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Life is full of either/or moments. Some of them are of little long-term
consequence. [ will have either the chicken or the fish. Some of them matter
more. [ will accept the new job offer or keep my current job. One either/or
moment is life-changing for every human being. Either Jesus is still dead, or
Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus claimed he would rise from the dead. “The Son
of Man must suffer many things. . . be killed and after three days rise again”
(Mark 8:31). So if Jesus remains dead, he is both a failure and a fraud. If Christ
has not been raised, we are still in our sin.

But Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! It makes all the difference! He lives! The
season of Easter is a 50-day celebration of that fact.

Today’s Focus:

He Lives to Restore My Hope

Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would have little hope for the future.
That’s how the disciples felt after this death. “We hoped that he was the one
who was going to redeem Israel” (Luke 24:19). Their

hope for a better life had died along with Jesus.

But he lives, and it makes a difference. My hope for the future is restored. I
have victory over the feeling of hopelessness, because the one who heals me
and gives me a better life is himself alive. He lives to

restore my hope.
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Opening Hymn 460 Allelvia, Allelvia! Hearts to Heaven
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1 Al-le-lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia! Hearts to heav’n and voic - es raise:
2 Al-le-lu-ia, Christ is ris-en! Death at last has met de-feat:
3 Al-le-lu-ia, al -le-lu-ia! Glo-ry be to God on high:
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sing to God a hymn of glad-ness, sing to God a hymn of praise;
see the an-cient pow’rs of e - vil in con - fu - sion and re- treat;
al -le-1lu-ia to the Sav-ior who has gained the vic - to - ry;
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he who on the cross a vic-tim for the world’s sal - va - tion bled—
once he died,and once was bur-ied: now he lives for - ev - er- more,
al -le-1lu-ia to the Spir-it, fount of love and sanc-ti - ty!
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Je - sus Christ, the King of glo-ry, now is ris-en from the dead.
Je - sus Christ, the world’s Re-deem-er, whom we wor-ship and a - dore.
Al-le - lu - ia, al - le-lu-ia to the tri-une Maj- es - ty!

Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885; (st. 2): rev. Jubilate Hymns Ltd.
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.



Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you
with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my
sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God,
have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
Lord, Have Mercy CW 174
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In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us prayto the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the

well-being of the Church of
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: ©1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282



Glory to God in the Highest
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Tune: Marty Haugen

Tune: ©1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282



The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the
despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness
of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading Acts 2:14q,32-41

The message of Christ crucified and risen gives the certain hope of forgiveness to
sinners.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm of the Day Psalm 116
Pastor will sing the cantor’s verses.
Verses
A L, Cantor(s) ‘
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1 For the love of the One who has heard my cry:
2 In the cords of my death, I was tan - gled round:
3 God is mer - cy and grace and the sim-ple  are blest:
4 God has raised up my soul from the gates of death:
5 What re - turn can I give for the gifts I claim?
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1 God has heard my dis-tress, and I shall not die:
2 Those who seek you in an - guish shall not be bound:
3 Raised me up in my pain, God my safe-ty and rest:
4 God has dried all my tears and re - newed my breath:
5 Lift the cup of sal -va - tion and praise your name:
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I  will walk in the pres-ence of God.

Text: Marty Haugen
Textand tune: © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282



Second Reading 1 Peter 1:17-21

Our hope and expectation is joining our Savior in the glory of heaven. Until that
day, we live as pilgrims heading toward home.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation Luke 24:32
b
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while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scrip - tures to us?
Gospel Luke 24:13-35

Jesus restored the hope of two disciples as he explained the Scriptures.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

10



Hymn of the Day 459 Christ the Lord Is Risen Again
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2 He who gave for us his life, who for us en -
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sing - ing ev - er - more on high: Hal - le-1lu - jah!
We too sing for joy and say: Hal - le -lu - jah!
pleads for us, and hears our cry: Hal - le - lu - jah!
and in high - est heav’n is crowned. Hal - le - lu - jah!

5 He who slumbered in the grave
is exalted now to save;
now through Christendom it rings
that the Lamb is King of kings.
Hallelujah!

6  Now he bids us tell abroad
how the lost may be restored,
how the penitent forgiv'n,
how we, too, may enter heav'n.

Hallelujah!

Text: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Tune: Latin, c. 1100, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father

Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering
Hymn 510 In Christ Alone
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1 In Christ a - lone my hope is found; he is my
2 In Christ a - lone, who took on flesh, full - ness of
3 There in the ground his bod - y lay, light of the
4 No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the
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God was sat - is - fied; for ev-’ry sin on him was
lost its grip on  me; for I am his and he is
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all; here in the love of Christ I stand.
laid; here in the death of Christ I live.
mine, bought with the pre - cious blood of  Christ.
home, here in the pow’r of Christ I'll  stand.

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

13



Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn 461 He Is Arisen! Glorious Word
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life is giv - ing. He was dead but now is liv - ing!

Text: Birgitte K. Boye, 1742-1824; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Textand tune: Public domain
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Phone: (262) 248-3374
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

SUNDAYS
Worship | 9:00am
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Worship with Lord’s Supper | 6:30pm

OUR STAFF
Pastor Derek Bartelt (cell) 262-215-0765 pastorbartelt@FirstLutheranWELS.org
Principal Stephen Kamps (cell) 414-213-8699 mrkamps(@ FirstLutheranWELS.org
Office Manager Steven Davis (cell) 262-903-7080 church@FirstLutheran WELS.org
OUR MISSION

As a family of believers, the mission of First Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God by growing in
the faith of our Savior Jesus Christ and by sharing the good news of His Word with others.

OUR INVITATION

It is a privilege for us to share with you the assurance Jesus offers about how imperfect people like us

can enjoy a right relationship with our holy Creator.
Our church services are designed to be Christ-centered worship and include three main elements: God

speaks to us in His Word, we respond with praises and prayers, and we encourage each other.
We are eager to have you learn more about the Triune God and about our church. If you are
looking for a spiritual family in which you can be at home, please speak with our pastor.



