occasioned by the king’s 

dream which Daniel, with the help of divine revelation, discerns 

and interprets. As a result Daniel becomes a ruler of the entire 

Babylonian realm and a bishop or chief prefect over all the priests 

and learned men. This takes place also for the comforting of the 

whole Jewish [Judean] community, that despite their wretched 

condition that should neither despair nor grow impatient, as if 

God had abandoned them or withdrawn his promise of Christ…So 

wondrously does God lead his faithful ones; he bestows upon 

them far more than anyone could wish.” 

 KEY VERSES   

 

2:21 – “…He removes kings, 

and he brings kings to 

power…” 

2:44 – “in the days of those 

kings, the God of Heaven 

will establish a kingdom that 

will never be destroyed…” 

  

  

  

 

Z 

 KEY THEMES  

 

 1. God is in control. 

2. God establishes civil 

govt. as his 

instrument. 

 

 
   

 

 

  



DANIEL 2 

In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. 
His spirit was troubled, but he  fell back to sleep again. 2The king gave orders to 
summon the magicians, the spell casters, the sorcerers, and the astrologers to 
relate the king’s dream to him. So they came and stood before the king. 3The king 
said to them, “I had a dream, and my spirit was troubled because I did not 
understand the dream.”  

4The astrologers said to the king in Aramaic, “Your Majesty, may you live 
forever! Tell the dream to your servants, and we will explain its meaning.”  

5The king answered the astrologers, “My decision is final. If you do not tell me 
the dream and what it means, your body shall be cut to pieces, and your houses 
will be made into a pile of rubble. 6However, if you explain the dream and its 
meaning, you will receive gifts, a reward, and great honor from me. So, explain to 
me the dream and its meaning!”  

7They responded a second time and said, “Let the king tell the dream to his 
servants, and we will explain its meaning.”  

8The king answered, “Now I know for sure that you are buying time because 
you see that my decision is final. 9If you do not make the dream known to me, 

there is only one decree for you. You have conspired to give me a lying and cheating response until the situation 
changes. So, tell me the dream, and I will know that you are also able to explain its meaning to me.”  

10The astrologers responded to the king, “There is no person on earth who is able to reveal what the king wants. 
No great and powerful king has ever asked for a thing like this from any magician, spell caster, or astrologer. 11The 
thing that the king is asking is difficult. There is no one who can reveal it to the king except the gods, who do not 
dwell with mortal flesh.”  

12Because of this the king became very angry. He was enraged and gave orders to put the wise men of Babylon 
to death. 13The decree was issued that all the wise men were to be executed. So executioners looked for Daniel 
and his companions to execute them.  

 
1. God gives governments the “sword”, meaning they have the right to enforce laws and punish 

criminals, even enforcing capital punishment. Evaluate King Nebuchadnezzar’s behavior. Is he 

using the “sword” wisely? Is he unreasonable? Is he sinning by acting this way?  

 

2. What do Christians do when they see government leaders passing sinful laws or behaving sinfully? 

 

 

 

GOD REVEALS NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM TO DANIEL 

14Then Daniel responded with good judgment and tact to Ariok, the chief of the king’s executioners, who had 
gone out to execute the wise men of Babylon. 15He said to Ariok, the king’s officer, “Why is the decree from the 
king so harsh?” So Ariok explained the situation to Daniel. 16Daniel then entered the court and asked the king to 
give him time so that he could reveal the interpretation to the king.  

17Next, Daniel went to his house and explained the situation to Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, his companions. 
18They were to seek mercy from the God of Heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions 
would not be put to death with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.  

19Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision at night, and Daniel blessed the God of Heaven. 20Daniel 
said,  

May the name of God be blessed forever and ever,  



because wisdom and power are his.  
21He changes times and eras.  
He removes kings,  
and he brings kings to power.  
He gives wisdom to the wise  
and knowledge to those who have good judgment.  
22He reveals deep things and hidden things.  
He knows what is in the dark,  
and the light dwells with him.  

23To you, God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, because you have given me wisdom and power. 
Now you have made known to me what we requested from you, because you have made known to us the 
thing the king asked about.  

 
3. Describe Christian “tact” 

 

 

4. Point out two or three instances of Daniel’s humility in this section.  

 

 

5. “God is in control.” How is that evident in Daniel’s prayer?  

 
 

DANIEL EXPLAINS NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM 
24As a result of this, Daniel went to Ariok, whom the king had assigned to put the wise men of Babylon to death. 

Daniel went and said this to him: “Do not put the wise men of Babylon to death. Bring me before the king, and I 
will explain the meaning to the king.”  

25Then Ariok immediately brought Daniel before the king. This is what Ariok said to the king: “I have found a 
man from among the Judean exiles who will make the interpretation known to the king.”  

26The king said to Daniel (whose name was Belteshazzar), “Are you able to make known to me the dream that 
I saw and its meaning?”  

27Daniel answered the king, “The mystery that the king is asking about, no wise men, spell casters, magicians, 
or diviners are able to explain it to the king. 28However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has 
made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the latter days. This is your dream; the visions in your 
head while you were on your bed were this:  

29For you, Your Majesty, while you were on your bed, thoughts arose about things that will come after 
this, and the Revealer of Mysteries made known to you what will happen. 30But the reason that this mystery 
was revealed to me was not because I have more wisdom in me than any other living being. Rather, it was 
revealed to me so that the meaning could be made known to Your Majesty and so that you may know the 
thoughts of your heart.  

31You, Your Majesty, were looking, and there was a very great statue. That statue, which was large and 
extremely bright, was standing in front of you. Its appearance was frightening. 32The statue looked like this: 
Its head was fine gold, its chest and its arms were silver, its abdomen and its thighs were bronze, 33its shins 
were iron, and its feet were partly iron and partly fired clay. 34You continued to watch until a stone was cut, 
but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet that were iron and clay, and it smashed them. 
35Then all at once the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed and became like the 
chaff on the threshing floors of summer. The wind carried them away, and no trace of them could be found. 
However, the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the entire earth. 36This is the 
dream.  



So now we will interpret its meaning for Your Majesty. 37You, Your 
Majesty, are the king of kings to whom the God of Heaven has given a 
kingdom, power, strength, and glory. 38Wherever there are people, wild 
animals, and birds of the air, God has given them into your hand, and he has 
made you ruler over all of them. You are the head of gold.  

39After you another kingdom will arise that will be inferior to yours. Then 
another kingdom, a third kingdom of bronze will arise. This kingdom will rule 
the entire earth. 40A fourth kingdom will be as strong as iron, since iron 
crushes and shatters everything. So, like iron that smashes, it will crush and 
smash all of these other kingdoms. 41Because you saw feet and toes partly of 
potter’s clay and partly of iron, this will be a divided kingdom. It will have 
some of the hardness of iron, because you saw iron mixed with common clay. 
42What is more, the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay. This 
means that part of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be brittle. 
43You saw iron mixed with common clay. This means that the different parts 
of the kingdom will be a mixture of different races of people, and they will 
not remain united to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay.  

44In the days of those kings, the God of Heaven will establish a kingdom 
that will never be destroyed, and this kingdom will not be left to another race 
of people. It will crush and put an end to all of these kingdoms, but it will 
stand forever, 45just as you saw that a stone was cut from the mountain, but 
not by human hands, and it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, 
and the gold. A great God has made known to Your Majesty what will happen 
after this. The dream is sure, and its interpretation is certain.  

 
1. Daniel stands before perhaps the world’s most powerful man. To whom does he give credit?  

 

 

 

2. In verses 36ff, what do you notice Daniel doing?  

 

 

 

3. We have the benefit of hindsight as we look at this dream. It becomes clear: 

Statue Kingdom 

Gold Head  

Silver Torso  

Bronze Waist  

Iron Legs/Iron+Clay Feet  

Stone, not cut by human hands  

 

 

4. Perhaps the most important lesson to take away from Daniel chapter 2 is the stone, not cut 

by human hands. It is a reminder that God is in control. But for what purpose does God retain 

control?  

 

 

 



5. Keep in mind the context. Daniel stands before perhaps the most powerful man in the world 

at this point in history. He credits his God (a foreign God to the Babylonians). He butters up 

the king but then immediately tells him that his kingdom will fall to an inferior kingdom. How 

does this display the two key principles that believers employ when dealing with earthly 

kingdoms? 

 

 

THE KING’S REACTION 

46Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell facedown and paid homage to Daniel. He commanded that a sacrificial gift 
and incense be offered to him. 47The king said, “Truly your God is the God of Gods, the Lord of Kings, and the 
Revealer of Mysteries, because you were able to reveal this mystery.”  

48Then the king promoted Daniel to a high position and gave him many valuable gifts. He made him ruler over 
the entire province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49When Daniel requested it, the 
king appointed Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego over the administration of the province of Babylon. Daniel 
remained in the royal court. 

  

1. Comment on Nebuchadnezzar’s actions and words. Is this faith? 

 

 

2. Shadrak, Meshak, and Abednego become important administrators. Daniel is promoted to “ruler 

over the entire province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon.” 

Furthermore, he stays close to the king “in the royal court.” What kind of effect do you think this 

would have had on the rest of the Judean exiles?  

 

 

APPLICATION 
1. God used a dream that pointed to Jesus to make one of the most powerful unbelieving rulers in 

the world fall facedown. How does that change your perspective on civil government? 

  

 

 

 

2. Civil Governments are filled with sinful people. But at the same time, they are still God’s tools. 

Examine the following thoughts.  

a. The Babylonian Government was God’s tool when God sought to punish Israel for 

abandoning his promises, almost to the point of losing totally the promise of a Messiah.  

b. The Persian Kingdom was God’s tool when God needed to punish Babylon 

c. The Greek Kingdom was God’s tool when by its empire, the world around Israel gained a 

common language, which would help with the preaching of the gospel. 

d. The Roman Kingdom was God’s tool, when its peace and prosperity created ideal 

conditions for huge numbers of people to travel and tell others about Christ.  

 

Yes, it was government who sinfully sought to crucify its king. Both the Roman and Jewish 

governments acted with wickedness, cowardice, and unlawfulness. But Christ the King 

accomplished his purposes in spite of them. Indeed, he is the stone, not cut by human hands 



that crushes all earthly kingdoms. And the only kingdom that remains of the group above is 

Christ’s.  

 

What lessons can you glean from Daniel’s behavior regarding the believers relationship to a 

government led by a sinful man?  

 

Lesson 1 –  

Lesson 2 –  

Lesson 3 –  

 


