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CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Worship Series: Exactly What | Need March 22,2026

“I didn't know I needed that” is a common expression of surprise and
realization. It suggests that something, whether it’s a piece of information, a
lesson learned, or a newfound understanding, has come to light and is now
recognized as being essential or valuable, even if it wasn’t previously apparent.

Lent is the season of the Church Year when I recognize my greatest needs.
During Lent, I realize that in Christ all my greatest needs are met. God knows
what I need even when I don’t have any idea. The Holy Spirit makes it clear,
week after week, that if I lack Christ, I have nothing. But if [ have Christ, I have
exactly what I need.

Today’s Focus:

Life

I recognize the danger of death. I am tempted to wonder whether my life was
worth it if I do not leave a legacy or live on in the memories of my loved ones
after I die. When my soul separates from my body, will I also be eternally
separated from God in hell? Jesus promises much better. He promises life. One
day I will be reunited with my believing loved ones, both soul and body. I will
live with Jesus forever in eternity. Jesus raised people from the dead to prove
his power over death. That’s exactly the power I need.
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Opening Hymn 846 1 Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name
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1 I know of a sleep in Je - sus’ name, a rest from all
2 I know of a morn-ing, bright and fair when ti - dings of
3 God’s Son to our graves then makes his way; his voice hear all
4 0 Je - sus,draw near my dy - ing bed and take me in-
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toil and sor - row; earth folds in herarms my wea - ry frame

joy shall wake us, when songs from on high shall fill the air
tribes and na - tions. The trum - pet of God will sound the day
to your keep - ing and say when my spir - it hence is fled,
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and  shel - ters it till the mor - row. My soul is at
and God to his glo - ry take us, when Je - sus shall
and shake all the earth’s foun - da - tions. He calls out a -
“This child is not dead, but sleep - ing.” And leave me not,
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home with God in heav’n; my sor - rows are past and o - ver
bid wus rise from sleep; how joy - ous that hour of wak - ing!
loud, “O dead, come forth!” In glo - ry we rise to meet him.
Sav - ior, till I rise to praise you in life e - ter - nal

Text: Magnus B. Landstad, 1802-1880, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnary, 1913, alt.
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774-1842
Text and tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.



Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our
hearts. We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. We
have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not
done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ
Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Hymn 652 Lord, Have Mercy | V. 1,2

1
b . N — | (] 7]
Ld /A

I
I N | |
o | — " —
e @ @ i_l

N
I
i}

1 For what we have done and left un-done we fall on your
(2 For) what you have done, your life of love you per - fect-ly
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For en - vy and pride, for clos - ing our eyes; for
And there on the tree, a King a - mong thieves, you
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loved to the end, our mer - ci - ful friend; how
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Lord, have mer - cy,

Christ, have mer - cy,

Lord, have mer - cy
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Lord, have mer - cy on us. on us. 3 For

Text: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; James Tealy, b. 1971; Aaron Keyes, b.1978; Matt Papa, b. 1983
Tune: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; James Tealy, b. 1971; Aaron Keyes, b. 1978; Matt Papa, b. 1983
Textand tune: © Common Hymnal Publishing/10000 Fathers, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282



The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and
bore the cross for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and death we
may receive the forgiveness of sins, victory over the grave, and finally inherit
eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading 2 Kings 4:17-37
God enables the prophet Elisha to prove to a grieving mother that God can and

will raise people from the dead.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 130

Refrain
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Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD;
Lord, / hear my voice.
Let your ears be at- / tentive
to my cry for / mercy.
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / serve you.
Refrain

[ wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits,
and in his word I / put my hope.
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning,
more than watchmen wait for the / morning.
Israel, put your hope / in the LORD,
for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / demption.
He himself will redeem / Israel
from / all their sins.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. /| Amen. Refrain
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Second Reading Romans 8:11-19

The Father promises to raise me from the dead and make me an heir of
everlasting glory.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation John 11:25
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Those who believe in me will live, even though they die.
Gospel John 11:17-27,38-45

A corpse responds to the empowering command of Christ, proving that Jesus is
the Lord of life.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



Hymn of the Day

571 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth
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Sermon

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death
and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering
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The Sacrament

Preface
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on
the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn
by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman
Tune: 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made
us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace
you sent your Son to redeem us from sin.
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became
flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under
law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life
and immortality to light through the gospel.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive
our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing
for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks
and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my - body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

»

me.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Lamb of God
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world; grant us, grant us peace.

Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman

Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282
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Distribution Hymn 502 Children of the Heavenly Father
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in his bos - om gath - er; nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - ly courts they flour - ish. From all e - vil things he
Lord his chil -dren sev - er; un - to them his grace he
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; his the lov - ing pur - pose
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spares them; in his might - vy arms he  bears them.
show - eth, and their sor - rows all he know - eth.
sole - ly to pre- serve them  pure and ho - ly

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 18321903, abr; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Tune: Lofsanger och andeliga wisor, Sweden, 1873
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Distribution Hymn

665 What Is This Bread
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1 What is this bread? Christ’s bod - y
2 What is this wine? The Dblood of
3 So who am I, that I should
4 Yet is  God here? Oh, vyes! By
5 Is this for me? I am for -
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giv - en and set free! I do Dbe - lieve
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sing! (0] taste and see— the Lord is King.
me? (0] taste and see— the Lord is free.
meal. (0] taste and see— the Lord is real.
blood. (0] taste and see— the Lord is  good.

Text: Frederic W. Baue, b. 1946
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, b. 1951
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: OneLi
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn 817 Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart
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Let no false doc- trine me be-guile; let Sa - tan not my
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blood my soul has bought. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
cross and fol - low thee. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
and my fount of grace. Lord Je - sus Christ, my prayer at-
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Lord, my God and Lord, for-sake me mnot! I trust thy Word.

Lord, my God and Lord, in death thy com - fort still af - ford.

tend, my prayer at-tend, and I will praise thee with-out end.
Text: Martin M. Schalling, 1532-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Tune: Zwey Biicher . .. Tablatur, Strassburg, 1577
Textand tune: Public domain
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