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Welcome  Ne<

CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Worship Series: What Difference Does It Make? May 10, 2026

Life is full of either/or moments. Some of them are of little long-term
consequence. [ will have either the chicken or the fish. Some of them matter
more. [ will accept the new job offer or keep my current job. One either/or
moment is life-changing for every human being. Either Jesus is still dead, or
Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus claimed he would rise from the dead. “The Son
of Man must suffer many things. . . be killed and after three days rise again”
(Mark 8:31). So if Jesus remains dead, he is both a failure and a fraud. If Christ
has not been raised, we are still in our sin.

But Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! It makes all the difference! He lives! The
season of Easter is a 50-day celebration of that fact.

Today’s Focus:

He Lives to Call Me to Live for Him

Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would be tempted to live only for myself.
After all, I have to be in good shape before I can be of help to anyone else,
right? I think I know what’s right for me, and I can identify when other people
are standing in the way of my self-improvement. If Jesus is dead, I don’t have
to worry about what he said or what he thinks.

But he lives, and it makes a difference. He takes care of my basic needs. He
promises to do more for me than I can imagine. He puts people into my life so
I can help them. Now I live for him.
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Opening Hymn

606 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, abr., alt.
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867

Text and tune: Public domain

“I am with you

ev - er-more”?

In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you
with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my
sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God,
have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory to God in the Highest
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: ©1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants,
to long for what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to
your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 17:22-31

God has determined exactly where and when we would live so that we can repent
and believe the good news of Jesus’ resurrection.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 66
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Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22

St. Peter teaches that baptism saves us through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation John 14:15,16
Refrain
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And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help  you.

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

Gospel John 14:15-21

Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit to lead us in faith.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



Hymn of the Day 557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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8  “The foe will shed my precious blood, 10 “What I on earth have lived and taught

me of my life bereaving; be all your life and teaching;

all this I suffer for your good; so shall my kingdom’s work be wrought
be steadfast and believing. and honored in your preaching.

Life will from death the vict'ry win; Take care that no one’s man-made laws

my innocence shall bear your sin, should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause;
and you are blest forever. this final word I leave you.”
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Sermon

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death
and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Examination of the Confirmands

Offering

Rite of Confirmation

Prayer of the Church

Friends in Christ, the Word of God urges us to pray for one another and
especially for the youth of the church. On this special day, it is fitting that we
bring our prayers before God, firmly believing that he alone is able to
strengthen us by the power of the Holy Spirit and keep us faithful to the Savior
until we die. Let us pray.

Gracious Father, in Holy Baptism you created faith in the hearts of these young
people and gave them a new birth as members of your family. Help them
remember their baptisms every day and find comfort in your promise that you
will never leave them or forsake them. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give them strength to put down and drown the sinful nature that lives within
them so that each day their faith may triumph in their living and loving and in
their words and actions. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lead them to see and believe that in the word of the gospel they find
forgiveness for their sins and relief for their guilt. Use the remembrance of
your commandments to drive them to the comfort of the gospel and then to
guide them as they live for you and others. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Help us provide fitting examples of faithfulness to your Word and sacraments.
Lead us to encourage and admonish them in wisdom and love even after they
have left our homes and made new homes for themselves. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

When the end comes and we all stand before the judgment seat of Christ, have
compassion on us despite our sins and accept us as eternal dwellers in your
royal rooms, through the merits of Jesus our Savior, who became sin for us so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of
the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and
join their glorious song:

13
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0O | . .
4 j e by e ol
0| . ,
. —— — —— l ) e —— I
v & | e 6"' Il | 5"
5 —
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er,
N | . . . \
' a— - | —— | i P~ N—t
'\\3 ld (7 IF [7) d 'I =I (7 -I r [ |
God of might. Heav-en and earth are full of your
N | , y ,
)7 | | | | | | | |
e e &
S — %
glo - ry. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
N | . . . .
e e e B s e e s o s s e
o | = | o o
:Wd o e i o
Bless - ed is he who comes in the name of the
N | . ;
¥ I | | | | | | | |
A b | | | (7] P Il P i | | |
[ £ N - - P | el (7] | ~ - P
S = = o | | = & o
Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est, ho -
N | . .
M D | | | [ |
A b 7 - | P | Il | |
[ £.n M | | [~ & 7 [0 =0 =0
ANI YV | | | el o
.J ' I I
san - na in the high - est!
Tune: 1984, 198 Gl Publcations,Inc.Used b permission:OneLicense o, 73382
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You
created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We
give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.
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Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became
obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for
sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors
of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and
gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his
suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of
new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship
you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my - body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my =+ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

”

me.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Jesus, Lamb of God
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Tune: Welsh

Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Tune: Public domain

17



Distribution Hymn 670 1 Come, O Savior, to Your Table
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Lord, may your bod-y and your blood be for my soul the high-est good.

5  Your holy heart has one obsession,
one blessed thing it burns to do—
to cleanse the sinner from transgression;
so I, a sinner, come to you. (Refrain)

6 My soul is burdened; Lord, relieve me,
by all this weight of sin oppressed!
Though sinful, yet, in grace receive me
and feed me as your grateful guest. (Refrain)

7  Within me, Lord, your vision traces
a heart of deep humility
that mourns its sin and yet embraces
the merit you have earned for me. (Refrain)
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8 By faith I call your holy table
the testament of your deep love,
for by your gift I now am able
to know the heart of God above. (Refrain)

9 This meal with blessing is abounding:
to poor ones wealth, to weak ones pow'r,
to angels joy, to hell confounding,
and life for me in death’s dark hour. (Refrain)

10 My heart has now become your dwelling,
O blesséd, holy Trinity.
With angels I, your praises telling,
shall live in joy eternally. (Refrain)

Text: Friedrich C. Heyder, 1677-1754, abr.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 4, 8-10): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; (sts. 3, 5-7): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756

Text (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 4, 8-10): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 3, 5-7): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Tune: Public domain

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you
have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith,
nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live
as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at
the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Hymn

930 Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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glo - ry. Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.

stilled you. Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished,joy - ful and free.
Broth - er. Go, my chil-dren; I will keep you and give you peace.

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Tune: Welsh, 1
Text: ©1983 Concordia
Tune: Public domain
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