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“Every why hath a wherefore.” That was Shakespeare’s poetic way of saying 
that very little happens by chance. Generally there is an agent behind an 
action. There is cause and effect. And to navigate life well, it is vital we 
understand both. If you want to effect a healthy heart, you need to know the 
causes of heart disease. Before a major purchase causes you to go into debt, 
you need to think about the effect it will have on your budget. If you want the 
peace of being close to God, you need to know what causes that effect. Again, 
to navigate life well, it is vital we understand cause and effect.  

 
 

 

 

The Church has marked the passing of yet another Church Year, waiting for its 
Lord to return. How long will we have to wait and watch for Jesus to return? 
We do not know. Jesus said he would return soon. However, the definition of 
“soon” for the One who has no beginning or end will naturally differ from ours. 
Whenever Jesus returns, it will take us by surprise. So, how do believers avoid 
growing lethargic? How do we remain ready and watchful for Christ’s return? 
Our Savior points us to his Scriptures. 
 

The promises Jesus has made us this past year—promises that give us comfort 
and hope and purpose— were not merely spoken. Jesus ensured those 
promises were written down in Scripture. As we see in Scripture all the 
promises that Christ has fulfilled, there is discernable effect. The Spirit creates 
within us an eager anticipation regarding the Scriptural promises that are as-
of-yet unfilled. While we cannot be certain when the day of fulfillment will 
come, we are completely confident of what that day will bring. No matter how 
many years we must mark, we watch with eager anticipation, and we pray, 
“Amen! Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20). 

 
SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 

  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Derek Bartelt  
Organist: Ben Warmuth | Elder: Jacob Pelas    
Altar Guild: Helen Hacht & Gail Michnay | Projectionist: Margie Smith 

WELCOME 
November 23, 2025 Worship Series: Cause/Effect  

Today’s Focus: 

Scripture/Anticipation 
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Opening Hymn 639 God Has Spoken by His Prophets 

 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Briggs, 1875–1959, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879 
Text: © 1953, ren. 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
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Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost 

sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our 

hearts.  We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  We 

have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not 

done those things that we should have done.  Have mercy on us, Lord!  

Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by 

his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the 

grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
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Glory to God in the Highest  

 

 

 

 
Tune: Alexander C. Ewing Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 Tune: Public domain 

 
 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son as judge of the 

living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of his return with our eyes 

fixed on the kingdom prepared for your own from the foundation of the world; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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First Reading Habakkuk 1:1–3; 2:1-4 

The LORD instructs the prophet Habakkuk to write down what he was about to 
hear God say. That revelation empowered God’s people to anticipate God’s 
deliverance. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day  Psalm 130 
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3 So put your hope in God alone; 

    take courage in his pow’r to save— 

completely and forever won 

    by Christ emerging from the grave. (Chorus) 
 

4 Now he has come to make a way, 

    and God himself has paid the price, 

that all who trust in him today 

    find healing in his sacrifice. (Chorus/Final Chorus) 
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Second Reading Revelation 22:6–13 

Christ is coming soon. In the meantime, in eager anticipation, we hold onto and 
make known what God has revealed in his Word. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42 

 

 
 

 

Gospel Luke 12:35–40 

Though we cannot know when Jesus will return, we can be certain what will 
happen when he does. So, we watch and wait with anticipation. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Hymn of the Day 487 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
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Sermon 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through 

him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death 

and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering 
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The Sacrament 
 

Preface  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who preserves his Church to the end of time, when he will 

come again as king to judge all people and take his own to glory. Therefore, 

with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 



13 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made 

us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace 

you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 

  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became 

flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under 

law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life 

and immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive 

our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing 

for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks 

and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my T  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Lamb of God  
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
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Distribution Hymn 823 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–1677, abr.; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 3): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn 868 By Faith 
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4 By faith the church was called to go 

in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 

to deliver captives and to preach good news 

in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain) 

 

5 By faith this mountain shall be moved 

and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 

for we know in Christ all things are possible 

for all who call upon his name. (Refrain) 

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953 
Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com; © Getty Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services .  Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
Tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 834 Still, My Soul, Be Still 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974;; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974;; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953 

Text and tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712282 
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1101 Logan Street 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
Phone: (262) 248-3374 

Email: church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
www.FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
  

SUNDAYS 
Worship| 9:00am 

1ST MONDAY OF THE MONTH 
Worship with Lord’s Supper | 6:30pm 

 
  

OUR STAFF 
  

Pastor Derek Bartelt               (cell) 262-215-0765  pastorbartelt@FirstLutheranWELS.org 
Principal Stephen Kamps     (cell) 414-213-8699 mrkamps@lakegenevachristian.com 
Office Administrator Steven Davis (cell) 262-903-7080  church@FirstLutheranWELS.org 

  

OUR MISSION 
  

As a family of believers, the mission of First Evangelical Lutheran Church is to glorify God by growing in 
the faith of our Savior Jesus Christ and by sharing the good news of His Word with others. 

  
  

OUR INVITATION 
  

It is a privilege for us to share with you the assurance Jesus offers about how imperfect people like us 
can enjoy a right relationship with our holy Creator. 

Our church services are designed to be Christ-centered worship and include three main elements: God 
speaks to us in His Word, we respond with praises and prayers, and we encourage each other. 
        We are eager to have you learn more about the Triune God and about our church.  If you are  
looking for a spiritual family in which you can be at home, please speak with our pastor. 


