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The cartoon character holds a sign saying, “The End Is Near.” For Christians, 
this is not a message of fear. Instead, it is a message of watchful hope. 
Scripture teaches that the End Times began with Christ’s first coming, 
especially his death and resurrection. Christ will come again on judgment day. 
Now we live in that in-between time, when salvation has been won, but full 
glory is still to come. It’s the beginning of the end. 
 

Jesus himself makes clear that no one knows the day or hour of his return. This 
uncertainty is not meant to trouble us, but to keep us spiritually awake. Each 
day becomes an opportunity to live in repentance and faith, turning from sin 
and trusting fully in Christ’s finished work for us. Our preparation for the end 
is not about trying to predict signs or earn God’s favor. Instead, it is about 
remaining rooted in Jesus: hearing the Word, receiving the sacraments, and 
trusting the promises of forgiveness. These are God’s ways of keeping us ready. 
 

“The Beginning of the End” reminds us that history is moving toward our own 
death and toward Christ’s return. For believers, that end is truly a beginning. 

 
 

 

 
Sometimes people get braver when they realize they are nearing the end. They 
speak things they couldn’t or wouldn’t say before, even to the powerful, 
because they realize they have nothing to lose. 
 

The message of repentance and forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ death on the 
cross has many powerful enemies. Sometimes those enemies are religious 
people, rebellious spirits and heretics. Sometimes those enemies are people of 
this world who worship their own personal desires and glory in their shame. 
 

It doesn’t matter how powerful the enemies are. God persists in speaking his 
truth and drawing our eyes to his Son, who will help us persevere to the end 
and speak truth to power. 

Welcome 
October 4, 2026 Worship Series: The Beginning of the End  

Today’s Focus: 
It’s Time To: Speak the Truth to Power 
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Opening Hymn 871 Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You 
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O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord  

 

 

 

 
 

First Reading Isaiah 5:1–7 

The Lord pictures his patient love in a story about the owner of a vineyard. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 80 |V. 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Joseph Parry 
Text: © 2006 Martin E. Leckebusch, published by Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: License no. 130002372 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Second Reading Philippians 3:12–21 

God prompts us to respond to his grace by living differently from the enemies of 
the cross of Christ. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Matthew 21:33–43 

Jesus tells the parable of the tenants to call leaders to repentance. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Hymn 862 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546;  tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder zu Wittemberg, Wittenberg, 1543, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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We Praise You, O God  
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Offering 

 

WELS Connection 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  
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Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body 

and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought 

us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that 

this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger. And in all we 

do, direct us to what is right in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 853 I’m But a Stranger Here 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807–1835, abr. 
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY 
  

Presiding Minister: Pastor Derek Bartelt  
Organist: Ben Warmuth | Elder: Jerry Thompson    
Altar Guild: Helen Hacht | Projectionist: Margie Smith 
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