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The opening lines of the United States Declaration of Independence boldly 
assert that certain truths are “self-evident”—truths accessible to human reason 
and widely recognized by observation of the world. Among these are that all 
people are created equal and possess unalienable rights such as life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. The founders appealed to principles they 
believed reasonable people could recognize simply by reflecting on human 
nature and justice. These truths were meant to be obvious, clear to the mind, 
and persuasive in the public square. 
Lutherans, however, note that the most important truths revealed in the Bible 
are not self-evident at all. In fact, they frequently appear surprising or even 
contrary to human expectations. Scripture teaches that humanity is not 
naturally good but deeply sinful. It declares that salvation cannot be achieved 
through human effort but comes entirely by God’s grace. Most unexpected of 
all is the message that God brings forgiveness and eternal life through the 
suffering and death of Jesus Christ. Biblical truth is revealed by God rather 
than discovered by reason alone. While some truths may seem obvious to 
human judgment, the truths of the Bible are often unexpected. 
 

 
 

 

 
When danger strikes, most people instinctively move away from it. Fire, 
violence, accidents, and disasters trigger a natural desire to find protection and 
safety. Yet first responders do the opposite.  
Firefighters, police officers, and paramedics run toward the very scenes others 
are fleeing. They enter burning buildings, approach violent situations, and 
kneel beside the injured in chaotic moments. This response is unexpected 
because it goes against basic human instinct.  
Today God calls us to be spiritual first responders when we see people in 
trouble because of sin. Instead of self-preservation and comfort, we choose 
service to them and to our Lord. Our motive is the grace of God and his desire 
for the salvation of all mankind.  
 

Welcome 
September 6, 2026 Worship Series: Unexpected Truths  

Today’s Focus: 
I Am My Brother’s Keeper 



3 

 

Opening Hymn 839 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–1778, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord  
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First Reading Ezekiel 33:7–11 

The Lord told Ezekiel if he didn’t warn the Israelites about their sin, he was going 
to hold Ezekiel accountable. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 32 

 

 

 
  

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are for- / given, 

    whose / sins are covered. 

        Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count a- / gainst them 

            and in whose spirit is / no deceit. 

  

When I kept silent, my bones wast- / ed away 

    through my groaning / all day long. 

        For day and night your hand was heav- / y on me; 

            my strength was sapped as in the heat of / summer. 

  

Then I acknowledged my / sin to you 

    and did not cover up my in- / iquity. 

        I said, “I will confess my transgressions / to the LORD.” 

            And you forgave the guilt / of my sin.   Refrain 

  

You are my / hiding place; 

    you will protect / me from trouble. 

        Many are the woes of the / wicked, 

            but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one who / trusts in him. 
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Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the / Holy Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Thomas Pavlechko (after Georg C. Neumark’s WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT), alt.; (after Georg C. Neumark’s WER NUR DEN LIEBEN  GOTT): Thomas Pavlechko, alt. 
Setting: Thomas Pavlechko (after Georg C. Neumark’s WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT), alt.; (after Georg C. Neumark’s WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT): Thomas Pavlechko, alt. 
Music: © 2004, 2012 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

Second Reading Galatians 2:11–16 

Paul wins his brother Cephas (Peter) over to the truth of the gospel. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Matthew 18:15–20 

Jesus teaches us how to practice Christian discipline lovingly. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Hymn 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know, 

    were as scarlet my transgression, 

it shall be as white as snow 

    by your blood and bitter passion, 

for these words I do believe: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 
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6 Now my conscience is at peace, 

    from the law I stand acquitted. 

Christ has purchased my release 

    and my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners does receive, 

    even I have been forgiven. 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners does receive. 

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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We Praise You, O God  
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Offering 

 

WELS Connection 
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Lord, Have Mercy  

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your 

never­failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide 

us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought 

us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that 

this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger. And in all we 

do, direct us to what is right in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 321 God’s Own Son Most Holy 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547, abr.; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 
Tune: attr. Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 
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SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 
  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Derek Bartelt 
Accompanist: Robert Joseph | Elder: Jacob Pelas 
Altar Guild: Gail Michnay| Projectionist: Margie Smith 
 

Acknowledgments 

Morning Prayer from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 

1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 



16 

 

 

  
 
  

1101 Logan Street 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
Phone: (262) 248-3374 

Email: church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
www.FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
  

SUNDAYS 
Worship| 9:00am 

1ST MONDAY OF THE MONTH 
Worship with Lord’s Supper | 6:30pm 

 
  

OUR STAFF 
  

Pastor Derek Bartelt               (cell) 262-215-0765  pastorbartelt@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
Principal Stephen Kamps     (cell) 414-213-8699 mrkamps@ FirstLutheranWELS.org 
Office Manager Steven Davis  (cell) 262-903-7080  church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

OUR MISSION 
  

As a family of believers, the mission of First Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God by growing in 
the faith of our Savior Jesus Christ and by sharing the good news of His Word with others. 

  
  

OUR INVITATION 
  

It is a privilege for us to share with you the assurance Jesus offers about how imperfect people like us 
can enjoy a right relationship with our holy Creator. 

Our church services are designed to be Christ-centered worship and include three main elements: God 
speaks to us in His Word, we respond with praises and prayers, and we encourage each other. 
        We are eager to have you learn more about the Triune God and about our church.  If you are  
looking for a spiritual family in which you can be at home, please speak with our pastor. 


