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Do you remember the feeling when someone important is about to arrive at 
your place? It’s a mixture of anticipation and excitement and nervousness. Did 
you make all the correct preparations? Will the person be happy to see you? 
When and how will the person arrive? Will there be any surprises? 

During these weeks before Christmas, we anticipate the imminent arrival of 
Jesus. He’s an important person! We are about to celebrate his birth. He could 
return on judgment day at any time. But in worship we realize that he impacts 
our lives when the Bible is read and when the sacraments are administered. 
Suddenly we feel the excitement of an imminent arrival. 
 
 

 

 

The Messiah is an important person. “Messiah” is the same word as “Christ” or 
“Anointed One.” He is someone who has been anticipated for a long time. Now 
we look at a time when his arrival is imminent! 

The historic Christian Church gave Latin titles to each Sunday. They titled the 
Third Sunday in Advent “Gaudete,” which means “Rejoice!” As we reach the 
midway point of Advent, we ask Christ to empower us to do just that. We 
rejoice because God fulfills all his promises in Jesus. 
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Opening Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
    born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
    let us find our rest in thee. (Refrain) 

 
Ref   Come, thou long expected Jesus,  

    born to set thy people free. 
 
2 Israel’s strength and consolation, 

    hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
    joy of ev’ry longing heart. (Refrain) 

 
3 Born thy people to deliver, 

    born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, 
    now thy gracious kingdom bring. (Refrain) 

 
4 By thine own eternal Spirit 

    rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
    raise us to thy glorious throne. (Refrain) 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
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Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 

against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have not loved you 

with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  I deserve your 

punishment both now and forever.  But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my 

sins with his innocent suffering and death.  Trusting in him, I pray: God, 

have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
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The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 

mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your 

light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 

Isaiah tells us that the coming of the Messiah would change everything. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 146 

The Church sings Psalm 146 in services that emphasize repentance and 
forgiveness through faith in Jesus. 

 

 

 
  

I will praise the LORD / all my life; 

   I will sing praise to my God as long / as I live. 

Do not put your trust in / princes, 

   in human beings, who / cannot save. 

Blessed are those whose help is the God of / Jacob, 

   whose hope is in the / LORD their God.    Refrain 

  

He upholds the cause of / the oppressed 

   and gives food to the / hungry. 

The LORD sets / pris’ners free, 

   the LORD gives sight / to the blind. 

The LORD reigns for- / ever, 

   your God, O Zion, for all generations. / Praise the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
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Second Reading James 5:7–11 

James points to Job as an example of perseverance in the face of suffering. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 11:10 

 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 

John’s disciples wanted to verify that Jesus was the Messiah. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Hymn of the Day 324 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653, abr.; tr. composite 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through 

him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death 

and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering 
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The Sacrament 
 

Preface  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to 

repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You 

created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We 

give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became 

obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for 

sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors 

of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and 

gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his 

suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of 

new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship 

you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my T  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God  
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

Distribution Hymn 358 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348–c. 413, abr.; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877, alt. 
Tune: plainsong, 13th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn 667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 
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5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    yet faith this truth embraces: 

your body, Lord, is even now 

    at once in many places. 

I leave to you how this can be; 

your Word alone suffices me; 

    I trust its truth unfailing. 
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6 Lord, I believe what you have said; 

    help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 

    and let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 

refreshes me and stills my fears 

    and is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

and, truly grieving for our sins, 

    may prove by our behavior 

that we are thankful for your grace 

and day by day may run our race, 

    in holiness increasing. 

 

8 For your consoling supper, Lord, 

    be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 

    the world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 

a blessèd comfort unto me 

    when living and when dying. 

Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–1668; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt. 
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you 

have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 519 There Is a Redeemer 

There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God's own Son, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One. 
 
REFRAIN 
Thank you, O my Father,  
for giving us your Son  
and leaving your Spirit  
till the work on the earth is done. 
 
Jesus, my Redeemer,  
Name above all names, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Hope for sinners slain. 
(Refrain) 
 
When I stand in glory,  
I will see his face; 
There I'll serve my King forever 
In that holy place. 
(Refrain) 

 



19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 
  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Derek Bartelt | Preaching Minister: Pastor Kenneth Frey  
Organist: Ben Warmuth | Elder:  Jerry Thompson  
Altar Guild: Jan Lazzaroni | Projectionist: Spencer Sonnemann 

 

Acknowledgments 

Setting Two from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 

2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 

1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 



20 

 

 

 

  
 
  

1101 Logan Street 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
Phone: (262) 248-3374 

Email: church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
www.FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
  

SUNDAYS 
Worship| 9:00am 

MIDWEEK ADVENT 
December 3, 10, 17 

Meal | 5:30pm 
Worship | 6:30pm 

 
  

OUR STAFF 
  

Pastor Derek Bartelt               (cell) 262-215-0765  pastorbartelt@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
Principal Stephen Kamps     (cell) 414-213-8699 mrkamps@lakegenevachristian.com 
Office Administrator Steven Davis (cell) 262-903-7080  church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

OUR MISSION 
  

As a family of believers, the mission of First Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God by growing in 
the faith of our Savior Jesus Christ and by sharing the good news of His Word with others. 

  
  

OUR INVITATION 
  

It is a privilege for us to share with you the assurance Jesus offers about how imperfect people like us 
can enjoy a right relationship with our holy Creator. 

Our church services are designed to be Christ-centered worship and include three main elements: God 
speaks to us in His Word, we respond with praises and prayers, and we encourage each other. 
        We are eager to have you learn more about the Triune God and about our church.  If you are  
looking for a spiritual family in which you can be at home, please speak with our pastor. 


